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FR15DERICK THE GREAT 


BOOK XI. 

FRIEDRICH TAKES THE REINS IN HAND. 
June — December 1740. 


CHAPTER 1. 

PHENOMENA OF FRIEDRICH^S ACCF-SSION.' 

In Ber^ from Tuesday 31st May 1740, day of the late King's 
deaths tiU the Thursday following, the post was stopped and 
the gates closed ; no estafette can be dispatched, though 
Dkkens and all the Ambassadors are busy writing. On the 
Thursday^ Regiments, OfEcers, principal Officials having sworn, 
and the new King being fairly in the saddle, estafettes and 
postboys shoot forth at the top of their speed ; and Rumour, 
towatdiS every point of the compass, apprises mankind what 
immense news there is.^ 

tA King's Accession is always a hopeful phenomenon to 
the puibAic; more eipedally a young King’s, who has been 
of for his talents and aspirings, — for his sufferings, were 
it nothing whose Anti-Macchiavd is understood 

to be in the press* Vaguely everywhere there has a notion 
aiWOad that this young King will prove considerable, 
ere at last has a Lover of Philosophy got upon the throne» 
p 4 Iddlanthto]^ andmagnanimities are to be expected, 
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think rash editors and idle mankind. H|sh editom in 
land and els^whate, we observe, are ready to belies tha^ 
Friedrich has not only disbanded the Poti^m GHahts; but 
mean^ to 'reduce the Prussian Army one ha^ or iSo, fbr east 
(temporary ease* which we noge will be lasting) of patties con^ 
cerned; and to go much upon emancipation, political rose- 
water, and friendship to huma^hity, as we now cs^ it. 

At his first meeting of Council, they say. he put this ques- 
tion, Could not the Prussian Army be r^uccd to 4$,ooo 
The excellent young man. To which the Council had ans- 
wered, " Hardly, your Majesty ! The Jiilich-and-Berg afiair 
is so ominous hitherto !“ These may be secrets, and dubious 
to people out of doors, thinks a wise editor ; but one thing 
patent to the day was this, surely symbolical enough : On oim 
of his Majesty's first drives to Potsdam or from it, a thousand 
children,- — in round numbers a thousand of them, all with the 
reii siring round their necks, and liable to be taken f#r sol- 
diers, if needed in the regiment of their Canton, — a thousand 
children met this young King at a turn of his road ; and with 
shrill unison of wail, sang out: " Oh, deliver us from slavery,** 
— from the red threads, your Majesty. Why should poor we 
be liable to suffer hardship for our Country or otherwise, yout 
Majesty! Can no one else be got to do it? sang out the 
thousand children. And his Majesty assented on the spot, 
thinks the rash editor,^ •* Goose, Madam ?** exclaimed a phi- 
lanthropist projector once, whose scheme of sweeping chim- 
neys by pulling a live goose down through them ^was objected 
to : Goose, Madam ? You tan take two ducks, then, if you 
are so sorry for the goose — R^h editors think there is to 
be a reign of Astraea Redux in Prussia, by means of this young 
King ; and forget to ask themselves, as the young King must 
by no means do, How far Astraea may be possible, for Prussia 
and him ? 

At home, too, there is prophesying Vnough, vague hope 
enough, which for most part goes wide of the mark. This 
young King, we know, did prove considerable ; but not in the 
Way riiapcd out for him by the public was in far other 
wnys 1 For no public in the least knows, in such oases ; nor 
does the man himself know, except gradually and if he strive 
ta leorm As to the public,-^* Doubtless/ says a friend ef 
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inine, ^ d6ttbde99 ii|vms the AtlenUe Ocea,it that^catried 
^ bndbtie to Atti^rxca ; htcky for the Atlantic^ and for Cotmtt^ 

* btta ahd us ; htit the Atlantic did not qnil^ vote that iray 

< foom the 6^ i nay I bepeve^ vrere very varfona at 

* diffoieht stagea of the matter This is a tre^ which Mugs 
and tnen« not intending to be drift4ogs or waste brine obedient 
to the Moon, are much called to have in mind withal, from 
perhaps an early st^ge of their voyage. 

Friedrich's actuiU demeanour in these his first weeks» which 
is still decipberable if one study well, has in tHith a good deal 
of the brilliant, of the popular-magnanimous ; but manifests 
strong solid quality withal, and a head steadier thdn might 
have been expected. For the Berlin world is all in a rather "" 
Auroral condition ; and Friedrich too is,—- the chains suddenly 
cut loose, and such hopes opened for the young man. He haa 
great things ahead ; feels in himself great things, and doubt- 
less eWalts in the thought of i^lising them. Magnanimous 
enough, popular, hopeful enough, with Voltaire and the highest 
of the world looking on : — but yet he is wise, too : creditably 
aware that thero are limits, that this is a bargain, and the 
terms of it inexorable. We discern with pleasure the old 
veracity of character shining through this giddy new element ; 
that all these fine procedures are at least unaffected, to a sin- 
gular degree true, and the product of nature, on his part ; and 
that, in short, the complete respect for Fact, which used to 
be a quality of his, and which is among the highest and also 
rarest in man, has on no side deserted him at present. 

A trace of airy exuberance, of natural exultancy, not quite 
repressible, on the sudden jhange to freedom and supreme 
power from what had gone before : perhaps that also might 
be legible, if in those opaque beadrolls which are called His- 
tories of Friedrich anything human could with certainty be 
read 1 He flies much about from j;)iace to place ; now at Pots- 
dmh, now at Berlin* at Charlottenburg, Reinsberg nothing 
loath to run whither business calls him, and appear in public ; 
the gazetteer world, as we noticed, which has been hitherto a 
most haute world, breaks Out here and there into a kind of 
husky juttttation over the great things lie is daily doing, and 
rejoices in the prospect of having a Philosopher Kii^ ; which 
fimetion the young man, only twenty-eight gone, cannot but 
wish fo fulfil for the ^masetteem and world. He is a busy 
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^an ; and walks boldly into his grand entpr^tise of * making 
men happy,’ to the admiration pf Voltaire and an enUghtehed 
public far and near. 

Bielfeld speaks of imn:^|n5e concootses of people ctcmdmg 
about Charlottenburg, to con^atulatc. to solicit^ to See*; tells 
us hovr he himself had to \oSgc almost in outhouses^ in that 
royal village of hope. His eAotions at Reinsberg, and every- 
body’s, while Friedrich Wilhelm lay dying,^and all stood like 
greyhounds on the slip ; and with what arrow-swiftiffess they 
shot away when the great news came : all this he has already 
described at wearisome length, in his fantastic semi-fabulous 
way,® Friedrich himself seemed moderately glad to see Biel- 
feld ; received his high-flown congratulations with a benevo- 
lent yet somewhat composed air ; and gave him afterwacds, 
in the course of weeks, an unexpectedly small appointment : 
To go to Hanover, under Truchsess von Waldburg> and an- 
nounce our Accession. Which is but a simple, mostly ^formal 
service ; yet perhaps what Bielfeld is best equal to. 

The Britannic Majesty, or at least his Hanover people 
have been beforehand with this civility; Barqn Miinchhausen, 
no doubt by orders given for such contingency, had appeared 
at Berlin with the due compliment and condolence almost on 
the first day of the New Reign ; first messenger of all on that 
errand ; Britannic Majesty evidently in a conciliatory humour, 
— having his dangerous Spanish War on hand. Britannic 
Majesty in person, shortly after, gets across to Hanover ; and 
Friedrich dispatches Truchsess, with Bielfeld adjoined, to re- 
turn the courtesy. 

Friedrich does not neglect these points of good manners ; 
along with which something of lubstantial may be privately 
conjoined. For example, if he had in secret his eye on Jtilich 
and Berg, could anything be fitter than to ascertain what the 
French will think of such an enterprise ? What the French ; 
and next to them what the English, that i&^to say, Hanoverians, 
who meddle much in affairs of the Reich. For these reasons 
and others he likewise, probably with more study than in the 
Bielfeld case, dispatches Colonel Camas to make his compli- 
ment at the French Cqurt, and in an expert way tak^ soundings 
there,^ Camas, a fat sedate military gentleman, of advanc^ 
years* full of observation, experience and sound sensei-^'Witli 
i Bltlfrid* i. 68-77: ih 8t. 



PHENoilEIfA QSVTKB ACCESSION. $ 

Jttiki44^a74o. 

* 0<ie aim, which Be makes do the work of two,^d nobody 
' can notice that the other arm resting in hi? coat-breast is of 
‘ cork, so expert is he, ~will do in this matter what is feasible ; 
probably not much for the present# He is to call on Voltaire, 
as he passes, who is in HollancUagain, at the Hague for some 
mdnths back ; and deliver him little cask of Hungary Wine,* 
which probably his Majesty had thought exquisite. Of which, 
and thg other insignificant passages between them, we hear 
more than enough in the writings and correspondences of Vol- 
taire about this time. 

In such way Friedrich disposes of his Bielfelds ; who are 
rather numerous about him now and henceforth. Adventurers 
from all quarters, especially of the literary type, in hopes of* 
be*ing employed, much hovered round Friedi'ich through his 
whole reign. But they met a rather strict judge on arriving ; 
it cannot be said they found it such a Goshen as they expected. 

Avour, friendly intimacy, it is visible from the first, avails 
nothing with this young King ; beyond and before all things 
he will have his work done, and looks out exclusively for the 
man ablest to db it. Hence BielfeM goes to Hanover, to grin- 
out euphuisms, and make graceful court-bows to our sublime 
little Uncle there. On the other hand, Friedrich institutes a 
new Knighthood. of Merit so-callcd ; which indeed is 

but a small feat, testifying mere hope and exuberance as yet ; 
and may even be made worse than nothing, according to the 
Knights he shall manage to have. Happily it proved a suc- 
cessful new Order in this last all-essential particular ; and, to 
the end of Friedrich’s life, continued to be a great and coveted 
distinction among the Prussians. 

Beyond doubt this is a radiant enough young Majesty; 
entitled to hope, and to be the cause of hope. Handsome, to 
b^ln with ; decidedly well-looking, all say, and of graceful 
presence, though hjbdly five feet seven, and perhaps stouter ot 
limb than the strict Belvedere standard.* Has a fine free ex- 
pressive face ; nothing of austerity in it ; not a proud face, or 
not too proud, yet rapidly flashing on you all manner of high 

* Heig:ft, itappea]% five Jfeet five inches (Rhenish), which in En^liNh mea- 
sure is five feet seven or a hairsbreadch less Preubs, twice over, by A mistake un- 
Jisnat with him, gives 'five feet two inches three lines’ ks the correct cipher (which 
it is of Napoleon's measure in I^reptch fOet); then settles on tlie above dimensions 
firoin tpexccutionable authority (Pmss, SiiehfUryedtrmanm^ i xS, Prouss, 

39 sad 4>9)* 
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0(1 June 1740. 

tne^ings.® ®Such a man, in the bloom of IPis years ; with such 
a possibility ahead, and Voltaire and mankind waiting applau* 
sive 1— Let us try to select, and extricate into coherence and 
visibility out of ^ose Hisij^rical dustheaps, a few of the symp** 
tomatic phenomena, or physiognomic procedures of Friedrich 
in his first weeks of Kingship^ by way of contribution to some 
Portraiture of his then inner-man. 

• Hr 

Friedrich will make Men happy: Com Magazines^ 

On the day after his Accession, OfFiccrs and chief Ministers 
taking the Oath, Friedrich, to his Officers, “on whom he 
counts for the same zeal now which be had witnessed as their 
comrade,” recommends mildness of demeanour from the higher 
to the lower, and that the common soldier be not treated with 
harshness when not deserved ; and to his Ministers he is still 
more emphatic, in the like or a higher strain. Officially an- 
nouncing to them, by Letter, that a new Reign has commenced, 
he uses these words, legible soon after to a glad Berlin public . 

* Our grand care will be, To further the Couptry’s wellbeing, 
‘and to make every ont of our subjects (einen jeden unserer 
‘ Unterihanen') contented and happy. Our will is, not that you 
‘ strive to enrich Us by vexation of Our subjects ; but rather 
‘ that you aim steadily as well towards the advantage of the 
‘ Country as Our particular intesest, forasmuch as We make 
‘ no difference between these two objects,' but consider them 
one and the same. This is written, and gets into print within 
the month ; and his Majesty, that same day (Wednesday 3 d 
June), when it came to personal reception, and actual taking 
of the Oath, was pleased to add •in words, which also were 
printed shortly, this comfortable corollary : ‘ My will hcnce- 
‘ forth is, If it ever chance that my particular interest and the 

• general good of my Countries should seem to go against each 
‘ other, — in that case, my wilFis, That the^tter always be pre- 
‘ ferred.’® 

This is a fine dialect for incipient Royalty ; and it is brand- 
new at that time. It excites an admiration in the then popu^ 
lations, which to us, so long used to it and to what t^mmonly 

^ Wille's Engraving after Pesne (excellent, both Picture suad Engraving) if 
reclctmed the best Likeness in that form. 

^ Dkken^ Despatch, 4th June X740; Preuss, Fritdrich^ yMgtnd Thrm- 
( Berlin, 1840), p, 305 ;-<^uotuig hroia the Berlin Newspapen of aStb Jitng 
and ad July 1740. 
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2Cl June 1740. • 

comes of it, is notxonceivablc at once* There can be no doubt 
the young King does faithfully intend to develop nimself in the 
way of making men happy; but here, as elsewhere, are limits 
which he will recognise ahead, some of them perhaps nearer 
than was expected. 

Meanwhile his first acts, ih this direction, correspond to 
these fine words. The year 1740, still grim with cold into the 
heart of summer, bids fair to have a late poor harvest, and 
famin# threatens to add itself to other hardships there have 
been. 'Recognising the actualities of the <;ase, what his poor 
Father could not, he opens the Public Granaries, — a wise re- 
source they have in Prussian countries against the year of 
scarcity ;~orders grain to be sold out, at reasonable rates, to 
the sufiering poor ; and takes the due pains, considerable in 
some cases, that this be rendered feasible everywhere in his 
dominions. ♦Berlin, 2d June,* is the first date of this import- 
ant ^rder; fine program to liis Ministers, which, we read, is 
no sooner uttered, than some performance follows. An evident 
piece of wisdom and humanity ; for which doubtless blessings 
of a very sinegre kind rise to him from several millions of his 
fellow-mortals. 

Nay furthermore, as can be dimly gathered, this scarcity 
continuing, some continuous mode of management was set on 
foot for the Poor; and there is nominated, with salary, with 
outline of plan and other requisites, as “ Inspector of the Poor,” 
to his own and our surprise, M. Jordan, late Reader to the 
Crown^Prince, and still much the intimate of his royal Friend. 
Inspector who seems to do his work very well. And in the 
November coming this is what we see : * One thousand poor 
old women, the destitute ot Berlin, set to spin,’ at his Majesty’s 
charges ; vacant houses, hired for them in certain streets and 
suburbs, have been new-planked, partitioned, warmed ; and 
spinning is there for any diligent female soul. There a thou- 
sand of them sit^^under proper officers, proper wages, treat- 
ment; — and the hum of their poor spindles, and of their poor 
inarticulate old hearts, is a comfort, if one chance to think of 
it. — Of distressed needlewomen” who cannot sew, nor be 
taughtifio do it ; who, in private trutji, are mutinous maid-ser- 
vants come at last to the net upshot of their anarchies ; of 
these^ or of the like incurable phenomena, I hear nothing in 
Berlin ; tand can believe that, under this King, Indigence it- 
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^ $d Ju»d tf40i, ^ 

self may still have something of a human inspect, not a brutal 
or diabolic as is commoner in some places, — -This is one of 
f'riedrich’s first acts, this opening of the Com-magarines, and 
arrangements for the Destitute -J and of this there can be no 
criticism. The found of Sungry pots set boiling, on judicious 
principles ; the hum of those bid women’s spindles in the warm 
rooms : gods and men arc well pleased to hear such sounds ; 
and accept the same as part, real though infinitesimal^ sxnalli 
of the sphere-harmonies of this Universe ! 

Abolition of Legal Torture. 

Friedrich makes haste, next, to strike into Law-improve- 
ments. It is but the morrow after this of the Corn-magazines, 
by Kabinets-Ordre (Act of Parliament such as they can have in 
that Country, where the Three Estates sit all under one Three- 
cornered Hat, and the debates are kept silent, and onk/ the 
upshot of them, more or less faithfully, is made public), — by 
Cabinet Order, 3d June 1740, he abolishes the use of Torture 
in Criminal Trials.® Legal Torture, ‘ Question/ as they mildly 
call it, is at an end from t^s date. Not m any Prussian Court 
shall a * question’ try for answer again by that Se vage method. 
The use of Torture had, I believe, fallen rather obsolete in 
Prussia ; but now the very threat of it shall vanish, — ^thc threat 
of it, as we may remember, had reached Friedrich himself, at 
one time. Three or four years ago, jt is farther said, a dark 
murder happened in P>crJin • Man killed one night in the open 
streets ; murderer discoverable by no method, — unless he wete 
a certain Candidatus of Divinity to whom some trace of evid- 
ence pointed, but who sonowfully^persisted in absolute and 
total denial. This poor Candidatus had been threatened with 
the rack ; and would most likely have at length got it, had not 
the real murderer been discovered, — much to the discredit of 
the rack in Berlin. This CandMatus was oaly threatened; nor 
do I know when the last actual instance in Prussia was ; but 
in enlightened France, and most other countries, there was as 

7 HeldM^Cf^chkkie, i. 367. Rfldenbcck, Ta^ehuih aus Fr{ed>ichs dtK Grossen 
Regtntettuhen (Berlin, 1840), i. a, 26 (2d June, October, 1740); n mentor^us labo- 
rious, though chaotic ^ok, unexpectedly futile of reifult to the leader; 

settles for each Day ot Friednehs Kei^n, so for n-i possible, where Friedrich was 
and what doing ; fatally wants all index &c , ns usual. 

< Preuss, FrUdruhs Jugend und Thr 0 nl^tteigkng\Jdtt\aA, 1840,— ft minor BdOk 
of Prcttss’f), p, 34Q. Rbdenbeck, i« Juao 7% • 
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yet no scruple uponsit. Barbier^ the Diarist at Paris, some time 
after this, tells us of a gang of thieves there, who were regularly 
put to the torture ; and ‘ they blabbed too, Us oni says 
Barbier with official jocosity,® 

Friedrich's Cabinet Order, we need not say, was greeted 
everywhere, at homo and abroad, by three rounds of applause; 
— ^in which surely all of us stitt join ; though the per<ontra 
also is becoming visible to some of us, and our enthusiasm 
grows less complete than formerly. This was Friedrich's first 
step in Law-Reform, done on his fourth day of Kingship. - A 
long career in that kind lies ahead of him ; in reform of Law, 
civil as well as criminal, his efforts ended with life only. For 
his love of Justice was really great ; and the mendacities and 
wiggeries, attached to such a necessary of life as Law, found 
no fevour from him at any time. 

hate Philosophers about him^ and a real Acadetny 
of Sanices, 

To neghfl the Philosophies, Fine Arts, interests of Human* 
Culture he is lc<v3i ill likely. Tlve idea of building up the 
Academy of Sciences to its pristine height, or far higher, is 
evidently me of those that have long lam in the Crown-Prince’s 
mind, eager *^0 reaLj*' tliemselves. Immortal Wolf, exiled but 
safe vt Marburg, and refusing to return in Friedrich Wilhelm's 
time, had lately dedic.uci . Book to the Crown-Prince ; indi- 
cating that perhaps, under a new Keign, he might be more per- 
suadable. Friedrich makes haste to persuade ; instructs the 
proper person, Rcicrend lien Rembeck, Head of the Consis- 
torium at Berlin, to write aifd negotiate. ' All reasonable con- 
‘ ditions shall be granted' the Immortal Woll, — and Friedrich 
adds with his own hand as Postscript . ‘ I request you (Ikn) to 

* use all diligence about Wolf. A man that seeks truth, and 

* loves it, must be retkoued precious m an> human society ; and 

* 1 think you will moke a ^ onquesl in the realm of truth if you 

* persuade Wolf hilhei ngain.'^'^ This is of date June 6th; not 
yet a week since Fiiediich came to be Kmg. The Rombeck- 
Wolf negotiation which ensued can be read m Busching by the 
curious.i^ It represents to us a croaTc>, thrifty, long-headed 

^ Barlicr, y^>umal Htsioriqtu duRi^e de Lohu ..y^'CP.uis, 1849), 11. 338 (dat« 
“ Id CEuvr^s 4 $ Friderk (xxvii. 11. 285), Uie Letter given. 

“ W ITwyherr voa Wolf), i. 63**3;. 
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okL Herr f rofe3$or« in no haste to quitfMarburg except lor 
something better : '' obliged to wear woollen shoes and leggings 
*• bad at mounting stairs ;** and otherwise needing soft treat* 
ment. Willing, though ^ith caution, to work at an Academy 
of Sciences ;*~but dubious if the French are so admirable as 
they seem to themselves in* such operations. Veteran Wolf, 
one dimly begins to Icam, cbuld himself build a German Aca- 
demy of Sciences, to some purpose, if encouraged i ^Thls lat- 
ter was probably the stone of stumbling in that direction. Vete- 
ran Wolf did not get to be President in the new Academy of 
Sciences ; but was brought back, • streets all in triumph/ to 
his old place at Halle ; and there, with little other work that 
was heard of, but we hope in warm shoes and without much 
mounting of stairs, lived peaceably victorious the rest of his 
days. 

Friedrich’s thoughts are not of a German home-built Aca- 
demy, but of a French one : and for this he already kftows a 
builder ; has silently had him in his eye, these two years past, 
— ^Voltaire giving hint, in the Letter we once heard of at Loo. 
Builder shall be that sublime Maupertuis ;* scientific lion of 
Pans, ever since his feat in the Polar regions, and the charm- 
ing Narrative he gave of it. “What a feat, what a bookT 
exclaimed the Parisian cultivated circles, male and female, on 
that occasion ; and Maupertuis, with plenty of bluster in him 
carefully suppressed, assents in a grandly modest way. His 
Portraits are in the Printshops ever since ; one very singular 
Portrait, just coming out (at which there is some laughing) : a 
coarse -featured, blusterous, rather triumphant -looking man, 
blusterous, though finely complacent for the nonce ; in copious 
dressing-gown and fur cap ; comfortably squeezing the Earth 
and her meridians flat (as if he had done it), with his left hand ; 
and with the othei, and its outstretched finger, asking mankibd, 
*‘Are not you aware, then Are not I” answers Voltaire 
by and by, with endless waggeries upon hitn, though at present 
so reverent. Friedrich, in these same days, writes this Auto- 
graph ; which who of men or lions could resist ? 

To Monsieur de Maupertuis^ at Paris. 

(No date <lateabl&, June 2740.) 

* My heait and my inclination excited in me, from the moment 1 
• mounted the throne, the desire of having you hci^ thit f(m 
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* pat our Berliu Acadetiy into the shape you alone are capable of giving 
‘ it. Come, then, come and insert into this wild crabtrec the graft of 

* the Sciences, that it may bear fruit. You have shown the Figure of 
^ the Earth to mankind ; show also to a King how sweet it is to pos- 

* sesa such a man as you. 

* Monsieur de Maupertuis,— irh-a^ectumni 

‘FftD^aic’ (wVjk.** 

This Letter, — ^how could Maupertuis prevent some accident 
in such n case ? — ^got into the Newspapers ; glorious for Fried- 
richp glorious for Maupertuis ; and raised matters to a still 
higher pitch. Maupertuis is on the road, and "we shall see him 
before long* 

And Every One shall get to Heaven in his own Way. 
Here is another little fact which had immense renown at 
home and abroad, in those summer months and long after- 
wardai 

June 22d, 1740, the GeisfUcK Depart^fment (board of Religion, we 
may term it) reports that the Roman-Catholic Schools, which have been 
in use these eight ^ears past, foi children of soldiers i.dongmg to that 
persuasion, ‘are, especially in Kcilin, pervetted, directly in the teeth of 
^ Royal Ordinance, 1732, to seducing Protestants into Catholicism;* 
annexed, or ready for annexing, * is the specific Report of Fiscal-Ge- 

* neral to this effect ;* — ^upou which, what would it please his Majesty to 
direct us to do? 

His Majesty writes on the margin these words, rough and 
ready, which we give with all their grammatical blotches on 
them; indicating a mind made-up on one subject, which was 
much more dubious then, to most other minds, than it now is : 
* Die Miism (muwen) alie 7 h//<rm? (tolcrirt) wmilrw, und 

* Mas (muss) der Fiscal nuhr (nur) das Au^e daraap haben^ das (dass) 

* kdne der andertt abntg 7 'uke (Abbruch time), den (denn) hUr mus 
‘ (muss) ein jeder nach seiner Fasson Selich (Fayon selig) werden.*^'* 

Which in English njight run as follows : 

^AH Religions mtfet be tolerated {Toilet ated)^ and the Fiscal must 

* have an eye that none of them make unjust encroachment on the 

* other; for in this Country erciy man must get to IleavcK in his own 
‘way.* 

Wonderful words ; precious to the |hen leading spirits, and 
which (the spelling and grammar being mended) flew abroad 

(Euvrwf, Jevii, i. 335. The fantastic ** Fdd6ic,” instead of ‘*Fr6ddric," is, by 
thik tine, the e^mnoa ngnatun to French 

“ PfOUiS, TkmanMgtmf, p. 333 ; m diet. 
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over all tlifc world; the enlightened Publfc evetywhere answer* 
ing his Majesty, once more, with its loudest Bravissimo 1” 
on this occasion. With what enthusiasm of admiring wonder^ 
it is now dilhcult to fan^, after the lapse of sixscore years t 
And indeed, in regard to all these worthy acts of Human Im* 
prov^ment which we are nqw concerned with, account should 
be held (were it possible) on Friedrich’s behalf how extremely 
original, and bright with the splendour of new gold, «they then 
were : and how extremely they are fallen dim, by general cir- 
culation, since that. Account should be held ; and yet it is not 
possible, no human imagination is adequate to it, in the times 
we are now got into. 

JFree Press, and Newspapers the best InstructerSk 

Toleration, in Friedrich’s spiritual circumstances, was per- 
haps no great feat to Friedrich : but what the reader^hardly 
expected of him was Freedom of the Press, or an attempt that 
way I From England, from Holland, Friedrich had heard of 
Free Press, of Newspapers the best Instruetors : it is a fact 
that he hastens to plant a seed of that kind at Berlin ; sets 
about It " on the second day of his reign,' so eager is he. Ber- 
lin had already some meagre Intelhgenz-Blatt (Weekly ox 
Thrice-Weekly Advertiser), perhaps two ; but it is a real News- 
paper, frondent with genial leafy speculation, and food for the 
mind, that Friedrich is intent upon : a Literary-Political News- 
paper,** or were it even two Newspapers, one French, one 
man ; and he rapidly makes the arrangements for it ; dispatches 
Jordan, on the second day, to seqk some fit Frenchman, Alr- 
rangements are soon made ; a Bookselling Printer, Haude, 
Bookseller once to the Pnnce-Ro>al, — ^whom we saw once in 
a domestic flash-of-lightning long ago,i^ — is encouraged to pro- 
ceed with the improved German article, ^ercury or whatever 
they called it ; vapid Formey, a facile pern, but not a forcible# 
is the Editor sought out by Jordan for the French one. And, 
in short, No. i of Formey shows itself in print within a month 
and Haude and he, Haude picking-up some grand Editor in 
Hamburg, do their be^ for the instruction of mankftid. 

In not many months, Formey, a facile and learned but rat* 

Antc&, Book vi. c. 7. 

w July lyio:* Preues, Thronhatngmgt p. 3^0; and ^ermcyi S* 

107^ rectified Vy tnc exact Hen: Pireuiie, 
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ther vapid gentlem^f demitted or was dismissed ; and the 
Journals coalesced ieto one, or split into two again''; and went 
1 know not what road, or roads, in time coming,^none that 
led to results worth naming. Freedom of the Press, in the 
case of these Journals, was never vfelated, nor was any need 
for violating it. General Freedom of the Press Friedrich did 
not grant, in any quite Official or*steady way ; but in practice, 
under him, it always had a kind of real existence, though a 
ductuatidg, ambiguous one. And we have to note, through 
Friedrich^s whole reign, a marked disinclinatipn to concern him- 
self with Censorship, or the shackling of men’s poor tongues 
and pens ; notliing but some officious report that there was of- 
fence to Foreign Courts, or the chance of offence, in a poor 
man*s pamphlet, could induce Friedrich to interfere with him* 
or it,— and indeed his interference was generally against his 
Ministers for having wrong informed him, and in favour of the 
poor Samphleteer appealing at the fountain-head. To the 
end of his life, disgusting Satires against him, Vie Privie by 
Voltaire, Matinees dn Roi de Prusse, and still worse Lies and 
Nonsenses, werq freely sold at Berlin, and even bore to be 
printed there, Friedrich saying nothing, caring nothing. He 
has been known to burn pamphlets publicly, — one Pamphlet 
w^ shall ourselves see on fire yet ; — but it was without the least 
hatred to them, and for official reasons merely. To the last, 
he would answer his reporting Ministers, ** La presse est litre 
(Free press, you must consider) I” — grandly reluctant to meddle 
with the press, or go down upon the dogs barking at his door. 
Those ill effects of Free Press (first stage of the ill effects) he 
endured in this manner ; but the good effects seem to have 
fallen below his expectation.^ Friedrich’s enthusiasm for free- 
dom of th« press, prompt enough, as we see, never rose to the 
extreme pitch, and it rather sank than increased as he con- 
tinued his ei^tperiences of men and things. This of Formey and 
the two New 5 papers®was the onfy express attempt he made in 
that direction ; and^it proved a rather disappointing one. The 
two Newspapers went their way thenceforth, Friedrich some- 
times making use of them for small purposes, once or twice 
writing article himself, of wildly quizzical nature, perhaps to 

AfloArmou* (Laveaux), VU d* FridirtcII, Roi dr ( Straj*bourg, 1787)1 

iv. Sa. A woLthless, now nearly foreotten Book , but competent on chib point, if on 
any; laveaux ta handy fellow, fujchive Ex-Monk with fumtive Ex-Nun attached) 
uv^ Hindi |it SMo, always ip tho paqiphloteenog kne. 

P n 
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be noticed ^ us when the time comes ; bjft are othemiscii ex«* * 
cept for chronological purposes, of the last degree of inaigAi<* 
fitance to gods or men. * 

♦ Freedom of the Press,* says my melancholic Friend, * te 

* a noble thing ; and in cAtain Nations, at certain epochsrprd* 

" duces glorious effects, — chiefly in the revolutionary hn^, where 
‘ that has grown indispensable. Freedom of the Press k 

* sible, where everybody disapproves the least abuse of it ; 

‘ where the ** Censorship" is, as it were, exercised Uy all thO 
‘ world. When the world (as, even in the freest countries^ it 

* almost irresistibly tends to become) is no longer in a casein 

* exercise that salutary function, and cannot keep^own loud 

* unwise speaking, loud unwise persuasion, and rebuke it into 

‘ silence whenever printed, Freedom of the Press will notans- ^ 

* wer very long, among sane human creatures : and indeed, 

* in Nations not in an exceptional case, it becomes impossible 

* amazingly soon - 


All these are phenomena of Friedrich’s first week. Lcl 
these suffice as sample, m that first kind. Splendid indications 
surely ; and shot-forth in swift enough succession, flash follow- 
ing flash, upon an attentive world. Betokening, shall we say, 
what internal sea of splendour, struggling to disclose itself, 
probably lies in this young King ; and how high his hopes go 
for mankind and himself? Yes, surely; — and introducing, we 
remark withal, the N-'w Era," of Philanthropy, Enlighten- 
ment and so much else ; with French Revolution, and a ‘world 
well suicided* hanging in the rear ! Clearly enough, to this 
young ardent Friedrich, foromost^man of his Time, and cap- 
able oi doing its inarticulate or dumb aspirings, belongs that 
questionable honour : and a very singular one it would have 
seemed to Friedrich, had he lived to sec what it meant I 

Friedrich’s rapidity and activity, in the first months of his 
reign, were wonderful to mankind ; as in jfped through Hfe he 
continued to be a most rapid and active King. He flies about; 
mustering Troops, Ministerial Boards, passing Edicts, inspect*- 
ing, accepting Homages of Provinces;— decides and does, 
every day that passes, amazing number of things.** Writes 
many Letters, too ; finds moments even for some verses ; and 
occasionally draws a snatch of melody from his flute. 

His Letters are copiously preserved; but, as usual, atO 
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in swift c^dal tone,^d tell us almost nothing. To^his Sisters 
he writes assurances ; to his friends, his SuhmSi Duhans» Vol- 
taires, eager invitations, general or particular, to come to him^ 
'My state has changed/ is his phrase to Voltaire and other 
dear intimates ; a tone of pensivenels, at hrst even of sorrow 
and pathos traceable in it; " Come to me,'^ — and the tone, in 
an old dialect, different from Friedrich's, might have meant, 

" Pray for me/* An immense new scene is opened, full of 
possibilities of good and bad. His hopes being great, his 
anxieties, the shadow of them, are proportionate. Duhan (his 
good old Tutor) does arrive, Algarotti arrives, warmly welcomed, 
both : with Voltaire there are difficulties ; but surely he too will, 
before long, manage to arrive. The good Suhm, who had^ 
been Saxon Minister at Petersburg to his sorrow this long while 
back, got in motion soon enough ; but, alas, his lungs were 
ruined by the Russian climate, and he did not arrive. Some- 
thing pathetic still in those final Letters of Suhm. Passionately 
speeding on, like a spent steed struggling homeward ; he has 
to pause at Warsaw, and in a few days dies there, — in a way 
mournful to Friedrich and us! To Duhan, and Duhan’s chil- 
dren afterwards, he was punctually, not too lavishly, attentive ; 
in like manner to Suhm’s Nephews, whom the dying man had 
recommended to him. — We will now glance shortly at a second 
and contemporaneous phasis of Friedrich's affairs. 

LtUends to be Practical withal^ and cilery inch a King. 

Friedrich is far indeed from thinking to reduce his Army, 
as the Foreign Editor imagines. On the contrary, he is, with 
all industry, increasing it. He changed the Potsdam Giants 
into four regiments of the usual stature , he is busy bargaining 
with his Brother-in-law of Brunswick, and* with other neiglv 
hours, for still new regiments ; — makes up, within the next few 
months^ Eight Regij^ents, an irifcrease of, say, z 6,000 men. 
It would appear he means to keep an eye on the practicalities 
withal; means to have a Fighting-Apparatus of the utmost 
potentiality, for one thing I Here arc other indications. 

We sew the Old Dessauer, in a sad hour lately, speaking 
beside the mark ; and with what Olympian glance, suddenly 
tearless, the new King flashed out upon him, knowing nothing 

authority^ that could reside in any Dessauer. Nor was 
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that a solitary experience; the like befdl wherevet' 

Heinrich ot Schwedt, the lU Margraf, advancing with Jocosn 
cotEtitenance in the way of old comradeship^ in those day$» 
met unexpected rebuff and was reduced to gravity Oti^the 
sudden : ** yeizt bin ich Cousin, I am now King t* ' 

a fact which the III -Margraf could never get forgotten again* 
Lieutenant-General Schulenburg, too, the didactic Schulenbtiig; 
presuming on old familiarity, and willing to wipe-out the 
fortune of having once condemned us to death, which nobcM^ 
is now upbraiding him with, rushes up from Landsberg, uth 
bidden, to pay his congratulations and condolences, driven by 
irresistible exuberance of loyalty : to his astonishment, he is 
reminded (thing certain, manner of the thing not known). That 
an Officer cannot quit his post without order; that he, at this 
moment, ought to be in Landsberg 1^^ Schulenburg has a hard 
old military face; but here is a young face too, which has 
grown unexpectedly rigorous. Fancy the blank look gf little 
Schulenburg ; the light of him snuffed-out in this manner on a 
sudden. It is said he had thoughts of resigning, so indignant 
was he : no doubt he went home to Landsberg gloomily refiec- 
tive, with the pipeclay of his mind in such a ruinous condition. 
But there was no serious anger, on Friedrich's part; and he 
consoled his Jittle Schulenburg soon after, by expediting some 
promotion he had intended him. “ Terribly proud young Ma- 
jesty this,” exclaim the sweet voices. And indeed, if they are 
to have a Saturnian Kingdom, by appearance it will be On 
conditions only! 

Anticipations there had been, that dd unkindnesses against 
the Crown-Prince, some of which were cruel enough, might be 
remembered now: and certain pebple had their just fears, con- 
sidering what account stood against them ; others, vic€ vet'sd, 
their hopes. But neither the fears nor the hopes realised them- 
selves ; especially the fears proved altogether groundless. l)cr- 
schau, who had voted Deathcin that Cd|fcnick Court-Martial, 
upon the Crown-Prince, is continued in flis functions, in the 
light of his King's countenance, as if nothing such had been. 
Derschau, and all others so concerned; not the least question 
was made of them, nor of what they had thought or^^ad done 
or sai4, on an occasio\i once so tragically vital to a certalj^ 
man. 

u 3WQ2el, iv, 4x; Prvusi, Tkron^is^tignnt^; $tc* • 
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N^r is reward m#ch regulated by past services to*the Crown* 
Prince, or even by sufferings endured for him. Shocking in- 
gratitude T’ exclaim the sweet voices here too, — being of weak 
judgment, many of them! Poor Kai^c’s Father, a faithful old 
Soldier, not capable of being more, he docs, rather conspicu- 
ously, make Feldmarschall, make Reichsgrafj happy, could 
these honours be a consolation to the old man. The Munchows 
of Ciistri^ — readers remember their kindness in that sad time ; 
Mow the young boy went into petticoats again, and came to the 
Crown-Prince’s cell with all manner of furnishings, — ‘the Miin-- 
chows, &ther and sons, this young gentleman of the petticoats 
among them, he took immediate pains to reward by promotion : 
eldest son was advanced into the General Directoiium; two 
younger sons, to Majorship, to Captaincy, m tlxCir respective 
Regiments; him of the petticoats ‘he had already taken alto- 
gether to himself, anti of him we shall sec a glimpse at Wil- 
helmiiti s shortly, as a * milkbeard (Janie morveuvy in personal 
attendance on his Majesty. This was a notable exception. 
And in effect there came good public service, eminent some of 
it, from these Mtftichows in their various departments. And 
it was at length perceived to have been, in the main, because 
they were of visiljle faculty for doing work that they had got 
work to do ; and the exceptional case of the Munchows became 
confirmatory of the rule. 

Lieutenant Keith, again, whom we once saw galloping from 
Wesel to sav^his life in that bad affair of the Crown- Prince’s 
and his, was nothing like so fortunate. Lieutenant Keith, by 
speed on that Wcscl occasion, and help of Chesterfield’s Secre- 
tary, got across to England ;tgot into the Portuguese service; 
and has there been soldiering, very silently, these ten years 
past, — skin and body safe, though his cfhgy was cut in four 
quarters and nailed to the gallows at Wesel ; — w.uting a time 
that would come. Tinje being coiqp, Lieutenant Keith hastened 
home; appealed to Ifis effigy on tht gallows; — and was made 
a Lieutenant-Colonel merely, with some slight appendages, as 
that of Stallmcisier (Curator of the Stables) and something 
else; income still straitened, though enough to live upon,^'** 
Small profiaotion, in comparison with Ifopc, thought the poor 
Lieutenant; but had to rest satisfied with it; and struggle to 

M i. (',6. 

JPieu&ii, Friedtkk mii V€tViaHtUin Htsd Fnundmt p. aSt. 
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understancj^that perhaps he was fit for notjiing bigger, and that 
he must exert himself to do this small thing well. Hardness 
of heart in high places ! Friedrich, one is glad to see, had not 
forgotten the poor fellow, could he have done better with 
Some ten years hence, quite incidentally, there came to Keith, 
one morning, a fine purse of money from his Majesty, one 
pretty gift in Keith*s experience; — much the topic in Berlin, 
while a certain solemn English gentleman happened to be 
passing that way (whom we mean to detain a little by and by), 
who reports it for us with all the circumstances.^® 

Lieutenant Spaen too had got into trouble for the Crown- 
Prince’s sake, though we have forgotten him again ; had * ad- 
mitted Kaite to interviews,’ or we forget what;— had sat his 
• year in Spandau' in consequence ; been dismissed the Frus* 
sian service, and had taken si i vice with the Dutch. Lieutenant 
Spaen either did not return at all, or disliked the aspects when 
he did, and immcdiatelj^ withdrew to Holland again, cWhich 
probably was wise of him. At a late period, King Friedrich, 
then a great King, on one of his Clevc Journeys, fell in with 
Spaen; who had become a Dutch tfcueralof rank, and was of 
good manners and style of couveisaiion : King Friedrich was 
charmed to see him ; became his guest for the night ; conversed 
delightfully with him, about old J'russian matters and about 
new; and m the colloquy never once alluded to that interest- 
ing passage in his young life and Spaen’sJ-*^ Hard as polished 
steel! thinks Spaen peihaps; but, if candid, mqst ask himself 
withal. Are facts any softer, or the Laws of Kingship to a man 
that holds it ? — Keith silcnriy did his Lieutenant-Colonelcy with 
the appendages, w hile life lai.tcd^: of the Page Keith, hi$ Bro- 
ther, who indeed had bkibbed noon the Pnnee, as \vc remem- 
ber, and was not entitled to be clamorous, I never heard that 
there was any notice taken ; and figure him to myself as walking 
with shouldered firelock, a private F usilcer, all his life after- 
wards, with many reflection? on things ft^gonc.^- 

Old friendship, it would seem, is without weight in public 
appointments here: old friends arc .somewhat astoni.->hcd to find 
this friend of theirs a King cvciy inch! To old comrades, if 

50 Sir JonAs Hanway, yV/aWc, 8 cc. (London u 303, Date of the Gift la 

1750. ^ Nu i>Cii, vi. 178. 

5 ® These and the other Pnivion K«*h ii .irc .ill ul Si oU U cxti ai tion . iht PrufcMan^, 
ill natural Gemau fa«.hion, nmruntntc ibcii nanir /CuA (Kn«;h'.h **Kite** no* 
dune of the y in it), as may be wurih rcmciubcnn^ m a more unponant ifl!i>iai)ce. 
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they were useless, much more if they were worse than useless, 
how disappointing! ^‘One wretched Herr’ (name lUppressed, 
but known at the lime, and talked of, and whispered of), ‘ who 

* had^ like several others, hoping to nsc that way, been indus- 

* trious in encouraging the Crown-PHhice's vices as to women, 

* was so shocked at the return he now met, that in despair he 

* hanged himself in Ldbeyun’ (L(3ljegUn, Magdeburg Country): 
here is a case for the humane! — 

Frieni Key scrling himself, ‘^Ciesarion’* that ysed to be, can 
get nothing, though \vc love him much; being an idle topsy* 
tprvy tellow with revenues of his own. Jordan, with his 
drawn wit, P'rench logics, Literary Travels, thin exactitude; 
what can be done for Jordan? Him also his new Mjjesty loves 
much; and knows that, without some official living, poor Jor- * 
dan has no resource. Jordan, after some ^vailing and survey, 
is made “ Inspector of the Poor;” — busy this Autumn looking 
out for vacant houses, and arrangemenLs for the thousand spin- 
ning women; — continues to be employed in mixed literary ser- 
vices (hunting-up of Formey, for Editor, was one instance), and 
to be in much real intimacy. That also was perlups about the 
real amount of alniable Jordan. To get Jordan a livmg by 
planting him in some office which he could not do ; to warm 
Jordan by burning our royal bed for him; that had not entered 
into the mind of Jordan’s royal friend. The M unchows he did 
promote; the Finks, sons of his tutor Finkenslcin: to these 
and other old comrades, in whom he had discovered fitness, it 
is no doubt abundantly grateful to liim 10 rc( oiznise and employ 
it. As he notably docs, in these and in other instances. But 
before all things he has decided to remember that he is King; 
that he must accept the lawb of tnai uust, and do //, or 

not have done anything. 

An inv^erse sign, pointing in the same way, is the passion- 
ate search he is making in Foreign Countries for such men as 
will suit him. In thc»o same inoi^hs, for example, he bethinks 
him of two Counts ^chmettau, in the yVustnau Service, wdth 
whom he had made acquaintance in the Rhine Campaign : 
of a Count von Rothenburg, whom he saw in the French Camp 
there ; and is negotiating to have them if possible, Tlio Schmet- 
laus are T^russian by birth, though in Ausiiitwii Service ; them 
be obtains under form of an Onler home, with good conditions 

S3 K'lstpr, CharacUrzUga des von Sal^^rn (Uciliji, p. Ci* 
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under it; t^ey came, and proved useful xl^en to him. Rothen^ 
burg, a Shining kind of figure in Diplomacy as well as Soldier- 
ship, was Alsatian German, foreign to Prussia; but him too 
Fnedrich obtained, and i^de much of, as will be notable by and 
by* Ami in fact the soul of all these noble tendencies in Fried- 
nrli, u’iiicli surely are considerable, is even this, That he loves 
men of merit, and does not love men of none ; that he has an 
endless appetite for men of merit, and feels, consciously and 
otherwise, thdit they are the one thing beautiful, the one thing 
needful to him. 

This, which is the product of all fine tendencies, is likewise 
their centre or focus out of which they start again, with some 
chance of fulfilment ; — and we may judge in how many direc- 
tions Friedrich was willing to expand himself, by the multifa- 
rious kinds he was inviting, and negotiating for. Academicians, 
— and not Maupertuis only, but all manner of mathematical 
geniuses (Euler whom he got, 's Gravesande, Muscherffcroek, 
whom he failed of) ; and Literary geniuses innumerable, first 
and last. Academicians, Musicians, Players, Dancers even; 
much more Soldiers and Civil-Service men : no man that car- 
ries any honest **Cando'* about with him but may expect some 
welcome here. Which continued through Friedrich’s reign ; and 
involved him in much petty trouble, not always successful in 
the lower kinds of it. For his Court was the cynosure of ambi- 
tious creatures on the wing, or inclined for taking wing : like 
a lantern kindled in the darkness of the world ; — and many 
owls impinged upon him ; whom Jie had to dismiss with bre- 
vity. 

Perhaps it had been beUtr to stand by mere Prussian or 
Gei-man merit, native to the ground? Or rather, undoubtedly 
it had! In some departments, as m the military, the adminis- 
trative, diplomatic, t riedrich was himself among the best of 
judges : but in various other^ he had mainly (mainly, by no 
means blindly or solely) to accept noise of reputation as evidence 
of merit ; and in these, if we compute with rigour, his success 
was intrinsically not considerable. The more honour to him 
that he never wearied of trying. ' A man that does not care 
for merit,* says the ad^ge, 'cannot himself have any.* But a 
King that does not care for merit, what shall we say of such 
a King!— 
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Behaviour to his Mother; to his Wife* 

One other fine featurOi significaTg; of many, let us notice : 
his affection for his Mother. When his Mother addressed him 
as Your Majesty/* he answered, as the Books are careful to 
tell us : “ Call me Son ; that is the Title of all others most 
agreeable to me !'* Words which, there can be no doubt, came 
from the ^eart. Fain would he shoot forth to greatness in filial 
piety, as olherwise ; fain solace himself in doing something kind 
to his Mother, Generously, lovingly ; though again with clear 
view of the limits. He decrees for her a Title higher than had 
been customary, as well as more accordant with his feelings ; . 
not Queen Dowager,” but “ Her Majesty the Queen Mother.” 
He decides to build her a new Palace ; ‘ under the Lindens’ it 
is to be, and of due magnificence : in a month or two, he had 
even got bits of the foundation dug, and the Houses to be pulled 
down bought or bargained for;^^ — which enterprise, however, 
was renounced, no doubt with consent, as the public aspects 
darkened. Notliing in the way of honour, in the way of real 
affection heartily felt and demonstrated, was wanting to Queen 
Sophie in her widowhood. But, on the other hand, of public 
influence no vestige was allowed, if any was ever claimed ; and 
the good kind Mother lived in her Monbijou, the centre and 
summit of Berlin society ; and restricted herself wisely to pri- 
vate matters. She has her domesticities, family affections, read- 
ings, speculations; gives evening parties at Monbijou. One 
glimpse of her in 1742 we get, that of a perfectly private royal 
Lady ; which though it has meaning, yet as it is authentic, 
coming from Busching’s hamd, may serve as one little twinkle 
in that total darkness, and shall be left to the reader and his 
fancy : 

A Count Henkel, a Tiburingian gentleman, of high speculation, high 
pietistic wi^ys, extremeljii devout, and given even to writing of religion, 
came to Berlin about some Silesian properties, — a man I should thmk 
of lofty melancholic aspect ; and, in severe type, somewhat ot a lion, 
on account of his Book called ^Deathbed Scenes^ m four Volumes.* Cam a 
to Berlin; ^d on the 15th August 174a, towards evening (as the cvei- 
punclual Busching looking into llenkePs Papers gives it), ‘was pie- 
‘ sented to the Queen Mother ; who retained him to supper ; supper not 

* beginning till about ten o’clock. The Queen Mother was extremely 

• 

** HQdeAbeek, fs (30th Juiie*>93d Aug. 1740); and correct Stenzel (iv. 44). 
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* gracious to Henkel ; but investigated him a good deal, and put a great 
‘ many questions/ not quite easy to answer in that circle, ‘as, Wlty He 
‘ did not play? What he thought ot comedies and operas? Wl^t 
‘ Preachers he was acquainfid with in Perlin? Whether he too was a 

* Writer of Books?’ (covertly alluding to the Deathbed Sc^is^ notes 
Biisching), ‘ And abundance other questioning. She also tecotmted 

* many fantastic anecdotes (zvV/ Abcnteuerlkhes) about Count von ZiUzen* 

* dorf’ (Founder of far-shining spiritual Paladin of that day, 
whom her Majesty lliinks rather a spiritual Quixote) ; ‘ and declared 
‘ that they were strictly true.’^* Upon whidi, exit Henkch borne by 
Busching, and our light is snuffed out. 

This is one momentary glance I have met with of Queen 
Sophie in her Dowager state. The rest, though there were 
seventeen years of it in all, is silent to mankind and me; and 
only her death, and her Son’s great grief about it, so great as 
to be surprising, is mentioned in the Books. 

Actual painful sorrow about his Father, much more <my 
new outburst ol weeping and lamenting, is not on record, after 
that first morning. Time does its work; and in such a whirl 
of occupations, sooner than elsewhere : and Uie loved Dead lie 
silent in their mausoleum m our hearts, — serenely sad as Eter- 
nity, not in loud soriow as of Time. Friedrich was pious as a 
Son, however he might be on other heads. To the last years 
of his life, as from the first days of his reign, it was evident in 
what honour iic held Frieilrich Wilhelm’s memory; and the 
words “my Father,” when they turned-up in discourse, had in 
that fine voice of his a tone which the observers noted. ‘To 
‘ Ins Mother he failed no da\, when in Berlin, however busy, 

‘ to make his \isit ; and he never spoke to her, except hat in 
‘ hand.’ 

With his own Queen, Friedrich still consorts a good deal, 
in these first tunes ; is with hei at Charlottenburg, Berlin, 
Potsdam, Reinsberg, for a or two, as^ccasion gives; some- 
times at Reinsberg for weeks running, imthe intervals of war 
and business : glad to be at rest amid his old pursuits, by the 
side of a kind innocent being familiar to him. So it lasts for 
a length of time. Bui these happy intervals, we can remark^ 
grow rarer ; whether the Lady’s humour, as they bedame rarer, 
might not sink withal, and produce an acceleration in the rate 
of decline? She wms thought to be capable of ‘pouting (faire 
la /achd^y at one period! We arc left to our guesses; thm ii 

w Bdi.ching's £eytrd^f iv. 37. 
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not anywhere the smallest whisper to gnide us. l>eep silence 
i‘eigns in all Prussiim Books. — feel yr to suspect yourselt 
neglected, and to become more amiable therettpon (in which 
course alone lies hope), is di/ficuh hr any (.)ue€nl Enough, 
we can^observe these meetings, within two or three years, have 
become much rarer; and pcrhai>s about the end of the third 
or fourth year, they altogttlier L..a^e; and pass merely into the 
formal cljaractcr. In which state they continued fixed, liable 
to no uncertainty ; and were transacted, to the end of Fried- 
rich’s life, with inflexible regularity as the annual reviews were. 
This is a curious section of his life; which there will be other 
opportunities of noticing. B«it there is vet no thought of it 
anywhere, nor for years to come ; though fables to the contrary * 
were once current in Books.2<i 

Change in hh Father* s Meihoits or Ministries. 

In the old mode of Administration, in the Ministries, Go- 
vernment Boards, he made no change. Those administrative 
methods of his wise Father’s an* adnurablc tf» Friedrich, who 
knows them well; and they continue to be so These men of 
his Father’s, them also Fiicdrich kno\v» .int’ that they were 
well chosen. In methods or in men, he is inclined to make the 
minimum of allcralion at present. One Finance Hofrath of a 
projecting turn, named Eckart, who had abused the last weak 
years of Friedrich Wilhelm, and much altlicted mankind by 
the favour he was in: this Eckart Friedrich appointed a com- 
mission to inquire into ; found the public right in regard to 
Eckart, and dismissed him with ignominy, not with much other 
punishment. Minister Boden, on the contrary, high in the 
Finance Department, wlio had also been much grumbled at, 
Friedrich found to be a good man : and Friedrich not only 
retained Baden, but^ advanced Jjim ; and continued to make 
more and more uset of him in time coming, f lis love of per- 
fection in work done, his care of thrift, seemed almost greater 
than his late Father’s had been, — to the disappointment oi 
many. In the other Departments, Podewils, Thulmeyer and 
the rcst^ent on as heretofore; — only^in general with less to 
do, the young King doing more himself than had been usual. 
Valon, 'mongros Valori (my fat Valor i),' French Minister here, 

^ Laveaux ; &c. 
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whom we shall know better, writes home# of the new King of 
Prussia ; * fte begins his government, as by all appearance he 

* will carry it on, in a highly satisfactory way ; everywhere 

* traits of benevolence, sympathy for his subjects, respect shown 

* to the memory of the Cliccased,'®" — ^no change inadei where 
it evidently is not for the better. 

Friedrich's 'Three principal Secretaries of State,* as we 
should designate them, arc very remarkable. Three Clerks he 
found, or had known of, somewhere in the Public Ofi&es; and 
now took, under some advanced title, to be specially his own 
Private Clerks ; three vigorous long-headed young fellows, 
‘Eichel, Schuhmacher, Lautensack’ the obscure names of 
them out of whom, now and all along henceforth, he got 
immensities of work in that kind. They lasted all his life ; 
and, of course, grew ever more expert at their function. Close, 
silent ; exact as machinery : ever ready, from the smallest clear 
hint, marginal pencilmark, almost from a glance of the e»^ e, to 
clothe the Royal Will in official form, with the due rugged 
clearness and thrift of words. ' Came punctually at four in the 
morning in summer, five in winter;* did daily, the day's work; 
and kept their mouths well shut. Avery notable Trio of men; 
servipg his Majesty and the Prussian Nation as Principal Se- 
cretaries of State, on those cheap terms nay almost as Houses 
of Parliament with Standing Committees and appendages, so 
many of Parliament admittedly rather wise, being passed 
daily by his Majesty’s help and theirs ! — Friedrich paid them 
rather well; they saw no society; lived wholly to their work, 
and to their own families. Eichel alone of the three was men- 
tioned at all by mankind, and th^t obscurely ; an * abstruse, 

‘ reserved, long-headed kind of man and * made a great deal 
‘ of money in the end,’ insinuates Buschingj^^*^ no friend of 
Friedrich’s or his. 

In superficial respects, again, Friedrich finds that the Prus- 
sian King ought to have a Kiirg’s Establishment, and maintain 
a decent splendour among his neighbours,— as is not quite the 
case at present. In this respect he does make changes. A 
certain quantity of new Pages, new Goldsticks ; some con- 
siderable, not too considenible, new-furbishing of the Royal 

Mimeires d^s Ntgocutiums du Marquis de Valori (Ji Palis, 1820), i 
13th, 1740’). A valuable Book, which we shall often have to quote : edited in a la- 
mentably ignorant manner. 

a* Rbdenbeck, 15th Juno 174m ® v. 338, 
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Household, — as it ♦ere, a fair coat of new paint, yith gilding 
not profuse, — brought it to the right pitch for this King, About 
'a hundred and fifty* new figures of the Page and Goldstick 
kind, is the reckoning given.^® So jpany of these and there 
is an increase of 16,000 to one’s Army going on : that is the 
proportion noticeable. In the facts as his Father left them 
Friedrich persisted all his life ; *in the semblances or outer 
vestures he changed, to this extent for the present — ^These 
are the Aienomena of Friedrich's Accession, noted by us. 

Readers see there is radiance enough, perhaps slightly in 
excess, but of intrinsically good quality, in the Aurora of this 
new Reign, A brilliant valiant young King ; much splendour 
of what yy could z. golden or soft nature (visible in thoscT 
^ New-^/ doings of his, in those strong affections to his 
Friend^^ and also, what wc like almost better in him, some- 
th! a steeldfright or stcllao- splendour (meaning, clearness 
of e^ight, intrepidity, severe loyalty to fact), — which is a 
fiiyAddition to the softer element, and will keep it and its 
lanthropies afid magnanimities well under lale. Such a 
[an is rare in this world ; how extremely rare such a man 
>orn King ! He is swift and he is persistent ; sharply dis- 
cerning, fearless to resolve and perform ; carries his great en- 
dowments lightly, as if they were not heavy to him. He has 
known hard misery, been taught by stripes ; a light stoicism 
sits gracefully on him. 

What he will grow to ?’* Probably to something con- 
siderable. Very certainly to something far short of his aspi- 
rations ; ^ far different from^his own hopes ; and the world's 
concerning him. It is not wc, it is Father Time that does 
the controlling and fulfilling of our hopes ; and strange work 
he makes of them and us. For example, has not Friedrich’s 
grand * New Era,* inaugurated by- him in a week, with the 
leading spirits all adoring, issued since in French Revolution 
and a ‘world well suicided,* — the leading spirits much thrown- 
out in consequence ! New Era has gone to great lengths since 
Friedrich's time; and the leading spirits do not, now adore 
it, but 5%wn over it, or worse ! Which changes to us the then 
aspect of Friedrich, and his epoch and his aspirations, a good 
the whole, Friedrich will go his way, Time and the 

^ i. ^53. 
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leading spFrits going theirs ; and, like the rest ol us, will grow 
to what he can, llis actual size is not great among the King- 
doms : his outward resources ai’c ratiier to be called small. 
The Prussian Dommion tit that date is, in extent, about Pour- 
fifths of an England Proper, and perhaps not one-fifth so fertile; 
subject Population is well »nder Two Millions and a Half; 
Revenue not much above One Million Sterling, — very small, 
were not thrift such a vectigaL 

This young King is magnanimous ; not much to bo called 
ambitious, or not in the vulgar sense almost at all, — strange 
as it may sound to readers. His hopes at this time are many; 
— and among them, I perceive, there is not wanting secretly, 
in spite of his experiences, some hope that he himself may be 
a good deal “ happier” than formerly. Nor is there any as- 
cetic humour, on his part, to forbid trial. He is much deter- 
mined to try. Probably enough, as we guess and gathtr, his 
agreeablcst antieijiationh, at this time, were of Reinsberg : How, 
in the intervals of work well done, be would live there wholly 
to the Muses ; have chobcn spirits round him, his collo- 
quies, his suppers of the gods. Why not r There might be 
a King of intellects conceivable withal ; protecting, cherishing, 
practically guiding the chosen Illuminative Souls of this world. 
A new Charlemagne, the smallest new Charlemagne of Spi- 
ritual type, with his Paladins round him ; how gloriou.s, how 
salutary in the dim generations now going ! — These too were 
hopes which proved signally futile. Rigorous Time could no^ 
grant these at all granted, in his own hard way, other thingi 
instead. Put, all along, the Lifcaelement, the Epoch, thougl 
Friedrich took it kindly and never complained, was' ungenia 
to such a man. 

‘ Somewhat of a rotten ICpoch, this into which Friedrich has beei 
^ bom, to shape Iiimself and his activities roy^l and other!* exclaim 
Smelfungus once: ‘ In an older (%rnest Time, vijien the eternally awfu 

* ineaning$ of this Universe had not yet sunk into dubieties to any one 
‘ much less into levities or into mendacities, into huge hypocrisies care 
‘ fully regulated, — so luminous, vivid and ingenuous a young creatur 
‘ had not w^inte<l divine manna in his Pilgrimage through Life. Not 

* in that case, had he eonwe out of it in so lean a condition; But th 

* highest man of us is born Ijrother to his Contemporaries ; struggle a 

'I'he exact statistic cipher is, ac Friedrich's Aca^Ssiou : Prussian TtrfitoPiei 
a,a75 square milecGennan (56375 Kttj^lLsh); PopuintwH, 3,240,000: A mvmlKroemu , 
7,371,707 tbalcra 7 EToschen ( 1,105,756/. without the pence). Sec Preuss, Buck / f^r 
i, 49: Stenzel, iii. 692; &c. ® « 
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* he may, there is no escaping the family likeness. By spasmodic in- 

* dignani contradiction of them, by stupid compliance with them,— *you 
‘ will inversely resemble, if you do not directly j like the starling, you 

* can’t get out !‘-*-'Most surely, if there tH fall manna from Heaven, in 

* the given Generation, and notirish in us reverence and genial nOble- 
‘ ness day by day, it is blessed and well. Failing that, in reganl to our 

* poor spiritual interests, there Is sure to be one of two results ; mockery, 

* contempt, disbelief, what we may call shori diet to the length of very 

* &mine ^which was F riedrich’s case) ; or else slovv-poison, carefully 

* elaborated and provided by way of daily nourishment. 

' Unhappy souls, these same I The slow-poison has gone deep into 
' them. Instead of manna, this long while back, they have been living 
' on mouldy corrupt meats sweetened by sugar-of-lead ; — or perhaps, 

‘ like Voltaire, a few individuals prefer hunger, as the cleaner altema- ^ 
^ tive ; and in contemptuous, barren, mocking humour, not yet got the 
‘ length of geniality or indignation, snuff the enst-wind by way of spi- 

* ritual diet. Pilgriming along on such nourishment, the best human 

* souJ^iJs to become very ruddy! — Tidings al>oat Heaven are fallen so 

* uncertain, but the Earth and her joys are still interesting : “ Take to 
‘ the Earth and her joys ; — lei your soul go out, since it must ; let your 

* five senses and their appetites be well alive.” That is a drea 4 ful 

* Sham-Christiah Dispeujiatioir’ to be horn under’ 'Vou wonder at 

* the W'ant of heroism in the Eighteenth t.'<‘ntury. Wonder rather at 

* the degree of heroism il had ; wonder how many souls there still are 

* to be met with in it of some effective capability, though dieting in 

* that way,-— nothing ehe to be had in the shops about. Carterets, 

* Belleisles, Friedrichs, Voltaires; Chathams. Franklins, ChoiseuU; 

‘ there is an effective stroke of work, a fine fire of henne pride, in this 
' man and the other ; not yet extinguished by spiritual famine or slow- 

* poison j so robust is Natuie the mighty Mother!- — 

‘Butin general, that sad Gospel, “Souls extinct, Stomachs well 
' ‘ aUve!"is the credible one, nbt articulately preached, hut practically 
' * believed by the abject generations, and acle^l on as it never was be- 
‘»fore. What immense sensualities tlierc were, is known ; and also (as 

* some small offset, though that has not yet begun in 1740) what im- 

* mense quantities of Physical Lalmur and contrivance were got out of 

* mankind, in that Epf^ and down&to this day. As if, having lost its 

* Heaven, it had strutk desperately down into the F«arth ; as if it were 

* a kaverAii\Mi and not a mankind any more. We had once a Barba- 

* rossa ; and a world all grandly true. But from that to Karl VI., and 

‘ Hs Holy Romish Reich in such a state of “ Holiness*’ — !’ — I here 
Cttt-short»ny abstruse Friend. ^ 

Readers are impatient to have done with these miscel- 
laneous preludinga, and to be once definitely under way, such 
a Journey lying ahead. Yes, readers ; a Journey indeed ! 
And, at this ipoint, permit me to warn you that, where the 
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ground, wtere Dryasdust and the Destiiiies, yield anything 
humanly illustrative of Friedrich and his Work, one will have 
to linger, and carefully gather it, even as here. Large tracts 
occur, bestrewn with mare pedadtisms, diplomatic cobweh- 
beries. learned marine-stores, and inhuman matter, over which 
we shall have to skip empt;^’handed : this also was among the 
sad conditions of our Enterprise/ that it has to go now too 
slow and again too fast ; not in proportion to natural import* 
ance of objects, but to several inferior considerations withah 
So busy has perverse Destiny been on it ; perverse Destiny, 
edacious Chance ; — and the Dryasdusts, too, and Nightmares, 
in Prussia as elsewhere, we know how strong they are ! 

Friedrich’s character in old age has doubtless its curious 
affinities, its disguised identities, with these prognostic features 
and indications of his youth : and to our readers, — if we do 
ever get them to the goal, of seeing Friedrich a little witl^^jtheir 
own eyes and judgments, — there may be pleasant contrasts 
and comparisons of that kind in store, one day. But the far 
commoner experience (which also has been my own), — here 
is iSmelfungus’s stern account of that : 

‘ My friend, you will be luckier than I, if, after ten years, not to say, 

* in a sense, twenty years, thirty years, of reading and rummaging in 

* those sad Prussian Books, ancient and new (which often are laudably 
‘ authentic, too, and exact as to delails), you can gather any character 

* whatever of Friedrich, in any period of his life, or conceive him as a 
‘ Human Entity at all ! It is strange, after such thousandfold writing, 

* but it is true, his History is considerably unintelligible to mankind at 
‘ this hour; left chaotic, enigmatic, in a good many points, —thdinili- 
‘ tary part of it alone being brought to# clearness, and rendered fairly 

* conceivable and credible to those who will study. And as to the Man 
‘ himself, or what his real I’hysiognomy can have been— I — Well, it 
‘ must be owned few men were of such rapidity of face and aspect ; so 

* dilficult to seize the features of. In his action, too, there was such 
‘ rapidity, such secrecy, suddenri^s ; a man that could not be read, 

* even by the candid, except as in flashes of lightaing. And then the 

* anger of bystanders, wwcandid, who got hurt by him ; the hasty ma- 

* levolences, the stupidities, the opacities ; enough, in modem times, 

* what is saying much, perhaps no man^s motives, intentions, and pro- 
‘ cedure have been more belied, misunderstood, misrepresentec’, during 
‘ his life. Nor, I think, sinA that, have many men fared worse, by the 
‘ Limner or Biographic class, the favourable to him and the unfavour- 

* able; or been so smeared of and blotched ot, and reduced to a mere 

* blur and dazzlement oi crosslights, incoherences, incredibilities, in 
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* which nothing, not fo much as a human nose, is cleaj^y discernible 
*by way of feature!’— Courage, reader, nevertheless; on the above 
terms let us march according to promise. 


CHAPTER ri. 

THE HOMA^jNGS. 

Young Friedrich, as his Father had done, considers it un- 
necessary to be crowned. Old Friedrich, first of the name, 
and of the King scries, we did see crowned, with a pinch of 
snuff tempering th^ solemnities. I'hat Coronation once well 
done suffices all his descendants hitherto. Such an expense 
of money,' — of diluted mendacity too ! Such haranguing, ges-^ 
turing, symbolic fugling, all grown half-false : — avoid lying, 
even with your eyes, or knees, or the coat upon your back, so 
far as you easily can ! 

Mothing of Coronation : Ixit it is thought needful to have 
the Huldigungen (Homagings) done, the Fealties sworn ; and 
the young Majesty in due course goe^ about, or gives direc- 
tions, now here .now there, in his various ProMnees, getting 
that accomplished. But even in that, Friedrich is by no means 
strait-laced or punctilious ; does it commonly by Deputy : only 
in three places, Konigsberg, BctUd, Clevc, docs he appear in 
petson. Mainly by deputy ; and always with the minimum of 
fuss, and no haranguing that could be avoided. Nowhere are 
the old Stdnde (Provincial Parliaments) assembled, now or 
afterwards : sufficient for this and for every occasion are the 
** Permanent Committees of the Stande;' nor is much speak- 
ing, unessential for dispaiclWof business, used to these. 

* of Kittcrschaft mainly, of Genliy small and great, — cx- 

* isted once in all those Countries, as elsewhcic,’ .say'> one Historian; 

* and some of them, in I’reussoa, lor example, used to be rather loud, 

‘ and indined to luibul^jice, till the curb, fiom a judicious> bridle-hand, 

‘ would admonish them. Hut, for .ifong while past, — especially since 

* the Great KlcctoPs time, who got an “ Excise Law” passetl, or the 

* foundations of a good Excise Law laid / and, what wdth Kxcii.c, what 

* with Domain-Karms), had a fixeti Annual Budget, which he reckoned 
‘ fair to both parties, — they have been dying out for want of woik; 
‘ and, utKifcr Frie<lrich Williclm, may be saW to h«ave gone quite (l<Md. 

' What work was left for them? Prussian Budget is fixeil, many things 

* are fixed ; wfiy t,alk of them farther? The Prussian King, nothing of 

• ' Preuss, iv. 433; and ThronhiUeigitHgt pp, 179-383. 
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' a fool hke certain others,^— which indeed is the Cardinal po)?it, though 
my Author not say $o, — *is respectfully av4ire of the facts round 
^ hmi ^ and can listen to the rumours too, so far as he finds good The 
‘ King sets himself teiribly interested to get into the right com^e m ail 

* things, and avoui the wrong one' Piobably he does, m his way, seek 
‘ “wise Advice coucermng tlfL arduous matters of the Kingdom;" nay 
‘ Ibehexe he is diligent to have it of the wisest — who knows 

* would ilwnys give it wiser, especially Standg in the haranguing con- 
‘ dition?^ — Enough* they are nothpphed to There is no hieedom in 
that Country * No freedom to speak of * contmues he * but I do a 
‘ little envy them their Fixed Budget, and some other things What 

* pleasure there uin bt in h iving your household arrangements tumbled 
‘ into disorder e\ery new Year by a new contrived scale of expenses 

* for you, f never could ascertain ^ 

Friedrich is not the man to awaken Parliamentary sleep 
ing-dogs well settled b) his Ancestors Once or twice, out of 
Preussen, m f nedneh Wilhelm s time, there was heard some 
whimper, which sounded like the beginning of a bark But 
Friedrich Wilhelm was on the alcit for it Are you eomwg m 
with your Au Pozwalam (your Liberum Veto), then? None 
of your Polish vvganes here * Lout le pays sera ruini (the 
iVl^ole Country will be ruined;, say you? /Such had been 
the poor Marshal or Provincial Speaker's Remonstrance on 
one occasion) ‘ I don t believe a word of that But I do be- 
‘ licve the Government b> /utdtr\ (Country Squires) ‘and Nte 

* Pozwalam will be ruined, —as it is fully meant to be I ‘I 
‘ am establishing the King s Sovereignty like a rock of bronze 
‘ {Ich stabile € dit laouvtfainetat wie emeu Rocher von Bronze)' 
some extremely strong kind of rock Ihis was one of Fried- 
rich Wilhelms marginalia in icsponse to such a thing, and 
the mutinous whimper died out agf in Parliamentary Assem** 
blages are sometimes C ollevtive \\isdoms, but by no means 
always so In Magdeburg we remember what tioub^e Fned- 
nch Wilhelm had with his imi easonable Ritters Ritters there, 
m their assembled apacity, had the Reich behind them, and 
could not be dealt with like Pf cussen buf Friedrich Wilhelm, 
by wise slow methods* managed Magdeburg too, and reduced 
It to silence, or to words necessary for dispatch of business 

In each Province, a Permanent Committee, — chosen, I 
suppose, by King and Knights assenting , chosen I Vnow not 
bow, but admitted to be wisely chosen, — represents the once 

^ Fumer b IH {Urliundenhuuh,\ so) iVeuss, iv 44011. [pM 

formula 01 Lt^erum Vt Cq) bigmfies " 1 X)o»’t Perout I ' 
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Paiiiament or and has its potency for doing good 

service in regard to^all Provincial matters, from«roads and 
bridges upwards* and is impotent to do the least harnt. Roads 
Jtnd bridges, Church matters, repartition of the Land-dues, 
Army matters, ~^iii fact they are an«cffectivc non-haranguing 
Parliament, to the King's Deputy in every such Province ; well 
calculated to illuminate and forward his subaltern Amtmen 
and him* Nay, we observe it is oftenest in the way of gifts 
and solacgmcnts that the King articulately communicates with 
these Committees or their Ritterschafts. Projects for draining 
of Bogs, for improved Highways, for better Husbandry ; loan% 
granted them, Loan-Banks established for the Province’s be- 
hoof ; — no need of parliamentary eloquence on such occasions, 
but of something far different. 

It is from this quiescent, or busy but noiseless kind of 
Stdnde and Populations that Friedrich has nis Huldigiing Xo 
take ; — and the operation, whether done personally or by de- 
puty, must be an abundantly simple one. lie, for his part, 
is fortunate enough to find everywhere the Sovereignty «fr- 
iahlUked; ** rock of bronze” not the least shaken in his time. 
He will graciously undertake, by Written Act, which is read 
before the Sfdnde, King or King’s Deputy witnessing there, 
‘To maintain the privileges’ of his S/aJide nncl Populations; 
the S/dffd^ answer, on oath, with lifted hand, and express 
invocation of Heaven, That they will obey him as true subjects : 
And so,' — doubtless with something of dining superaddod, but 
no whisper of it put on record, — the Huidigung will everywhere 
very quietly transact itself. 

The Huldigiing itself is j^othing to us, even with Friedrich 
there, — as at Konigsberg, Berlin, Clcve, the three exceptional 
places. To which, nevertheless, let us briefly attend him, for 
the sake of here and there some direct glimpse we may get of 
the then Friedrich's actual physiognomy and ways. Other 
direct view, or the clfance of suc^, is not conceded us out of 
those sad Prussian Books ; which are very full on this of the 
Hiihiigungt silent on so many other points.^ 

Friedrich accepts tfu Homages^ personally^ in Three Places, 

To KJnigsberg is his first excursion* on this errand. Preus- 
sen has perhaps, or may be suspected of having, some rem- 
9 Preuss, Tkr 0 »beitetst*ns, p. 382. 
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nants of soyr humours left in it, and remembrances of Stdnde 
with haranguings and even mutinies : there it anywhere the 
King in person may do good on such an occasion. He left 
Berlin, July 7th, bound thitherward ; here is Note of that first 
Royal Tour, — specimen of several hundreds such, which he 
,had to do in the course of the next Forty-five years. 

t 

‘ Friend Algarotti, charming talker, attended him ; who else, official 

* and non-official, ask not. The Journey is to be circuitous ; to com- 

* bine various businesses, and also to have its amusements. They went 

* by Ciistrin; glancing at old known Counhy, which is at its greenest 
‘ in this season. By Ciistrin, across the Neumark, into Pommern ; after 
‘ that by an intricate winding loute; reviewing regiments, inspecting 

* garrisons, now heie now there; doing all manner of inspections; talk- 

* ing 1 know not w'hat ; oftenest lodging with favoured Generals, if it 

* suited. Distance to Konigsberg, by the direct road, is about 500 miles ; 

* by thi') winding one, it must have been 800; Journey thither took nine 

* days in all. Obliquely thioiigh INmimcni, almost to the coasij%of the 
‘Baitic; their ultimatum tluic a place called Coslin, where they re- 

* viewed with strictness, — omitting Colbcrg, a small Sea-Fortress not 
‘ far rearw’ard, time being short. Thence into West- Preir sen, iiito 
‘Polish Territory, and swiftly across that; kcephg Dant/ig and its 
‘ noises wide enough to the kft: one night in Poland ; and the next 
‘ they are m Ost-Preussen, place called Lieb-stadt, — again on. home- 
‘ ground, and diligently reviewing there. 

* The review at Liebstadt is rcinaikable in this, That the regiments, 
‘ one regiment especuilly, not being what was ft, a certain Grcnadier- 
‘ Captain got cashiered on the spot ; and the old Commandant himself 
‘ was soon after ponsionefl, and more gcrlly sent his ways. So strut 
‘ is his Majesty. Coutraiiwise, he found Lieutenant-General von Katte^s 
‘ Garrison, at Angerbuig, next clay, in a very high perfection ; and 
‘ Colonel PosadowskyS regiment apeevHy so; with which latter gentle- 
‘ man he lodged that night, and made him farther happy by the OrdtY 
‘ of Merit: Colonel Posadowsky, Gaiiison of Angerburg, far off in Kast- 
‘ Preussen, Chevalier of the Older of Meiit henceforth, if wc ever meet 
‘ him again. 'Po the good old Lieutenant-General von Katte, who no 
‘ doubt dined with them, his Majesty handed, on the same occasion, a 
‘ Patent of Feldmanschall; — intends soon to make him Graf; and did 
‘ it, as readers know. Both Colonel and General attended him ihence- 
‘ forth, still by a circuitous route, to Konigsberg, to assist in the solem- 
‘ nities there. By Gumbinnen, by Trakchnen, — the Stud of Trakelmeu : 
‘ that also his Majesty saw, and made review of ; not wdlhou^^ emotion, 
‘ we can fancy, as the sleek colts w’ere trotted out on those new terms I 

* At Tmkehnen, Katte and the Colonel would be his Majesty’s guests, 

* for the night they stayed. This is their extreme point eastward ; 

* Konigsberg now lies a good way west of them. But ax Trakehneu 
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<*they turn j and, Satmlay 1 6th July 1740, after another hiijidrcd miles 
‘ or so, along the pleasant valley of the Pregel, get to IConigsberg : 

• ready to begin business on Monday moniing,— on Sunday if neces- 

On Sunday there did a kind of nfemorability occur : The 
Huldigungs-Predigt (Homage Sermon) by a Reverend Herr 
Quandt, Chief Preacher there. Which would not be worth men- 
tioning, except for this circumstance, that his Majesty exceed- 
ingly admired Quandt, and thought him a most Demosthenic 
genius, and the best of all the Germans. QuandPs text was in 
these words ; ‘ Thine are we^ David, and on thy side, thou Son 
‘ Peace, peace he mtto thee, and peace he to thine 

• helpers ^ for thy Godhelpeth theel^ Quandt began, in a sonor- 
ous voice, raising his face with respectful enthusiasm to the 
King, ** Thine are we, O Friedrich, and on thy side, thou Son 
of Friedrich Wilhelm;” and so went on : sermon brief, sonor- 
ous, co^ipact, and sticking close to its text. P'nedrich stood 
iriimovable, gazing on the eloquent Demosthenic Quandt, with 
admiration heightened by surprise ; — wrote of Quandt to Vol- 
taire ; and, with sustained enthusiasm, to the Publii long after- 
wards ; and to the epd of his days was wont to make Quandt 
an exception, if perhaps almost the only one, from German bar- 
barism, and disharmony of mind and tongue. So tliat poor 
Quandt cannot ever since get entirely forgotten, but needs al- 
ways to be raked up again, for this reason when others have 
ceased ; an almost melancholy adventure for poor Quandt and 
Another t — 

The Huldigung was rather grand ; Harangue and Coun- 
ter^harangue permitted to the due length, and proper festivities 
following : but the Stdnde could not manage to get into vocal 
covenanting or deliberating at all ; Friedrich before leaving 
Berlin had answered their hint or request that way, in these 
words : ‘ We are likewise graciously inclined to give to the 
' said Stdnde, before their HoniaginJ;', the same assurance which 

• they got from our rferr Father’s Majesty, who is now with 

• God,’— general assurance that their, and everybody’s, ‘Rights 
shall be maintained’ (as we see they are), — * with which, it is 

• hoped ijtogcntlich), they will be content, jnd get to peace upon 

• this matter {sick dahei berukigen werden).'^ It will be best 
for them t 

* From ProMss, Throfibestcijpms^, pp. 383, 383; Rfldenbeck, p. x6; &c. 

* Fir^t Chronteks, xii 28. 0 Preuss, Thronb^sUigung, p. 380, 

VOL, IV. ' D 



34 FRIEDRICH TAKES THE REINS. Book% 

Friedrjch gave away much corn hevef; that is, opened his 
Corn*Granaries, on charitable terms, and took all manner of 
measures, here as in other places, for relief of the scarcity there 
was. Of the illuminations, nover so grand, the reader shall 
hear nothing. A *Tor^-Procession of the Students* turned 
out a pretty thing ; — Students marching with torches, with 
hne wind*music, regulated enthusiasm, fine succinct address to 
his Majesty; and all the world escorting, with its Live For- 
ever r* Friedrich gave the Students * a Trink-Gela^ (Banquet 
of Liquors),* how arranged I do not know : and to the Speaker 
of the Address, a likely young gentleman with Von to his name, 
he offered an Ensigncy of Foot (‘in Camas's Fusileer Regi* 
ment,* — Camas now gone to Paris, embassying), which was 
joyfully accepted. Joyfully accepted ; — and it turned out wett 
for all parties ; the young gentleman having risen, where merit 
was the rule of using, and become Graf and Lieutenant-Gene* 
ral, in the course of the next fifty years. ^ 

Huldigung and Torch -Procession over, the Royal Party 
dashed rapidly off, next morning ( 21 st July), homewards by the 
shortest route ; and, in three days more, byErankfiirt-on-Oder 
(where a glimpse of General Schwerin, a favourite General, 
was to be had), were safe in Berlin ; received with acclama- 
tion, nay with * blessings and even tears* some say, after this 
pleasant Fortnight's Toui. General Schwerin, it is rumoured, 
will be made Feldinarschali straightway, the M unchows are 
getting so promoted as wc said ; edicts are coming out, much 
business speeding forward, and the tongues of men keep 
wagging. 

!« 

Berlin Huldtgung, — and indeed, by Deputy, that of nearly 
all the other Towns, — was on Tuesday August 2d. At Berlin 
his Majesty was present in the matter : but, except the gazing 
multitudes, and hussar regiments, ranged in the Schloss-Plate 
and streets adjoining, tliAe was little of notable in it; the 
upholstery arrangements thrifty in the extreme. His Majesty 
is prone to thrift in this of the Huldigung, as would appear ; 
perhaps regarding the affair as scenic merely. Here, besides 
this of Berlin, is another instance just occurring, . It appears, 
the Quedlinburg people, shut out from the light of the actual 
Roy^ Countenance, cannot do their Homaging by Deputyi 

7 Freuss, p. 187. “ 
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without at least a PAtrait of the King and of the Queen: How 
jnanage ? asks the (liGcial Person. Have a coupU of Daubs 
done in Berlin, three guineas apiece ; send them these,’* ans- 
wers the King I® 

Here in the Berlin Schloss, scen§ the Large Hall within 
doors, there is a ' platform raised three steps ; and on this, 

* by way of a kind of throne, an armchair covered with old 

* black velvet the whole surmonifted by a canopy also of old 
black velvet : not a sublime piece of upholstery ; but reckoned 
adequate. Friedrich mounted the thr^ee steps; stood beiorc 
the old chair, his Princes standing promiscuously behind it 
his Ritters in quantity, in front and to right and left, on the 
floor. Some Minister of the Interior explains suitably, not at 
too great length, what they are met for ; some junior ( )fficivil, 
junior but of quality, responded briefly, for himself and liis or- 
der, to the effect, Yea, truly the Iluldigun^s - Urkundc 
(Deed of Homage) was then read by the proper Clerk, and the 
Ritteis^all swore; audibly, with lifted hands, 'Phis is ihe Rit- 
ter Huldigung. 

His Majesty then steps out to the Balcony, Oath and 
Plomage of the general Population, General population gave 
its oaih, and ‘three great shouts over and above.' “A'j Icbe 
der Konig r thrice, with all ihcir throats. Upon which a 
shower of Medals, “ Homage-Medals,” gold and silver (quan- 
tity not mentioned) rained down upon them, in clue succession ; 
and were scrambled for, in the usual way. ‘ His Majesty,’ 
they write, and this is pet haps the one point woiih notice, *lii:» 

* Majesty, contrary to custom and to etiquette, remained on the 
‘ Balcony, some time after ccremon\, perhaps a lull half- 
-hour;’ — silent ihcic, ‘with iii^ look attentively on the 
' immeasurable multitude before the Scblo^ s ; and seemed sunk 
- in deep rellection {^BeiraLdiung) \ — an almost iiwuiily eloquent 
though inarticulate plu.nomeuon to his IMajLsl). that of those 
multitudes scrambliiig#and hu/.*:alnjig therein 

These, with the <?lovo one, are all the Ilomagings rriecl- 
rich was personally piesent at ; the otheis he did by Deputy, 
all in one day (ed August) ; and without fuss. Scenic mat- 
ters these in which, except -where he qfin, as in the Kdnigs- 

' On doit fatr^ i'arhomlUr de Mctuvauis cPjfitti* Ct.DoiUKi iu so 

Fr ' , 1) ( U>kum. 6 rHbiuh^ s.- sis). 

Vxeuca^ i hi p, 389. 
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berg case, combine inspections and gr/ve businesses with 
them, he takes no interest* However, he is now, for the sake 
chiefly of inspections and other real objects, bent on a Journey 
to Cleve; — the fellow of that to Kdnigsbefg: Kdnigsberg, 
Preussen, the easternmoS outlying wing of his long straggling 
Dominions; and then Cleve-Jiilich, its counterpart on the south- 
western side, — there also, with such contingencies hanging 
over Cleve-Jiilich, it were proper to make some mustering of 
the Frontier garrisons and afFairs*^® His Majesty so^purposes : 
and we purpose again to accompany, ^ — not for inspection and 
mustering, but for an unexpected reason. The grave Journey 
to Cleve has an appendage, or comic side-piece, hanging to 
it; more than one appendage; which the reader must not 
miss! — Before setting out, read these two Fractions, snatched 
from the Diplomatist Wastebag ; looking well, we gain there 
some momentary view of Friedrich on the business side. Of 
Friedrich, and also of Another: 

Sunday 14th Augiust 1740, Dickens, who has been reporting hitherto 
in a favourable, though in a languid exoteric manner, not being in any 
height of favour, England or he, — ^liad express Audience of his Majesty; 
being summoned out to Votsrtam for that end : * Sunday evening, about 
7 P.M.,' — Majesty intending to be off on the Cleve Journey tomorrow. 
Let us accompany Dickens. Readers may remember, George II. has 
been at Hanover for .some weeks past; Bielfeld diligently grinnbg 
euphemisms and courtly graciosities to him ; Truchsess hinting, on op- 
portunity, tliat there aic perhaps weighty businesses in the rear; which, 
however, on the Britannic side, seem loath to start. Britannic Majesty 
is much at a loss about his Spanish War, so dangerous for kindling 
France and the whole world upon him. In regard to wliich Prussia 
might be so impoitaiit, for or agaiil>t. — This, in compressed form, is 
what Dickens witnessc'> at Pol«:clam that Sunday evening from 7 P.M. : 

* Audience lasted above an hour: King tumccl diiectly upon biisi- 

* ness; widies to have ‘‘ Categorical Answers” as to Three Points al- 
‘ ready submitted to Ids Britannic Majesty \s consideration. Cleai footing 

* indispensable between us. '^hat you wagit of me? say it, and be 

* plain. What I want of ynu is, These llircc filings : 

* I®. Guarantee for Jiihch and Berg. All the world knows 

* the.se Duchies are. Will his Britannic Majesty gunianlee me tliei'c? 

* And if so, How, and to what lengtlis, will he proceed about it? 

* Settlement about 0,st-Friesland. Expectancy of O^t-FrieUand, 

* soon to fall hciiles.^, wlftch was granted me long since, though Hanover 

In regard to the Day of IJuldigiing at Ckve, which happily is not of the least 
moment to us, Preuss ( p. 390) w!A.iiel(tcn-Gesi,h\(.hU ^\, 4S3)seem 
to he in contradiction. 
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^ makea hagglings, coiftter-claimings ; I must have som# Settlement 


‘ about that. 


‘3^ Ihe like about those perplexities i» Meclclenbutg. No dilfi- 

* culty there if wc try heartily, nor is there ^uch pressing h^te about it. 

* 1 he$e are my three claims; on England ; and I will fry to serve 

* Englmd as far m return, if it mil tell me how. Ah, beware of 
‘ Ihi owing yourself into the arms of I* raiy c modestly suggests Dickens 

* — Well, if h ranee will guarantee me those Duchjt«, and you will 

* not do anyhmg^” answers his Majesty with a fine laugh Lnglaiid 
‘ I consider ijiy most natural fnend and ally ; but I must know what 
‘ there is to depend on there Princes are ruled by their interest , can- 

* not follow their feelings Let me have an explicit answer, say, at 
‘ Wesel, whcie I am to be on the 24111,”* — ten days huice. Ilri tannic 
Majesty is at Ilanovei, and tan answer within that Umc *Thib he 

* twice told me, “ Wesel, 24tli,” m the course of our uiteiview Pennit 
^ me to recommend the matter to your Loidship,*— my Lonl llaiimg- 
ton, now attending the Biilannic Majesty 

* Daring the whole audience,* adds Dickens, ‘the King was m ex- 

* Iremc ^<>od hiimoiu , and not only'hcard with attention all the con- 

* sideiations I offered, but w^as not the least oflendcd at any ob]ections 
‘ I made to what he said It is undoubtedly the best way to beha\e 

* with frankness to him * Ihtse Ust aic I)ickcns*s own woi ts, let them 
modestly be a memor.mduni to )ourT ordship Ihis King goes himself 
direct to the point , and stiaightforwanlncss, as a piimary condition, 
will profit your Loidship with him 

Most tioic advice, this, — and would perhaps be followed, were it 
quite easy* But things arc \cry compile ittd And the Britannic Ma- 
jesty, much plagued with Spomsh \\ ar and Pnlumenlary noises mtha* 
unquiet I$lmd, is doubtless glad to get away to Hanover for a little; 
and would fain be on holiday in these fine rural months Which is not 
well possible cither Jenkins's lai, using at last like a ficiy poitent, 
has kindled the London hog over|oiider, m a stiange way, and the 
muiky sfagnanc) is ill getting on hu , the Lnglish intent, as seldom 
(iny Nation was, to give the Spaniards in cflectual beating. Which 
they hope they cm,— though umxpcctcd difhcullies will occur And, 
m the mean w hilc, what a riddle of potentialities for Ins pool Majesty 
to lead, and pick his way from I — 

Bielfeld, m spite of ill fins, would fain be full of admiration for the 
Britanmc Majesty Confc^cs he is below the middle size, in fact a tiny 
little cieatuic, but then Ins hape is perfee t ; leg much to be commended, 
—which his Majesty knows, standing always with one leg slightly ad 
vauced, and the Onlei of the Garter on it, that m inland may take notice. 
Here is Btclfiild’ii description faithfully abndgeeV* 

^Bag blue eyes, perliaps rather of parboiled character, though pioud 

* enoiigii, eyea flush with his face or inoie, rather zn ^/?/i#/than on a 
^ level with Jluir de ttte, after the manner of a tish, if one might 


It 
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eay betokenittg such an intellect behind them I * Attitude c6u- 

* stmined, leg advanced in that way ; his courtiers call it majestic. 

* Biggish mouth, strictly slijt in the crescent or horseshoe form (fsrmie 

* eH €rmsani)\ cudy wig (d muds, reminding you of Iambus -wool, 

* colour not known) ; eyebrows, however, you can see are a&hy-blond ; 

' general tint is fuudanien tally ; hut wlicu in gocnl case, the royal 
‘ skin will take toleiably bri;;ht colouis pi end cl\nsez beUes cmleurs), 

‘ As to the royal miml and undci -.landing, what shall ^Jielfeld say? 

* That his Majesty j-ometimes makes iD.:;enious and just vcniarbs, and is 
‘ laudably serious at all times, and can majestically hold his tongue, 

* and slaud with advanced leg, nml eyes rather more than flush. Sense 

* of his dignity is high, as it ought to be; on great occasions you see 
‘ pride ami a kind of joy mantling in Uie royal countenance. Has been* 
‘ known to make cxplo^ioniJ, and to be very furious to Prince Fred and 
'others, wken juitkecl into: — but, lUy fiicnd, what moital is exempt 
‘ from failings? Maic^ty jcads the Fnglisli Newspapers every inottiihg 
‘ in bed, which aie often bilmg. Majesty has his Walmoden, a Hano- 

‘ verian improper -Female, ('ountess of Yormouth so-called*; quief, 

' autumnal, fair-complevioned, stupid ; who is much a comfort to him. 

' She keeps out of mischief, political or otlier; and gives Hielfeld a 
^ gracious nod now and then.’’® Harrington is here too; — and Biiiannic 
Majesty and he are busy governing the English iSation on these terms^ 
—We return now to the Prussian Majesty, 

About six weeks after that of Dickens, — Cleve Journey and 
much else now ended, — Pratorius the Danish Envoy, whom 
we slightly knew at Reinsberg once, gives this testimony; 
writing home to an Excellency at Copenhagen, whose name 
we need not incpiire into : 

* To give your Excellency a jusf idea of the new Government here, 

' I must observe that hitherto the Kftig of Prussia docs as it were (every- 
' thing himself; and that, excepting the Finance Minister von Boclen, 

‘ who preaches fnigalily, and finds for that doctrine uncommon accept- 
‘ ance, almost greater even than in the former reign, his Majesty allows 

* no counselling bom any Minister; so that Herr von Podewils, vvho is 
‘ now the woiking li.ind in tly^ cl epartment^of Foreign Affairs, has no- 
' thing given him to do but to cxpeilite the orders he receivc:> from the 
' Cabinet, his advice not being a>ke<l upon any matter ; and so it is 
‘ with the other Ministers. People thought the loss of Herr von Thul- 
' meyer,’ vetermt Foreign Minister whom we have transiently heard of 
in the Donble-Marnagp time, and perhaps have even s^en at London 
Or elsewhere, ‘ would be irreparable ; so expert was he, And a living 

* archive in that business : however, his post seems to have vanished 
^ with himself. His salary is divided between Herr von PodewiU/ 
whom the reader will sometimes hear of again, ' Kriegsrath (Councillor 

IS L 158. IS Died 4th August CRAUe&heek, p. so). 
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of War) von flgen,* sol of the old gentleman vre used to^kaow, * and 

* Hofratli Sellentin who is Hendant of the Legcfiions-Kas^^ (Ambassa- 
dors* Paymaster, we could guess, Ambassador Body having specialty of 
casdi assigned it, comparable with the specialty of value reqeivAi from 
it, in this strict frugal Country), — neith<# of which two latter names 
shall the reader be troubled with farther. ‘ A good many resolutions, 

* anti responses by the King, 1 have seen: they Combine laconic ex- 
‘ pression with an admirable busincss^lye {Giselidftshiick), Unhappily,* 
— at least for us in the Diplomatic line, for your Excellency and me un- 
happily , — ^ there is nobody alwutthe King who possesses his complete 

* confidence! or whom we can make use of in regard to the necessary 
^ introductions and preliminary movements. Hereby it comes Ihat,"-^ 

* as ceitaiii things can only be handled with cautious foresight and cir- 

* cumlocution, and in the way of beginning wide,— ^an Ambassador here 
^ is more thrown out of his course than in any other Court r and knows 

* not, thoitgli his object were steadily in sight, what road to strike into 

* for getting towards it.*** 


CHAPTER III. 

’PRI 5 DRICH MAKES AN EXCURSION, NOT OF DIRECT SORT, INTO 
THE CLEVE COUNTRIES. 

King Friedrich did not quite keep his day at Wesel ; in- 
deed this 24th was not the first day, but the last of several, 
he had appointed to himself for finis to that Journey in the 
ClevO Countries ; Journey rather complex to arrange. He has 
several businesses, ahead in those parts ; and, as usual, will 
group them with good judgment, and thrift of time. Not in- 
spections merely, but amusements, meeting# with friends, espe- 
cially French friends : the question is, how to group them with 
skill, $0 that the necessary elements may converge at the right 
moment, and one shot kill three or four birds. This is Fried- 
rich’s fine way, perceptible in all these Journeys. The French 
friends, flying each on his own track, with his own load of 
impediments, Voltaire with his Madame for instance, arc a 
difficult element in«iich problcn?; and there has been, and is, 
much scheming and corresponding about it, within the last 
month especially. * 

Voltaire is now at Brussels with his Du Cbdtelet, prose- 
cuting tRat endless * lawsuit with the House of Honsbruck,’ — 
which he, and we, are both desirous to have done with. He 
is at th^ Hague, too, now and then ; printing, about to print, 

W Preuss, fk. ^77 (ad October 1740). 
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iht ^Hti-Macchiavel ; corresponding> tonight and left, quar- 
relling witli Van Duren the Printer ; lives, while there, in the 
£our^ in the vast dusky rooms with faded gilding, and 
grand old Bookshelves • with the biggest spider-webs in Eu- 
rope/ Brussels is his <J^lace for Law-Consultations, general 
family residence ; the Hague and that old spider-web Palace 
for correcting Proofsheets ; doing one’s own private studies, 
which wc never quite neglect. Fain would Friedrich see him, 
fain he Friedrich ; but there is a divine Emilie, fhere is a 
Maupertuis, there are — In short, never were such difficulties, 
in the cooking of an egg with water boiling ; and much vain 
correspondence has already been on that subject, as on others 
equally extinct. Correspondence which is not pleasant read- 
ing at this time ; the rather as no reader can, without endless 
searching, even understand it. Correspondence left to us, not 
in the cosmic, elucidated or legible state ; left mainly as the 
Editorial rubbish-wagons chose to shoot if ; like a tumbled 
quarry, like the ruins of a sacked city ; — avoidable by read^ 
who are not forced into it 1^ Take the following select bricks 
as sample, which are of some use ; the general Heading is, 

King Friedrich to M. de Voliatre (at the Hague, or at 
Brussels). 

* Chaiiottenbur'^, nth June 1740 . — * My dear Voltaire, resist no 
^ longer the eagcrnc«.s I have to see you. Do in my favour whatever 
‘ your himianity allovs Jn the cud of August Igo to Wesel, and per- 

* haps farther. rro|nise that you will come and join me; for I could 

* not live happy, nor die tranquil, without having embraced you I Thou- 
‘ sand oompliment.s to the Marquise, %divine Emilie. * I am busy with 
‘ both hands’ (Corn-Magazines. Free Vress, Abolition of Torture, and 
much else) ; ‘ working at tbo Aimy vith the one hand, at the People 
‘ and the Fine Arts with the other.’ 

* Berlin^ ^ih Augtist 1740. — ♦ I will write to Madame du Ch&tclct, 

* in compliance with your wish mark it, reader. *To speak to you 

* frankly conceniiag her journey,* H is Voltaire, "^t is you, it is my Friend 
' that I desire to see ; and the divine Emilie with all her divinity is only 

* the Accessory of the Apollo Newtonised. 

‘ I cannot yet say whether I shall travel* (incognito into foreign parts 
a little) *' or not travel there have been lumours, perhaps private wishes ; 

^ Adieu, dear friend ; sublime spirit, first-bom ef thinking 

' H«rr Preuss's edition {CEmvrts BridiriCt vdll, xxi. xxii, xxitl)ha{i Como 
out since the above was written ; it is ajn'eeably exceptional ; being, for the first time, 
correctly printed, and the editor hioibelf having mostly tioderstood it,— though the 
reader sliU caoinot, on the terms there allowed. * 
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‘ beings. Love m^lways sincerely, and be persuadeditliat none can 
‘ love and esteem you more than I. Vak» . F^DfiRlc** 

♦ Betlin, Uk August {which is next clay).—' Vou will hav^ received 

* a Letter from me dated yesterday; tl^ is the second I write tcryou 

* from Berlin; 1 refer you to W'hat was in the other. If it must be 
‘ (faut) that Emilie accompany Apollo, I consent; but if I could see 

* you alone, that Is wh.at J would pre^jpr. I should be too much dazzled ; 

* I could not stand so much splendour all at once ; it would overpower 
‘ me. I should need the veil of Moses to temper the united radiance of 

* your two divinities.’ ® ^ In short, don’t bring her, if you please. 

^ Bentusher^ (poetic for Beinsberg)^ *‘%th Augiist 1740.-—* * My 

* dear Voltaire, I do believe Van Duren costs you more trouble and 

* pains than you had with Henri Quaere. In versifying the Life of a 
' Itero, you i-vrotc the history Of your own thoughts; but in coercing ^ 

* scoundrel you fence with an enemy who is not worthy of you.' To 
punish him, and cut-short his profits, ^ prints ttien, as you wish* (your 
own edition of the AnH-Maechicevtl^ to go along with his, and trip the 
feet from it). ^ Fmtes rouler la presse ; erase, change, correct; do as 

* youftae best; your judgment aboat it shall be mine.' — 'In eight days I 
' leave for’— (where thinks the reader? * Dantzig^ deliberately print all 
the lijditors, careful Preuss among them; overturning the terrestrial 
azimuths for us, making day night !) — 'for Leipzig, and reckon on 

* being at Frankfurt on the aad. In case you could be there, I expect, 

' on my passage, to give you lodging ! At Clcve or in Holland, I de* 
' pend for certain on embracing you. '2 

Intrinsically the Friedrich correspondence at this time, 
with Voltaire especially, among many friends now on the wing 
towards Berlin and sending letters, has, — if you are forced into 
struggling for some understanding ,of it, and do get to read 
parts bf it with the eyes of Friedrich and Voltaire, — has a cer- 
tain amiability ; and is nothing like so waste and dreary as it 
looks in the chaotic or sacked-city condition. Friedrich writes 
with brevity, oftenest on practicalities (the Anti • MacchiaveU 
the coming Interview, and the like), evidently no time to spare ; 
writes always with considerable sincerity; with friendliness, 
much admiratibn, and an ingenuohs vivacity, to M. de Voltaire. 
Voltaire, at his leisure in Brussels or the Old-Palace and its 
spiderwebs, writes much more expansively ; not with insincerity, 
he either; — with endless airy graciosities, and ingenious twirls, 
and touchps of flattering unction, whic^ latter, he is ayare, 
must not be laid^^on tqo thick. As thus : 

a Pwu{» (Emrn dt F*idiriCt xx. pp. s» Vpltairc, Ixxii. asS, ^ 

(aot worth in comnaxisoul. 
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In regjuixl^^to tlie AnH-M<te€h$mely^^m^ dagn to give me yottr 
permissions as to the scoundrel of a Van Buren; well worth while, 
Sire,*— *ft^is ^ roonumoKtfor the late$t posterity ; the only Book worthy 
of a King for these Fifteen h^dred years.* 

This is a strongish trowelftil, thrown on direct, with adroit- 
ness ; and even this has a kind of sincerity. Safer, however, 
to do it in the oblique or reftSx way,* — ^by Ambassador 
for example : 

* I will tell you boldly, Sir* (you M. de Camas), * I put more value 
‘ on this Book {Anti-Macchiavel) than on the Emperor Julianas Cmsar^ 

‘ or on the Maxims of Marcus Aurelius,*— -I do indeed, having a kind 
of property in it withal !* 

In fact. Voltaire too is beautiful, in this part of the Corre^ 
spondence ; but much in a twitter,— the Queen of Sheba, not 
the sedate Solomon, in prospect of what is coming. He plumes 
himself a little, we perceive, to his d’Argentals and French 
Correspondents, on this sublime intercourse he has gd^ into 
with a Crowned Head, the cynosure of mankind : — Perhaps 
even you, my best friend, did not quite know me, and what 
merits I had ! Plumes himself a little ; but»^studie$ to be mo- 
dest withal ; has not much of the peacock, and of the turkey 
has nothing, to his old friends. All which is very naive and 
transparent ; natural and even pretty, on the part of M. de 
Voltaire as the weaker vessel. — For the rest, it is Certain Hau- 
pertuis is getting under way at Paris towards the Cleve ren- 
dezvous. Brussels, too, so near these Cleve Countries; 
within two-days good driving ; — if only the limes and routes 
would rightly intersect } 

Friedrich’s intention is by no means for a straight journey 
towards Cleve : he intends for Baireuth first, then back from 
Baireuth to Cleve, —making a huge southward elb<m on the 
map, with Baireuth for apej or turninj^point in this man- 
ner he will make the times suit, and h«ive a convergence at 
Cleve. To Baireuth ; — who knows if not farther ? AU summer 
there has gone fitfully a rumour, that he wished to see France; 
perhaps Paris itself incognito ? The rumour, which was heard 
even at Petersburg, now sunk dead again ; biA privately, 
there is no doubt, a glimpse of the sublime French Nation 

^ ViiifUaiw. Ijofil s8o {To Citmas, i8th October *740). 

< !Rattmer 4 Beitrage (EngUdh^Tmalation, Loadoii, 1837), 15 (Finch'# 

pifiph, #4tH June 1740^ 
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would be welcome to Friedriclu He tould never get to Tra- 
velling in his young time : missed hi? Grand Tour aitoget|ier* 
much as he wished it ; and he iss^cajjable of pranks t^Enough, 
on Monday morning, 15th August 1740,® Friedrich and Suite 
leave Potsdam, early enough : go, by Leipzig, by the route aU 
ready known to readers, throu||h Coburg and the VoigtUnd 
regions ; Wilhelmina lias got warning, sjts eagerly .expecting 
her Broflier in the Hermitage at Baireuth, gladdest of shrill 
sisters ; and full of anxieties how her Brother would now be. 
The travelling party consisted, besides the King, of seven per- 
sons: Prince August Wilhelm, King*s next Brother, Heir-appar- 
ent if there come no children, now a brisk youth of eighteen ; 
Leopold Prince of Anhalt-Dessau. Old Dcssaucris eldest, what 
we may call the ** Young Dessauer Colonel von Borck, whom 
we shall hear of again ; Colonel von Stille, already heard of 
(grate men of fifty, these two); milk-beaid Munchow, an Ad- 
jutant, youngest of the promoted Munchows ; Algarolti, indis- 
pensable for talk ; and Fredersdorf, the House-Steward and 
domestic Factotum, once private in Schwerin's Regiment, whom 
Bieifcld $0 admired at Reinsbcig, foicsccing what he would 
come to. One of Friedrich's late acts was to give Factotum 
Fredersdorf an Estate of Land (small enough, I fancy, but 
with country-house on it) for solace to the leisine of so useful 
a man, -^studious of chemistry too, as I have heard. Seven 
in all, besides the King.^ Direct towaids Baireuth, incognito, 
and at the top of their spec<l. Wednesday 17th, they actually 
arrive. Poor Wilhelmina, |lie finds her Brother changed; be- 
come a King in fact, and sternly solitary ; alone in soul, even 
as a King must be F — 

* Algarotti, one of the first beaux-esprits of this age,' as Wil- 
helmina defines him, — Friend Algarotti, the young Venetian 
gentleman of elegujicc, in dusk^ skin, in vciy white linen and 
frills, with his fervid black eyes, ‘ does the expenses of the 
conversation.' He is full of elegant logic, has speculations on 
the great world and the little, on Natmo, Art, Papistry, Anti- 
Papistry, and takes up the Opera in an earnest manner, as 
capable^of being a school of virtue ^nd the moral sublime. 
His respectable Books on the Opera and other topics are now 

Ri\'-5nTa:ck, p. ts, slightly in error ; ^ DickeusS Interview, suprik, p. 37. 

* p 29 tiuid for Ciuimberlnln Freder^doif^s estate, p. 15). 

r Wllhelnui^ fli 30a, 323. 
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all foirgotten^ and crave not to be mentioned, To me he is 
not supremely beautiful, though much the .gentleman in man- 
ners as in ruffles, and ingeniously logical :-^rather yellow to 
me, in mind as in skin, aad with a taint of obsolete Venetian 
Macassar. But to Friedrich he is thrice-dear ; who loves the 
sharp facetted cut of the man, and does not object to his yel- 
low or Extinct-Macassar quajities of mind. Thanks to that 
wandering Baltimore for picking-up such a jewel and<^:arrying 
him Northward! Algarotti himself hkes the North: here in 
our hardy climates, — especially at Berlin, and were his loved 
Friedrich not a King, — Algarotti could be very happy in the 
liberty allowed. At London, where there is no King, or none 
to speak of, and plenty of free Intelligences^ Carterets, LytteU 
tons, young Pitts and the like, he is also well, were it not for 
the horrid smoke upon one’s linen, and the little or no French 
of those proud Islanders. 

Wilhelmina seems to like him here ; is glad, at any rate, 
that he docs the costs of convcisation, better or worse, in the 
rest is no hope. Stillo, Borck aic accompli^sbed military gentle- 
men; but of tacit nature, reflective, practical, “rather than dis- 
cursive, and do not waste themselves by incontinence of tongue. 
Stille, by his military Commentaries, which arc still known to 
soldiers that read, maintains some lasting remembrance of him- 
self: Borck we shall see engaged in a small bit of business 
before long. As to Mu nr how, the jeune morveuv of an Adju- 
tant, he, though his manners aie wcH enough, and he wears 
military plumes m his hat, is still an unfledged young creature, 
‘bill still yellow,’ so to speak; — at^d marks himself chiefly by 
a visible hankering aftci that Iroablesomc creature Marwitz, 
who is always coquetting, h nedrich's conversation, especially 
to me Wilhelmina, seems *gnind(\ set on stilts,’ likewise there 
are frequent cuts of banter m him; and it is painfully evident 
he distinguishes my Sister o( Anspach ahd her foolish Hus- 
band, whom he has invited over hither in a most eager manner, 
beyond what a poor Wilhelmina with her old love can pretend 
to. Patience, my shrill Princess, Beauty of Baireuth and the 
world ; let us hope all will come right again ! My shrill Prin- 
cess, — who has a melodibus strength like that of war-fifes, too, 
—knows how to be patient; and veils many things, though of 
a highly unhypocritical nature. 

These were Three great Days at Baireuth; Wilhelmina is 
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to oome soon, and^return the visit at Berlin. To wait upon the 
King, known though incognito, * the Bishop of Bambqrg' came 
driving over;® ^chdnboni, Austrian Kan^ler, or who? Hi&old 
City we once saw (and plenty of hsjf ged malefactors swinging 
round it, during that Jaurney to the Reich ) *but the Bishop 
himself never to our knowledge, Bishop being absent then. 1 
hope it is the same Bishop o| Bamberg whom a Friend of 
Busching^s, touring there about that same time, saw dining in 
a very ejitraordinaiy manner, with mediaeval trumpeters, *with 
wallers in^ spurs and buff-bcits if it is not, ‘I have not the 
slightest shadow of acquaintance with him, — ^there have been 
so many Bishops of Bamberg with whom one wishes to have 
none I On the third day F ricdrich and his company went away, * 
towards Wurzburg; and Wilhelmina Was left alone with her re- 
flections. * 1 had had so much lo say to him ; I had got no- 
‘ thing said at all alas, it is ever so. ‘ The King was so 
* changed, grown so much bigger {grandi\ you could not have 
< known him again;’ stands hnely erect and at full breadth, 
every inch a King, his verystatuie. you would say, increased. 
— Adieu, myPriiites-5, pearl of Ihincesscs ; all readers will 
expect your vctuvn-\isil at Berlin, which is to be soon. 

JPriedrkh strikes off to the hff and has a Vino of Strashurg 
fof Tioo Day<:, 

Through Wurzburg, ITankfurt-on-Mayn, speeds Friediich; 
— Wilhelmina and mankind understand that it is homewards 
and to Cleve; but at Franyhit, in decpe‘>t privacy, there oc- 
curs a sudden whirl southwald, — up tlie Rhmc-Valloy; direct 
towards Strasburg, for a sight of Fiance in that quarter! So 
has Friedrich decided, — not quite suddenly, on new Letters 
here, or new computations about Cleve ; but by forethought 
taken at Baircnlh, as rather appears. From Frankfurt to Stras- 
burg, say 150 miles; ifom Strasbufg home, is not much f.irther 
than from Frankfurt ^lome: it can be clone, then; hiisht! — 
The incognito is to be rigorous : Friedrich becomes Co}nic 
Dufoi/r, a Prussian-Frcncli gentleman ; Prince August Wilhelm 
is Graf von Schaffgotsch, Algarotti is Graf von Pfuhl, Ger- 
mans tliesi two; what Leopold, the Young Dessauer, called 
himself, -^sbll less what the others, or whether the others were 

* ff^lden-GcsiMickU, j. 419. 

^ 8Uschiiig^«i 0/ Mtf Eighimth Century) aluxi 

Uie «c^c, # 
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th<?re at all* and not shoved on* direct to^^rda Weaef^ Out of. 
the way as Ss likelier,— can remain uncertain to readers And 
me. Horn Frankfurt, then, on Monday morning aad August 
:^74Q, 1 compute, through old known Philipsburg-Campaign 

country, and the lines of^tthngen and Stollhofen; there the 
Royal Party speeds eagerly (weather very bad, as appears) : 
and it is certain they are at Kehl on Tuesday evening ; looking 
across the long Rhine BridgI* Strasburg and its steeples now 
close at hand. ^ 

This looks to be a romantic fine passage in the History of 
the young King though in truth it is not, and proves but a 
feeble story cither to him or us. Concerning which, however, 
the reader, especially if he should hear that there exists precise 
Account of it. Two Accounts indeed, one from the King's own 
hand, will not fail of a certain craving to become acquainted 
with details. This ciaving, foolish rather than wise, we con- 
sider it thriftiest to satisfy at once; and shall give the King's 
Narrative entire, though it is a jingling lean scraggy Piece, 
partly rhyme, * in the manner of Bachaumont and La Chapdite 
written at the gallop, a few days hence, and dispalchedto Vol- 
taire: — * You,’ dear Voltaire, ‘wish to know Vhat I been 
about, since leaving Berlin; annexed >ou will find a de^rip- 
tion of it,’ writes Friedrich.^® Out of Voltaire’s and other 
people’s waste-baskets, it has at length been fished-up, patch 
by patch, and pasted together by victorious modern Editors ; 
and here it is again emirc. The other Narrative* which got 
into the Newspaperb soon after, is hkcwisc of authentic nature^ 
— Fassmann, our poor old friend confirming it, if that were 
needful, — and is happily in piosel^ Holding these two Pieces 
well together, and givm" the King’s faithfully translated, in a 
complete state, it will be possible to satisfy foolish cravings* 
and make this Stn'^burg Adventure luminous enough. 

King Friedrich to Voltaire (jpom Wesel,^^d^>eptember 1740), 
chiefly in Doggerel, concerning the Rtm to Strasburg}^ 

‘I have just finished a Journey, intermlnglt^cl witli singular adven- 
* tares, sometimes pleasant, sometimes the reverse. You know I had 
to KBuvtbs, XJciL 25 (W€scl, 34 September *740)1 

n Civeu in Helden'Q«ukiiftte, i 420'433:^seG hkewise FassmcuiKs Marhmtiy* 
MgtUrlti9giMrii^s*AntriiiiT^V!(>x GixFfiedricH&AcetsswtC)i\ Preu's(jr//w;»- 
pp. 3^S*4«>)- A.C JSLc. 

Fart of it, locorrecrt, in Voltaire, {^andaloufr Ibecc nou c ^Ued AT^- 

on<ie Vu Privif tin Rtd Pruned iL 24-26; iiaally, in Preuss, (iluxfrtrs dt 
Kiv, 156-16x1 the real and complete afiair, as hshed-Up b/ victouous Preuss 
IKidodiArSi 
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f set^cmt for lklrcuth^V-i2?r*Mf^'//4f/ the beauliful French Editor tsTrote, 
which makes Egyptian darkness of the Piece to see a^Sister whom 

* I love no less than esteem. On the road’ (thither or thence j or like- 
liest, ‘ Algarolti and I consulted the map, to settle our route 

* (br returning by WescL Frankfurt-on- J^ayn comes always as a pria- 

* cipal stage ^^Strasbuig was no great roundabout t we chose that route 

* in preference. The incognito decided, names pitchedupon* (Comte 
Dufour, and the others) j ‘story we were to tell : in fine, all was ar- 
^ ranged and concerted to a nicety as Well as posable. We fancied we 
‘’should gaf to Strosburg in three days,* from Baireuth. 


* But Heuv6n, which disposes of alt 

* XHaeren^ regulated this thing;. 

* With lank-$ided coursers, 

* bia«al descendauts Uovl Roanante, 

* With ptaughiiien in the dress of pos- 
- ^ 

* Blockhe^ of inr^rtuieu^ nature : 

^Our eatri^s sticking fast a hundred 

^ dines in the road, 

^Wc went along with gravity at a lei- 
' * ^uxely pace, 

^KnOjCKUig against the crags. 

‘The atmosphere in uproar with loud 
‘ thunder, 

‘The nuu-totrents streaming over die 

‘ Threatened mankind Vith the Day of 
‘ Judgwond Cs;-?r^ bad weatti^r\ 

‘ And in spite of our impatience 
‘ Four goOd days ore, m penance, 

‘ 2#ost forever m these jumblings. 


Mats ii* erW, qm dt tout di^se, 

difffyenimfini la chose, 

Avcl de Louf uers effianquis^ 
liti hgw droiUs ssaus de Rosinonfe^ 

Bt di V />ajfsafij, en poi^ttOons masquis^ » 

Butors de tit e 

Nothe caryosie m cent lieuje accrochit 

Noui olltons g^ivemeutf d^uneathsreiH^ 

^ doleute, 

Gravifant ctmire les roJicr^, 

Les airs imus par le bruyant tdnnenne, 

torrents d’eaa tfpardas sur ia 
ierrt% 

J^u dtntkr jour menagaient les hu* 
wain\ , 

Bt malgt^ nott^’ impatience^ 

Quatre bons fours en fSmtence 
^ont pour jamais perdus dans les char- 
ratm. 


* Had all our fatalities l>cen limited to stoppages of speed on the 
‘ journey, we should have taken patience ; but, aftei fnghtful roads, we 
‘ found lodgings still fiighlfuler. 


' For greedy landlords ^ 

‘ Secing^ us pressed hy hvuiger j 

‘ Did. in a more than frugal manner, “ 

* In their infornal hovels, 

* Boisoning instead of feeding, 

* Steal from us our crowns, 

* 0 age different' (in good cheer) * from 

* that of bttculhist 


Carder hdt j .//j'/'/t’urs 

Ih Iff ja^m f n zhyani presses, 

/? a nr fin.011 pins qu fr 

Dans 701 ’ ( in/eriuile, 

tu notO! ntpot^oHuaui^ nous volaient 

K7\ Uils 

Osihle Qijf^rent di’i temps de LucseU 
Ins ! 


‘Frightful roads j shSrt of victual, shoit ol dunk : nor was that all. 
‘ Wo had to tmdorgo a ^aiiety of accitronlb ; and certainly our equipage 
‘ must have had a singular air, for in cvtiy new plate ue came to, they 


* took us for something difierent 

* Sortie took us for Rings, 

* Some for pl^pockets well disguloed; 
' Others for old acouftintanees. 

‘ At times the people crowded out, 

* H|oked us irt iho eyes, 

like downs impertiatatly curious. 


Les tins notes prenauui pour des toisf 
D’autres /^r desjihus eouriotSf 
jyauires ^ur qens de eoHHatssauce ,* 
Paf/ots Upeuple s'attrottpaii, 

Bnh'e Us peux nous regardast 
Bn badauds curieux, tempiis eCimpertv* 
nense* 
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* Out ItRlifii^' (Atgarotti) * swore * Notre vif KaliiKjuraitt 

’ ¥0t iDyselr I took patience P^ur moiye pren»t^ paiuHce, 

*'4. ho ywug Coum (my giy younger JLe^eune Comte foUir»tt^ 

Brother, eighteen at present) *Ouizzed 

‘andfrolicW 

* The big Count (ttcir apparent ofQ)es> Xa grand Comte ee doMoltnatt, 

mi) Silently swung his head* 

* WLshine this fine J ourney to France, Ft ct hea i t o)fage de France 

* In the bottom of nis heart, most chns- Vans le fond ^ koft cat^r 

* tianly at the Devil y went doLmnatt 

Wc failed not, however, to struggle gradually along , at last we 

* amved in that Stronghold, where* (as preface to the Wal of 1734, 
known to some of us) — 


* Where the garrison too supple, 

* Surrendered so piteously 

' After the first blurt of cxpl ision 

* £ rom the cannon of the h rench 


Oti la t^amison, troupe j^que, 
St rendti et puteusewent 
Aprh la premtlre hourasque 
Du canon franfan/oudroyant 


‘ You lecognise Kehl m this descnption It whs m that fine For- 

* tress, — where, by the w'ly, the breaches arc still lying unrepaired' 
(Reich being a slow corpus in regard to such things) — ‘that tile Post*' 
‘ master, a min of moie foresight than we, asked If we had go^«paas- 

* ports? 


* No said 1 to him of passports 

* We never had the whirn 

* Strong ones I lehe\e it would need 

* To recall to our «:ide of the limit 
' Subjects of Pluto Kint, of the Dead 

* But, from the Oermaiiic I mj ire 

* Into the galUnt Tiid cynitd abode 

* Of Messieurs your pretty h re 

* men, — 

* A jplly and beaming air 

* Rubicund faces not i^iuiant of win , 

* These are the passports which, lej^ible 

* if you look on us, 

* Our troop produces to > ou for tliat 

‘ end 


Non lutdisje des paese ports 
JSoHt n eiimt ijawats la fohe 
If tnjandrxit jtOLrots de forts 
I our nssmetter d la i/te 
De chez I luton U rot des worts $ 
Mats de I empire germantque 
Au ujaur galant et cpttgue 
h rench- De mes\ tenrs vos jolts Ft^nfOts, 

Un air rthondissant etfraut 
Uncfxce rouge et backtque. 

Sent Us pasA po U qu en nov traits 


Pous produtf Ki notre clique 

No, Messieurs, said the provideii Mister of Passports, no salva- 

* tion without piospoit Seeing then th it Necessity had got ua in the 
‘ dilemma of eithci minufictuimg passports ourselves or not entering 

* Strasburg, we look the fonnei bmich of the altei native and manu- 

* faetttred one , — ^in wiiieh feat the Prussian arms, which I had on my 

* ^eal, were marvellously fuitheisoine ' > % 

This js a fact, as the old Newspap^s and confiimalory 
Fassmann more diiec^ly apprise ns ‘ The Landlord* (or Post- 
master) ‘at Kclil, having signified that there was no ciossmg 
without Passport,’ Fiiednch, at fiist somewhat taken aback, 
bethought him of his watch-seal with the Royal Arms on it ; 


arid soon manufactured the necessary Passpoit, signeted|j|n 
due form which, however, gave a suspicion to the Innkeeper 
as to the quality of his Guest* After whicli, Tuesday evetwng 
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23d Atxgust, *they at once got across to Strasbur^^* says my 
News{xaper Eriend» * and put*iip at the Sign afth^Maven there/ 
Or in Friedrich's own jingle: 

* We arrived at Strasburg ; and the Ci^tom-house corsair, with his 
‘ inspectors, seemed content with our evidences. 

* These scoundrels spied us Cfs ncus tpimeni^ 

* With One eye reeding our passport, D'wt a*it It passc-p^i HsntetU, 

^ With the other ogling our purse. DM* autre larg^uaient noire bourse, 

< Gold, which was always a resource, Vor^ gni toiaoursfut de ressoutttt 

* Which brought Jove to the enjoyment Dar hqutl jvpm joutssaii 

‘ Of Danae whom he caressed .* De Dixnai^ gutl care^satt; 

’ (toM, by which Caesar governed Z-Vy', par gui Char goimemait 

* The world happv under his sw^ t Le mondt htureux sous Aort empire ; 

'Gold, more a divinity than Mars or D'or^ plus ditu gue Mars et VAmouu, 

'Love; 

* Wonder<*wptking Gold introduced us, De mSme or sut nom iniroduire. 

* lliat evening, within the walla of Stras» De soir, dans its murs de Strasbourg. 

‘burg.*®® 

Sad doggerel ; permissible perhaps as a saxiiple of the Fried- 
rich manufacture, surely not otherwise ! There remains yet 
mOye than half of it ; readers see what their foolish craving has 
brought upon them ! Doggerel out of which no clear story, 
such story as there is, can be had ; though, except the exagger- 
ation and contortion, there is nothing of fiction in it. We fly 
to the Newspaper, happily at least a prose composition, which 
begins at this point; and shall use the Doggerel henceforth as 
illustration only or as repetition in the Fricdricli-mirror, of a 
thing otherwhe made clear to us : 

Having got into Strasburg and the Raven Hotel; Friedrich now on 
French ground at last, or at least on Half-French, Gennan-Frcnch, is 
intent to make the most of circumstances. The Landlord, tvith one of 
Friedrich’s servants, is Mraightwi^ dispatched into the proper coffee- 
houses to raise a supper-party of Officers ; imlitely asks any likely Officer, 
“ If he will not do a foreign Gentleman” (seemingly of some distinction, 
signifies BomfSetcc) “the honour to sup with him ntThc Raven?” “No, 
by Jupiter!^’ answer the most, in their various dialects: “who is he 
that we should sup with him?” Three, struck by the singularity of the 
thing, undertake; and witli these we must be content. Friedrich, — or 
call him M. le Comte Dnfour, with Ffuln, Schaffgotsch and such escort 
as we see,— politely apologises on the entiance of Uicse Officers : “ Many 
pardons, gentlemen, and many thanks. Knowing nobody ; desirous of 
acquaintance since you are so good, how happy, by a little inform- 
ality, to ha^ brought brave Officers to keep me company, whom I 
value beyona other kinds of men !” ® 

**^^Qive» thu«i fbr, with ^veral slight errors, in Voltaire, ii, 34-26.— the remainder, 
long unknown, had to bo fished-up, patch by patch (Preubs, (Euvns de FridinCf 
i^iv, 159-161), • ' 

VOL. IV, % 
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The Queers found their lio$t a modt engaging^ gumuemsm i hie supper 
was superb, ‘ ^ tasted 

before, aud liked extremely j’ — of which he sent some bottles to their 
lodging next day. The conversation turned on military matters, and 
^was enlivened with the due^allies. This fcowign Count sjieaks JTreach 
wonderfully ; a brilliant man, whom the others rath^ fear: perhaps 
something more than a Count? The Officers, loath to go, remembered 
that their two battalions had to. parade next morning, that it Was time 
to be in bed j “I will go to yMx review,” said the Stmger C^mnjt : 
the delighted Officers undertake to come and fetch him, the^ settle with 
him time and method ; how happy 1 

On the tnon*ow, accordingly, they call and fetch him ; he loofei at 
the review; review done, they ask him to supper for this evening: 
‘'With pleasure!” and ‘ walks with them about the Esplanade, to see 
the guard march by. ’ Before parting, he takes their names, Writes them 
in his tablets; says, with a smile, “lie is too much obliged e?c!rto 
forget them.” This is Wednesday the 24th of August 1740; Field- 
Marshal Broglio is Commandant in Strasburg, and these obliging 
Officers are ‘of the regiment Piedmont,*— their names on the King’s 
tablets I never heard mentioned by anybody (or never till thS King’s 
Doggerel was fished-up again). Field-Marshal Broglio my readers hate 
transiently seen, afar off; — ‘galloping with only one boot,’ some say 

* almost m his shirt,* at the Ford of Secchio, in these Italian campaigns^ 
five years ago, the Austrians having stolen across upon him t— he had 
a funous gallop, with no end of ridicule, on that occasion; is now Com- 
mandant heie; and we shall have a great deal more to do with him 
within the next year or two. 

‘ This same day, 24th, while I* (the Newspaper volunteer Reporter 
or Own Correspondent, seemingly a person of some standing, whose 
words cany credibility in the tone of them) * was with Fieldi^Marshal 
‘ Broglio our Governor here, there came two gentlemen to be presented 
‘to him; “German Cavaliers” tlv'/ weie called; who, 1 now find, 

‘ must have been the Prince of irussia and Algarotti. The Field- 
‘ Marshal,* — a rather high-stalkbig white-headed old military gentle- 
man, bordering on seventy, ot Piedmontese air and breed, apt to be 
sudden and make floundcrings, but the soul of honour, ‘was Very polite 

* to the two Cavaliers, awl kept them to dinner. After dinner there 
‘ came a so-styled “ Silesian Nobleman,** who likewise was preseitted 
‘ to the Field-Marshal, and affected not to know tlie other two ; him I 
‘ now find to have been the Prince of Anhalt?’ 

Of his Majesty’s supper with the Officers that Wednesday, we are 
left to think how brilliant it was : his Majesty, we hear farther, went to 
the Opera that night, — the Polichinello or whatever the ‘ Italian 
wa8;^‘and a little gir? came to his box with two lotterybickets fifteen 
‘ pence each, begging the foreign Gentleman for the love of Heaven to 

* buy them of her; which he did, tearing them up at once, and giving 
‘ the poor creature four ducats,’ equivalent to two gubieas, or eny 
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<9mt 6ve pounds of the present British cutrency. The feme of 
this foreign Count and his party at The Raven is heconling very loud 
ever Strssbuig, especially in mUjitazy circles. Our volunteer Owni Cor- 
respondent proce^ {whom we mean to ccmtmst with the Royal 
De^[gerdhy and by)s 

^ Neitt momingi ’ Thursday a^th August, ^ as the Marshal with above 

* two hundred OiHeers was out walking on the Esplanade, there came 

soldier of the R^;Unent Luxembmg, who, after some stiff fugling 
^ motions, of the nature of salutatioip partly, and partly demand for 

* privacy, jntimated to the Marshal surprising news: That the Stranger 

* in The Raven was the King of Prussia in person : he, the soldier, at 

* present 0 ^ the Regiment Luxemburg, had m other days, before he 

* deserted, been of the Prussian Crown-Prince’s regiment ; had conse- 

* quently seen him in Berlin, Potsdam and elsewhere a thousand times 
and more^ and even stood sentry where he was : the fact is beyond 

^•dispnte, your Excellency! said this soldier.’ — Whew! 

Whereupon a certain Colonel, Marquis de T oigle, with or without 
a hint from Broglio, makes off for The Raven ; introdnees himself, as 
was easy) contrives to get invited to stay dinner, which also was easy. 
During dinner ihe foreign Gentleman expressed some wish to see thrir 
fortress^ Colonel Loigie sends word to Broglio; Broglio dispatches 
iBtraightway an Officer and fine carnage : Will the foreign Gentleman 
do me the honour?^’ The foreign Gentleman, still strugglmg for in- 
eoguito, declines the uppermost seat of honour in the carriage; the two 
Officers, Loigie and this new one, insist on taking the inferior place. 
Alas, the incognito is pretty much out. Calling at some coffeehouse 
or the like on the road, a certain female, ‘ Madame de Fienne,’ named 
the foreign Genrieman ** Sire,” — ^which so startled him that, though he 
Utteriy declined such title, the two Officers saw well how it was. 

* After survey of the works, the two attendant Officers had returned 

* to the Field- Marshal ; and about 4 p.m. the high Stranger made ap- 

* pearance there. But the thij^^d now got wind, ** King of Prus^ 

* here incognito 1” The place w<& full of Officerb, who came crowding 

* about him : he escaped deftly into the Mar^chal’s own Cabinet ; sat 

* there^ an hour, talking to the MarechaP ’(little admiring the Manky’s 
talk, as we shall ffnd), 'still insisting on the incognito,’— to which Bro- 
gllo, put-out in his high puces by this sudden thing, and apt to flounder, 
$3 I &ve heuxd, was nottpolite enough to conform altogether. ** What 
Shan X do, in this sudden case?” pooO Broglio is thinldng to himseli : 

must write to Court? perhaps try to detain — ?” FriSlrich^ chict 
thought naturally is, One cannot be away out of this too soon. “ Shan’t 
we go to the play, then, Monsieur le Mankbal ? Play-hour is come I” 
— Correspe^ent of the New^aper proceeds ; 

^The Marechal then went to the Play, and all his Officers with 

* him; thinking their royal prize was close at their heels. Marechal 

* and Officers ^rly ahead, coast once clear, their royal prize hastdied 

* back to Tho Raven, paid his bill; hastily summoning Schaf%otsch 
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* and the others within hearing; shot-off like lightning; was «cm* 
^ in Strasburg no more. Algarotti, who was in the l^x with. Broglio, 

‘ heard the news in the house; regretful rumour among the Q|Sicer$» 

‘ He is gone V* In about a quarter of an hour Algarottltoo sUpt out ; 

* and vanished by extra post^— straight towards Wesel; but could not 
overtake the King < whose road, in the latter part of it, went zigzag, on 
business as is likely), nor see him again till they met in that Town.^* 

This is the Prose Truthj of those Fifty or Eight^ahA^forty 
hours in Strasburg, which wAe so mythic and romantic at that 
time. Shall we now apply to the Royal Doggerel agJin, w&ere 
we left off, and see the other side of the picture ? Onca a^ct-' 
tied in The Raven, within Strasburg’s walls, the Doggerel con* 
tinues : 


^You fancy well that iheie was now something to exercise vfij 

* curiosity ; and w’hat desire I had to know the Fiench Nation in France 

* itself 


' There I saw at length those French, 

* Of whom you have sung the glones , 

' A people despised bj the English, 

* Whom their sad rationality hUs with 

* black bile ; 

* Those French, whom our Germans 
' Reckon ail to be destitute of sense ; 

* Those B'rench, whose History consists 

* of Love-stories, 

* 1 mean the wandering kind of Love, 

* not the constant , 

* Foolish this People, headlong, bigh- 

' going, 

* Which sings beyond endurance 

* lioft]^ in Its good fortune, crawling in 

' Its bad : 

* Of an unpitying extent of babble, 

* To hide the vacancy of its ignoi .nt 

‘ mind 

* Of the Trifling it is a tender lover ; 

^ The Trifling alone takes possession of 
‘ its hrani. 

' People flighty, indiscreet, imprudent, 

* Turning like the weajthcrcock to every 

* wind. 

' Of the ages of the Caesars those of the 

* Louises are the shadow ; 

* Paris is the ghost of Rome, cake it bow 

' you Will. . 

' Ng. of those vije Fre»ich you are nJJt 

* one; 

* You think : they do not think at all. 


Lhje vis enfin as Frangais^ 

X>ont veus waz cha7iii V* ghir«i , 

Pfu^le miprisi des 

Que lenr itute raison rsf^iii d& Silo 
notre; 

Ces FraftfaiSt 4ue nos Atlemands 
PenssHt ions /nv/s de hon ansi 
Ces Franfaut mnt I* amour ^urraU 
dieter rhisfoire^ 

ye dts V amour volags, ei nm ramour 
co7istani; 

Ce pevplefotii brusque eigalanif, 

CkansoftnUr inssiAjfOrtable, 

Huperbe eft sa/oTtuTtft ofs son HtalhiUT 
ra7nPa7tty 

D'wi bavardage iTHpitoyahlCf 
Pour cadger U creux d'un esprit 

rnrSy 

'J^f'S^re amani de ia bagatelle ^ 

Llle etttre auie en sa cerpelle; 

Ligery indiscreiy ifTtprudeHt, 

Cotmne uw gtrOueite il revirt d tout 
Vtrtt. 

Des iticles des Cisars ctstx 4ts Louis 
soTSt r ombre; 

Pome effaa Paris *n tout aus, m tout 
point, 

Non^ des viU Franpais vous eitUs pas 
du nomore ; 

Vous penaz. Us nopenssnt point. 


‘Pardon, dear Voltaire, thisf defiuitiott of the French; at wora(t, it 
* is only of those in Strasburg I speak. To Scrape acquaintance, 1 had 
‘ to invite some OiHcers on our arrival, whom of course I di^ notknow* 


* Three Of them came at once. Trots d*ettx den vmrent d la foiSt 

* more content than Kings ; Plus geUs^ pius contsnis que des roU^ 

From Helden^osshUhte <i 44P-434X ^ 
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‘ Sin^in^ v4th^rusty voice^ Chaniani {Tune VfUe enrwis^ 

* In ifittBtf ^ir morons S» vers, leurs amoureux exploits, 

* Ser to a horn{>i|»e Ajustes sur yne hgufri^ 

* M, de la Crochardii^rc and M. Malosa’ (two names from the tal>* 
lets, third wanting) ^ had just come from% dinner where the wine had 

* not bcjen spared. 


* Of thoir hot tnend^M(> I saw tho flamo 

* The^hivftrse would have taken us for 

^perfect friends: 

* Bui the iitetantoCgpoduight blow-out 

* the bush?«$4 ; 

^Fnendehip disappeared without re- 

'jgtets, 

* With the games, the wine, the table 

* and the viands. 


De leur chaude amitU je vie crattre le 
4 flamme, 

jMumvers nous ei^t j^rts pour des amis 
^ Aarfatts; 

Mats Pmstant des adteux en diiruisit 
ht irame, 

Vamiiti du^rut, sans causer des w- 
Sreis, 

Avec le jeu, le vtn^ et la ietile, et les 
meU 


* Next day, Monsieur the Gouvemeiir of the Town and Province, 
^ Marshal of France, Chevalier of the Orders of the King, &c. &c., 
* *-^Mar^chal Due de Broglio, in fact,* who wz saqinsed at Sccchia 
in the late War, — 


* This Oenctui always surpi Ued, Ce ghtirat tOHjours sttrpris, 

* WboA vitH regiet young Louis' (your ^QutXi egret lejtune Louis 

King) 

* Saw without breeches in Italy*' Vii miis culottes en Unite, 

* Galloping to hide away his life Courtr pour dt * oLer \a vte 

* From the CremnUuts, tinpolite lighters — Aux Lirmiin'i^ i^tterru s i npohs 

* this General wishc8 to investigate youi Comte Dufour, — ^foreign Count, 

* 'Who the instant he anives sets about mviiuig people to supper that are 

* perfect strangers. He took the poor Count for a sharper ; and prad- 
^ ently advised M. de la Crochaidi^Jie not to be duped by him. It was 
‘ unluckily the good Maicchal that proved to be duped. 


* Ho was born for surprise. II itaJ ni pour la surprise 

' His white hair, his gray beard, Sei cheveux blanrs, sa barbe grUe, 

* Formed a reverend exvenor. lonnaient un sage extincur* 

* Outsides are often deceptive : Le dehors est souvent irompeur ; 

* He that, by the binding Judges Quijuge par la rehure 

* Of a Book and its Author hun ouvrage et de son auteur 

* May, after a page of reading. Dans unr page de lecture 

* Chance to recognise his mist^e. Peut reconnaitre son erreur. 

‘*fhat was my own experience; for of wisdom I could find nothing 
< except in his gray hair and decrepit appearance. His first opening 

* betrayed him ; no great well of wit this Marechal, 


* Whov drunk with hi^ own gcandeiu’, de sa grandeur enivri, 

* informs you of bu name and his titles, D^chne son nom et ses iiires^ 

* And authority as good as gnhmited. Et son pouvoir d rien bomP, 

* He cited to me all the records II me ctia tons les regtstres 

* Where his name is registered, Ou son nom eA enregistti; 

* Babbled about his uinmense power, Bavard de son pouvotr iwazeurr, 

' Apbut bis valour, his talents De sa valeur^ de ccs talents 

* Bo salutary w Frail^x St salutmrts d la Prance: 

* He fS»gfit that, thiee years ago*^ II oubhati^ pass! trots ans, 

* Men did not praise his prudence. Qu’on ns J^uastpas sa prudence. 


^ With only one boot,* was the mdder rumour; which we adopted (suprh, voL 
iil. p. but rills sadder one, too, was current; and *Broglio*s breeches,' or the 
vain narration Mer them, hke a vanished ghost of bveeches, often enough tum-up 
la mo Old Bamphlets. 

10 She to a imoralm,-**^t$th Septeml^ 1734,* if your Msdesty will be exact. 
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^ aid-a^th Aug. * 749 , 

* Not 5a(i'>[jccl -.rcin^ the Afare^chd, I saw gvAi-d tnottnt^d 

* By i:hese Fr^nJunea, burning with A cei Fratn^ais bm^lauts de gloire^ 

'glory, 

* Wh«r, on four sou« a day, - D(ft4^ He qvatrf sans far fof$r, 

* Will make of King^ and of Heroes the Qui des roiSf Hes Mr&sfmt Jl^nrir tm 

* memory ilounsh : ^n4moire, 

* Slaves crowned by the hands of Vic- Esclaves couratmis dis maieU Hi 

* tory, teiye^ 

* Unlucky herds whom the Court c* , Troufeaux malheutfux tfwe ^ cdttr 
*■ Tinkles hither and thither by the soum;* Dirige au seal bruit du tamhour, 

' of fife and drum. f 

* That was my fated term. A deserter from our troops got Oil 
' me, recognised me and denounced me. 

' This wretched gallows-bird got eye on Ce uealheumtx pendurd pu 
‘me; 

' Such is the lot of all earthly things : Cest U sort He tiuies les ckoses ; 

* And so of our fine mystery A insi de mire pot aux nses 

‘ The >f^ole secret came to light.* Teuf te secret se dSauvnt, 

Well; we must take this glimpse, such as it is, into the 
interior of the young man, — fine buoyant, pungent German 
spirit, road-ways for it very bad, and universal rain-ton ’ents 
falling, yet with coruscations from a higher quarter; — and you 
can forget, if need be, the ‘ Literature' of this young Mdjesty, 
as you would a staccato on the flute by him! ^In after months, 
on new occasion rising, ‘ there was no end to his jibings and 

* bitter pleasantries on the ridiculous reception Broglin had 
‘ given him at Strasburg,’ says Valori,^^^ — of which this Dog- 
gerel itself offers specimen. 

“Probably the weakest Piece I ever translated?" exclaims 
one, who has translated several such. Nevertheless there is a 
straggle of pungent sense in it, — like the outskirts of lightning, 
seen in that dismally wet weather^ t^ich the Royal Party had. 
Its wit is very copious, but slashy. bantery, and proceeds mainly 
by exaggeration and turning topsy-turvy; a rather barren spe- 
cies of wit. Of humour, in the fine poetic sense, no vestige. 
But there is surprising veracity,-*- truthfulness unimpeachable, 
if you will read well. What promptitude, too ; — ^what funds for 
conversation, when needed I CThis scraggy J^iece, which is bet‘’ 
ter than the things people often talk to one another, was evid- 
ently written as fast as the pen could go. — ' It is done, if such 
a Hand could have done it, in the manner of Bachaumont and 
La ChapeUe,* says Voltaire scornfully, in that scandalous Vie 
Priviej^oi which phrase this is the commentary, if readers 
need one: 

<Soiim sevens or dg^yoosbefoie diatdate, a Id. BschaumeOll 
^ U4miim^\.t9L 
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* and a M. la Chapelle, his intimate^ published, in^Ppos^skippiug-ofl 

< into dancings of Veise every now and then, charming Rdatim of 
' a certain Voyags or Home Tour* (whence or whither, or correctly when, 
this Editor forgets),^* which tliey had made in partnership. ^ Relq,- 
‘ capable still of being read, if one were tolerably idle j — it was 

< found then to be charming, by all the world ; and gave rise to a new 

* fashion in writing ; which Voltaire often adopts, and is supremely 

* good at; and in which Friedrich, wl# is also fond of it, by no means 
‘ succeeds go well/ 

Enough, Friedrich got to Wescl, back to his business, in a 
day or two ; and had done, as we forever have, with the Stras- 
burg Escapade and its Doggerel. 


Friedrich finds M. de Mauperiuis; not yet M. de Voltaire* 

Friedrich got toWcsel on the 29th; found Maupertuis wait- 
ing there, according to appointment : an elaborately polite, 
somei^hat sublime scientific gentleman ; ready to ‘ engraft on 
the Berlin crabtree,’ and produce real apples and Academics 
there, $0 soon as the King, the proprietor, may have leisure for 
such a thing. Algurotti has already the honour of some ac- 
quaintance with Maupertuis. Maupertuis has been at Brussels, 
on the road hither; saw Voltaire and even Madame, — which 
latter was rather a ticklish operation, owing to grudges and 
tiffs of quarrel that had risen, but it proved successful under 
the delicate guidance of Voltaire. Voltaire is up to oiling the 
wheels: ‘There you are, Monsieur, like the' — (don't name 
What, though profane Voltaire does, writing to Maupertuis a 
month ago) — ‘ Three Kin^ running after you I* A new Pension 
to you from France; Russia outbidding France to have you; 
and then that Letter of Friedrich’s, which is in all the News- 
papers: ^ Three Kings,’-*— -you plainly great man, Trismegistus 
of the Sciences called Pure ! Madame honours you, has always 
done : one word of ajjJology to the high female mind, it will 
work wonders;— -come now! — ^ 

No reader guesses in our time what a shining celestial body 
the Maupertuis, who is now fallen so dim again, then was to 


' 18 ‘ First jarmted in say die Bibliographies : ‘but known to La Fontaine 
some time blrore/ Good!— Bachaumont, practically tn important and distinguished 
person, not literary by trade, or indeed otherwise than by ennai, was he that had 
ipven (aont^ years before) the Kidutame Fronde (Bickering of Schoolboys) to 
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mankind. ^In cultivated French society there is no such lion 
as Ijd. Maupertuis since he returned from flattening the Eatth 
in the Arctic regions. The Exact Scicncesi what else is there 
to depend On?” thinks French cultivated society : and has not 
Monsieur done a feat in that line?” Monsieur, with fine ex^ 
military manners, has a certain austere gravity, reticent lofti- 
ness and polite dogmatisnv which confirms that opinion^ A 
studious ex-military man, — vas Captain of Dragoons once, but 
too fond of study, — ^who is conscious to himself, or who would 
fain be conscious, that he is, in all points, mathematical, moral 
and other, the man. A difficult man to live with in society. 
Comes really near the limit of what we call genius, of origi- 
nality, poetic greatness in thinking; — but never once can get 
fairly over said limit, though always struggling dreadfully to do 
so. Think of it ! A fatal kind of man ; especially if you have 
made a lion of him at any time. Of his envies, deep-hidden 
splenetic discontents and rages, with Voltaire’s return for^’them, 
there will be enough to say in the ulterior stages. He wears, 
—at least ten years hence he openly wears, though I hope it 
is not yet so flagrant, — *a red wig with ycllcJW bottom (crinilre 
Jauns) ;* and as Flattener .of the Earth, is, with his own flattish 
red countenance and impregnable stony eyes, a mdn formidable 
to look upon, though intent to be amiable if you do the proper 
homage. As to the quarrel with Madame take this Note; which 
may prove illustrative of some things by and by : . 

Maupertuis is well known at Cirey ; such a lion could not fail there. 
All manner of Bcmouillis, Clairauts, high mathematical people, are fre- 
quent guests at Cirey: reverenced b/jvl|idame, — who indeed has ha<l 
her own private Professor of Mathematics ; one Kdnig from Switzer- 
land (recommended by those Betnouillis), diligently teaching her the 
Pure Sciences this good while back, not without effect; and ha^ only 
just parted with him, when she left on this Brussels expedition. A hn 
gargon^ Voltaire says ; though otherwise, I th^, a little noisy on o<?ca- 
siom There has been no end of Madame’s kmdness to him, nay to Ills 
Brother and him, —sons of a Tneological Profitesoriai Syriac-Hebrew 
kind of man at Berne who has too many sons ; — and I grieve to report 
that this heedless Konig has produced an explosion in Madame’s feel- 
ings, such as little beseemed him. On the road to Paris, namely, as 
we drove hitherward to jthe Ilonsbruck Lawsuit by way tpf Paris, in 
Autumn last, there had fallen out some dispute, about the monads, the 
ids the infinitely little, between Madame and Konig; dispute which 
rose €re$€endo in disharmonious duet, and ' ended,’ testi^s M. de Vol- 
taire, ’in a scene iris-iUsagrdadk,* Madame^ with an effort, forgave the 
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ttioughtless fellow, who is still rather yoitng, and is without malice. 
But thoughtless Konig, strong in his opinion about the infinitely little, 
appealed to Maupertuis : ** Am not I right, Monsieur ?** '*/Iek right 
beyond iq^uestionl” wrote Maupertuis to ^adame; ‘somewhat drily,* 
thinks Voltaire: and the result is, there is considerable rage in one 
celestial mind ever since against another male one in red wig and yel- 
low bottom; and they are not on speaking terms, for a good many 
months past, Voltaire has his heart sojfe V^fen cd le cceur about 
it, needs to double-dose Maupertuis wnli flattery ; and in fact has used 
the utmost Siplomacy to effect some vamish of a reconcilement as Mau- 
perluis passed on this occasion. As for Konig, who had studied in some 
Dutch university, he went by and by to. be Librarian to the Prince of 
Orange; and we shall not fail to hear of him again, — once more upon 
the infinitely little.*® 

Voltaire too, in his way, is fond of these mathematical people; eager 
enough to fish for knowledge, here as in all element^, when he has the 
chance offered; this is much an interest of his at present. And he does 
attain sound ideas, outlines of ideas, in this province, — though privately 
defect!^ in the due transcendency of admiration for it ; — was wont to 
discuss cheerily with Konig, ahontTds viva, monads, gravitation and the 
infinitely little ; above all, bows to the ground before the red-wigged 
Bashaw, Flattener of^the Earth, whom for Madame’s sake and his own 
he is anxious to be well with. “Fall on your face nine times, ye eso- 
teric of only Impure Science!” — intimates Maupertius to mankind, 
“ By all means !*’ answers M. de Voltaire, doing it with alacrity ; with 
fi^kind of loyalty, one can perceive, and also with a hypocrisy grounded 
on love of peace. If that is the nature of the Bashaw, and one’s sale 
mode of fishing knowledge from him, why not? thinks M, de Voltaire. 
His patience with M. de Maupertuis, first and last, was very great. But 
we shall find it explode at length, a dozen years hence, in a conspicu- 
ousmanner! — vv 

‘ Maupertuis had conrc to us to Cirey, with Jean Ber- 

* nouilU,’ says Voltaire ,* ‘and thenceforth Maupertuis, who was 

• born the most jealous of men, took me for the object of this 
‘ passion, which ha« always been very dear to him. Husht, 
Monsieur Here is %poor rheumatic kind of Letter, which 
illusti*ates the interinf condition, <ifter that varnish of recon- 
cilement at Brussels 

Voltaire to M, de Maupertuis (at Wesel, waiting for the King, 
or with him rather), 

‘ Brussels, agthcAugust ( 1740% year sinct 

^ thi vnorldfiaitemd. 

' * How the Devil, great Philosopher, would you have had me write 
® to you at W^el ? I fiuicied you gone from VVesel, to seek the King 

S VelUdre^ Si xa6, Ixxii. (00, 230), Ixiii. (229-239k &c. 



58 FRIEDRICH TAKES THE 

* of Sage$ dt\ his Journey somewhere. I hsd understoo^^ too^ they 

* were so delighted to hare you in tliat fortified lodge 

* that you must be taking pleasure theie, for he that ^ves pioasure 

* gets it. ^ 

* You have already seen the jolly Ambassador of the amiablcst Mon- 

* arch in the world, *--*-Canias, a fattish man, on his road to Velwiltes 
(who called at Brussels here, with fine compliments, and a keg Hun- 
gary Wme, as you may have leard whispered). ' No doubt M. do 

* Camas is with you. For my own share, X think it is afj|er you tliat 
^ he is running at present. But in truth, at the hour while I say this> 

' you are with the King — a lucky guess ; King did return to Weisel 
this very day. * The Philosopher and the Prince perc^ve already that 
*■ they are made for each othei. You and M. Algarotti will say, F&da» 

* mus hlc tria tabernacula • as to me, I can only moke dm tuhen/uUuta^^ 
—•profane Voltaiie ! 

* Without doubt I would be with you if I were not at Brussels ; but 
‘ my heart is with you all the same ; and is the subject, all the same, 

‘ of a King wdio is formed to reign over every thinking and feeling 

* being. I do not despair that Madame du Cb^tclet will find*herself 
‘ somewhere on your loute ; it will be a scene in a fairy tak; — she will 

^ ‘ arrive with a sufficient reason* (as your J*eibnitz says) ‘ and With mo- 
" * nads» She does not love you the less though ^he now believes the 

* universe a plenum^ and has renounced the notion of void. Over her 
‘ you have an ascendant which you will nevei lose. In fine, my dear 

* Monsieur, 1 wish as ardently as she to embrace you the soonest pos- 
‘ sible. I recommend myself to your friendship in the Court, worthy 
‘ of you, where you now are .* — Tout d vous^ somewhat rheumatic!** 

Always an anxious almost tremulous desire to conciliate 
this big glaring geometrical bully in red wig. Through the 
sensitive transparent being of M. de Voltaire, you may see 
that feeling almost painfully bus^ \ every Letter he writes to 
the Flattener of the Earth. 

CHAPTER IV. 

VOLTAlRE*S FIRST INTERVIEW WTK FRIEDRICH. 

At Wesel, in the rear o^ all this travailing and excitement^ 
Friedrich falls unwell ; breaks down there into an aguish fe- 
verish distemper, which, for several months after, impeded his 
movements, would he have yielded to it. He has much busi- 
ness on hand, too, — Some of it of prickly nature jifet now 
but is intent a$ ever on seeing Voltaire, among the first things. 
Diligently reading in the Voltaire-Friedrich Coirespondence 

VolUire, bcacS. 043. 
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(which i$ d sad jumble of misdates and opacities, ih the com- 
mon editions)|^ this of the aguish condition frequently turns 
up ; ^ Quartan ague,* it seems ; occasionally very bad ; but 
Friedrich struggles with it ; will nott>e cheated any of his 
purposes by it 

He had a busy fortnight here ; busier than we yet imagine. 
Muck employment there naturally is of the usual Inspection 
sort ; whUh fails in no quarter of his Dominions, but which 
may be particularly important here, in these disputed Berg- 
JiiUch Countries, when the time of decision falls. How he' 
does his Inspections we know ; — and ther^ are still weightier 
matters afoot here, in a silent way, of which wc shall have to 
speak before long, and all the world will speak. Business 
enough, parts of it grave and silent, going on, and the much 
that is public, miscellaneous, small ; done, all of it, in a rapid 
puactqpl precise manner ; — and always, after the crowded day, 
some passages of Supper with the Sages, to wind-up with on 
melodious terms. A most alert and miscellaneously busy young 
King, in spite of the ague. 

It was in these Cleve Countries, and now as probably as 
afterwards, that the light scene recorded in Laveaux*3 p>oor 
History, and in all the Anecdote-Books, transacted itself one 
day. Substance of the story is true ; though the details of it 
go all at random, — somewhat to this effect : 

‘ Inspecting his Finance Affairs, and questioning the parties inter- 

* ested, Friedrich notices a certain Convent m Cleve, which appears to 
^ have, payable from the Forest^ues, considerable revenues bequeathed 

* by the old Dukes, “for nia»es to be said on Iheir behalf.” He 

* goes to look at the place ; questions the Monks on this point, who 

* are all drawn<-QUt in two rows, and have broken into Te-Deum at sight 

‘ of him : “ Husht I You still say those Masses, then ?” “ Certainly, 

* your Majesty r*— “ And what good does anybody get of them?” 

‘ ‘^Your Majesty, those old Sovereigns are to obtain Heavenly mercy 

* by them, to be delivered out of Purgi\for7 by them.” — ** Purgatory? 

^ It is a sore thing for the Forests, all this while ! And they are not 
' yet cait, tliose poor souls, after so many hundred years of praying?” 
'Monks have a fatal apprehension. No. “When will they be out, 

' and the thing complete ?” Monks cannot say. “ Send me a courier 

* whenever ia^w complete!” sneers the King, and leaves them to their 

t Pr^^(the recent latest Editor, and the onhr ^veU-iafonned one, as we said) 
Wfth acenra^; but cannot be rtud at all (in the sense of undervtwtd) without 

t^CTHUdebrandfa Mtipa of the fmostly dubious) An^kthUn uftd Cka* 
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Mourifful state of the Catholic ReUgion so-called I How 
long must these wretched Monks go on doing their lazy thrice- 
deleterious torpid blasphemy ; and a King^ ^ot histrionic but 
real, merely signify thaf he laughs at them and it t Meseems 
a heavier whip than that of satire might be in place here, your 
Majesty ? The lighter whip is easier ; — Ah yes, wdoubfiedly I 
cry many men. But horrilie accounts are runnii^gu|>« enough 
to sink the world at last, while the heavier whip is lazily with- 
held, and lazy blasphemy, fallen torpid, chronic, and quite un* 
conscious of being blasphemous, insinuates itself into the very 
heart*s-blood of mankind ! Patience, however; the heavy whip 
too is coming,— unless universal death be coming. King Fried- 
rich is not the man to wield such whip. Quite other work is 
in store for King tViedrich ; and Nature will not, by any 
suggestion of that terrible task, put him out in the one he haS^ 
He is nothing of a Luther, of a Cromwell ; can loo^ upon 
fakeers praying by their rotatory calabash, as a ludicrous pla- 
titude ; and grin delicately as above, with the approval of his 
wiser contemporaries. Speed to him on his own course ! 

What answer Friedrich found to his ^English proposals, 
— answer due here on the 24th from Captain DickenSi- — I do 
not pointedly learn ; but can judge of it by Harrington’s reply 
to that Despatch of Dickens's, which entreated candour and 
open dealing towards his Prussian Majesty. Harrington is at 
Herrenhausen, still with the Britannic Majesty there ; both of 
them much at a loss about their Spanish War, and the French 
and other aspects upon it : ** Suppose his Prussian Majesty were 
to give himself to France against us T’ We will hope, not. 
Harrington’s reply is to the effect, ‘ Hum, drum Berg and 
‘ Jiilich, say you ? Impossible to answer ; minds not made-up 
* here: — What will his Prussian Majesty do for i/sf Not 
much, 1 should guess, till something ynore categorical come 
from you ! His Prussian I^ajesty is careful not to spoil any- 
thing by over-haste ; but will wait andPtiy farther to the ut- 
most, Whether England or France is the likelier bargain for him. 

Better still, the Prussian Majesty is intent to do something 

aus dtmLehen. Friedrichs des Grosuh (and n very ignorant and car^esi* 
Edition u U: 6 voll. x2mo, Halberstadt, it 160; Laveaiix (whom we already 
cited), Fie d» Fridinc; ^c. &c. }^v:M^sAnekehteH alone, which are not included 
in this Hildebrandt Collection, arc of sure authentlcUy; the Ke5t,toccasiotiatty Chut, 
and often with a kind of myiktc truth in them worth attending to, are othomMt 01 
all degrees of dubiety, dotim to the palpably ftUse and absupf . 
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for himself in that Berg-Jiilich matter: we find him silently 
examining these We$el localities for a proper “Entrenched 
Camp/* Camp say of 40,000, against a certain contingency 
that may be looked for. Camp whi jli will much occupy the 
Gazetteers when they get eye on it This is one of the con- 
cerns he silently attends to, on occasion, while riding about in 
Che Cleve Countries* Then there is another small item of 
business, important to do well, v^ich is now in silence dili- 
gently getting under way at Wesel ; which also is of remark- 
able naturd, and will astonish the Gazetteer and Diplomatic 
circles. This Is the affair with the Bishop of Li<fge, called also 
the Affair of Herstal, which his Majesty has had privately 
laid-up in the corner of his mind, as a thing to be done during 
this Excursion. Of which the reader shall hear anon, to great 
kngths,—- were a certain small preliminary matter, Voltaire's 
Arrival in these parts, once off our hands. 

# 

Friedrich’s First Meeting with Voltaire 1 These other high 
things were once loud in the Gazetteer and Diplomatic circles, 
and had no doubt were the World’s llistoiy ; and now 
they are sunk wholly to the Nightmares, and all mortals have 
forgotten them, — and it is such a task as seldom was to re- 
suscitate the least memory of them, on just cause of a Fried- 
rich or the like, so impatient are men of what is putrid and 
e^ctinct : — and a quite unnoticed thing, Voltaire’s First Inter- 
view, all readers are on the alert for it, and ready to demand 
of me impossibilities about it ! Patience, readers. You shall 
see it, without and within, in such light as there was, and form 
some actual notion of it, it you will cooperate. From the cir- 
cumambient inanity of Old Newspapers, Historic-il shot-rub- 
bish, and unintelligible Correspondences, we sift-out the fol- 
lowing particulars, of this First Meeting, or actual Osculation 
of the Starsr f 

The « Newspapers, though iheif eyes were not yet of the 
Argus quality now familiar to us, have been intent on Fried- 
rich during this Baireuth-Cleve Journey, especially since that 
sudden eclipse of him at Strasburg lately ; forming now one 
scheme of ^^oute for him, now another ; Newspapers, and even 
private friends, being a good deal uncertain about his move- 
ments* Rumour now ran, since his reappearance in the Clcvc 
Countries, thu| Friedrich meant to have a look at Holland 
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Wore goit^g home. And that bad, in fact, boen a notion or 
intention of Friedrich’s. ** Holland ? We could pass through 
Brussels on the way, and see Voltaire 1” thought he, 

In Brussels this was, of course, the rumour of rumours* 
As Voltaire’s Letters, v?sibly in a twitter, still testify to us. 
King of Prussia coining ! Madame du Ch&telet, the ‘ Princess 
Tour’ (that is, Tour*and-Tax\s}, all manner of high |>ameSf 
are on the tiptoe.* Princes? Tour hopes she shall lodge this 
imparalleled Prince in her ^Palace : You, Madame P* ans- 
wers the Du Chitelet, privately, with a toss of her head : ” His 
Majesty, I hope, belongs more to M. de Voltaire and me : he 
shall lodge here, please Heaven !*’ Voltaire, I can observe* has 
sublime hostelry arrangements chalked-out for his Majesty, in 
case he go to Pans ; which he doesn’t, as we know. Voltail* 
is all on the alert, awake to the great contingencies far and 
near ; the Chdlelet-Voltaire breakfasWable,-— -fancy it on those 
interesting mornings, while the post comes round I* , 

Alas, in the first days of September, — Fnedrich’f Letter 
is dated * Wesel, 2d’ (and ha^ the Stras^urj^ Doggerel enclosed 
in It), — ^the Brussels Postman delivers far ^ther intelligence at 
one’s door; very mortifying to Madame: ‘That his Majesty is 
‘ fallen ill at Wesel ; has an aguish fever hanging on him, and 
‘ only hopes to come:’ Votlit, Madame! — Next Letter, Wesd, 
Monday 5th Sept., is to the effect : ' Do still much hope to 
‘ come ; tomorrow is my trembling day ; if that prove to be 
‘ off!’ — Out upon It, that proves not to be off; that is on; 
next Letter, Tuesday Sept 6th, which cotnes by express (Cou- 
rier dashing up with it, say on tii^ Thursday following) is,^ — ^ 
alas, Madame ! — here it is : 

King Friedrich to M, de Voltaire at Brustels^ 

* Wasel, Slh Sept 1740. 

'My dear Voltaire, — ^In spite of myself, I have to yield t6 the 
' Quartan Fevc’-, which is mofe tenacious th^ a JaUsenlst ; and what- 
‘ ever desire T had of going to Antwerp and Brussels, I find tayself no^ 
' in a condition to undertake such a journey without risk. I would 
' ask of you, then, if the road from Brussels to Cleve would not to>u« 
' seem too long for a n\eeting ; it is the one means of seeiftg you which 
' remains to me. Confess that I am unlucky ; for now when I eottid 
' dispose oi my person, and nothing hinders me from seeing you^ thO 

* Vohair^ Ixxii. (Letters aad August-^nd S^tefliber 
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<*|ereir gets its hand into dio bnsinesst ^nd seems to intend duptdiiig 

* me that satisfoction. 

*Let us deceive the fever> my dear Voltaire j and let me at least 
^ have the pleasure of embrodi^ you. Make my best excuses^ (polite^ 
rather than sinoore) ‘ to Madame the Marpitsf, that I cannot have the 

* satisfaction of seeing her at Brussels. All that are about me know 
\ the mtention I was in ; which certainly nothing but the fever could 

* have made me change. 

'Sunday next I shall be at a litll^Flace near Cleve,* — Schloss 
Moyiand, rihich, and the route to wh^h, this Courier can tell you of; 

where I sliall be able to possess you at my ease. If the sight of 
' you don*t cure me, 1 will send for a Confessor at once. Adieu ; you* 
' know my sentiments and my heart.’* — F6 dV.ric. 

After which the Correspondence suddenly extinguishes it- 
sptf; ceases for about a fortnight, — in the bad w/rdated Edi- 
tions even does worse ; — and we are left to thick darkness, to 
our own poor shifts ; Dryasdust being grandly silent on this 
small jpterest of ours, What is to be done ? 

Particulars of First Intenneiv^ 07i set^ere Scrutiny. 

Here* from a pAmful Predecessor whose Papers I inherit, 
are some old Documents and Studies on the subject, — sorrow- 
ful collection, in fact, of what poor sparks of certainty were to 
be found hovering in that dark clement ; — which do at last (so 
luminous are certainties always, or 'sparks’ that will shine 
steady) coalesce into some febble general twilight, feeble but 
indubitable ; and even show the sympathetic reader how they 
were searched out and brought logelhei. Wc number and 
label these poor Patches cj Evidence on so small a matter ; 
and leave them to the curious : 

No. 1 . Date of the Pir^t Intervieio. It K certain Voltaire did arrive 
at the little Schloss of Moyiand, Sept, i ith, Sunday night, — which is 
the ' Sunday* just specihed in Friedrich’s Letter. Voltaire had at once 
decided on Complying, else? — and lost no lime in packing him* 
self: King's Courier on Jhursday late*,*VoUaire on the road on Satur- 
day early, or the niglit before, Witl\ Madame's shrill blessing (not the 
moat musical in this vexing case), and plenty of fuss. ' Was wont to 
tmvel in considerabie style,' I am told; ‘the innkeepers calling him 
•* y<^r Ixir^ship {M. te * Arrives, sure enough, Sunday night; 

old Schloss of Moyiand, six miles from Cleve;* ‘ moonlight,’ I find,— 
the Harvest Moon. Visit lasted three days.® 

♦ Preuss, (Euvres ite FridtriCt xxiL vf. 

® Kdde&b«ck, p» Blg. fta 
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iVJ?* Voitaire^s Drwt ihithir. Schloss Moyland : How far from 
Bmssels, and by what route? By Louvain, Tillemont, Tongretf to 
Maestnchtj then from Maestricht up the Maas (left banlc) to Vehlo, 
where cross ; through Geldem and Goch to Cleve i between tlie Maas 
and Rhine this last portione Flat damp country; tolembly under till- 
age ; original constituents bog and sand. Distances I guess to be : To 
Tongres 6o miles and odd; to Maestncht ta or 15, fiom Maestricht 
75 , m all 150 miles English Two days driving > There is c^jumoctnl 
moon> and still above twelve hwrs of sunlight for * M. Ic Comte.* 

No 3. Of the Place Whtj e Voltaire, who should have Vnown, calls 
it petit Ckdteau de Meitsef which is a Castle existing nowhere but m 
Dream«i. Other Fiench Biographers are still more imaginary. The 
little Schloss of Mo>land, — by no means ‘ Meuse,* nor even Mors^ 
which Voltaire piobably means in saymg Chdtcau de Meuse^ — was, as 
the least inquiry settles bejond question, the place where Voltaiie and 
Fnednch first met hiiedrich Wilhelm used often to lodge there in bis 
Cleve jouintys he made thither for shelter, m the sickness that over- 
took him m fneiid Gmkers house, coming home from the Rhine Cam- 
paign in 1734, Ibcrc for several weeks after quitting GinkeVs Any 
other light I can get upon it, is darkness visible. Busching pointedly 
informs me,® * It is a Parish* (or patch of country under one priest), 

* and Till and it are a Junsdiction* (pair of patches under one court of 
justice) ' — which docs not much illuminate the inquiring mind. Small 
patch, this of Moyland, size not given, *was bought,* says he, *111 1695, 

‘ by Friedrich afterwards hir«>t King, from the Family of Spaen,*— -we 
once knew a I^ieutenant Spacn, of those Dutch regions,- — ‘and was 
‘named a Royal Mansion ever thei t after * Who lived in it; wllat 
kind of thing was it, is it’ Allam nkntmm^ fiom Buschmg and man 
kind. Belonged to the Spiens, fifty years ago; — some shadow of our 
poor bamsJied tiicnd the 1 icutenant lestmg on it ? Dim enough old 
Mansion, with ‘court* to it, with modicu n of equipment, lying there 
m the moonlight, — did not look -.ublii^ne to VoUaiic on stepping out. 
So that all our knowledge reduces tseif to this one point of finding 
Moyland 111 the Map, with daU^ with imimscence to us, hanging by it 
henceforth I Good ^ 

Mors,— which is near the Town of Ruhrort, about midway between 
Wesel and Dusscldorf, — must be some forty miles from Moyland, forty- 
five from Cleve ; southward of both So thi<t the place, ‘d dtux lieues 
de Cl^es,^ is, even by Voltairs’s showing, this Moyland; were there 
otherwise any doubt upon it, ‘ Chateau de^ — ^hanging out a 
prospect of Mors to us, — is bad usage to leaders. Of an intelligent 
man, not to say a Tnsmegistus of men, one expects he will know m 
what town he is, after three days expenence, as here But he does not 
always ; he hangs-out ^ mere ‘shadow of Mors by moonfight,* till wo 

* Frdb^schreibmtSi v 659, 677 

7 StieJers Deuismlaud (excellent Map in as Pieces), Piece 12 —Till is a mile or 
two north east from Moyland, Moyland about 5 or 6 soudv-east frSm Qeve. 
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leAm better. Duvernet, bis Biographer, even calls it * ^l 0 ts~ 3 i(euse 
some ivonderful idea of Sl\xices and a Riv§r attached to it, in Duver- 
net’s bead 

WhcU Voltaire thought of the fnteAiew Twenty Years 
afterwards- 

Of the Interview itself* with ge^ral bird’s-eye view of the 
Visit combined (in a very incorrec/state)» there is direct testi- 
mony by Voltaire himself. Voltaire himself, twenty years after, 
in far other humour, all jarred into angry sarcasm, for causes 
we shall see by and by, — ^Voltaire, at the request of friends, 
writes down, as his Friedrich Reminiscences, that scandalous 
Vi4i Privie above spoken of, a most sad Document; and this 
is the passage referring to ^ the little Place in the neighbour- 
hood of Cleve,* where Friedrich now waited for him : errors 
corrected by our laborious Friend. After quoting something 
of that Strasburg Doggerel, the whole of which is now too well 
known to us, Voltaire proceeds : 

‘From Strasburg Jje,’ King Friedrich, ‘went to see nis Lower 

* German Provinces ; he said he -would come and sec me incognito at 

* Brussels. We prepared a fine house for him,’ — were ready to pre- 
pare such hired bouse as we had for him, with many apologies for its 
alight degree of perfection {error firsts — ‘ but having fallen ill in the 
‘ little Mansion-Royal of Meuse {ChdUau dc Mei 4 rse\ a couple of leagues 
‘ from Cleve,* — fell ill at Wesel ; and there is no Chateau de Metise in 
the world (errors %d and •^d )^ — ‘ he wrote to me that he expected T 
‘ would make the advances. I went, accoidingly, to present my pro- 
‘ found homages. Maupertuis, who alieady had liis views, and was 
‘ possessed with the rage of being President to an Academy, had of his 
‘ own accord, *-—110, being invited, and at my suggestion (error 4^/^), — 
‘ presented himself there ; and was lodged with Algaiotti and Keyscr- 

* ling* (which latter, I suppose, had come from Berlin, not being of the 
Strasburg party, he) ‘ in a garret of this Palace. 

‘ At the door of the coiirt, I found, by way of guard, one soldier. 
‘ Privy-Councillor Rambonet, Minister State* — (very subaltern man; 
never heard of him except in the Herstal Business, and here) — ‘ was 
‘ walking in the court; blowing in his fingers to keep them warm.* Sun- 
day night nth September 1740; world all bathed in moonshine; and 
mortals mostly shrunk into their huts, out of the raw air. ‘ He* Ram- 
bonet ‘wore big linen ruffles at his wrists, very dirty* (visibly so in the 
moonlight ? Error ^th extends ml libitum over all the following de- 
rails); ‘ a holed hat ; an old official periwig, ’•«-*rained into a totally un* 

• Duvernet of is, ViO dt Voltaire par T. J. D. V.), p. 1x7, 

yOL IV, F 
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sympietric^tate, as would seem, — • one side of which hung down into 
**one of his pockets, and t)^e other scarcely crosseil his shouldor. I was 
^ told, this man was now intrusted with an a£Ea.ir qf impottanoe here ; 

* and that proved true,*— the Herstal Affair. 

*I was led into his hfejesty’s apartment Nothing but four bare 
‘ walls there. By the light of a candle, J perceived, in a closet, a lit- 

* tie truckle-bed two feet and a half broad, on which lay a little man 
‘muffled-up in a dressing-g^wn^of coarse blue duffel: this Was the 
‘ King, sweating and shivcri!^ under a wretched blanket there, in a 
‘ violent fit of fever. I mad^my reverence, and began dhe acquaint- 
‘ ance by feeling his pulse, as if I had been his chief physician. The 
‘ fit over, he dressed himself, and look his place at table. Algarotti, 

* Keyserling, Maupeituis, and the Kuig*s Envoy to the States-General* 
—one Rasfeld (skilled in Herstal matters, I could guess),—* wq were 

* of this supper, and discussed, naturally in a profound manner, the 
‘ Immortality of the Soul, Liberty, Fate, the Androgynes of Plato* (the 
Androgynoi^ or Men-Women, m Plato’s Comnviutn; by no means the 
finest symbolic fancy of the divine Plato), — * and other small topics of 
‘ that nature.** 

This is Voltaire’s account of the Visit, — ^which included 
three ‘Suppers,’ all huddled into one by him here;- — and he 
says nothing moie of it ; launching off ipow into new errors, 
about //if the Anti-Macchiavel^ and so forth: new and 
uglier errors, with much more of mendacity and serious malice 
in them, than in this harmless half-dozen now put on the score 
against him. 

Of this Supper-Party, I know by face four of the guests : 
Maupertuis, Voltaire, Algarotti, Keyserling ; — Rasfeld, Ram* 
bonet can sit as simulacra or mute accompaniment. Voltaire 
arrived on Sunday evening ; stajjed till Wednesday. Wednes- 
day morning, 14th of the raon'^h, the Party broke up: Voltaire 
rolling off to left hand, towards Brussels, or the Hague ; King 
to right, on inspection business, and circuitohsly homewards. 
Three Suppers there had been, two busy Days intervening ; 
discussions about Fate and the Atkirogynoi of Plato no 
means the one thing don< by Voltaire and the rest, on this oc- 
casion. We shall find elsewhere, * he declaimed his Maken^f 
(sublime new Tragedy, not yet come out), in the course of 
these three evenings, to the ‘speechless admiration’ of his Royal 
Host, for one ; an<^ in the daytime, that he even<.drew his pen 
about the Herstal Business, which is now getting to its crisis, 
and wrote one of the Manifestos, ^ill discoverable. And We 
* Voltaire, dSnvrtM (Piece once called F«r ii. aS, 27. 



CKap.iv. VOI«TAHflE’S FIRST INTERVIEW. 6f 

Sept. 1740. ^ 

need not doubt, in spite of his now sneering tone, t^at things 
ran high and grand here, in this paltsy littJe Schloss of Moy- 
land ; and that those three were actually Suppers of the Cods, 
for the time being, ^ 

* Councillor Rambonet/ with the holed hat and unsymmetric wig, 
continue Voltaire in the satirical vein, * liad meanwhile mounted a 

* hired hack (chevaX d€ lorng^i* mii.chievjjus Voltaire, I have no doubt 
he went on wheels, probably of his ownh ‘ he rode all night; and next 
' morning aijived at the gates of Liey ; where he took Act in the 

* name of the KiLug his Master, whilst i,ooo men of the Wesel Troops 

* laid Liege under contribution. The pretext of this hue Marching ol 

* Troops/ — -not a pretext at all, but the assertion, correct in all points, 
of just claims long trodden down, and now made good with more spirit 
than had been expected,' — ‘was certain rights which the King pretendetl 
‘ to, over a suburb of Li^gc. He even chargefl me to work at a Mani- 

* festo 5 and I made one, good or bad ; not doublu'g oul a King with 

* whom I supped, and who called me his friend, must be in the right. 

‘ The ajflair soon settled itself by meain of a million of ducats, ' — ^nothing 
like the ^hm, as we shall see, — ‘ whiclf ho evneted by weight, to clear 
‘ the costs of the Tour to Strasburg, w'hich, according to his complaint 
‘ in that Poetic Lettcri (Doggerel above given), ‘ were so heavy.* 

That is Voltaire*'? view; grown very corrosive after Twenty 
Years. He admits, with all the satire : ‘ I naturally felt iny- 
‘ self attached to him ; for he had wit, graces ; and moreover 
^ he was a King, which always forms a potent seduction, so 

* weak is human nature. Usually it is we of the writing sort 

* that flatter Kings : but this King pvaisi d me from head to foot, 

* while the Abbd Desfontaines and other scoundrels {gfXdins) 
‘ were busy defaming me in Paris at least once a week.* 

What Voltaire thought of the Litervieuf at the Time. 

But let us take the contemporary account, which also we 
have at first hand ; which is almost pathetic to read ; such a 
contrast between rud<|y if.ornmg and the storms of the after- 
noon t Here are Two Letters from yoltaire ; fine transparent 
human Letters, as his generally are . the first of them written 
directly on getting back to the Hague, and to the feeling of 
his eclipsed condition. 

VoMre to M. de Maufertuis (witl^ the King). 

*'fhc Hague, iSih September 1740* 

‘ I serve you, Monsieur, sooner than I promised ; and that is the 

* way you ought fo be serv«^ I send you the answer of M. Smith/ 
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-^probabl) some German or Dutch Schmidt^ spelt here in EnglUlV 
nected with the Sciences> s^y with water-carrisige, the typograpl^, or 
one need not know what; — * you will see where the question stands. 

♦ When we both left Cleve^*— 14th of the month, Wednesday last ; 

1 8th is Sunday, in this dd cobwebby Palace, where I am correcting 
Anti-Macchtavtl^ — ‘and you took to the right,’-*— King, homewards, 
got to Ham that evening,—* I could have thought I was at the Last 

Judgment, where the Bon Igicu separates the elect from the danmed. 

* Divtks Fredericus said to you*/* Sit down at my right hand in the Pata- 
'dise of Berlin;” and to me, V Depart, thou accursed, Holland.” 

* Here I am accordmgly id this phlegmatic place of punishment, 

* far from the divine fire which animates the Friedrichs, the Mauper- 

* tuis, the Algarottis. For God’s love, do me the charity of some sparks 

* in these stagnant waters uheie I am,’ — stiffening, cooling, — *stupe- 

* fying to death. Instruct me of your pleasures, of your designs. You 

* will doubtless see M de Valori,’ — readers know de Valori ; his Book 
has been publislied; edited, as too usual, by a Human Nightmare, 
ignorant of his subject and indeed of almost all other things, and liable 
to mistakes m every page; yet paitly readable, if you carry lanterns, 
and love ^^mon ^ros Valon ” — ‘offer him, I pray you, my i aspects. 

‘ If I do not wiitc to him, the icason is, I have no news to send: X 
‘ should be as exact as I am devoted, if my correspondence could be 

* useful or agreeable to him. u 

‘ Won’t you have me send you some Books? If I be still in Hoi* 

‘ land when your oiders come, I will obey in a moment. 1 pray yoU 

* do not foiget me to M. de Keyserling,’ — Csesarion whom we once 
had at Cirey ; a headlong dusky little man of wit (libraiy turned topsy- 
turvy, a.s Wilhelmma called him), whom we have seen. 

‘ Tell me, I beg, if the enormous monad of Volfius,’— (Wolf, would, 
the readei like to heai about him? If so, he has only to speak!)— 

‘ IS aiguing at Marburg, at Beilin, or at Ilall’ (HalU^ which is a very 
different place). 

‘Adieu, Monsieur; you ca£» address your orders to me “ At the 
‘ Hague they will be forwarded wherever I am ; and I shall be, any- 

* where on earth, — ^Yours forever (d vous pour 

Letter Second, of which a fragment may be given, is to 
one Cjdevillc, a month later ; all Ae more genuine as there 
was no chance of the King’s hearing about this one. Cide- 
ville, some kind of literary Advocate at Rouen (who is weari- 
somely known to the reader of Voltaire^s Letters), had done, 
what is rather an endemical disorder at this time, some Verses 
for the King of Pigussia, which he wished to b% presented to 
his Majesty. The presentation, owing to accidents, did not 
take place ; hear how Voltaire, from his cobweb Palace at the 

fo Yoltwe, Ixxii, 
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busy with AniUMacchiav$h Van Duren and many other 
thingSp^iSdi October 1740, on whioh day we find him writ- 
ing many Letters, — explains the sad accident : 

Voltaire to M„ de Cidcvilh (at Rouen). 

* At the Hague, King of Prussia's Palace, 
# ‘ i8ih October 1740. 

• • * ' This is my case, dear G cleville. When yon sent me, 

* enclosed iif your Letter, tliose Verses^among which there are some ot 
‘ charming and inimitable turn) for our Marcus Aurelius of the North, 

* I did well design to pay my court to him with them. He was at that 

* lime to have come to Brussels incognito : we expected him there; but 

* the Quartan Fever, which unhappily he still has, deranged all his pro- 
‘ jects. If e sent me a courier to Brussels, * — ^mai k that point, my Cide- 
villej- — *aud so I set out to find him in the neighboinhnod of Cleve, 

‘ It was there I saw one of the amiabkst men m the world, w'ho 

* forms the charm of society, who would be everywhere sought after if 

* he wets not King ; a philosopher wntliout austenty ; full of sweetness, 

* complaisance and obligiifg ways [a^rhnens ) ; not lemembering that he 
^ is King when he meets his fuends; indeed so completely forgetting it 

* that he made me loo almost foiget it, and I needed an efTo* t ot memory 

* to recollect that I he?e saw sitting at the foot of my bed a Sovereign 

* Who had an Army of x 00, 000 men. Tliat was the moment to have 

* read your amiable Verses to him;* — yes; but then? — ‘ Madame du 

* Chfitelet, who was to have sent them to me, did not, ne l^a pxxs faitP 
Alas, no, they are still at Biussels, those charaiing Verses; and I, for 
a month past, am here in my cobweb Palace I Ihit I swe ir to you, the 
instant 1 return to Brussels, I &c. 

Finally, here is what Friediich thought of it, ten days after 
parting with Voltaire. We will read this also (though other- 
wise ahead of us as yet) ; to be ceitified on all sides, and sated 
for the rest of our lives, concerning the Friedrich -Voltaire 
First Interview, 

King Friednfh to M. Jordan (at Berlin). 

l| * Potsdam, 34th September X74a 

‘Most respectable Inspector of the poor, the invalids, orphans, 

* CKwy people and Bedlams, — I have reail with mature metUtation the 
^ very profound Jordanic Letter which was waiting here — and do 
accept your learned proposal. 

* I have^een that Voltaire whom I was so*curious to know; but I 

* saw him with the Quartan hanging on me, and my mind as unstrung 
^ as my boay. Wi£ men of his kind one ought not to be sick; one 

n Voltaire, Lodi afa. 
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* ought eve^ to he specially well, and in better health than corntnohj if 

* one could. f 

* He has the eloquence of Cicero, the mildness of Pliny, thewisdpm 
‘ of Agrippa ; he combines, in short, what is to be collected of virtues 

* and talents from the thre# greatest men of Antiquity. His intellect is 
‘ at work incessantly ; every drop of ink is a trait of wit from liis pen. 

* He declaimed his Mahomet to us, an admirable Tragedy which he has 

* done,^ — ^which the Official p^ple smelling heresies in it (‘toleration,* 

‘ horrors of fanaticism,’ and thq like) will not let him act, a.s readers loo 
well know ‘ he transported out of ourselves 5 1 could^nly admire 
‘ and hold my tongue. The Du Chatelei is lucky to have him : for of 
‘ the good things he flings out at random, a person who had no faculty 
‘ but memory might make a brilliant Book That Minen'a has just 
‘ published her Work on PJmits • not wholly bad. It was Kbnig,’— 
whom we know, and whose late tempest in a certain teapot,—* that dic- 

tatal the theme to her : she has adjusted, omamente<l here and there 

* with some touch picketl from Voltaire at her Suppers. The Chapter on 

* Space is jiitiable ; the’ — in short, she is still raw in the Pure Sciences, 

and should have waited. ♦ * * ; 

‘Adieu, most learned, most scientific, Aost profound Jordan,— or 

* lather most gallant, most amiable, most jovial Jordan ; — I salute thee, 

‘ with assurance of all those old feelings which thou hast the art of in- 
‘ spiring in every one that knows thee. Vale, ^ 

‘ T write the moment of my arrival : be obliged to me, friend ; for 
‘ I have been working, I am going to work still, like a Turk, or like a 
‘ Jordan. 

This is hastily thrown-off for Friend Jordan, the instant 
after his Majesty’s circuitous return home. Readers cannot yet 
attend his Majesty there, till they have brought the Affair of 
Herstal, and other remainders of the Cleve Journeyi along with 
them. 


CHAPTER V. 

AFFAIR OF HERSTAL. 

This Rambonet, whom Voltaire found walking in the court 
of the old Castle of MoylaAd, is an ofi^pal gentleman, other- 
wise unknown to History, who has lately been engaged in a 
Public Affair ; and is now off again about it, * on a hired hack* 
or otherwise, — with very good instructions in his head. Affair 
which, though m itself but small, is now beginnitfg to make' 
great noise in the world, as Friedrich wends homewards out of 
his Cleve Journey, He has set it fairly alight, Voltaire and he, 

10 CBuvns ^ jMiMct xvii. 71, 
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before quitting Moyinna ; and now it will go of itself. The 
Affair of Herstal* or of the Bishop 0# Li^e ; FriedrfoVs first 
appearance on the stage of politics. Concerning which some 
very brief notice, if intelligible, will suiice readers of the pre- 
sent day. 

Heristal, now called Herstal, wSs once a Castle known to 
all mankind ; King Pipings Castle^ho styled himself “ Pipin 
of Heristal,’^ before he became mng of the Franks and begot 
Charlemagne. It lies on the Maas, in that fruitful Spa Coun- 
try ; left bank of the Maas, a little to the noith of Li^ge ; and 
probably began existence as a grander place than Lidge 
ticK)^ which was, at first, some Monastery dependent on secu- 
lar Herstal and its grandeurs : — think only how the race has 
gone between these two entities ; spiritual Lidge now a big City, 
black ^ith the smoke of forges and steamnnlls , Herstal an 
insignificant Village, accidentally talked of for a few weeks in 
1 740, and no chance ever to be mentioned again by men. 

Herstal, in the^oiTfusecl vicissitudes of a thou inj years, 
had passed through various fortunes, and undergone change of 
owners often enough. Fifty year-^ ago it uas in the hands of 
the Nassau-Orange House ; Dutch William, our English Pro- 
testant King, who probably scarce knew of his possessing it, 
was Lord of Herstal till his death. Dutch William had no 
children to inherit Herstal : he was of kinship to the Prussian 
House, as readers are aware ; and from that circumstance, not 
without a great deal of discussion, and difficult * Division of 
the Orange Heritage,* this Herstal had, at the long last, fallen 
to Friedrich Wilhelm’s share ; it and Neuch 5 .tel, and the Cob- 
web Palace, and some other places and pertinents. 

For Dutch William was dfkin, we say; Friedrich I. of 
Prussia, by his Mothef the noble Wife of the Great Elector, 
was full cousin to Dutch William : and the Marriage Contracts 
were express, — though the High iflightinesses made difficulties, 
and the collateral Orange branches were abundantly reluctant, 
when it came to the fulfilling point. For indeed the matter was 
intricate. ^Orange itselfi for example, what was to be done with 
the Principality of Orange ? Clearly Prussia’s ; but it lies im- 
bedded deep in the belly of France : that will be a Caesarean- 
Operation for you I Had not Neuchfitel happened just then 
to fall home to France (ot in sonke measure to France) and be 
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beHeSs^ Pftis$ia*s Heritage of Orange would have don^ little 
for Prussia 1 Principalit)? of Orange was, by this chance, long 
since, mainly in the First King’s time, got settled :* but there 
needed many years moi!^: of good waiting, and of good push- 
ing, on Friedrich Wilhelm’s part ; and it was not till 1732 that 
Friedrich Wilhelm got the Dutch Heritages finally brought to 
tile square : Ncuch^tel anfi Valengin, as aforesaid, in lieu of 
Orange ; and now furthermV re, the Old Palace atJLoo (that 
VieilU Cour and biggest conC/ebs), with pertinents, with Gar- 
den of Honslardik ; and a string of items, bigger and less, not 
worth enumerating. Of the items, this Herstal was one ; — and 
truly, so far as this went, Friedrich Wilhelm often thought he 
had better never have seen it, so much trouble did it bring him. 

Him the Herstallers had behaved to Friedrich Wilhebn, 

The Herstal people, knowing the Prussian recruiting-sys- 
tem and other rigours, were extremely unwilling to come under 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s sway, could they have helped it. They 
refused fealty, swore they never would" : nor did they, 
till the appearance, or indubitable foreshine, of Friedrich Wil- 
helm's bayonets advancing on them from the East, brought 
compliance. And always after, spite pf such quasi -fealty, they 
showed a pig-like obstinacy of humour ; a certain insignificant, 
and as it were impertinent, deep-rooted desire to thwart, irri- 
tate and contradict the said Friedrich V/ilhelm. Especially 
in any recruiting matter that might arise, knowing that to be 
the weak side of his Prussian Majesty, All this would have 
amounted to nothing, had it not been that their neighbour, the 
Prince Bishop of Li^ge, who imagined himself to have some 
obscure claims of sovereignty pver Herstal, and thought the 
present a good opportunity for asserting these, was diligent to 
aid and abet the Herstal people in su^ their mutinous acts. 
Obscure claims ; which thu» is the sumn^ry, should the reader 
not prefer to skip it : 

‘ Tlie Bishop of Liege’s claims on Herstal {which He wrapt from 
^ mankind in the extensive jungle of his law-pleadings, like a Bedlam 
* happily fallen extinct) geem to me to have grown mainly from twq 
‘ facts more or less radical. 

* Neuch&tel, 3d November 1707, tO Friedrich I., natives prefeniiw Mpi to 'Fit- 
teen other Claimants^* Louis XIV. loudly protesting*, not till Treaty ofutrechfi (14th 
March 17x3, first month of Friedrich Wuhelm’s reign) Would Louis klY., on cession 
of 0»an<re« consent and sanction. 
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*Fctct first In Kaiser Barbarossa^s time, year iiyi^^Herstal had 

* been given in pawn to the Church of Liege, for a l^n^ by the then 

* proprietor, Duke of Lorraine and Brabant. Loan was repaid, I do 

* not learn when, and the Pawn given back ; to the satisfaction of said 

* Luke, or Duk^s Heirs ; never quite to tSe satisfaction of the Church, 

* which had been in possession, and w'as loath to quit, after hoping to 

* continue. ‘^Give us back Herstal; it ought to be ours!” Unappeas- 

* able sigh or grumble to this effect if heard thenceforth, at intervals, 

‘ in the Chapter of Li^ge, and has ceased in Friedrich^s lime. But 

* as the wdfid, in its loud thoroughfaps, seldom or never heard, or could 
‘ haar, feuch sighing in the Chapter, nothing bad come of it, — till— ^ 

^ Fact second. In Kaiser Karl V.'s time, the Prince Bishop of Liege 

* happened to be a Natural Son of old Kaiser Max^s; — and had friends 

* at headquarters, of a very choice nature. Had, namely, in this sort, 

* Kaiser Jf^rl for Nephew or Half-Nephew ; and what peihaps was still 
‘ better, as nearer hand, had KaiPs Aunt, Marn Queen of Hungary, 

* then Governess of the Netherlands, for Half-Sister. Liege, in these 

* choice circumstances, and by other good chances that turned up, again 

* got temporary clutch or half-clutch- of Herstal, for a couple of years 
^ (date 1546**8, the Prince of Orange, real proprietor, whose Ancestor 

* had bought it for money do^vn, being tlien a minor) ; once, and per- 
‘ haps a second time dee circumstance ; but had always to renounce 

* it again, when tHe ^ince of Oiange came to matin ity. And ever 

* since, the Chapter of Li^ge sighs as before, “ Heist al is perhaps in a 
‘ sense ours. We had once some kind of right to it !” — sigh inaudible 
^ in the loud public thoroughfares. That is the Bishop’s claim. The 
‘ name of him, if anybody care for it, is (ieorg Ludwig, titular Coant 

* of now a veiy old man: Bishop of Liege, he, and has been 

* snatching at Herstal again, very e.igeily by any skill or tagrag that 

* might liappen to fly loose, these eight years past, in .1 rash and pro- 

* voting manner age eighty-two at present ; ]->oor old fool, he had 
‘ better have sat quiet. There lies a rod in pickle for him, during these 

* late months; and will be surprisingly laid-on, were the time come!’ 

“I have Law Authority over Herstal, and power of judging 
there in the last appeal,** said this Bishop: — “You!’* thought 
Friedrich Wilhelm, wh^; was far off, and had little time to waste. 

Any Prussian recruiter that behaves ill, bring him to me!’* 
said the Bishop, who«was on the #pot. And accordingly it had 
been done; one notable instance two years ago: a Prussian 
Lieutenant locked in the Lidge jail, on complaint of riotous 
Herstal; thereupon a Prussian Officer of rank (Colonel Kreut- 
zen, worthy old Malplaquet gentleman) toming as Royal Mes- 
senger, not admitted to audience, nay laid hold of by the Li^ge 
baiUffi in$tea^; and other unheard-of procedures.^ So that 

* DiUces du hits dt Litre (Idcge^ 1738); HeUen-Geschichift ii. 57-6a. 

> BotdefhGoso^^et ii. 03-73, 
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Friedrich Wilhelm had nothing but trouble with this petty Her- 
sta)^ S^nd must have thoti)g|iit his neighbour BishOf^ n very con-* 
tehtious highflying gentleman, who toc^ great liberties With 
the Lion's whiskers, whe% he had the big animal at an advan- 
tage. 

The episcopal procedures, eight years ago, about the First 
Hottiaging of Herstal, had^been of similar complexion; nor 
had other such failed in the interim, though this last outrage 
exceeded them all. This las^egan in the end of 1738; and 
span itself out through 1739, when Friedrich Wilhelm lay in 
his flnal sickness, less able to deal with it than formerly. Being 
a peaceable man, unwilling to awaken conflagrations for a 
small matter, Friedrich Wilhelm had offered, through Kreut- 
zen on this occasion, to part with Herstal alt<^ether; to sell 
it, * for 100,000 thalers,' say 16,000/., to the highflying Bishop, 
and honestly wash his hands of it. But the highflying Bishop 
did not consent, gave no definite answer ; and so the flatter 
lay, — like an unsettled extremely irritating paltry little matter, 
— at the time Friedrich Wilhelm died. * 

The Gazetteers and public knew little 'slbout these particu- 
lars, or had forgotten them again ; but at the Prussian Court 
they were in lively remembrance. What the young Friedrich's 
opinion about them had been we gather from this succinct 
notice of the thing, written seven or eight years afterwards, 
exact in all points, and still carrying a breath of the old hum- 
our in it. * A miserable Bishop of LiCge thought it a proud 

* thing to insult the laic King. Some subjects of Herstal, which 

* belongs to Prussia, had revolted ; the Bishop gave them his 
‘ protection. Colonel Kreulzen was sent to Li6ge, to compose 
» the thing by treaty ; credentials with him, full power, and ^ 

* in order. Imagine it the Bishop would not receive him t 
‘ Three days, day after day, he saw t|is Envoy apply at his 

* Palace, and always denied him entrance. These things had 
‘ grown past endurance.'^ •And Friedrish had taken note of 
Herstal along with him, on this Cleve Journey; privately in- 
tending to put Herstal and the highflying Bishop on asuitabler 
footing, before his return from those countries* 

For indeed, on Ffiedrich’s Accession, matters Bad grown 
worse, not better. Of course there was Fealty to be sworn ; 
but the Herstal people, abetted by the highflying JBbhop, have 

* Preuts, {M 4 m. de UrancU&ovrg^ iL 53. 
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declined sweating it Apology for the past^ prospfftt of amend- 
ment for the future, thete ie less thaJU^ever. What is the young 
King to do with this paltry little Hamlet of Herstal? tie could, 
in theory, go into soraeReichs-Hofra^h, some ReiChs-Kammer- 
gerlcht (kind of treble and tenfold English Court-of-Chancery, 
which has lawsuits 2 So years old), —if he were a theoretic 
German King. He can plead in^the Diets, and the Wetzlar 
Reichs-Kammergericht without jmd: ‘All German Sovereigns 
‘ have p^wer to send theii AmJ^ssador thither, who is like a 

* mastiff chained in the backyard' (observes Friedrich else- 
where) ‘with privilege of barking at the Moon,’ — unrestricted 
privilege of barking at the Moon, if that will avail a practical 
man, 01 King’s Ambassador. Or perhaps the Bishop of Li^ge 
will bethink him, at last, what considerable liberty he is taking 
with some people’s whiskers? Four months are gone; Bishop 
of Li^ge has not in the least bethought him : we arc in the 
neigWbourhood in person, with "note of the thing in our me- 
mory. 

Friedri^^akes the Rod out of Pickle, 

Accordingly the Rath Rambonet, whom Voltaire found at 
Moyland that Sunday night, had been over at Lidge ; went ex- 
actly a week before ; with this message of very peremptory 
tenor from his Majesty: 

To the Prince Bishop of IMge, 

'Wcstl, 4th September 1740. 

^ My Cousin, — Knowing all the assaults (atuintes) made by you up- 
^on my indisputable rights over my ftee Baiony of Herstal; and how 
‘ the s^itious ringleaders there, for sevcial years past, have been coun- 

* tenanced (bestdrhei) by you in their detestable acts of disobedience 
‘ against me,— I have commanded my Fnvy Councillor Rambonct to 
‘ repair to your presence, and in my name to require from you, within 

* two days, a distinct and? categorical answer to this question: Whether 
‘ you are still minded to assert your pretended sovereignty over Herstal ; 

* and whether you will protect the rcbl:ls at Herstal, in their disorders 

* and abominable disobedience? 

* In case you refuse, or delay beyond the term, the An? u^er which I 

* hereby of right demand, you will render yourself alone responsible, 
‘ before th^world, for the consequences which infallibly will follow. I 
‘ am, with much consideration,— My Cousin, — 

‘Your very affectionate Cousin, 

, * Friedrich.^* 


* H€l 4 en,^scfnchi*^ u, 73, ixx. 
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• txthSept. I74«*. 

Rambprfbt had started straightway for Li^ge^ with this mis- 
sive; and had duly presSated it there, I guess on the 7th,-— 
with notice that he Would wait forty-eight hours, and then re- 
turn with what answer oiono-answer there might be. Getting 
no written answer, or distinct verbal one ; getting only dome 
vague muinblement as good as none, Rambonet had disap* 
peared from LitSge on the 9trf ; and was home at Moyland when 
Voltaire arrived that Sunday^vening,— just walfcing^about to 
come to heat again, after reponsng progress to the above effect, 
Rambonet, I judge, enjoyed only one of those divine Sap- 
pers at Moyland ; and dashed off again, * on hired hack' or 
otherwise, the very next morning; that contingency of No- 
answer having been the anticipated one, and all things put in 
perfect readiness for it. Rambonet’s new errand was to ' take 
act,^ as Voltaire calls it, 'at the Gates of Lidge,‘ — to deliver at 
Li^e a succinct Manifesto, Pair of Manifestos, both in Print 
(ready beforehand), and bearing date that same Sunday, We- 
sel, nth September;’ — much calculated to amaze his Rever- 
ence at Lidge. Succinct good Manifesto said to be of Fried- 
rich’s own writing; the essential of the two" is this: 

Exposition of the Reasons which have induced his Majesty the 
King of Prussia to make just Reprisals on the Prince Bishop 
ofLi^ge. 

'His Majesty the King of Pmssia, being drivren beyond bounds by 
' the rude proceedings, of the Prince Bishop of Liege, has with regret 
‘ seen himself forced to reciu to the Method of Aims, m order to repress 

* the violence and affionl which the Bi'shop lias attempted to put upon 
' him. This resolution has cost his Majesty much pain ; the rather as 
' he is, by principle and disposition, far remote from whatever could 
‘ have the least relation to rigour and severity. 

‘ But seeing himself compelled by the Bi^op of Lidge to take new 
‘ methods, he had no other course but to maintain the justice of bis 

* rights (la justice de droiu), and demand reparation for the indignity 
' done upon his Minister von Kieutzen, as well fts for the contempt with 
' which the Bishop of Liege has neglected even to answer the Letter of 

* the King. 

^ * As too much rigour borders upon cruelty, so too much patience 

* resembles weakness. Thus, although the King would wiJtingly have 
' sacrificed his interests to the public peace and tranquillit}”, it was pot 
' possible to do so in reference to his honour ; and that is the chief 
' motive which has determined him to this resolution^ so contrary to his 
'intentiODS. 
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nth Sept. 1740, 

* * In vain has it b?en attempted, by methods of mildness, to come 

* to a friendly agreement : it has beoi foAid, on the confmry, that the 

* King^s moderation only increased the fence’s arrogance ; that mild- 

* ness of conduct on one side only furnished resources to pride on the 

* otlier ; and thal^ in fine, instead of gaining by soft procedure, one was 

* insensibly becoming an object of vexation and disdain. 

‘There being no means to have justice but in doing it for oneself, 

‘ and the King being Sovereign enoi^h for such a duty, — he intends 

* to make the Prince of Li^e feel how far he was in the wrong to abuse 
‘ such mc^eration ao unworthily. ]^t in spite of so much unhandsome 

* behaviour on the part of this Priye, the King will not be indexible ; 

* satisfied with having shown the said Prince that he can punish him, 

* and too just to overwhelm him. Fr^dj£ric,* 

‘V/csel, September nth, 1740-* 

Whether Rambonet insinuated his Paper-Packet into the 
Palace of Seraing, left it at the Gate of Lidge (fixed by nail, if 
he saw good), or in what manner he ‘took act,' I never knew; 
and indeed Rambonet vanishes from human History at this 
point: it is certain only that he did his Formality, say two days 
hence; — and that the Fact foreshadowed by it is likewise in 
the same hours, ho^ after hour, getting steadily done. 

For the Manifestos printed beforehand, dated Wesel, nth 
September, were not the only thing ready at Wesel; waiting, 
as on the slip, for the contingency of No-answer. Major-Ge- 
neral Borck, with the due battalions, squadrons and equipments, 
was also ready. Major-General Borck, the same who was with 
us at Baireuth lately,* had just returned from that journey, when 
he got orders to collect 2,000 men, horse and foot, with the 
due proportion of artillery, from the Prussian Garrisons in these 
parts ; and to be ready for marching with them, the instant the 
contingency of No-answer arrives, — Sunday nth, as can be 
foreseen, Borck knows his route: To Maaseyk, a respectable 
Town of the Bishop* the handiest for W'csel; to occupy Maas- 
eyk and the adjoining * Counties of Lotz and Horn ;* and lie 
there at the Bishop's charge till jiis Reverence's mind alter. 

Borck is ready, \o the last pontoon, the last munition-loaf ; 
and no sooner is signal given of the No-answer come, than Borck, 
that same ‘Sunday nth,' gets under way; marches, steady as 
clockwoik, towards Maaseyk (fifty mil^s southwest of him, dis- 
tance now lessening every hour) ; crosses the Maa?, by help 
of his t 3 onto 6 n$; is now in the Bishop's Territory, and enters 
® Ui 77* Said to be by Ftiedxich hjiaself (Stenzel, iv. 59)1 
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^ 24th Sept 2740. 

Maaseyki evening pf * X^iednesday J4th,’-^that vei^ day VbU 
taire and his Majesty paited* going different ways from 
Moyland ; and probably about the same hour while Rambonet 
was * taking act at the Gate of Li^e,* by naiWiattimer or other- 
wise* All goes punctual, swift, cog hitting pinion far and near, 
in this small Herstal Business ; and there is no mistake made, 
and a minimum of time spe^;t. 

Borck’s management was throughout good : punctual, quietly 
exact, polite, mildly infiexible.\^Fain would the Maasejk Town- 
Raths have shut their gates on him ; desperately conjuring 
him, “ Respite for a few hours, till we send to Li^ge for in- 
structions t” But it was to no purpose. ** Unbok, ihrHerren; 
swift, or the petard will have to do it !” Borck publishes his 
Proclamation, a mild-spoken rigorous Piece; signifies to the 
Maaseyk Authorities, That he has to exact a Contribution of 
20,000 thalers (3,000/.} here, Contribution payable in three 
days; that he turihermorc, while he continues in these parts, 
will need such and such rations, accommodations, allowances, 
— fifty louts (say guineas) daily for his own private expenses,’ 
one item; — and, in mild rhadamunthine Ispnguagc, waves aside 
all remonstrance, retusal or delay, as superfluous considera- 
tions: Unless said Contribution and required supplies come in, 
it will be Ins painful duty to bring them m.'^ 

The highflying Bishop, much astonished, docs now eagerly 
answer his Prussian Majesty, ‘‘Was from home, was ill, thought 
he had answered; is the most ill-used of Bishops;*' and other 
things of a hysteric character.^ And there came ‘forth, as na- 
tural to the situation, multitudinous complainings, manifesto- 
ings, applications to the Kaiser, 10 the French, to the Dutch, 
of a very shrieky character on the Bishop of Li< 5 ge's part; spar- 
ingly, if at all noticed on Friedrich’s: the whole of which we 
shall consider ourselves free to leave ui^disturbed in the rub- 
bish-abysses, as henceiorth conceivable to tlte reader. * Sed 

* spem stupende fefellit evening y' shrieks the poor old Bishop, 
making moan to the Kaiser : ‘ ccce enim, pramssd duniaxat 

* md Uterdy one Letter,’ and little more, * the said King of 

* Borussia has, with about 2,000 horse and foot, and warlike 

* engines, in this month of September, entered the Teirritory of 

* Lidge which is an undeniable truth, but an unavailing. 

r HeUm-GtschkkUy L 4*7; fi. w3» 

< il 85, 86 (date, tSth S^tmber). 


8 Ifaki, a. 88. 



CUp.v. AFFAIR OF HERSTAL. 79 

4 th<»Sth 1740.* 

Rorck is there, and* ‘ 2,000 good ar^ments with him/ as Vol- 
taire defines the phenomenoii* FTOdricb, ex<?ep1: to explain 
pertinently what my readers already Inow* does not write or 
speak farther on the subject; and readers and he may consider 
the Herstal Affair, thus set agoing uider Borck’s auspices, as 
in effect finished ; and that his Majesty has left it on a satis- 
factory footing, and may safely turn his back on it, to wauf the 
sure issue at Berlin before long. 

' IViai VoUcdre t 1 §ught of Herstal 

Voltaire told us he himself * did one Manifesto, good or bad, ’ 
on this Herstal business : — ^where is that Piece, then, what has 
become of it ? Dig well in the realms of Chaos, rectifying stu- 
pidities more or less enormous, the Piece itself is still discover- 
able; and, were pieces by Voltaire much a rarity instead of the 
reverse, might be resuscitated by a good Editor, and printed in 
his Works, Lies buried in the Iftnesome nibbvsh-mountains of 
that HeltUn-Geschicktey — let a Shie Viator, scratched on the 
surface, mark where.JJ Apparently that is the P’ece by Vol- 
taire? Yes, on reading that, it has every internal evidence; 
distinguishes itself from the surrounding pieces, like a slab of 
compact polished stone, in a floor rammed together out of ruin- 
ous old bricks, broken bottles and mortai^dust ; — agrees, too, 
if you examine by the microscope, with the external indications, 
which are sure and at last clear, though infinitesimally small ; 
and is beyond doubt Voltaire’s, if it were now good for much. 

It is not properly a Manifesto, but an anonymous memoir 
published in the Newspapers, explaining to impartial mankind, 
in a legible brief manner, what the old and recent History of 
Herstal, and the Troubles of Herstal, have been, and how chi- 
merical and * null to the extreme of nullity (yiulles de toute nul- 
HUy this poor Bishop*s pretensions upon it are. Voltaire ex- 
pressly piques himself on this Piece brags also how he 
Settled * M. de Fdneion' (FrcnchfAmbassador at the Hague), 
* who came to me the day before yesterday,’ mu<^i out of square 
upon the Herstal Business, till 1 pulled him straight. And it 

M U. 93-98. 

Letter fb Friednch : dateless, datc&ble ' Soon after tyth September which the 
mh dmk Editors have^ guess misdated ‘August;’ or, what was safer for them, 
omitted it altogether. Cgutmts tU V«Uairt 1816, 40 veil.) gives the Letter, 

xaxix;> 44a (see ibid. 433, 463); later Editors, and even Preu&s, take the safer 
course. • 
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4th*98th Sept, 

is evident ^beautifully your Majesty) How Voltaire busied 
himself in tne Gazettes ^d Diplomatic circles, setting Fried- 
rich’s case right; Voltaire^ery loyal to Friedrich and his Lidge 
Cause at that time ; — and the contrast between what his con- 
temporary Letters say onfthe subject, and what his ulterior Pas- 
quil called Vu Privic says, is again great. 

*The dull stagnant world, ^shaken awake by this Li^ge advent 
ture, gives voice variously ; and in the Gazetteer and Diplo- 
matic circles it is much critic^ed, by no means everywhere in 
the favourable tone at this hnii blush of the business. He 
had written an ^«/^-Macchiavel," says the Abb^ St. Pierre, 
and even says Voltaire (in the Pasquilt not the contemporary 
Letters)^ “ and he acts thus I” Truly he does, Monsieur de Vol- 
taire ; and all men, with light upon the subject, or even with 
the reverse upon it, must make their criticisms. For the rest, 
Borck’s *2,900 arguments* are there; which Borck handles 
well, with polite calm rigour: by degrees the dust will falj^ and 
facts everywhere be seen for what they are. 

As to the highflying Bishop, finding that hysterics are but 
wasted on Friedrich and Borck. and pSi^uce no effect with 
their 2,000 validities, he flies next to the Kaiser, to the Imperial 
Diet, in shrill-sounding Latin obtestations, of which we already 
gave a flying snatch ; *^Yq\xx ImmilissimusdJxAJidelissitnus Vas- 
sallus, and most bbsequient Servant, Georgius Ludovicus ; 
meek, modest, and unspeakably in the right : was ever Mem- 
ber of the Holy Roman Empire so snubbed, and grasped by 
the windpipe, before? O, help him, great Kaiser, bid the iron 
gripe loosen itself xhe Kaiser does so, ift heavy Latin re- 
scripts, in German Dehortatoriumf more than one, of a sulky, 
imperative, and indeed very lofty tenor; ** Let Georgius Ludo- 
vicus go, foolish rash young Dilection (Ldedden^ not Majesty^ 
we ourselves being the only Majesty), and I will judge between 
you; otherwise — T* said the Kaiser, ponderously shaking his 
Olympian wig, and lifting his gilt cane, or scepfre of mankind, 
in an Olympian manner. Hire are some touches of his second 
sublimest Deh^tatorium addressed to Friedrich, in a very com- 
pressed state P 

Wc Karl the Sixth, iSiiiser of {77des • * Considering 

* ^ese, in the Holy Roman Reich, almost unheard-of violent Doings 

n Helden^GtscldchUi iL 86-xr6. 

^9 Ibid. ii. 127 , and mfldar flMd. 
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‘ ( l%atlic]tketten\ which We, in Our SuprAie-Judge Offic^ cannot al- 

* together justify, nor will endure . . . . *1Ve have the trust that you 
‘ yourself will magnanimously see How evil counsellors have misled 

* your Dilection to commence your Reign, ^ot by showing example of 
‘ Olicdience to the Laws appointed for all members of the Reich, for 
‘ the weak and for the strong alike, but by such Doings ( Thathaftd- 

* lungen) as in all quarters must cause a ^reat smprise. 

* We give your Dilection to know, therefore, That you must straight- 

* way withdraw those troops which have^broken into the Liege Territory ; 
‘make spe^y^ restitution of all tha^naD been extorted; — especially 

* General von Borck to give back at once those 50 loiiis d’or daily 

* drawn by him, to renounce his demand of the 20,000 thalers, to make 
‘ good all damage done, and retire with his whole military force {Militz) 

* over »he Liege boundaries; — and in brief, that you will, by law or 
‘arbitration, manage to agree with the Piince Bishop of Liege, who 
‘ wishes it very much. These things We expect ^rum yoiu Dilection, 

* as Kurfurst of Brandenbuig, within the space of Two Montlis from 

* the Issuing of this; and remain,’ — Vours as you shall demean your- 

‘ self,-*iCARL. 

‘Given at Wien, 4th of October 1740.’ — The last Dehoilatorium 
ever signed by Karl VI. In two weeks after he ale too many mush- 
rooms, — and immense x* ^.ffs follow'cd ! 

Dehortatoriums had their interest, at Berlin and elsewhere, 
for the Diplomatic circles; but did not produce the least effect 
on Borck or Friedrich ; though Friedrich noted the Kaiser’s 
manner in these things, and thought privately to himself, as 
was evident to the discerning, What an amount of wig on 
that old gentleman !” A notable Kaiser's Ambassador, Herr 
Botta, who had come with some Accession compliments, in 
these weeks, was treated slightingly by F ricdrich ; hardly ad- 
mitted to Audience ; and Friedrich’s public reply to the last 
Dehortatorium had almost something of sarcasm in it : Evil 
counsellors yourself, Most Dread Kaiser I It is you that are 
‘ misled by counsellors, who might chance to set Germany on 

* fire, were others as unwise as they !’ Which latter phrase 
was rerbarkable to mai^ind, — Thei^ is a long account already 
run-up between that old gentleman, with his Scckendorfs, 
Grumkows, with his dull insolencies, wiggerics, and this young 
gentleman, who has neatly had his heart broken and his Fa- 
thers hous# driven mad by them ! Borck*rcmains at his post ; 
rations duly delivered, and fifty louis a day for his own pri- 
vate ^Xpense^; and there is no answer Xo the Kaiser, or in 

VOU IV* O 
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sharp brief terms (aboul^* chances of setting Germany on fire'), 
rather worse than non^* 

Readers see, as well as Friedrich did, what the upshot of 
this affair must be ; — wJj will now finish it off, and wash our 
hands of it, before following his Majesty to Berlin. The poor 
Bishop had applied, shrieking, to the French for help ^nd 
there came some colloquial passages between Voltaire and 
F^nelon, if that were a resuti'. He had shrieked in like man- 
ner to the Dutch, but wlthoiS?! result of any kind traceable in 
that quarter : nowhere, except from the Kaiser, is so much as 
a Dehortaioriumjio be got. Whereupon the once highflying, 
now vainly shrieking Bishop discerns clearly that there is but 
one course left, — the course which has lain wide open for some 
years past, had not his flight gone too high for seeing it. Be- 
fore three weeks are over, seeing how Dehortatoriums go, he 
sends his Ambassadois to Berlin, his apologies, prop<**5als 
Would not your Majesty perhaps consent to sell this Herstal, 
as your Father of glorious memory was pleased to be willing 
once ?” — 

Friedrich answers straightway to the effect: “Certainly I 
Pay me the price it was once already offered for: 1 00,000 
thalers, ////j the expenses since incun ed. That will be x 80,000 
thalers, besides what you have spent already on General Borck's 
days’ w^ages. To which wc will add that wretched little frac- 
tion of Old Debt, clear as noon, but never paid nor any part 
of it : 60,000 thalcis, due by the See of Lidge ever since the 
Treaty of Utrecht ; 60,000, foi which wc will charge no in- 
terest : that will make 740,00c thalers,— 36, 000/., instead oi 
the old sum you mi^Jit have had it at. Produce that cash ; 
and take Herstal, nnd ail the dust that has risen out of it, well 
home with you.'^^ The Bishop thankfully Complies in all 
points ; negotiation speedily done (‘ 2olh Oct." the final date) ; 
Bishop has not, i think, ^uite so much cash on hand ; *but 
will pay all he has, and 4 per centum interest till the whole be 
liquidated. Ilis Ambassadors * get gold snuffboxes ;* and re- 
turn mildly glad ! 

And thus, in some six weeks after Borck's arrival in those 
parts, Borck’s function is well done. The noise of Gazettes 

AtnlxTsiadoi**. anived aSth September; last Uehortaiorium not yet out, BUtiS- 
ftess was completed 20th October ( ROdt^ubeck, in dicbits), ‘ 

Stengel, iv. 60, who counts io gulden, and is not disunct. 
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and Diplomatic circles lays itself agam ; and Hersfal, famous 
once for King Pipin, and famous again for King Friedrich, 
lapses at length into obscurity, vrhich we hope will never end. 
Hope ; — though who can say ? RcuccfkXy quite close upon it, 
becomes a Battle-ground in some few years ; and memorabili- 
ties go much at random in this wor^d I 

CHAPT^r'c VI. 

RETURNS BY HANOVER ; DOES NOT CALL ON HIS ROYAL UNCLE 
THERE. 

Friedrich spent ten days on his circuitous journey home; 
considerable inspection to be done, in Mii^den, Magdeburg, 
not to speak of other businesses he had. The old Newspapers 
are still more intent upon him, now that the Herslal Affair has 
broket? into flame : especially the ‘English Newspapers ; who 
guess that there are passages of courtship going on between 
great George their Km<>and him. Here is one fart, correct 
in every point, for the old London Public : ‘ Letters from 
‘ Hanover say, that the King of Prussia passed within a small 
' distance of that City the i6th inst. n. s., on his return to 

* Berlin, but did not stop at HciTcnhausen — about which 
there has been such hoping .and speculating among us lately.^ 
A fact which the extinct Editor seems to meditate for a day 
or two; after which he says (partly in rfa/ns), opening his 
lips the second time, like a Friar Bacons Head significant to 
the Public ; ‘ Letters from Hanover tell us that the Interview, 

* which it was said his Majesty was to have with the King of 

* Prussia, did not take place, for certain private reasons^ which 

* our Correspondent leaves us to gues^ at T 

It is well known Friedrich did not love his little Uncle, 
then or thenceforth ; still less his little Uncle him : ** What is 
this Prussia, rising alongside of us, liigher and higher, as if it 
would reach our* own sublime level !” thinks the little Uncle 
to himself. At present there is no quarrel between them ; on 
the contrary, as wc haive seen, there is a mutual capability of 
helping one another, which both recognise ; but will an inter- 
view tend to forward that useful result ? Friedrich, in the in- 

* Post ^ Sept. 1740; other London Newspapers from July 31st down- 

wards. 
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tervals of an ague, wju Herstaljust broken out, may have 
wisely decided, No. Our sublime little Uncle, of the waxy 
complexion, with the proudly staring fish-eyes, — no wit in him, 
not much sense, and a%reatdeal of pride, — stands dreadfully 
erect, ‘plumb and more,' with the Garter-leg advanced, when 
one goes to see him ; and^is remarks are not of an entertain- 
ing nature. Leave him standing there : to him let Truchsess 
and Bielfeld suffice, in the^e hurries, in this ague Ahat is still 
upon us.” Upon which the i*^,ll old Newspapers, Owls of Mi- 
nerva that then were, endeavour to draw inferences. The 
noticeable fact is, Friedrich did, on this occasion, pass within 
a mile or two of his royal Uncle, without seeing him ; and had 
not, through life, another opportunity ; never saw the sublime 
little man at all, nor was again so near him. 

I believe Friedrich little knows the thick-coming difficulties 
of his Britannic Majesty at this juncture ; and is too impatient 
of these laggard pioccdures on the part of a man with eyes d 
JUur-de-tCte, Modern readers too have forgotten Jenkins's Ear : 
It is not till after long study and siuv'^y that one begins to 
perceive the anomalous piofunditics of that phenomenon to 
the poor English Nation and its poor George II. 

The English sent off, last year, a scanty Expedition, ‘ six 
ships of the line, “only six, under Vernon, a fiery Admiral, a 
little given to be fiery in Parliamentary talk withal ; and these 
did proceed to l^orto-Bello on the Spanish Main of South 
America ; did hurl-out on Porto-Bello such a fiery destructive 
deluge, of gunnery and bayonet-woik, as quickly reduced the 
poor place to the verge of ruin, and forced it to surrender with 
whatever navy, garrison, goods and resources were in it, to the 
discretion of fiery Vernon, — who does not prove implacable, 
he or his, to a petitioning enemy. Yes, humble the insolent, 
but then be merciful to them, say the admiring Gazetteers, 

* The actual morater,’ hqyr cheering to think, *who tore-off 

* Mr. Jenkins's Ear, was got hold of {Actual monster, or even 
three or four different monsters who each did it, the ‘ hold got' 
being mythical, as readers see), ‘and naturally thought he 

* would be slit to rilq}3ons ; but our people magnanimously par- 

* doned him, magnanimously flung him aside out of sight 
impossible to shoot a dog in cold blood. 

Whereupon Vernon returned home triumphant ; and there 
* (kniUmafh /da^aai/te, x, 124, 145 (<Jdtc of the Event is 3d Dec. iJ.s, 1739), 
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burst forth such a jubilation, Over thl^day of small things, as 
IS now astonishing to think of. Hhd the Termagant's own 
Thalamus and Treasury been bombarded suddenly one night 
by redhot balls, Madrid City laid in %shes, or Baby Carlos’s 
Apanage extinguished from Creation, there could hardly have 
been greater English joy (witness t^e “ Porto-Bellos"’ they still 
have, new Towns so-named) ; so daray is the murky element 
growing o<i that head. And indeed had the cipher of tar-bar- 
rels burnt, and of ale-barrels d^ink, and the general account 
of wick and tallow spent in illuminations and in aldermanic 
exertions on the matter, been accurately taki^n, one doubts if 
Porto-Bello sold, without shot fired, to the highest bidder, at 
its flowriest, would have covered* such a sum. For they arc 
a singular Nation, if stirred-up from their st.'gnancy ; and are 
much in earnest about this Spanish War. 

It^is said there is now another far grander Expedition on 
the stocks : military this time as well as naval, intended for 
the Spanish Main ; — but of that, for the present, we will defer 
speaking. Enough, Spanish War is a most setious and 
most furious business to those old English ; and, to us, after 
forced study of it, shines out like far-off conflagration, with a 
certain lurid significance in the then night of things. Night 
otherwise fallen dark and somniferous to ^modern mankind. 
As Britannic Majesty and his Walpoles have, from the first, 
been dead against this Spanish War, the problem is all the 
more ominous, and the dreadful coiollanes that may hang by 
it the more distressing to the royal mind. 

For example, there is known, or as good as known, to be 
virtually some Family Compact, or covenanted Biotheihood of 
Bourbonism, French and Spanish : political people quake to 
ask themselves, How will the French keep out of this War, 
if it continue any length of time ? And in that case, how will 
Austria, Europe at large? Jenkii^s’s Ear will have kindled 
the Universe, not the<)panish Mam only, and we shall be at 
a fine pass !” The Britannic Majesty reflects that if France 
take to fighting him, the first stab given will probably be in the 
accessibles^ quarter and the intensely mosj sensitive, — our own 
Electoral Pominions where no Parliament plagues us, our dear 
bative country, Hanover. Extremely interesting to know what 
Friedrich of Prussia will do in such contingency ? 

Well, truly it might have been King George's best bargain 
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to close with Friedri^ ; to guarantee Jiilich and Berg, and 
get Friedrich to stand* Ijetween the French and Hanover ; 
while George, with an England behind him, in such humour, 
went wholly into that Spanish Business, the one thing needful 
to them at present. Truly ; but then again, there are con- 
siderations : What is |.his Friedrich, just come out upon 
the world? W’^hat real fighting power has he, after all that 
ridiculous drilling and letruiting Friedrich Wilh«lm made? 
WiU he be faithful in bargaiU; is not. perhaps, from of old. his 
bias always toward Fiance rather? And the Kaiser, what will 
the Kaiser say to ii ?” These arc questions for a Britannic 
Majesty I Seldom was seen such an insoluble itnbroglio of 
potentialities ; dangerous to touch, dangerous to leave lying ; 
— and his Brit.mnic Majesty’s procedures upon it are of a very 
slow intricate sort ; and will grow still more so, year after year, 
in the new intricacies that arc coming, and be a wearWess to 
my readers and me. For observe the simultaneous fact. All 
this while, Robinson at Vienna is dunning the Imperial Majesty 
to remember old IMarlborough days the Raws of Nature ; 
and declare for us againsl T ranee, in case of the worst. What 
an attempt ! Impcn^d IMajcsty has no niohey ; Imperial Ma- 
jesty remembers recent days rather, and his own last quarrel 
with France (on the Polish-Election score), in which you Sea 
Powers cruelly stood neuter ! One comlort, and pretty much 
one only, is left to a nearly bankmpt Imperial heart ; that 
France docs at any rate ratify Pragmatic Sanction, and instead 
of enemy to that inestimable Document has become friend, — if 
only she be well let alone. ** Let well alone,’* says the sad 
Kaiser, bankrupt of heart as well as purse : I have saved 
the Pragmatic, got Flciiry to guarantee it ; I will hunt wild 
swine and not shadows any more : ask me not 1“ And now 
this Herstal business ; the Imperial Debortatoriums, perhaps 
of a high nature, that are like to come ? More hopeless pro- 
position the Britannic Majesty never tnade than this to the 
Kaiser. Put he persists in it, orders Robinson to persist ; 
knocks at the Austrian door with one hand, at the Prussian 
or Anti-Austrian wit^ the other ; and gases, with those proud 
fish-eyes, into perils and potentialities and a sea of troubles. 
Wearisome to think of, yvere not one bound to it 1 Here, from 
a singular Constiiutimal History of not yet got ifito 

prints arc two Excerpts ; which I will request the reader to 



Chap. VI. ROYAL UNCLE AT HANOVER. 87 

x^tli Sept. Z740. 

try if he can take along with him,iLn view of rmich that is 
coming : 

I. A just IVar.^^ This War, which posterity scoffe at as the War 

* for Jenkiiish Ear^ was, if we examine it,^ quite indispensable one ; 

* tlie dim mticli-bewildered English, driven into it by their deepest in- 
‘ stincts were, in a chaotic inarticulate wjy, light and not wrong in 
‘ taking it as the Commandment of llefven. For such, in a sense, it 

* WAS ; as shall by and by appear. Not perhaps since the grand Refor- 

* mation C(gitrover$y, under Oliver Cromwell and Elizabeth, had there, 

‘ to this poor }£nglisli People (who j>rc essentially dumb, ^articulate, 

^ from the weight of meaning they^avc, notwitli^taiKimg the palaver 
‘ one hears from them in certain epochs), been a more authentic cau^e 

of War. And, what was the fatal and yet tuohdi drciim.sfance, their 
‘ Consiilutional Captains, especially then King, would never and could 
^ never reganl it as such; but had to be forced into it by the public 

* rage, there being no other method left in the ci .. 

‘ I aay, a most necessary War, though of a most stiq^id .ipp<‘arflnccj 
‘such the fatality of it: — begun, caniid on, endetl, a. li I^y -i }'eOj)le 
‘ in 1 ?tate of somnambulism! More (!onfu>cNl oi>eiation never was, A 
‘ solid placid I'eople, heavily asleep — (and snonm^ mudi, shall we say, 

‘ and inarticulately grunting and struggling nuflei indigestions. Ton 
‘ slitutional and other ^ “Tio but listen to tb luiui of tbose extinct 
‘ ramphlets and Parliamentary Oratoiies of theirs!). — )ct .m honestly 
‘ intending People; and keenly alive to any coiumaiubnen^ fiom Tlia- 
‘ ven, that could pierce through the thick skin ot them into Iheu* bi^^ 
‘obstinate heart. Such a commandment, them and time, v/is that 
‘ monition about Jenkins’s Ear. Upon which, so jiungeui was it to 
‘them, they started violently out of bed, into jiamful sh ep- walking ; 
‘ and went, for twenty years and more, clanibenng and spiawliug about, 

‘ far tmd wide, on the giddy edge of piecipiccs, ovei housetop's and 
‘ hightful conuces and parapets; in a dim fulfilment of the slid Hea- 

* veil’s command. 1 reckon that this War, though there were intervals, 

‘ Treaties of Peace more than one, and the War had various names, — 
‘ did not end till 1763. And then, by degrees,* the pooc English Nation 
‘ found that (at, say, a thousand times the necessary expense, and with 
‘ imminent peril to its i>oor head, and all the bones of its body) it had 
‘ actually succeeded, — by dreadful excitions in its sleep ! This will be 
‘ more apparent by and by ; and m.iy 1^‘ a kind of comfort to the sad 
‘ English reader, drearily^urveying such somnambulisms on the part of 
‘ bis poor ancestors, ’ 

Two DifflcuUm. — ' ‘ There are Two grand Difficulties in this 
‘ Fatce-Tragedy of a War; of which only one, and that not the worst 

* of the Pair, is in the least surmised by the Fnglisb hitherto. Difn 
‘ cully First, which K even woi^sc than the oDipr, and will surprisingly 
‘ attend the EngHsh in all their Wars now coming, is : That their fighi- 
‘ ing-apparatusftfe>ugh mode of excellent material, cannot fight, — being 
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* in disotga^ic condition; ape branch of it, especially the ** Military'^ 

' one as they are pleased t^j^l it, being as good as totally chaotic, and 
‘ this in a quite habitual mSaner, this long while back. With the Naval 

* branch it is otherwise ; which also is habitual there. The English 
‘ almost as if by nature ca% sail, and fight, in ship^ ; cannot well help 
‘ doing it. Sailors innumerable are bred to them ; they are plante<l in 

* the Ocean, opulent stormy Neptune clippijig them in all his moods 

* forever : and then by naturdp being a dumb, much-enduring, much- 
^ reflecting, stout, veracious and valiant kind of People, they shine in 

* that way of life, which specially requires such. Without much fOre- 
‘ thought, they have sailors innnn^n-able, and of the best quality. Thft 

* English have among them also, strange as it may seem to the cursory 

* observer, a great gift of organising ;irwitness their Arkwrights and 
‘ others : and tliis gift they may often, in matters Naval more than else- 
‘ where, get the chance of exercising. For a Ship’s Crew, or even a 
‘ Fleet, unlike a land Army, is of itself a unity, its fortunes disjoined, 

* dependent on its own management ; and it fails, moreover, as no land 

* Army can, to the undivided guidance of one man, — who (by hypo- 
‘ thesis, being English) has now and then, from of old, chanced to be an 

* organising man ; and who is always much interested to know and prac- 

* tise what /las been well organised. For you are in contact with verities, 

* to an unexampled degree, when you get uoon the Ocean, with intent 

* to sail on it, much more to fight on it ; — ^bottomless destruction raging 

* beneath you and on all hands of you, if you neglect, for any reason, 

* t^e methods of keeping il down, and making it float you to your aim I 

‘ The English Navy is in tolerable order at tlxat period. But as to 
‘ the English Army, — w'e may .say it is, in a wrong .sense, the wonder 

* of the world, and continues so throughout the whole of this History 

* and farther! Never before, among the rational sons of Adam, were 
' Armies sent out on such terms, — namely without a General, or with 
‘ no General understanding the least of In* business. The English have 

* a notion that Generalship is not wanted ; that War is not an Art, as 

* playing Chess is, as finding the Longitude, and doing the Differential 

* Calculus are (and a much deeper An than any of these) ; that War is 

* taught by Nature, as eefeing is ; that courageous soldiers, led on by a 
‘ courageous Wooden Pole with Cocked-hat on it will do very well. 

* In the world I have not found opacity of platitude go deeper among 

* any People. This is Difficulty First, — ^not yet suspected by an Eng- 

* lish People, capable of great ppacity on some subjects. 

* ‘ DifTicuUy Second is, That their Ministry,’^ whom they had to force 

‘ into this War, perhaps do not go zealously upon it. And perhaps 

* even, in the abdve circumstances, they totdly want knowledge ,hpw 

* to go upon it, were they never so zealous ! Difficulty Second might 

* be much helped, were ¥t not for Difficulty First, But the administer* 

* ing of war is a thing also that does not come to a man like eating.*^ 
' This Second Difficulty, suspicion that Walpole and perhaps still higher 

* beads want zeal» gives his Britannic Majesty infinite trouble ; and^ 
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—And so,^ in short, he stands therewith the Gafter-leg ad- 
vanced, looking loftily into a considtrable sea of troubles, — 
that day when Friedrich drove past hini, Friday 1 6th 'Septem- 
ber 1 740, and never came so near him again. 

The next business for Friedrich was a Visit at Brunswick, 
to the Affinities and Kindred, in flissing; where also was an 
important little act to be done : Betrothal of the young Prince, 
August \Vtlhelm, Heir-Presumptive whom we saw in Strasburg, 
to a Princess of that House, Ld^isa Amelia, younger Sister of 
Friedrich’s own Queen. A modest promising arrangement ; 
which turned out well enough, — though the young Prince, Fa- 
ther to the Kings that since are, was not supremely fortunate 
otherwise.^ After which, the review at Magdeburg; and home 
on the 24th, there to 'be busy as a Turk or as a M. Jordan/ 
— according to what we read long since, 

CHAPTER VII. 

WITHDRAWS TO REINSBERG, HOPING A PEACEABLE WINTER, 

By this Herstal token, which is now blazing abroad, now 
and for a month to come, it can be judged that the young King 
of Prussia intends to stand on his own footing, quite peremp- 
torily if need be; and will by no means have himself led about 
in Imperial harness, as his late Father was. So that a dull 
Public (Herrenhausen very specially), and Gazetteer Owls of 
Minerva everywhere, may expect events. All the more indubit- 
ably, when that spade-work comes to light in the Wesel Coun- 
try. It is privately certain (the Gazetteers not yet sure about 
it, till they see the actual spades going), this new King does 
fully intend to assert his rights on Berg-JUlich ; and will appear 
there witl)i his iron ramrods, the instant old Kur-Pfalz shall de- 
cease, let France and the Kaiser No to it or say Yes. There 
are, in fact, at a fit ptace, * Budench in the neighbourhood of 
Wesel/ certain rampart-vrorks, beginnings as of an Entrenched 
Camp, going on; — "for Review purposes merely,” say the 
Gazetteers, in iialics. Here, it privately is Friedrich’s resolu- 
tion, shall a Prussian Army, of the due strength (could be well 
nigh ioo,oo^^trong if needful), make its appearance, directly 
. * Betrothal was abth September rj^o; 5th January tm (Buchhoir, h 
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on old KiA-Pfak’s decejpe» if one live to see such event. ^ France 
and the Kaiser will prooably take good survey of that Buderich 
phenomenon before meddling. 

To do his work lik<> a King, and shun no peril and no toil 
in the course of what his work may be, is Friedrich’s rule and 
intention. Nevertheless i* is <leai' he expects to approve him- 
self magnanimous rather m the Peaceable operations than in 
the Warlike; and his outlooks are, of all places and pursuits, 
towards Rcinsberg and the Fi^e Art.s, for the time being. His 
public activity meanwhile they describe as * prodigious,’ though 
the ague still chugs to him ; such building, instituting, man- 
aging: Opera-House, French Theatre, Palace for hitf Mother; 
— day by day, many things to be recorded by Editor Formey, 
though the rule about them here is silence except on cause. 

No doubt the ague is itself privately a point of moment. 
Such a vexatious paltry little thing, in this bright whirl qf Acti- 
vities, Public and other, which he continues managing in spite 
of it; impatient to be nd of it. But it will not go: there ti 
reappears always, punctual to its * fourtli day,* — like a snarling 
stieet-dog, m the high Bn 11 -room and Work-room. 'He is 
drinking l^yrmont water;’ has himself proposed Quinquina, a 
remedy just come up, but the Doctors shook their heads ; has 
tried snatches of Rcinsberg, too short; he intends soon to be 
out there for a right spe ll of country, there to be “ happy,” and 
get quit of his ague. The ague went, — and by a remedy which 
surprised the whole world, as will be seen I 

WilhdmitKHs Return- Visit 

Monday 17th October, came the Baireuth* Visitors ; Wilhel- 
mina all in a flutter, and tremor of joy and sorrow, to see her 
Brother again, her old kindred and the altered scene of things. 
Poor Lady, she is perceptibly more tremulous than usual ; and 
her Nairative, not in dates i^ly, but in m%>ve memorable points, 
dances about at a sad rate; interior agitations and tremulous 
sbrill feelings shivering her this way aad that, and throwing 
things topsyturvy in one's recollection. Like the magnetic 
needle, shaky but steSfast {agiiSe mats ^onstante). Truer no- 
thing can be, points forever to the Pole ; but a^o what obli- 
quities it makes ; will shiver aside in mad est?apkdes, if you 
I StoAsel, iv. 61. 
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hold the paltriest bit of old iron it,— paltriest clack ot 

gossip about this loved Brother of miae ! Brother, will hope, 
silently continues to be Pole, so that the needle always comes 
back again ; otherwise all would go to »rcck. Here, in abridged 
and partly rectiiied form, are the plienoinena witnessed: 

* We arrived at Berlin the end of Olluhcr’ (Monday 17111, as above 
said). ‘My younger Biother'S, follov\ed by the IVIiiGes of the Blootl 
‘ atiicl by the ComI, reeeuerl usv a: the borioio of ihe stairs. I ^vas 
‘ led to my ^.^partraent, where f tound me tCciLi'vjig Queen, my Sisters* 
^Uirinue, Amclki), ‘and therrincems’ (of tl.e Blood, as above, Schwedt 
and the rest). ‘X learned with much ch.agnn tlial the King was ill of 
‘ tel tun ague’ (ffuartan; but that i-» no matter). ‘He sent me ’W'Ord 

* that, bemg in his fit, he could not sec me ; but that he depended on 
‘ having that pleasure tomoxrow. The Queen .M oilier, to whom I Avent 
‘ without delay, was in a daik condition; loo. is alt hung with their 

* lugubrious drapery ; everything yet in the dtpili of mourning for my 

* Father. What a scene foi mo! Natmo has Ixu r.ghts; 1 c.an say 

* w'itif truth, I have almost nevci in* my Jiie been so moved as ou this 
‘ occasion.* Interview wdth Mamnu, — wc c.in fjiicy it, — ‘was of the 
‘ most touching. ’ Wilhclmina had been absent c igbt 3 c.ns .She scarcely 
knows the young onc^ agatn, \ll so gjown hn«U Uiuum on 1 lunge; 
and that Time, as he always is, ba^beon biuy. 1 lul night tlie Supper 
Party was exclusively a Family one. 

XlerBrother*s welcome to heron the mnriow, tliongli aidcnt enough, 
.she found 4eficient in .sincerity, deficient m seveial points; as indeed a 
Brother up to the neck in bubine^s, and jus* come out olan ague-fit, does 
not appear to the best advantage. Wilhclmina iiomcd hon ill be 
looked, ao lean and broken-down t/ lUfait) w ithm the last two 

months ; but seems to have taken no account of it faither, in sti iking 
her balances with Friedrich. And indeed in her Narrative of this Visit, 
not, we will hope, in the Visit itself, she must have been m a high state 
of magnetic deflection, — pretty nearly her maximum of such, discover- 
able in those famous Memoirs^ — such a tunmlt is there in her state- 
ments^ all gone to ground-and-lofty tumbling in this place ; so discrepant 
are the still ascertainable facts from this topsyturvy picture of them, 
sketched by her four years hence (in 1744). The truest of magnetic 
needles ; but so sensitive, if you bring foreign iron near it 1 

Wilhehttina was loa<^ with honour^ b> an impartial Berlin Public, 
that i.s, Court Public j ‘ but, all being in mourning, the Court was not 
‘ brilliant. The Queen Mother saw little company, and was sunk in 

* .sorrow; — had not the least influence in affairs, so jealous was the neV 
‘ King of his Authority, — to the Queen MotRer^s surjirise, * says Wib 
helmina. For the rest, here is a King ‘becoming truly unpopular* (or, 
we fancy so.. injM^deflected state, and judging by the rumour of cliques) ; 
‘ a general discoment reigning in the Country, love of his subjects pretty 
‘ much gone ; people speaking of him in no measured terms* (in certain 
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diques). ’ tlJares nothing |^ut those who helped him os Prince Royal, 

‘ say some ; others complftp of his avarice* (meaning steady vigilance 
in outlay) * as surpassing the late King*$ ; this one complained of his 
‘ violences of temper ; that one of his suspicion^ of his 

* distrust, his haughtiness^, his dissimulation* (meaning polite impene- 
trability when he saw good). Several circumstances, known to Wil- 
hclmina’s own experience, coifipel Wilhelmina*s assent on those points. 

* I would have spoken to him about them, if my Brother of Prussia’ 
(young August 'Wilhelm, betrothed the other day) ‘and thejQueen Reg- 

* nant had not dissuaded me. Farther on I will give the explanation 
‘ of all this, * — ^never did it anywhW. ‘ I beg those who may one day 
‘ read these Memoirs^ to suspend their judgment on the character of 

* this great Prince till I have developed It.** Oh my* Princess, you ai*e 
true and bright, but you are shrill ; and I admire the effect of atmo* 
spheric electricity, not to say, of any neighbourii^ marine-store shop, 
or miserable bit of bioken pan, on one of the finest mj^etic needles 
ever made and set trembling 1 

Wilhelmina is incapable of deliberate falsehood ; and this 
her impression or reminiscence, with all its exaggeration, is 
entitled to be heard in evidence so fan From this, and from 
other sources, readers will assure themselves that discontents 
were not wanting; that King Friedrich was not amiable to 
everybody at this time, — which indeed he never grew to be at 
any other time. He had to be a King; that was the trade he 
followed, not the quite different one of being amiable^ all round. 
Amiability is good, my Princess ; but the question rises, “ To 
whom? — for example, to the young gentleman who shot him- 
self in Lobegun ?” There are young gentlemen and old some- 
times in considerable quantities, to whom, if you were in your 
duty, as a King of men (or even as a ‘ King of one man and 
his affairs,’ if that is all your kingdom), you should have been 
hateful instead of amihble ! That is a stern truth ; too much 
forgotten by Wilhelmina and others. Again, what A deadening 
and killing circumstance is it in the career of amiability, that 
you are bound not to be communicative of your inner man, but 
perpetually and strictly the^reverse I Il9may be doubted if a 
good King ran be amiable ; certainly he cannot in any but the 
noblest ages, and then only to a select few. 1 should guess 
Friedrich was at no time fairly loved, not by those nearest to 
him. He was rapid, decisive ; of wiry compact nature ; had 
nothing ot his Father’s amplitudes, simplicities; nothing to 
aport ^vith and fondle, far from it TrcmulcAfe Sensibilities, 

9 ii* 
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ardent affections ; these we clearly cover in hiili, in extra- 
ordinary vivacity ; but he wears thereunder his polished pan- 
oply, and lb outwardly a radiant but metallic object to mankin^. 
Let us carry this along with us in ^udying him; and thank 
Wilheltnina for giving us hint of it m her oblique way. — Wil- 
helmma^s love for her Brother rose to quite hcioic pitch in 
coming years, and was at its highe* when she died. That con- 
tinuation of her Memoirs m which she is to develop her Bro- 
ther’s cb^rapter, was never written • it has been sought foi m 
modem tunes ; and a few ms^mficant pages, with evidence 
that there is not, and was not, any more, aie all that has turned 
up.® 

Incapable of falsity prepense, we say ; but the known facts, 
which stand abundantly on record if you c'lre to search them 
out, are meiely as follows Friedrich, with such sincerity as 
theie might be, did welcome Wilhclmina on the monow of her 
amvfll , spoke of Remsberg, and ‘of an and rest, and how plea- 
sant It would be; rollcd-off next morning, having at last ga- 
thered-up his busmcssi^, and got them well m han^l, to Rems- 
berg accordingly, whither Wilhelmma, with the Queen Regnant 
and others of agieeablc qualit>, followed in two d i> s , intending 
a long and pleasant spell of country out there Which hope 
was tolerably fulfilled, even foi Wilhclmina, though there did 
come unexpected mteiruptions, not of Friedrich’s bringing. 

Unexpected News at Reimbefg 

Friedrich’s pui suits and intended conquests, for the present, 
are of peaceable and even gay nature French '1 heatre, Italian 
Opera-House, these are among the immediate outlooks. Vol- 
taire, skilled m French acting, if anybody (ver wcic, is inulti- 
fanously negotiating for a Company of that kind, — let him be 
swift, be successful.^ An Italian Opera ihcie shall be the 
House IS still to be built , Captain Knobelsdoif, who built 
Remsberg, whom we? have knowfl:, is to do it Knobclsdorf 
has gone to Italy on that eiiand, ‘went by Dresden, carefully 

* examining the Opera-House there, and all the famed Opera- 

* Houses on his road.’ Graun, one of ^he best judges living, 
fe likewise off to Italy, gathering singers. Our Opera too shall 

s Perty, DenktttUi^gketifK derMarkgrSjin von. Bayreuth (Paper rciU 

la Berlin, asth Apm 1850) 

* Letters of Voltaiie in these months). 
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be a successful thing, we hope, a speedy. Such are Fried- 
rich’s outlooks at this ttfne, 

A miscellaneous pleaSant company 1 $ here; Truchsess and 
riielfeld, home from Hgnover, among them; Wilhelmina is 
here ;--r-Voltaire himself perhaps coming again. Friedrich drinks 
his Pyrmont waters ; works at his public businesses all day, 
which are now well in hantl, and manageable by couriers ; at 
evening he appears in company, ;md is the astonishment of 
everybody ; brilliant, like a new-nsen sun, as if he knew of no 
illness, knew of no business, f^ii lived for amusement only. 

* He intends Private Theatricals withal, and is getting ready 
Voltaire’s Aforf de Char^* These were pretty days at Reins- 
berg. This kind of lite lasted seven or eight weeks, — in spite 
of interruptions of subterianeari volcanic nature, some of which 
were surely consuleiablc. Here, in the very first week, coming 
almost volcanically, is one, which indeed is the sum of them 
all. 


Tuesday foienoon 2 5tli October 17,^0, Express arrives at 
Reinsberg; ducii fiom Vicniri live days agd; finds Friedrich 
under hidden in the interior, labouring under his ague- 

fit: question uses, Shall the Expicss be introduced, or be held 
back.? The news he brings is huge, unexpected, transcendent, 
and may .agitate the si(k King. Six or seven heads go wag- 
ging on this point, — who by accident are nameable, if readers 
caie : * Prince August Wilhelm,’ lately betrothed; * Graf Truch- 
sess,’ home fiom Jlanover; ‘ Colonel Graf von Finkenstein/ 
old Tutor’s Son, a familiar from boyhood upwards ; * Baron 
Pollnitz,' kind of chief Goldstick now, or Master of the Cere- 
monies, not too witty, but the cause of wit; ‘Jordan, Bielfeld,* 
known to us; and lastly, * Fredersdorf,’ Major-domo and Fac- 
totum, who is grown from Valet Co be Purse- Keeper, confi- 
dential Manager, and almost friend,-— a notable personage in 
Friediich’s IIisto»y. The^ c^ride, “Better wait!” — 

They wait accordingly; and then, after about an hour, the 
trembling-fit being over, and Fredersdorf having ckutiously pre- 
luded a little, and prepared the way, the Despatch is delivered, 
and the King left with his immense piece of news. News 
that his Imperial Majesty Karl VI. died, after short illfiess, on 
Thursday the 20th last. Kaiser dead : House of Ji^.psburg, and 

* Preuss, P. 415. 
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it 9 Five Centuries of^ tough wrestling, uneasy Dominancy 
in this world, ended, gone to the dist®f:^ — the conntcr-wrcst- 
ling Ambitions ^nd Cupidities not dead; and nothing but Prag- 
matic Sanction left between the fallen House and them I Fried- 
rich kept silence; showed no sign hJw transfixed he was to 
hoar such tidings ; which, he foresaw, would have immeasurable 
consequences in the world. ® 


One o^the first was, that it cured Fncdiich of his ague. 
It braced hin\ (it, and peihap^^a little qmnejuma which he 
now insisted on’) into such a tensity of spnit as drove out his 
ague like a mere hiccup ; quite gone in the coaise of next week ; 
aitd we heai no more of that impoitunate annoyance He sum- 
moned Secretary Eichel, “Be read) m so many minutes hence;” 
rose from his l>ecl, diessed himself,^ — and ihcci, by Eichel’s 
help, sent off expresses for .Schwerin his chief Geneial, and 
Podevwls hih chief Minister A lasoluliou, which is rising or 
has risen in the Royal mind will bo leady for communicating 
to these Two by the time they aiuvc, on the second day lienee. 
This clone, Friedrich, T belic\e, jomcil Ins i.onipan> in the 
evening ; and was as light and bnlliant as if nothing had hap- 
pened. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

THr KAISl k’s DLA I H. 

The Kaiser’s death caine upon the Public unexpectedly; 
though not quite so upon obseivant pusons clo^oi dt hand. 
He was not yet fitty-bi\ out; a Inni-built min, hid been of 
sound conSUlution, of active, not inicmjici .Ue habits . but in 
the last SIX years, theie bad come such loircntv of ill-luck loll- 
ing down on him, he had suffeicd immensely, fai bc)ondwhat 
the world knew of; and to those near Iiini, and anxious for 
him, his {Strength seemed much undemnned. l*ive yeais ago, 
in summer 1735, Robinson rcpoitAl, from a sure hand: ‘ No- 
‘ thing can equal the Emperor's agitation undei these disasters’ 
(brought upon him by Fieury and the Spaniards, as aftcrclap 
to his Pohsh^Election feat). * IIis good J£mpress is terrified, 

* in<\ny times, he will die in the course of the night, when 

* singly with he gives a loose to his affliction, confusion 

* ^ Preusfl, Threnb^sUigunZi p* 416. 
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* and despair.’ Sea-Po\/^rs will not help ; Fleury and mere rdin 
will engulf! ‘What a^ments this agitation is his distrust in 

* evety one of his own Iftinisters, except perhaps Bartenstein/^ 
— who is not much gf a support either, though a gnarled 
weighty old stick in his way (• Professor at Strasburg once’) : 
not interesting to us here. The rest his Imperial Majesty con^ 
siders to be of sublimatecf blockhead type, it appears, rrince 
Eugene had died lately, and with Eugene all good fortune. 

And then, close following, the miseries of that Turk War, 
crashing down upon a man ! They say* Duke Franz, Maria 
Theresa's Husband, nominal Commander in those Campaigns, 
with the Seckendorfs and Wallises under him going such a 
road, was privately eager to have done with the Business, on 
any terms, lest the Kaiser should die first, and leave it welter- 
ing. No wonder the poor Kaiser felt broken, disgusted with 
the long Shadow-Hunt of Life ; and took to practical field- 
sports rather. An Army that cannot fight, War-Generah good 
only to be locked in Fortresses, an Exchequer that has no 
money; after such wagging of the wi^s, and such Privy-Coun- 
cUling and such War-Councilling ; — let us hunt wild-swine, and 
not think of it! That, thank Heaven, we still have; that, and 
Pragmatic Sanction well engrossed, and generally sworn to by 
mankind, after much effort! — 

The outer Public of that time, and Voltaire among them 
more deliberately afterwards, spoke of ‘mushrooms,' an ‘indi- 
gestion of mushrooms ;* and it is probable there was some- 
thing of mushrooms concerned in the event. Another subse- 
quent Frenchman, still more irreverent, adds to this of the 
‘ excess of mushrooms,’ that the Kaisei made light of it. ‘When 

* the Doctors told him he had few hours to live, he would not 

* believe it ; and bantered his Physicians on the sad news. 
‘ “Look me in the eyes,” said he; “have I the air of one 
‘ dying? When you see njy sight growing dim, then let the 
‘ sacraments be administered, whether I order or not.” ' Doc- 
tors insisting, the Kaiser replied; ‘ “Since you are foolish fel- 

* lows, who know neither the cause nor the state of my disorder, 
‘ I command that, once I am dead, you open my body, to know 

* what the matter was ; you can then come and let me know !” *2 

' Robin',rtj\ to Lord Harrington, 5th July *735 (in OfUce). 

* Anatiotes Gentianifue^ Cr*^^*^* P* ^9** 
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— in which also there is perhaps a glimfr|ring ofdistoAed truth, 
though, as Monsieur mistakes even tjjl day (‘ 1 8th October,* 
says he, not 2Qth), ohe can only accept it as rumour from the 
outside. • 

Here, by an extremely sombre domestic Gentleman of great 
punctuality and great dulness, are |^e authentic particulars, 
such as it was good to mention in Vienna circles.® An ex- 
tremely dull Gentleman, but to appearance an authentic ; and 
so little defective in reverence that he delicately expresses some 
astonishment at Death's audacisy this year, in killing so many 
Crowned Heads. ' This year 1740,’ says he, ‘ though the wea- 
‘ ther throughout Europe had been extraordinarily fine,* or fine 
for a cold year, ‘had already witnessed several Deaths of Sove- 
‘ reigns : Pope Clement XII., Friedrich Wilhelm of Prussia, 

* the Queen Dowager of Spain’ (Termagant’s old stepmother, 
not Termagant’s self by a great way). ‘But that was not 

* enough : unfathomable Destiny ventured now on Imperial 

* Heads [wagte sick auclt an Kaiserkronen ) : Karl VI,, namely, 
‘ and Russia’s great Monsprehess — an audacity to be remarked. 
Of Russia’s great Monarchess (Czarina Anne, with the big 
cheek) we will say nothing at present ; but of Karl VI. only, — 
abridging much, and studying arrangement. 

‘Thursday October 13th, returning from Halbthum, a Hunting 

* Seat of his/ over in Hungary some fifty miles, ‘ to the Palace Favorita 
‘ at Vienna, his Imperial Majesty felt slightly indisposed,* — Indigestion 
of mushrooms or whatever it was ; had begun at Ilalbthurn the night 
before, we rather understand, and was the occasion of his leaving. 

* The Doctors called it cold on the stomach, and thought it of no con- 

* sequence. In the night of Saturday, it became alarming;* inflamma- 
tion, thought the Doctors, inflammation of the liver, and used their 
potent appliances, which only made the dangef come ipid go; ‘and on 
‘ the Tue^ay, all day, the Doctors did not doubt his Imperial Majesty 

* was dying.’ (“Look me in the eyes; pack of fools; you will have 
to dissect me, 7 ou will then know Any truth in all that? No matter.) 

‘ At noon of that Tuesday he took lli Sacrament, the Pope’s Nun- 
‘ cio administering. His Slajesty showea uncommonly great composure 
‘ of soul, mxd tesignation to the Divine Will;* being indeed “certain,** 
—so he expressed it to ‘a principal Official Person sunk in grief’ 
(Bortenstein, shall we guess?), who stood by him— “certain of his 
cause,” not afraid in contemplating that dread Judgment now near : 
“ Look at me! A man that is certain of his cause can enter on such 

3 ( AnonymOu^^^f^r. RtmUchm KaUtrs tthen uftd ThaUn (Frank- 

furt uDd Leipzig, t74z), pp. aao*S37. 

VOU IV, 


H 
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a Joutn^ mth good <xaS^ and a composed mind {ptif gutm und 
** gflassenm Muthy* m tl^c Doctors, duMtating what the disease 
was, he said, Oazelli,* my late worthy Doctor, **were still here^ 
you would soon know; hut as it is, you will learn it when you dis- 
sect me — and once feked to be shown the Cup where heart 
would lie after that operation. 

^ Sacrament being over, ’{^Tuesday alteniaott, *he sent for hi$ Fa- 

* mily, to bless them each separately. He had a lo*^ conversation 

* "mth Grand Duke Franz,' titular of Lorraine, actual of Tuscany, * who 

* had assiduously attended him, and continued to do s 6 , during the 

* whole illness. The Grand Di^e*s SpousCi*—- Maria Theresa, the 
noble-hcarted and the overwhelmed; who is now in an interesting state 
again withal ; a little Kaiserkin (Joseph II.) coming in live months ; 
first child, a little girl, is now two years old; — *had been obliged to 

* take to bed three days ago; laid up of grief and terror {vor Schmer^m 
und Schrecken\ ever since Sunday the i6th. Nor would his Imperial 

* Majesty permit her to enter this death-room, oti account of her con- 

* dition, so important to the world ; but his Majesty, turning towards 

* that side where her apartment was, raised his right hand, ajid com- 
' manded her Husband, and the Archduchess her 3munger Sister, to 

* tell his Theresa, That he blessed her herewith, notwithstanding her 

* absence.’ Poor Kaiser, poor Theresa I ‘ Most distressing of all was 

* the scene with the Kaiserin. The night before, on getting knowledge 
‘ of the sad certainty, she had fainted utterly away (stmrhe Ohnmacht\ 

* and had to be carried into the Grand DuchessV (Maria Theresa’s) 

‘ room. Being summoned now with her Children, for the last blessing, 

* she cried as in despair, ** Do not leave me, Vour Dilection, do not 

* {Ach Euer Liebden verlassen tnich dock nickt)V** Poor good Souk 1 

* Her Imperial Majesty would not quit the room again, but remained 

* to the last. 

* Wednesday 19th, all day, anxiety, moamful suspense;’ poor weep- 
ing Kaiserin and all the woild waiting; the Inevitable visibly struggling 
on. ‘ And in the night of that day’ (night of i9th-aoth Oct 1740), 

* between one and two in the moining, Death snatched away this most 
‘ invaluable Monarch [den preiswurdig$te 7 t Monanhm) in the 56th year 
‘ of his life and Kaiser Karl VI., and the House of Hapsburg and its 
Five tough Centuries of good and evil in this world had endcri. The 
poor Kaiserin ‘ closed the eyes’ that cotild now no more behold herj 
' kissed his hands, and wjus cjnrncd out more dead than alive.’* 

* Anonymous, nt^ sttfird., pp. 220-227.-* Acleittng, Pragmaiiseki SiaaisgtkkiehU 
(Ootba, 1763-1767 )> ii. Johatt CkrtsUfih Adnfung , the same vrhty did the £>^c•^ 

thmry and many other deserving Books , here h the prewse Utle i ^Pragmatmfte 
Steuit^eschichte Euroj^ns,* that is,’ ‘ Documontaiy Hwtoty of Europe, from Kaiser 
“ Karl s Death, 1740, till Peace of Pans, X763.' A solids labcniotts ahd meritotiOlKS 
W^rk, of its kind; extrrntWy extettsivo(9 4to,a64i^ of Which are douMe kud 
even treble), mostly in the undigested, sometuues in the ^lute uncooked or rkw edn- 
diponi derhaps about a fifth part of !t consists of * Doeutftents* propwv which are 
skippable. It cannot help being dull, wa^te, dmryt but JfijMfi*-ywhere intelligible 
(efcehent Indexes too),^nd ofiers a& utihap^teiuier by^ the best huoiirce 
tiMnablo fer survey of that sad Period, 
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. A good af!ectiookte Kaiserin» I Ho bi^lfeve ; hinourable^ 
truthful, though unwitty of speech, and converted by Grandpapa 
in a peculiar manner. For her Kaisef too, after all, I have a 
kind of love. Of brilliant articulate intellect there is nothing ; 
nor of inarticulate (aS in Friedrich ^Vtlhclm's case) anything 
considerable : in fact his Shadow^Hunting, and Duelling with 
the Termagant, seemed the reverse^ of wise. But there was 
something of a high proud heart in it, too, if we examine; and 
even the P|?igmatic Sanction, though in practice not worth one 
regiment of non ramrods, indicates a profoundly fixed deter- 
mination, partly of loyal naturefsuch as^he gods more or less 
reward. ‘He had been a great builder/ ^ay the Histories; 

• was a great musician, fit to lead orchestras, and had com- 
‘ posed an Opera/--*^poor Kaiser. There came out large traits 
of him, in Maria Theresa again, under an improved form, which 
were much admired by the world. He looks, in his Portraits, 
intensely serious ; a handsome man, stoically grave ; much the 
gentleman, much the Kaiser or Supreme Gentleman, As, in 
life and fact, he was; “ something solemn in him, even when 
he laughs,** the people used to say. A man honestly doing his 
very best with his poor Kaisership, and dying of chagrin by it. 

‘ On opening the body, the liver-region proved to be entirely 
‘ deranged ; in the place where the gall-bladder should have 
‘ been, a stone of the size of a pigeon’s egg was found grown 
‘ into the liver, and no gall-bladder now there.* 

That same morning, with earliest daylight, 'Thursday 20th, 
six A.M.,* Maria Theresa is proclaimed by liei Heralds over 
Vienna; ‘According to Pragmatic Sanction, Inheritress of all 

* the* &c. &c* Sovereign Archduchess of Austria, Queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia, for chief items. ‘At seven her Majesty 
‘ took the Oath from the Generals and Presidents of Tribunals, 
‘ ~said, through her tears, “All was to stand on the old footing, 
‘ each in hi^ post/’ -and the other needful words. Couriers 
shoot forth towards all Countries; — ^ne express courier to Re- 
gensburg, and the Enchanted Wiggeries there, to say That a 
new Kaiser will be needed; AWb^j-Vicar or Vicars (Kur-Sachsen 
and whoever more, fo^^ they a|;^ sometimes^ disagreed about it) 
wiU have to administer in the interim. 

A second courier we saw arrive at Reinsberg ; he likewise 
may be impol^wisi The Bavarian Minister, Karl Albert Kur- 
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Baiern^s ttfan, shot oflFhfe express, like the others; answer is, 
by return of courier, even earlier (for a messenger was aU 
ready on the road), MaKe protest! ** We Kur-Baiern solemnly 
protest against Pragmatic Sanction, and the assumption of such 
Titles by the Daughter^f the late Kaiser, King of Bohemia, 
and in good part even of Austria, it is not you, Madam, but of 
right Wj as, by Heaven’s help, it is our fixed resolution to 
make good 1” Protest was presented, accordingly, with all the 
solemnities, without loss of a moment. To which Bartenstein 
and the Authorities answered Pooh-pooh,” as if it were no- 
thing. It is the first ripple of an immeasurable tide or deluge 
in that kind, threatening to submerge the new Majesty of Hun- 
gary ; — as had been foreseen at Reinsberg ; though Barltenstein 
and the Authorities made light of it, answedng Pooh-pooh,^* 
or almost “ Ha-ha,” for the present. 

Her Hungarian Majesty’s chief Generals, Seckendorf, Wallis, 
Neipperg, sit in their respective prisonwards at this time (from 
which she soon liberates them) : Kur-Baiern has lodged pro- 
test; at Reinsberg there will be an important resolution ready: 
— and in the Austrian Treasury (which employs 40,000 per- 
sons, big and little) there is of cash or available resource, 
100,000 florins, that is to say, 10,000/. net.*^ And unless Prag- 
matic sheepskin hold tighter than some persons expect, the 
affairs of Austria and of this young Archduchess are in a threat- 
ening way. 

His Britannic Majesty was on the road home, about Hel- 
voetsluys or on the sea for Harwich, that night the Kaiser died; 
of whose illness he had heard nothing. At London, ten days 
after, the sudden news struck dismally upon his Majesty and 
the Political Circles there: ** No help, then, from that quarter, 
in our Spanish War; perhaps far other than help t”— Nay, cer- 
tain Gazetteers were afraid the grand new Anti-Spanish Expe- 
dition itself, which was now, at the long last, after such con- 
fusions and delays, lying ready, in grdkt strength, Naval and 
Military, would be countermanded, — -on Pragmatic-Sanction 
considerations, and the crisis probably imminent.® But it was 
not countermanded f it sailed all the same, * November 6th* 
(seventh day after the bad news) ; and made towards— Shall 
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we tell the reader* what is Officially^ dead secret, though 
by this time well guessed at by the Public, English and also 
Spanish? — towards Carthagena, to rcjnforce fiery Vernon, in 
the tropical latitudes ; and overset Spanish America, beginning 
with that important Town! I 

Commodore Anson, he also, after long fatal delays, is oft, 
several weeks ago;^ round Cape Horn; hoping (or perhaps 
already not hoping) to cooperate from the Other Ocean, and 
be simultaneous with Vernon, on these loose principles of 
keeping time I Commodore Anson does, in effect, make a Voy- 
age which is beautiful, and to mankind memorable; but as to 
keeping tryst with Vernon, the very gods could not do it on 
those terms! 


CHAPTER IX. 

RESOLUTION FORMED AT REINSBERG IN CONSEQUENCE. 

Thursday 27th Ocibber, two days after the Expresses 
went for them, Schwerin and Podewils punctually arrived at 
Reinsberg, They were carried into the interior privacies, * to 
' long conferences with his Majesty that day, and for the next 
‘ four days; Majesty and they even dining privately together;’ 
grave business of state, none guesses how grave, evidently 
going on. The resolution Friedrich laid before them, fruit of 
these two days since the news from Vienna, was probably the 
most important ever formed in Prussia, or in Europe during 
that Century: Resolution to make good our Rights on Silesia, 
by this great opportunity, the best that wjll ever offer. Reso- 
lution which had sprung, I find, and got to sudden fixity in 
the head of the young King himself ; and which met with little 
save opposition from all the other sons of Adam, at the first 
blush and for long afterwards. And, indeed, the making of 
it good (of it, and of tlifc immense rSsults that hung by it) was 
the main business of this young King’s Life henceforth ; and 
cost him Labours like those of Hercules, and was in the highest 
degree momentous to existing and not yeU existing millions of 
mankind, — the readers of this History especially. 

It is almosj^ touching to reflect how unexpectedly, like a 
bolt Out of th*l offie, all this had come upon Friedrich ; and 
7 (iSth) S^t«mber i7f3v 
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Ikw it overset his Antprogicw for the winter at Reinsberg, 
and for his Life generally. Not the Peaceable magnanimiiiesj 
but the Warlike, are tl^ thing appointed Enedrich this winiter^ 
and mainly henceforth. Those 'golden or soft radiances* wbicb 
we saw in him, admirably to Voltaire and to Friedrich^ ajq^ to 
an esurient philanthropic world, ~it is not those, it *fhe 
steeld)right or stellar kind,’ that are to become predominant 
in Friedrich’s existence : grim hailstorms, thunders aend tprnado 
for an existence to him, instead of the opulent genialities dnd 
halcyon weather, anticipated by himself and others ! IhdiS" 
putably enough to us, if not yet to Friedrich, '‘Reinsberg and 
Life to the Muses** are done. On a sudden, from the oppo- 
site side of the horizon, see, miraculous Opportunity, rushihg 
hitherward, — swift, terrible, clothed with lightning like a 
courser of the gods : dare you clutch him by the thunder-mane, 
and fling yourself upon him, and make for the Empyrean by 
that course rather ? Be immediate about it, then ; the time is 
now, or else never I — No fair judge can blame the young man 
that he laid hold of the flaming Op|)ortunky in this mannei, 
and obeyed the new omen. To seize such an opportunity, and 
perilously mount upon it, was the part of a young magnani- 
mous King, less sensible to the penis, and more to the other 
considerations, than one older would have been. 

Schwerin and Podewils were, no doubt, astonished to learn 
what the Royal purpose was ; and could not want for common- 
place objections many and strong, had this been the scene for 
dwelling on them, or dressing them out at eloquent length. 
But they knew well this was not the scene for doing more 
than, with eloquent modesty, hint them ; that the Resolution, 
being already taken, would not alter for commonplace ; and 
that the question now lying for honourable member^ was, How 
to execute it ? It is on this, as I collect, that Schwerin and 
Podewils in the King’s company did, with extreme intensity, 
consult during those four*' days ; and V^ere, most probably, of 
considerable use to the King, though some of their modifica- 
tions adopted by him turned out, not as they had predicted, 
but as he. On alLthe Military details and outlines, and on 
all the Diplomacies of this business, here are two Oracles«ex- 
tremejy worth consulting by the youhg King. , 

To seize Silesia is eisy : a Country onen on all tint the 
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smth side ; open especially on our siae, where a oattalion of 
foot might force it ; the three or fpur^rtres$ej5, of which only 
two, Glogaa a,i )4 Neisse, can he reckoned strong, are provided 
with nothing as they ought to he ; n#t above 3,000 fighting 
men in the whole Province, and these little expecting fight. 
Silesia can be^seized ; but the maintaining of it ? — ^We must 
try to maintain it, thinks Friedrich. 

At Reinsberg it is not yet known that Kur-Baiern has pro- 
tested; bStJt is well guessed he means to do so, and that 
France is at his back in some sort. Kiir-Baiern, probably 
Kur-Sachsen, and plenty more, France being secretly at their 
back* What low condition Austria stands in, all its ready re- 
aot^rces run to the lees, is known ; and that France, getting 
lively at present with its Belleisles and adventurous spirits not 
restrainable by Fleury, is always on the watch to bring Aus- 
tria lower ; — capable, in spite of Pragmatic Sanction, to snatch 
the golden moment, and spring huntcr-like on a moribund Aus- 
tria, were the hunting-dogs once out and in cry. To Fried- 
rich it seems unlikely tfec Pragmatic .Sanction will be a Law 
of Nature to mankind, in these cucumstances. His opinion 
is, ‘the old political system has expired with the Kaiser/ 
Here is Europe, burning m one corner ot it by Jenkins’s Ear, 
and such a smoulder of combustible material awakening nearer 
hand : will not Europe, probably, blaze into general War ; 
Pragmatic Sanction going to waste sheepskin, and universal 
scramble ensuing? In which he who has 1 00, 000 good sol- 
diers, and can handle them, may be an important figure in 
urging claims, and keeping what he has got hold of ! — 

Friedrich’s mind, as to the fact, is fixed : ^eize Silesia We 
will : but as to the manner of doing it, Schwerin and Podewils 
iud£fy him. Their counsel is : “ Do not ste^ out in hostile 
attitude ^at the very first, saying, ‘ These Duchies, Liegnitz, 
‘ Brieg; Wohlau^ Jagerndorf, are mine, and I will fight for 

* th6m say ottly,^ ^ I|aving, as is^well known, interests of va- 
^ rious kinds in this Silesia, I venture to take charge of it in 

* the perilous times now come, and will keep it safe for the 
‘ real ownet* Silesia seized in this fashion,” continue they, 

negotiate with the Queen of Hungary*, offer her help, large 
Itelp in men i^nd money, against her other enemies ; perhaps 
she Will do Us right ?” — “ She never will consent,” 

is FriedtieVs opinion, But it is worth trying 2 ’* urge the 
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Ministdrs.^ — “ Well/* answers Friedrich, •* be it in that form ; 
that is the soft-spoken Rations form : any form will do^ if the 
fact be there/’ That is understood to have been the figure of 
the deliberation in this conclave at Reinsberg, during the four 
days.^ And now it remains only to fix tlie Military details, to 
be ready in a minimum optima ; and to keep our preparations 
and intentions in impenetrable darkness from all men, in the 
interim. Adieu, Messieurs. ^ 

And so, on the ist of November, fifth morning since they 
came, Schwerin and Podewils,^ world of new busihess silently 
ahead of them, return to Berlin, intent to begin the same. All 
the Kings will have to take their resolution on this matter ; 
wisely, or else unwisely. King Friedrich's, let it prove the 
wisest or not, is notably the rapidest, — complete, and fairly 
entering upon action, on November ist. At London the news 
of the Kaiser’s death had arrived the day before ; Britannic 
Majesty and Ministry, thrown much into the dumps by it, much 
into the vague, are nothing like so prompt with their resolution 
on it. Somewhat sorrowfully in the vague. In fact, they will 
go jumbling hither and thither for about three years to come, 
before making up their minds to a resolution ; so intricate is 
the affair to the English Nation and them ! Intricate indeed ; 
and even imaginary, — definable mainly as a bottomless abyss 
of nightmare dreams to the English Nation and them ! Pro- 
ductive of strong somnambulisms, as my friend has it I — 

Mystery in Berlin^ for Seven PVeeks, while the Pr^arations 
go on ; Voltaire visits FriedrKh to decipher ity but cannot 

Podewils apd Schwerin gone, King Friedrich, though still 
very busy in working-hours, returns to his society and its 
gaieties and brilliancies ; apparently with increased appetite 
after these four days of abstinence. Still busy in his working- 
hours, as a King must be j couriers coming ^nd going, hun- 
dreds of businesses dispatched each day ; and in the evening 
what a relish for society, — Pratorius is quite astonished at it. 
Music, dancing, play-acting, suppers of thfe gods, * not done 
till four in the morning sometimes,* these are the accounts 
Pratorius hears at Berlin. ' From all persons who return from 

1 Stenzd (from wliat <«nircc<i he does not cleariy say, iuf doubt from sources of 
iomeaudienucity) edves this a$ suuunoiy oC It, iv. 61-65* 
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** ReiBsberg/ writes he, ‘ the Unanimoui report is, That the 

* King works, the whole day throu^, with an assiduity that 
^ is unique ; and then, in the evening, gives himself to the plea- 

* sures of society, with a vivacity of n^rth and sprightly humour 

* which makes ^ose Evening-Parties charming.’^ So it had to 
last, with frequent short journeys|on Friedrich’s part, and at 
last with change to Berlin as headquarters, for about seven 
weeks to come, — ^till the beginning of December, and the day 
of actiohj namely. A notable little Interim in Friedrich’s His- 
tory and tliat of Europe. 

Friedrich’s secret, till almost the very end, remained im- 
penetrable ; though, by degrees, his movements excited much 
guessing in the Gazetteer and Diplomatic world everywhere. * 
Military matters do seem to be getting brisk in Prussia ; arsenals 
much astir ; troops are seen mustering, marching, plainly to 
a singular degree. Marching towards the Austrian side, to- 
wards Silesia, some note. Yes'; but also towards Cleve, cer- 
tain detachments of troops are marching, — do not men see ? 
And the Entrenchment at Buderich in those parts, that is get- 
ting forward withal, — though privately there is not the least 
prospect of using it, in these altered circumstances. Friedrich 
already guesses that if he could get Silesia, so invaluable on 
the one skirt of him, he will probably have to givcrup his Berg- 
Jiilich claims on the other ; I fancy he is getting ready to do 
so, should the time come for such alternative. But he labours 
at Buderich, all the same, and ‘ improves the roads in that 
quarter,’ — ^which at least may help to keep an inquisitive pub- 
lic at bay. These are seven busy weeks on Friedrich’s part, 
and on the world’s : constant realities of preparation, on the 
one part, industriously veiled ; on the other part, such shadows, 
giiessings, spyings, spectral movements above'* ground and be- 
low ; Xliplomatic shadows fencing. Gazetteer shadows rumour- 
ing ndreains of a world as if near awakening to something 
great ! ' All Officers on furlougl^ have been ordered to their 

* posts,* writes Bieffeld, on those vague terms of his : ‘ On 

* arriving at Berlin, you notice a great agitation in all depart- 
' xpents of the State. The regiments arc ordered to prepare 

* their equipages, and to hold themsdives in readiness for 
^marching. There are magazines being formed at Frankfurt- 
‘ on-Oder ^ Crossen,’-^handy for Silesia, you would say? 

^ E^ECQrpt, in Tfmnbisitigting, p. 
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• Ttere are considei-aW^trains of ArtUlery getting and 

* the King has frequent c()nference$ with his Gener^ib/^ l^be 
authentic fact is : * By the twiddle of Noveinher> Tl^oopsi^ to thU 
^ extent of 30,000 and igore, had got orders to be ready for 
^ marching in three weeks hence ;* their puWic motions very 
visible ever since, their actual purpose a mystery to al} mot'- 
tals except Three. 

Towards the end of November, it becomes the prevaiKng 
guess that the business is immediate, not prospective ; that Si^ 
lesia may be in the wind, not Julich and Berg. Which infinitdy 
quickens the shadowy rumourings and Diplomatic fencings 
of mankind. The F rench have their special Ambassador here ; 
a Marquis de Beauvau, observant military gentleman, who 
came with the Accession Compliment some timo ago, and keeps 
his eyes well open, but cannot see through millstones. Fleury 
is intensely desirous to know Friedrich’s secret; but would 
fain keep his own (if he yet have one), and is himself quite 
tacit and reserved. To Fleviry’s Marquis de Beauvau Fried- 
rich IS very gracious ; but in regard to secrets, is for a reci- 
procal procedure. Could not Voltaire go and try ? It is thought 
Fleury had let fall some hint to that effect, carried by a bird 
of the air. Sure enough Voltaire does go ; is actually on visit 
to his royal Friend ; ‘ six days with him at Reinsberg per- 
haps near a fortnight in all (20 Novcmber^-2 December or 
so), hanging about those Berlin regions, on the survey. Here 
is an unexpected pleasuie to the parties; — ^but in regard to 
penetrating of secrets, an unproductive one I 

Voltaire’s ostensible errand was, To report progress about 
the Anti-Macchiavely the Van Durtn nonsense ; and, at any 
rate, to settle the Money-accounts on these and other scores ; 
and to discourse Philosophies, for a day or t1?ro, with the First 
of Men. The real errand, it is pretty clear, was as above. 
Voltaire has always a wistful eye towards political employment, 
and would fain make himseR" useful in high quartets. "Fleury 
and he have their touches of direct Correspondence now and 
then ; and obliquely there are always intermediates and chan- 
nels. Small hint, the slightest twinkle of iFleur/s eyelashes, 
would be duly speeded to Voltaire, and Set him goings Wift 
shall see him expressly missioned hither, on similar errand, by 
and by ; though with as bad success as at 

* Bielfeld, i. 165 (Berlin, aoih is ch« date he puts (o it). 
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Of this ihta Visit to Berlin, ms Secomi to Friedrich, 
Voliiire In the 1% Pnv^e says nothi|il|, Bnt in his St^fU d$ 
^*^^he dropsi with proud modesty, n little footnote upon 
it : ‘The- Author was with the' Kin^^of Prussia at that time ; 

* and can afhrm that Cardinal de Fleury was totally astray in 
‘ regard to the Prince he had nov| to do with.* To which a, 
slightly wrong is added ; the rest being perfectly correct.^ 
No other details, are to be got anywhere, if they were of im- 
portance ; the very dates of it in the best Prussian Books are 
all slightly awry. Here, by accident, are two poor flint-sparks 
from the dust whirlwind, which yield a certain sufficing 
twilight, when put in their place ; and show us both sides of 
the matter, the smooth side and the seamy : 

I. Friedrich io Algarotti^ at Berlin. From ‘Reinsberg, 
2ist Nov.,* showing the smooth side. 

‘ My dear Swan of Padua,— Voltaire has arrived; all sparkling with 
‘new beauties, and far more sociable than at Clove. He is in very 
‘ good humour; and mal^s less complaining about his ailments than 
I usual. Nothing can be more fnvolou'* than our occupations here 
mere verse-making, dancing, philosophising, then card-playing, dining, 
j 9 iitt|ng; iherry as birds on the bough (and Silesia invisible, except to 
pn^lf and two others),^ 

2. Friedrich to Jordan^ at Berlin, ‘ Ruppin, 28th November/ 

* ^ ‘ Thy Mi^er* (Voltaire, now gone to Berlin, of whom Jordan 
is to send news, as of all things else), ‘ thy Miser shall drink to the 
‘ lees of his insatiable desire {sic) to enrich himself : be shall have the 
‘ 3,000 thalers (450/.), He was with me six days : that will be at the 
‘ rate of 500 thalws (75/.) a day. That is p;iying dear for one’s merry- 
/andrew Hm ^yer un fou)\ never had coifrt-fool such wages 

Which Intt^t uUo at first hand, shows us the seamy side. And 
here, fini^y, with d^e happily appended, is a poetic snatch, in 
Voltaire‘S caeguisite style, which with the response gives us the 
medium, yityt : 

, ■* Ue jLouitf XV, c, 6), xxviii. 74. 

. ’ , Otuvrts de xvul as. •* 

m ^ Ibid, ^vii. 7«.‘ ’ PartaculaTs ca the mcmey-payment (travelling expenses chiefly, 
yiwher eXQtbitaiw,. and Mw foUrney added to the list; aod no whimper of the oon- 
inohnys,,and popy tight pfAni^Macc/iiavei, in abatement,) are 
in 1: si^ Kpitact paid is' 3>300 thalers;, a, 000 a good while ago, r,30(> 

Mrhieh {jeltUits the bilU 
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VoLTAiRE^s Adiku de Con^i^ 2 D^cenpibet 1740’)* 

' mnl^i im jtwnf, tw a^as^ 

* Mon Ame dost pomi ; 

* Non, von^ notes au'nno coqiuiU^ 

* Qm sudju^tez U^cmr^f ef He votfs dfinntz pAs*^ 

Friedrich’s Response* 

* Mon Arne sent le prSc de tfoe difins appts ; 

* Mat}> ffi prtsumez point qu'elle sott SiUt<(/<^Ue^ 

‘ Trait re, i/ous me qmttez pour sutvre une cequetitf 

* Moi je ne vous qmiterats pnsi^ # 

—-Meaning, perhaps, in brief English : V, y Ah, you are but a 
beautiful coquette ; you charm away our hearts, and do not give 
your own” (won’t tell me your secret at all) ! >/»'. ** Treacher- 
ous Lothario, it is you that quit me for a coquette” (your divine 
Emilie ; and won’t stay here, and be of my Academy) ; “ but 
however — !” — Friedrich looked hopingly on the French, but 
could not give his secret except by degrees and with reciprocity. 
Some days hence he said to Marquis de Beauvau, in the Audi- 
ence of leave, a word which was remembered. 

Vie7a of Friedrich hehinSl the VeiL 

As to Friedrich himself, since about the middle of Novem- 
ber his plans seem to have been definitely shaped cut in all 
points ; Troops so many, when to be on march, and how ; no 
important detail uncertain since then. November 17th. he jots- 
down a little Note, which is to go to Vienna, were the due hour 
come, by a special Ambassador, one Count Cotter, acquainted 
with the ground there ; and explain to her Hungarian Majesty, 
what his exact demands are, anJ what the exact services he 
will render. Of which important little Paper readers shall hear 
again. Cotter’s demands are at first to be high : Qur Four 
Duchies, due by* law so long ; these and even more, coosider-r 
ing the important services we propose ; this is to be his 6r$t 
word ; — ^but, it appears, he is privately prepared to put-up with 
Two Duchies, if he can hav^them peace^ly : Duchies of Sa- 
gan and Glogau, which are not of the Four at alb but which 
lie nearest us, and anc far below the value of the Four, to Aus- 
tria especially. This intricate point Friedrich has already set- 
tled in his mind. Anfl indeed it is notably the habit of this 
young King to settle matters with hitn$elf in good time : and 
in regard^ to all manner of points, he will be fcpidT^n the day 
^ * iBuPtiiS 4$ Bftdtrie (xhr. i 6 r)i (Shvus’ dq VtfltAirqi ^ 
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of t)atgalning about them, to have ni$ own resolution formed 
and definitely fixed ; — much to his adKrantage over conflicting 
parties, who have theirs still flying Idose, 

Another thing of much concernment is. To secure himself 
from danger of Russian interference. To this end he dispatches 
Major Winterfeld to Russia, a ma^ well known to him ; — day 
of Winterfeld's departure is not given ; day of his arrival in 
Petersburg is * 19th December* just coming. Russia, at pre- 
sent, is rather in a staggering condition ; hopeful for Winter- 
feld’s obje«^. Oh the 28th of October last, only eight days 
after the Kaiser, Czarina Anne of Russia, she with the big 
cheek, once of Courland, had died ; * audacious Death,' as our 
poor friend had it, ^venturing upon another Crowned Head* 
there. Biercn her dear Courlandcr, once U^tlc better than a 
Horse-groom, now Duke of Courland, Quasi-Husband to the 
late Big Cheek, and thereby sovereign of Russia, this long 
while past, is left Official Head ‘in Russia. Poor little Anton 
Ulrich and his august Spouse, Avell enough known to us, have 
indeed produced a Czar Iwan, some months ago, *0 the joy of 
mankind ; but Czar Iwa& is in his cradle ; Father and Mother’s 
function is little other than to rock the cradle of Iwan ; Bieren 
to be Regent and Autocrat over him and them m the interim. 
To their chagrin, to that of Feldmarschall Munnicli and many 
others : the upshot of which will be visible before long. Czarina 
Anne’s death had seemed to Friedrich the opportund removal 
of a dangerous neighbour, known to be in the pay of Austria : 
here now are new mutually hostile parties springing up ; chance, 
surely, of a bargain with some of them ? He dispatches Wm- 
terfeld on this errand ; — probably the fittest man in Prussia for 
it. How soon and perfectly Winterfeld sucLCcded, ennd what 
Winterfeld was, and something of what a Russia he found it, 
we propose to mention by and by. 

These, end all points of importance, Friedrich has settled 
with himself some time ago. What his own private thoughts 
on the Silesian Adventure are, readers will wish to know, since 
they can at first hand. Hear Friedrich himself, whose veracity 
is unquestionable to such as know anything of him ; 

‘This Silesian Project fulfilled all his (the^King’s) political views,' 
•hummed them all well up into one head, ‘ It was a means of ac- 
‘ quiring reptotion ; of increasing the power of the State ; and of tor* 
< punating wnat that long-litigated question of the Berg- 



no FRIEDR<:H takes the reins. Bo<(kXl. 

. I adDeqr#40^ 

* jUtieh Succession can be sure of getting that, at lowest; itttenife 
to give timt ttp> if necessctjf ♦ 

'Meanwhile, before entirely determining, the King vreighed the 

* risks there were in undertaking such a War, and the ^vant^iges that 
' were to be hoped trom itl> On one side, presented itself tW potent 
' house of Austria, not likely to want resources with so many vast 
'Provinces under it; an Emferor’s Daughter attacked, Urho wouM 
' naturally find allies in the King of England, in the Dutch KepubBi^ 

‘ and so many Princes of the Empire who had sighed the Pragntatic 
' Sanction.* Russia was,— or had been, and might again lift -^in the 
pay of Vienna. Saxony might have some clippings from Bohemia 
thrown to it, and so be gained over.^ Scanty Harvest, 1740, threatened 
difficulties as to provisioning of troops. * The riske were great. One 

* had to apprehend the vicissitudes of ivar. A single battle lost might 
' be decisive. Tlic King had no allies ; and his troops, hitherto udth- 
' out experience, would have to front old Austrian soldiers, grown gray 

* in harness, and trained to war by so many campaigns. 

‘On the other side were hopeful considerations,*— four in number: 

Weak condition of the Austrian Comt, Tieasury empty, War- 
Apparatus broken in pieces; inexperienced young Princess to defend a 
disputed succession, on those terms. There will be allies ; 

France and England always m rivaliy, botl^ meddling in these matters, 
King is suie to get either the one 01 the other. T^ird^ Silesian War 
lies hatidy to us, and is the only kind of Offensive War wat does ; 
Country bordering on our frontier, and with the Oder running thJ*ough 
it as a sure liighroad for everything. Fourth^ ‘ What suddenly turned 
the balance,’ or at leobt what kept it steady in that posture, — 'news of 
the Czaiina’s death arrives:* Russia has ceased to count against us 5 and 
become a manageable quantity. On, therefore ! — 

‘Add to these reasons,* says the King, with a candour which has 
not been well treated in the Hisloiy Books ‘ Add to these reasons, an 

* Army ready for acting; Funds, Supplies all found* flying barrelled 
in the Schloss at Berlin) ; — ‘and perhaps the desire of making oneself 
‘ a name,* from which tew of mortals able to achieve it are exempt in 
their young time^i ‘ all tfiis was cause of the War which the Kit^ now 
' entered upon. 

“ Desire to make himself a name ; how shocking f exclaim 
several Historians. “ Candour of confession that he may have 
had some such desire ; ho^ honest !’* i^ what they do not ex- 
claim. As to the justice of his Silesian Cfcaims, or even to his 
own belief about their justice, Friedrich affords not the least 
light which can be siew to readers here. He speaks, when 
business requires it, of ‘ those known rights* of his, and wriSh 
the air of a man who expects to be believed on hjji word ; but 
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ir i$ ^rsoriiy, and in the business way only'; and tnere is not 
here or elsewhere the least pleading man, you would say, 
considerably indifferent to our belief on that head his eye set 
on the practical merely. Just Rig]jts ? What are rights, 
never so just, which you cannot make valid ? The world is 
ltdl of stichi If you have rights and^can assert them into facts, 
do it; that is worth doing i“ — 

We must add two Notes, two small absinthine drops, bit* 
ter but wHb^esome, administered by him lo the Old Dessauer, 
whose gloomy wonder over al^this military whirl of Prussian 
tilings, and discontent that he, lately the head authority, has 
never once been spoken to on it, have been great. Guessing, 
at last, that it was meant for Austria, a Power rather dear to 
Leopold, he can suppress himself no longer ; but breaks out 
into Cassandra prophesyings, which have piqued the young 
King, and provoke this return ; 

1, ^ Rdmher^^ November 1740. — I hive received your Letter, 

* and seen with what inquietude you view the ap})roaclnng march of 
‘ my Troops. I hope you will set your mind .n ease c'd that score; 

and wait with patience wKat 1 intend with them aiivl you. I have 
made all my dispositions ; and Your Serenity will loam, time enough, 

* what my orders are, Without disquieting yourself about them, as no- 
‘ thing has been forgotten or delayed.’ — PRir.DRicir, 

Old Dessauer, cut to the bone, perceives he will have to 
quit that method and never resume it ; writes next how pain- 
ful it is to an old General to see himself neglected, as if good 
for nothing, while his scholars are allowed to gather laurels. 
Friedrich’s answer is of soothing character : 

2. ^ Berlin^ id December 1740. — ^You may be assured T honour your 
‘ merits and capacity as a young Officer ougfit to liononr an old one, 

* who has given the world so many proofs of his lai:?nt {Dexteritdt)\ 

‘ nor will I neglect Your Serenity on any occa',ion when you can help 
■ me by your good counsel and coopciation.’ But it is a mere ‘ baga 
telle* this that I aih now upon; though, next year, it may beconn 
serious. ^ 

For the rest, Saxony being a neighbour whose intentions one docj 
not know, 1 have privately purposed Your Serenity should keep an out 
look that way, in my absence. Plenty of employment coming foi Youi 
Serenity. 'But as to this present Expedition, I reserve it lor mysel 
that the world may not think the King of Prussia marchej 
with a Tutor to the Field, ***^FRiJg;DRiCH.* 

^ Orlichf d^SthUsUehm (Berlin, xS 4 x), i, 98 to. 
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And tnetewith Leopold, eagerly complying, has to rest satisfied*; 
and beware of too muclT freedom with this yoUng King again* 

‘Berlin, December 2cl/ is the date of that last Note to the 
Dessauer ; date also of yoltaire's Adf^tt with the 
on which same day, ‘ Friday December 2d,* as I find from the 
Old Books, his Majesty, qi^^itting the Reinsbcrg sojourn, ‘ had 
‘ arrived in Berlin about 2 p.m. ; accompanied by Prince Au- 
‘ gust Wilhelm* (betrothed at Brunswick lately) ; ‘ such a crowd 
‘ on the streets as if they had never seen him before.<^ He con- 
tinued at Berlin or in the neig\«bourhood thenceforth, Bu$y 
days these ; and Berlin a much whispering City> as Regiment 
after Regiment marches away. King soon to follow, as is 
thought, — ‘ who himself sometimes deign? to lake the Regi- 
ments into highest own eyeshine, hockst-eigemn Augenschehi 
(that is, to review them), say the reverential Editors. Decem- 
ber 6 th — But let us follow the strict sequence of Phenomena 
at Berlin. 

Excellency Bolt a has Ati dunce; then Excellency Dickens ^ and 
others: December the Mystery is out 

Of course her Hungarian Majesty, and her Bartensteins 
and Ministries, heard enough ol those Prussian rumours, in- 
terior Military activities, and enigmatic movements : but they 
seem strangely supine on the matter ; indeed, they seem 
strangely supine on such matters ; and lean at ease upon the 
Sea-Powers, upon Pragmatic Sanction and other Laws of Na- 
ture. But at length even they become painfully interested as 
to Friedrich’s intentions ; and d^apatch an Envoy to sift him 
a little : an expert Maichesc di Bottc-*, Genoese by birth, skil- 
ful m the Ru^'’oian and other intricacies ; whp was here at Ber- 
lin lately, doing the Accession Compliment (rather ill received 
at that time), and is fit for the job. Pethaps Botta will pene- 
trate him ? That is becoming desirable, in spite of the gay 
Private Theatricals at Reinsbcrg, and thfe Berlin Carnival Balls 
he is so occupied with. 

England is not less interested, and the diligent Sir Guy is 
doing his best ; but €an make out nothing satisfactory ; — ^much 
the reverse indeed ; and falls into angry black anticipatic«i: 5 , 
• Nobody here, great or small,’ says his Excellency, ‘ dares 
< make any representation to this young Prince against the 
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' measures he is pursuing ; though an are sensible of the con?- 

* fiision which must follow. A Prince who had the least reg^ 

* to honour^ truth and Justice, could^not act the part he is 
‘ going to do,’ Alas, no, Excellency Dickens! * But it is plain 

* his only view was, to deceive us all, and conceal for a while 
‘ his ambitious and mischievous de^gns.’i*> “ Never was such 
dissimulation t" exclaims the Diplomatic world everywhere, 
being angered at it, as if it were a vice on the part of a King 
about to invade Silesia. Dissimulation, if that mean menda* 
city, Is not the name of the thing ; it is the art of wearing a 
pohte cloak of darkness, and t%e King is little disturbed what 
name they call it. 

Botta did not get to Berlin till December ist, had no Audi- 
ence till the 5th -by which time it is berommg evident to 
Excellency Dickens, and to everybody, that Silesia is the thing 
meant. Botta hints as much in that first Audience, December 
Sth : “ Terrible roads, those Silesutn ones, your Majesty 1" says 
Botta, as if historically merely, but with a glance of the eye. 
'*Hm,” answers his Majesty m the same tone, “ the *''orst that 
conies of them is a little* mud!” — Next day, Dickens had ex- 
press Audience, * Berlin, Tuesday 6lh ’ a smartish, somewhat 
flurried Colloquy with the King ; which, well abridged, may 
stand as follows : 

Diclms. ^ ^ “Indivisibility of the Anct’ian Momrehy, Sire!”— 
“Indivisibility'* Wli<u do you mean — DuLti^ “ The main- 
tenance of the Pragmatic Sanction ” — Kin^ “ Do you intend to sup- 
port it? I hope not; for suth n. not my mteiition.” (fheic is for 
you!) * o « f 

jbkkens. “England and Holland will much wonder at the mea- 
sures your Majesty wa<; taking, at the moment when your Majesty pro- 
posed to join with them, and weie mvking fnondly proposals!” (Has 
been a deceitful man, Sir Guy, at least an impenetSWe; — ‘but this 
latter Ss rather strong on your part !) “ What shall I wnt?to England?” 
(* When I mention^ this,' says Dickens, ‘the King grew red in the 
face,’ eyes considerably llashmg, I should think.) 

“You can hav# no mstiuctio«s to ask that question! And 
if you had, I have an answer ready for you. England has no right to 
inquue into tdf designs Your great Sea-Aimaments, did I ask you 
any questions about them? No; 1 was and am silent on that haul; 
only wishing 'you good luck, and that you may*not get beaten by the 
Spaniards.” (Dickens hastily draws in his rash horns again; after a 
pass or two, ling's naturud colour returns. ) ^ ^ 

^ » Befipatcli, sslK N 0 v«)»topr -^4 December ^740; Haumer, p. sff. 

VOX,. IV, ^ I 
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“Austria as a Power is necessary against the TurkSi But 
in Germany, .what need o^Austria being so superlative? Why should 
not, say, Three Electors united be able to oppose her? * « Monsieur, 

1 it is your notion in England, as well as theirs in France, td bring 
other Sovereigns under yolr tutorage, and lead them abont Under^ 
stand that I will not be led by either. ^ ^ Tush, you ure like the 
^Athenians, who, when PhiJip^of Macedon was ready to invUde them> 
spent their lime in haranguing!” v 

Dickens, u o << Uetg and JuJich, if we were to guarantee thejh?*'-*- 
King, *‘Hm. Don't hO much mind that Rltine Country# difiiciilties 
there,— Dutch always jealous of one. But, on the other Frontier, 
neither England nor Holland could^iake umbrage,”— points dearly to 
Silesia, then, your Excellency Dickens ?“ 

Alas, yes! Troops and military equipments are, for days 
past, evidently wending towards Frankfurt, towards Crossen, 
and even the Newspapers now hint that something is on hand 
in that quarter. Nay, this same day, Tuesday 6 th December ^ 
there has come out brief Official Announcement, to all the 
Foreign Ministers at Berlin, Excellency Dickens among them, 

‘ That his Royal Majesty, our most all-gracious Herr, has taken 
* the resolution to advance a Body ax Troops into Schlesien,* 
— rather out of friendly views towards Austria (much business 
lying between us about Schh'sien), not out of hostile views by 
any means, as all Excellencies shall assure their respective 
Courts.^2 Announcement which had thrown the Excellency 
Dickens into such a Iramc of mind, before he got his Audience 
today ! — 

Saturday following, which was December loth, Marquis 
de Bcauvau had his Audience of leave ; intending for Paris 
shortly ; Audience very gracious ; covertly hinting, on both 
sides, more than it said ; ending m these words, on the King’s 
side, which h^ /e bedomc famous : “ Adieu, then, M. le Mar- 
'* quis, T bilicve I am going to play your game; if the aces 
“ fall to me, wc will share i^e vais^je crab^jouer voire jeu^ 
“ si les as me viennmt, nous par taf(erons'\\l^^ 

To Botta, all this whr'w*, FriediichiStrove to be specially 
civil; took him out to Charlottenbiirg, that same Saturday, with 
the Queen and other guests ; but Botta. and all the world, being 
now certain about Syesia, and that no amount of mud, or other 
terror on the roads, would be regarded, Botta*s thoughts in 

n Raumcr (from State-Paper Office), pp. 6g, 64, ^ 

Ck)py of the Psq>er iti Kclden^CeschuJite^ 1. 

Voltsdrs, iBwer^s (Si^lo de XV, c. fl), xxviiL 74, 
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evening party are not of cheerful nature. Next day, Sunday 
December i ith, he too gets his Audieifce of leave; and cannot 
help bu;rstiiig-out, when the King plainly tells him what is now 
afoot^ and that the Prussian Ambassador has got instructions 
whkt to oflfer upon it at Vienna* ** ^ire, you are going to ruin 
** the House of Austria,” cried Botta, and to plunge yourself 
^Mnto destruction {veus c^bimer) at the same timet” — <*De- 
pends on the Queen,” said Friedrich, to accept the Offers 
** I have made her ” Botta sank silent, seemed to reflect, but 
gathering himself again, added with an ironical air and tone 
of voice, '*They arc fme Troops, those of yours, Sire. Ours 
** have not the same splendour of appearance; but they have 
** looked the wolf in the face. Think, I conjure you, what you 
“ are getting intol” Friedrich answered with vivacity, a little 
nettled at the ironical tone of Botta, and his mixed sympathy 
and menace: “You find my troops are beautiful; perhaps I 
“ shall convince you they arc good too/’ Yes, Excellency 
Botta, goodish troops; and very capable ‘to look the wolf in 
the face,' — or perhaps iif the tail too, before all endl ‘ Botta 
‘ urged and entreated that at least there should be some delay 
‘ in executing this project. But the King gave him to under- 
‘ stand that it was now too late, and that the Rubicon was 
‘ passed/A^ 

The secret is now out, therefore; Invasion of Silesia cer- 
tain and close at hand. ‘ A day or two before marching,’ may 
have been this very day when Botta got his audience, the King 
assembled bis Chief Generals, all things ready out in the Frank- 
furt -Crossen region yonder; and spoke to them as follows; 
briefly and to the point : 

“Gentlemen, 1 am undertaking a War, in which^^ave no allies 
“ but your valour and your goodwill. My cause is just\my resources 
“ are what we ourselves can do; and the issue lies in Fortune. Re- 
“ member continually the glory which your Ancestors acquired in the 
“ plains of Warsaw, at Fclubellin, and gi the Expedition to Preussen” 
[across the Frische Haf on ice, that time), “ Your lot is in your own 
hands: distinctiotis and rewards wait upon your fine actions which 
“ shall merit th6m, 

“ But what need have * to exgite you to glory? It is the one thing 
you keep before your eyes ; the sole object worthy of your labours. 
“ we are going to front troops who, under Prince Eugene, had the 
“ highest repillutiOn,^ I’hough Prince Eugene is gone, we shall have 
Friedrich’s own Account ii. 57). 
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“ to measure our strength against brave soldiers: the greater triU 13 »e 
the honour if we can c(Jhqucr. Adieu, go forth. I wUl follow you 
straightway, to the xendAvous of glory which awaits us.*^** 

Masked Ball^ h Berlin^ DecmW^ 

On the evening of Monday 1 2th, there was, as usual, Madte^d 
(or Half-Masked) Ball, at the Palace. As usual; but this 
it has become mentionable in World-History. Billfold, 
sonally interested, gives us a vivid glance into it ; — ^which, though 
pretending to be real and contemporaneous, is unfortunately 
mythical only, and done at a great interval of years (dates, and 
even slight circumstances of fact, refusing to conform) ;-**which, 
however, for the truth there is in it, we will give, as better than 
nothing. Bielfeld’s pretended date is. < Berlin, 15th Decem- 
ber;* should have been 14th, — ^wrong by a day, after one*8 best 
effort ! 

^Berlin, 15M Decemher 1740. As for me, dear SLster, I am like a 

* shuttlecock whom the Kings of Prussia and of England hit with their 
‘ rackets, and knock to and fro. The n’ght before last, I was at the 

* Palace Evening Party (/IssemdUe) ; which is a sort of Bdl, where you 

* go in domino, but without mask on the face. The Queen was theie, 

* and all the Couit, About eight o^clock the King also made his ap- 

* pearance. IIis Majesty, noticing M. de G * ** (that is de Guidiken, 
or Guy Dickens), * English Minister, addressed him ; led him into the 

* embrasure of a window, and talked alone with him for more than an 
^ hour’ (uncertain, probably apocryphal this). * I threw, from lime to 

* time, a stolen glance at this dhdogue, which appeared to me to be very 
‘ lively. A moment aflei, being just dancing with Madame the CounteSs 

* de — ThrtC’Astensks ^ — I felt myseK twitched by the dommo; and turn- 

* ing, was much surprised to see that it was the King ; who look me 
^ aside, and said, Are yoiu; booto oiled (P^J boites sQni-dles grtdssies^ 

^ Are you read^-'for a jourriey)?” I replied, ** Sire, they will always 
‘ be so for Majesty’s seivice.” — “Well, then, Truchsess and you 
‘ are for England ; the day after tomorrow you go. Speak to de 

* Podewils 1”— rThis was said like a flash of lightning. His Majesty 

* passed into another apartment; and I, I went to finish my minuet 
‘ with the Lady; who had beexi not less astoxfisbed to see me disappear 

* from her eyes, m the middle of the dance, than I was at wliat the 
King said to me.’*® Next morning, I*— 

The fact is, next®moming, Truchsess and I began prepare 
tion for the Court of London, — and we did there, for mjny 
iponths afterwards, strive out best to keep the Pritannic Ma«» 
(Bmfm d^ Brldlnct li. BielfeM^ i« «6;, iM, 
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jesty in some Icind of tune, amid th| prevailing discord of 
events fact interesting to some* iVia the other fact, inter* 
esftihg to everybody, though Bielfeld has not mentioned it, is, 
That King Friedrich, the same nextanoming, punctually ‘at 
the stroke of 9,' rolled away Frankfurt-ward, — into the First 
Silesian War! Tuesday M3th DAember, this morning, the 

* King, privately quitting the Ball, has gone* (after some little 
snatch Of sleep, we will hope) ‘for Frankfurt, to put himself at 
^the head of his Troops. Bellona his companion for long 
years henceforth, instead of IMsnerva and the Muses, as he had 
been anticipating.. 

Hetcbyis like to be fulfilled (except that Friedrich himself 
is perhaps this ‘little stone*) what Friedrich prophesied to his 
Voltaire, the day after hearing of the Kais^'r's Death : ‘ I be- 

* lieve there will, by June next, be more talk of cannon, sol- 

* diers, trenches, than of actresses, and dancers for the ballet 
‘ This small Event changes the entire system of Europe. It is 
‘ the little stone which Nebuchadnezzar saw, in his dream, 

* loosening itself, and rciling down on the Image made of Four 
‘ Metals, which it shivers to ruin.’^® 

W Diclcens (in State-Paper Office), T3th^J)ccembcr 1740; see also Helden-Ce* 
Khickte, i, 452; &c. &c. 

IS Friedrich to Voltaire, busy gathering actors at that time, 26th Oct. 1740 
{fEuvtfs dt FrSddric, xxu. 49), 



B@OK XII. 


FIRST SILESIAN WAR, AWAKENING A GENERAL 
EUROPEAN ONE. BEGINS. 

C. 

December 1740 — May 1741. 


CHAPTER I. 

OF SCHLESIKN, OR SILESIA. 

SciiLESiEN, what we call Silesia, hes in elliptic shape, spread 
on the top of Europe, partly giit with mountains, like the crown 
or crest to that part of the Earth ; — highest table*land of Ger- 
many or of the Cisalpine Countries ; and sending rivers into 
all the seas. The summit or highest level of it is in the south- 
west; longest diameter, IS from north-west to south-east. From 
Crossen, whither Friedrich is now driving, to the Jablunka Pass, 
which issues upon Hungary, is above 250 miles ; the axis^ there- 
fore, or longest diameter, of our Ellipse we may call 250 Eng- 
lish miles; — its shortest or conjugate diameter, from Friedland 
in Bohemia (Wallenstein’s old Friedland), by Breslau across 
the Oder to the Polish Frontier, is about 100. The total area 
of Schlesien is ntSTinted* to be some 20,000 square miles, nearly 
the third of Hyland Proper. 

Schlesien, — will the reader learn to call it by that name, 
on occasion? for in these sad Manuscripts of ours the name^ 
alternate, — is a fine, fertile, Useful and l:teautiful Country. It 
leans sloping, as wc hinted, to the East and to the North; a 
long curved buttress of Mountains Rmefigdirge^ Giant Moun- 
tains/’ is their best-known name in foreign countries) holding 
it up on the South and West sides. This Giant-Mountain Range, 
^which is a kind of continuation of the SaxonuBohemian 
“ Metal Mountains {Srstg^pirgey* and of the Straggling Lausits 
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Mountains, to westward ofthese^ — shapes itself like V bill-hook 
(pr eUiptically, as was said) r handle at^ hook together may be 
^ some aoo miles in length. The prectpitous side of this is, in 


^enjferal|^ turned outwards, towards pahmen, Msihren, Ungam 
'Bohemia, Moravia, Hungary, in our 8ialects) ; and Sehlesien 


lies inside, irregularly sloping dow|^, towards the Baltic and 
towards the utmost East. From* the Bohemian side of these 
Mountains there rise Two Rivers : Elbe, tending for the West ; 
Motawa fer the South ; — Morawa, crossing Moravia, gets into 
the Donau, and thence into the lUack-Sea; while Elbe, after 
intricate adventures among tlfe mountains, and then prosper- 
ously across the plains, is out, with its many ships, into the 
Atlantic. Two rivers, wo say, from the Bohemian or steep 
side: and again, from the Silesian side, there rise other Two, 
the Oder and the Wcichsel ( Vistula ) ; whicn start pretty near 
one another in the South-East, and, after wide windings, get 
both into the Baltic, at a good distance apart. 

For the first thirty, or in parts, fifty milcb from the Moun- 
tains, Silesia slopes somewhat rapidly; and is still to be called 
a Hill-country, rug^o 1 extensive elevations diversifying it; but 
after that, the slope is gentle, and at length insensible, or notice- 
able only by the way the waters run. Fioin the central part of 
it, Schlesien pictures itself to you as a plain; growing ever 
flatter, ever sandier, as it abuts on the monotonous endless 


sand-flats of Poland, and the Brandenburg territories; nothing 
but Boundary Stones with their biass inscriptions marking 
where the transition is; and only some Fortified Town, not far 
off, keeping the door of the Country secure in that quarter. 

On the other hand, the Mountain part of Schlesien is very 
picturesque; not of Alpine height anywhere (the Schnec-Koppe 
itself is under 5,000 feet), so that verdure anH'^^jrest wood fail 
almost nowhere among the Mountains ; and multi^tlcx industry, 
besung by rushing torrents and the swift young rivers, nestles 
itself high up ; and from wheat-husbandry, madder and maize 
husbandry, to damask-weaving, il^etalliirgy, charcoal-burning, 
tar-distillery, Schlesien has many trades, and has long been 
expert and busy at them to a high degree. A very pretty Ellip- 
sis, or irregular Oval, on the summit of the European Conti- 
n«nt; — “like the palm of a left-liand well strctched-out, with 
the Riesengfibirge for thumb T* said a certain Herr to me, stretch- 
ing out his arm ft that fashion towards the north-west. Palm, 
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vr^li &tretched-out» measuring 250 miles; and the crossi^way 
ICO. “there are stiU Wavers in Schlesien; the Kat?ibach River 
has gold grains in it, a tcind of Pactolus not npw worth work- 
ing ; and in the scraggy JpneBome pine-woods, grimy individuals, 
With kindled mounds of pine-branches and' smoke carefully kept 
down by sods, are sweating-out a substance which they inform 
you is to be tar. ^ 

Historical Epochs of Schlesien ;^af ter the Quads and 
Marchmen^ 

Who first lived in Schlesien, or lived long since in it, there 
is no use in asking, nor in telling if one knew. ' The Quadi 
and the Lygii,‘ says Dryasdust, in a groping manner: Quadi 
and consorts, in the fifth or sixth Century, continues he with 
more confidence, shifted Romc-ward, following the general track 
of contemporaneous mankina ; weak remnant of Quadi was 
thereupon overpowered by Slavic populations, and their Coun- 
try became Polish, which the eastern rim of it still essentially is. 
That was the end of the Quadi m those parts, says History. 
But they cannot speak nor appeal for themselves; History has 
them much at discretion. Rude burial urns, with a handful of 
ashes in them, have been dug up in differefit place? ; these are 
all the Archives and Histories the Quadi now have. It appears 
their name signifies Wicked, They are those poor Quadi 
( Wicked People) who always go along with the Marcomaimi 
(Marchmen), in the bcadroli Histories one reads; and I almost 
guess they must have been of the same stock: “Wickeds and 
Borderers considered, on both sides of the Border, to belong 
to the Dangerous Classes in those times. Two things are cer- 
tain i First, quad and its derivatives have, to this day, in the 
speech of ru^^ Germans, something of that meaning, — * ne- 
farious,* at kjast ‘injurious,* ‘hateful, and to be avoided:* for 
example, quadA^y ’a nettle-bum;’ ^»^^chen, ‘to smash* (say^ 
your thumb while hammering) ; &c. &c. And then a second 
thing: The Polish equivalentVord is Zle ^Biisching says Zlezi ) ; 
hence 2^/^?2ien, Schle^xtruy meaning merely Badhnd, ^adland, 
what we might call or Country where you get into 

Trouble. That is the*etymology, or what passes for such. As 
to the History of Schlesien, hitherwards of these burial uAs ’■ 
dug up in different places, I notice, as not yet^entir^fly buriable, 
Tbtee Epochs, 



Chap. I. OF schlfsienJ , tat 

X3th-i<5th Dec. t^40. , ^ ) 

FintEfoch; ChrUtiafdty: A.\). $£6. Introduction of Christianity; 
to the length of founding a Bishoprick lhaj *year, so hopeful were the 
aspects; Bishoprick ofSchmogeri^ (Sch^/^^Tara, dim little Village 
still discoverable on the Polish frontier, not far from the Town of Nams- 
lau); Bislioprick which, after one removal farther inward, got across 
the Oder, to Wratislavi*^ which we jiow call Breslau; and sticks 
there, as Bishoprick of Breslau, to this day. Year 966 : it was in Adal- 
bert, our Prussian Saint ^nd Missionary’s younger time. Preaching, 
by zealous jjjolacks, must have been going on, while Adalbert, Bright 
in Nobleness, ^was studying at Magdeburg, and iipeningfor high things 
in the general estimation. Tins a new gift from the Polacks, this 
of Christianity; an infinitely more important one than that nickname of 
Zlezieiu^' 01 stuck ii])on the pooi Country, had been. 

I P'th y irct \fiadttally tu loose /70m Poland A.D. 1139- 
1159. 1 'wenly yeats of great trouble in Poland, which wtie of lasting 
benefit to bihle^ien. In 1139 the Polack Kmg, r vo.y potent Majesty 
wht'' \ could uM but do nob die I; lud left his Dominions shared 
by lumUua! hequrst iniong Ins five soih Punctual bcqiicst di<i avail; 
but til* eldest bon (who was King, "Od hid Schlesien with much else 
to hi >hin') began to cncioach, to *’,ia p upon which the others rose 
upon hnn. Hung him out into exile; icdividcd ; and hoped now they 
might luve (untt Hoped, l^ut weit disappointed ; and C(»ald come to 
no sine baigain for the nc\t twuny yeais, — not till ‘the eldest brother,’ 
first autlu . f llu‘^c siiifcs, ‘died an exile m Holstein,’ or was just 
about dying 1 1 had igrttd to take Schlesien foi all claims, and be 
quiet thencetorth. 

Hn, this eldest’s, Thiee Soii^ did accordingly, in 1159, get Schlc- 
sirn instead of him, tlien unclis proving hoiiouralde Schlesien thereby 
w Tb 4 appy enough to get cut loo‘e fiom Pol ind, and to continue loose; 
steeimg a couisc of its own, — puting fiithei and faithei from Poland 
and Us habits and toi tunes. These Ihiee Sons, of the late Polish Ma- 
jesty who died m exile 111 Holstun, aic the “ Piasl Dukes,” much talked 
of in Silesian Histones: ol whose meiits I specify this only, That they 
so soon as possible dio\e to be German, They we;e Progenitors of all 
the “Piast Uakes,” Pioprietors of bphlesien thence!of»^», till the last of 
them died-out in 1675, — and a certain Pr^(>t 7 IntdefyiTf^ihcj hod en- 
tered into could not take effect at that lime. Their menu as Sovereign 
Dukes seem to have been considera\>le ; a certain piety, wisdom and 
nobleness of mind not r^>je among th^m ; and no doubt it was partly 
their merit, if paitly also their good luck, that they look to Geimany, 
and leant thitherward; steering looser and looser from Poland, in their 
new circumstances. They themselves by degrees became altc'gether 
Geiman ; their Countries, by silent imniigiarion, introduction of the 
arte, the composures and sobrieties, became essentially so. On the 
eastern nm tjiere is still a Polack remnant, its territories very sandy, its 
coudition very bad i- remnant which surely ought to cease its Polack 
jargon, and team some dialect of intelligible Teutsch| as the first con^ 
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ijtwm of improremcnt lo, a.11 oth^ parts Teutsch reigns; ^4 Scftlet- 
sient a gieea abundant tfJoUatry; Ml of metallurgy, dainaslc^uruavin|(» 
]pfajn-husbandry, — ^instead #of gasconade, gilt anarchy, rags, dirt^ and 
Nie JPowwalam* 

Kti. 1327; Get complttdy cut loose. Hie Piast Dukes, whp soOn 
ceased to be Pobsh, and hung rather upon Bohemia, and thereby u^on 
Germany, made a great step^n that direction, when King Johuno, old 
hh-Dun whom we ought to lecollcct, peisuaded most of them, all 
of them but two, ^ petto Ot to become Feudfttoiies (Quasi-Feuda^ 

torie<!, but of j sovcTcit^m soit) to his Crovin of Bohemia 'fhe two Vho 
stood out, resisting piijrci and price, were the Duke of Jauer and the 
Duke of Schwt idint/,— lofty miiidcJi gentlemen, peihaps a thought too 
lofty. But the^e also Johann’s son, little Kaisei Karl IV., ^mariying 
their heiress,’ eoiitrj\ed to bung m,--one fruitful adventure of little 
Karl’s, among the in iny wasteful he made, in the German Reich* 
Schltbien is henctfoith a bit ot the Kingdom of Bohemia; indissolubly 
hooked to Crcuinn>, nid i 1 progicss m the aiU and composures, under 
wise Pmts vutli immigialm , ( rcimans, we guess to have become doubly 
rapid ' 

Tkitd Ppoch idopi th l\ fot motion AD. 141/^-1517 Schlesien, 
hanging to folRimi n’ tin nminci c\Uiici\<l^ idoptcd lluss’s doc- 
trines; still moic (.xtciiMvtly I nthet’^ tUit was a difficult ddhiei'l 
m its lot, though, J bclicvt, an uns cak«ibly pietious ont It cost above 
a Century of sad tumulis, 7 isci V\ai , ni> ibovc Two t tn tunes in- 
cluding the sad Ihutj } e us ai, - \\ln< h miriic , in Bohcima Pro 
pti, u Cl c sonic nines v civ sad md even houible Bnt Srhltsien, the 
outlying Counlr) did in ilH Ins, siiftci less than Bohemu Pi oper, and 
did not lose it'' I vnn < lical Docli nc in result is uafoitimale Bohemia 
did, and sink into sliuti h Miniti rl torpoi, hm big c riiufiM s of ji 
panned fin b) the u lysuU ’ 0 f>iiji ju the u aisc of subsiqueut >cais, 
uaiued oi Pcaic, it \\ is ik ii doiiij so line aie the steps, or unavail- 
ing counter steps, in tint liiKi dnulion 

AD 1537 Otiuuul, 1 v\( k’j ) t 7 1 ih) uia ttnjr ^ Duke of 
Liegnitz, and ofotlui c'^Lin i\c lu iti^c m lum Dccloi Iholheihood 
with Km Biandj vinn • ')< d ii’il ^ and so fai as might be, 

rubbed out and^nmliihlcd > > tbenben King of Bohemm, subsequently 
Kaisci heitlnrond J , Kul V ’ Biotin r Duke ol 1 icgnUz had to givc- 
up his parchments, and bcconu zero m that matter. Kur Brandenlmig 
entirely lefiised to do so, kept J is pudimuits, to see if they would not 
turn to something • • 

A D 1624 bcblesien, especially the then Duke off icgnit?' (peat- 
grandson of the Eib >^hudii un^ 'mc), and poor Jolnmi (/cuige, i)uke 
of Jagcmdcirf, cadet of Jlie then Kur Brandenbmg, went 'uatmly ahead 
into the Winter- King project, first fire of the Thirty-years War; suffer- 
ings from Papal encroachment, m high quarters, being leally eJctre&e. 
Warmly ahead; and had to smart sharply for it ;--^oor}$hann George 
1 Basching, SrdbcffAretbun^, viii. 7^5, Hfibner, t 94. 
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TWth foriciture of J'4gemdorf, with Kdche^^Acht (Baa of Iho hjnpjre), 
aai total rum; fighting against which he $<#n fliwl. Act of Ban autl 
Forfeiture was done lyraailously, Sdd mo*: men ; .'tnd it was persist al 
in ecjually so, till men ceased speaking of it;— Jagenidorf Duchy, fruit 
of the Act, was held by Austria, ever afteif in defiance of the Laws of 
the Reich. Religious Oppression lay heavy on Protestant Schlesien 
thenceforth; and many lukewarm indivWualities were brought back to 
Orthodoxy by that method, successful in the diligent hkilled hands of 
Jesuit Reverend Fathers, with fiscals and soldiers in the rear of them. 

Kih 164s, Treaty of Westphalia mended nmcli of this, and set fair 
limits to Papist encroachment; — liad said Treaty been kept: but how 
cQidd it ? By Orthodox Authoriiy, anxious to recover lost souls, or at 
least to have loyal subjects, it was publicly kepi in name; and tacitly, 

. iijL substance, it was violated more and more. Of the ** Blossoming of 
Silesian Literature,’* spoken of in Books; of the T*oct Opitx, Poets 
Logau, Hoffmannswaldau, who burst into a kind of Song betler or 
worse at this Peritx^l, we will remember nothing; out rei]ucst the reader 
to remember it, if lie is tunefully given, or thinks it a good symptom pf 
Schlesien. 

A,D. 1707. Treaty of Altranstadt ; between Kaiser Joseph I. and 
Karl XIL Swedish Karl, marching ihiough those paith, — out of Po- 
land, in chase of Aujjusl th^ I’liy'-ically Strong, to wauls Fixony, there 
to beat him soft, — was waited upon by Silesian Deputalion.s of a lament- 
able nature; was entrcate<J, lor the love of Clirist and Ills Jwangel, to 
“Protect us poor Protestants, and got the Treaty of Weslphalia ob- 
served on our behalf, and fair-play shonn !” Which Karl did; Kaiser 
Joseph, with such weight of French Wat lying on him, being much 
struck with the lone of that dangeious Swede. 'Fhe I’ope rebuked 
Kaiser Joseph for Mich compliance in iht* Silesian matter: “ Holy Fa- 
ther,” answeied lhi.s Kaiser tnot of distinguished orthodoxy in the 
House), “lam too glad he did not ask me to become Lutheran; I 
know not how I should have helped myself T’" 

These are the Three P 3 pochs ; — most things, in respect of 
this Third or Reformation Epoch, steppmg .n^^adily downward 
hitherto. As to the Fourth Ep^)ch, dating * 13*1!' Dec. 1740/ 
'which contimies, up to our day and farther, and is me final and 
crowning Epoch of Silesian History, — read in the following 
Chapters. ^ 

* ^^iMis>-Qesehichie{yr\\x. 2^8-593): BOsching, JFnf- 

heschreihu*t^ 700*739 ): tlcinrich Wultke, FriedHcfis des Groj,sen Besiis- 

erp-ei/nn^ vrn (ScijcMfc of Silesia by Friedrich, 2 voll. Leipzig, 1843), I 

mentwu only lest ingenttoiis readen* should be tempted Iw the Title to buy it. Wuttke 
begins at the Creation of tKeWprld: and having, in two heavy volumes, at last stmg- 
g 1 e 4 down elose ^0 or SeiAire iu question, calls halt; and sunds 

(at oa&e» wo wUl hope) immovably there for the seventeen years since. 
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•«;hapter II. 

FRIEDRiCJp MARCHES ON CLOCAt;, 

At what hour Friedrich ceased dancing on that 
Ball-night of Biclfeld’s, and how long he slept after, or whether 
at all, no Bielfeld even mythically says : but next mornitig, as 
is patent to all the world, Tuesday 13th tJecember 1740* at 
the stroke of nine, he steps into his carriage ; and with small 
escort rolls away towards Fraiikfurt-on-Oder out upon an 
Enterprise which will have results for himself and others. 

Two youngish military men, Adjutant-Generals both, Were 
with him, Wartenslcben, Borck ; both once fellow Captains in 
the Potsdam Giants, and much in his intimacy ever since. 
Wartenslcben wc once saw at Brunswick, on a Masonic occa- 
sion ; Borck, whom we here see for the first time, is not the 
Colonel Borck (properly Major-General) who did the Herstal 
Operation lately ; still less is he the venerable old Minister, 
Marlborough Veteran, and now t'itId-Marshal Borck, whom 
Hotham treated with, on a certain occasion. There are numer- 
ous Borcks always in the King’s service ; nor are these three, 
except by loose cousinry, related to one another. The Borcks 
all come from Stettin quarter; a brave kindred, and old enough, 
— ** Old as the Devil, Das ist so old als de Borcken und di 
Dilwel” says the Pomeranian Proverb ; — the Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, a junior member of the clan, chances to be the notablest 
of them at this moment. Wartenslcben, Borck, and a certain 
Colonel von dcr Golz, whom also the King much esteems, these 
are his company on this drive. For escort, or guard of honour 
out of Berlin te? v^iC next stages, there is a small body of Hus^ 
sars, Lifeguavd and other Cavalry, • perhaps 500 horse in all.* 

They drive rapidly, through the gray winter ; reach Franje-^ 
furt-on-Oder, sixty miles or more ; where no doubt there is 
military business waiting. ^ They are fo,jward, on the niorrow, 
for dinner, forty miles farther, a small Town called Crossen, 
which looks over into Silesia ; and is, for the present, head- 
quarters to a Prussian Army, standing ready there add in the 
environs. Standing ready, or hourly marching in, and rende*- 
vousing ; now about 38,000 strong, horSe and foot. A Rear- 
guard of Ten or Twelve Thousand will maw:h fthm Berlin in 
1 fftUlM-GitcAicktf, L 45a; Preusb, p. 45^. 
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two days, pause hereabouts, and follow according to circum- 
stances : Prussian Army will then jJI some 40,000 in alL 
Schwerin has bqen Commander, manager and mainspring of 
the business hitherto: henceforth it«s to be the King; but 
Schwerin under him will still have a Division of his own. 

Among the Regiments, we niticc ‘ Schulenburg Horse- 
Grenadiers/ — come along from Landsberg hither, these Horse- 
Grenadiers, with little Schulenburg at the head of them ; — 

• Dragoon Regiment Bayreuth,* ‘ Lifeguard Carbineers,* ' Der- 
schau of Foot ]* and other Regiments and figures slightly known 
to us, or that will be better known. Rearguard, just getting 
un 4 or way at Berlin, has for leaders the Prince of Holstein- 
Beck (** Holstein- say wags, since the Principality 
went all to Silver-Plate) and the Hereditarj Piijicc of Anhalt- 
Dessau, whom we called the Young Dessaiicr, on the Strasburg 
Journey lately : Rearguard, we say, is of 12,000 ; mam Army 
is 28,000 ; Horse and Foot are in the proportion of about i to 
3. Artillery ‘ consists of 20 three-pounders ; 4 twelve-pounders ; 

• 4 howitzers (JHfaubiisefi^\ 4 big mortars, calibre fitiy-pounds ; 

• and of Artillerymen 166 m all’ 

With this Force the young King has, on his own basis 
(pretty much in spite of all the world, as we find now and 
afterwards), determined to invade Silesia, and lay hold of the 
Property he has long had there ; — not computing, for none 
can compute, the sleeping whirlwinds he may chance to awaken 
thereby. Thus lightly does a man enter upon Enterprises which 
prove unexpectedly momentous, and shape the whole remainder 
of his days for him ; crossing the Rubicon as it were in his 
sleep. In Life, as on Railways at certain points, — whether 
you know it or not, there is but an inchrtlsfcr y^ay or that, into 
what tram you are shunted ; but try to get ouj of it again I 
** The man is mad, cethomme-lh est folT' said Loiiis XV. when 
he heard it.® 

JPritdrich of Croftsen^ and stHl in his 07 vn Territory y 
i 4 ih-t 6 lA Deer, steps into Schlesien, 

At all events, the man means to try : — and is here dining 
at Crossen, noon of Wednesday the i4tli; certain important 

T List jn IteMm-Ce 9 ckick(e 4 i* 453 * 

» Rauu^r, (English Trsnslntion, c^Ied Frederick If, and his Timss ; 

ffism BriiUk Staie>^Fa^ Office very indistinct poot Book, ia 

fiomparispif yritb what |t might havo h^n), jp, 73 (a4th Dec, 1^40). 
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persons, — especially tvio Silesian Gentlemen, deputed from 
Grunberg, the nearest SKesian Town, who have come across 
the border on business, -^having the honour to dine with him* 
To whom his manner is^lively and affable j lively in mood, as 
if there lay no load upon ^is spirits. The business of these 
two Silesian Gentlemen, a Baron von Hocke one of them, a 
Baron von Kestlitz the other, was To present, on the part of 
the Town and Arat of Griinberg, a solemn Protest against this 
meditated entrance on the Territory of Schlesien; Government 
itself, from Breslau, ordering theVn to do so. Protest was duly 
presented ,* Friedrich, as his manner is, and continues to be 
on his march, glances politely into or at the Protest ; hands 
it, in silence, to some page or secretary to deposit in the due 
pigeon-hole or waste-basket; and invites the tw,o Silesian Gen’* 
tlemen to dine with him ; as, we see, they have the honour to 
do. “He {Er) lives near Grunberg, then, Mein Herr von 
Hocke ?” “ Close to it, Ihro MajesidL My poor mansion, 
Schloss of Dcutsch-Kessel, is some fifteen miles hence ; how 
infinitely at your Majesty’s sci vice, Should the march prove 
inevitable, and go that way 1” — “ Well, perhaps 1 ” I find Fried- 
rich did dine, the second day hence, with one of these Gentle- 
men ; and lodged with the other, (Government at Breslau has 
ordered such Protest, on the part of the Frontier populations 
and Official persons : and this is all that comes of it. 

During these hours, it chanced that the big Bell of Crossen 
dropped from its steeple, — fulness of time, or entire rottenness 
of axletvee, being at last completed, at this fateful moment. 
Perhaps an ominous thing ? Friedrich, as Caesar and others 
have done, cheerfully interprets the omen to his own advant- 
age : “ Sign th;:.i the fligh is to be brought low says Fried- 
rich. Were^^thc march-routes, wagon-trains, and multifarious 
adjustments perfect to the last item here at Crossen, he will 
’ with much cheerfulness step into Silesia, independent of all 
Grunberg Protests and falKi Bells, o 

On the second day he does actually cross; ‘the regiments 

* marching in, at different points ; some reaching as far as 

* miles in.' It ic Friday i6th Dec. 1740; there has a 
game begun which will last long ! They went through the 
Village of Lasgen ; that was the first point of SUej^an ground 
(“Circle of Schwiebu^/’ our old frieUd, is off the left near by) ; 
and ‘ Schwerin's Regiment was the foremost.' Others cross 
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more to the left or right ; ‘ marchihg t]jrough the Vfllage of 
Lessen/ and other dim Villajges and little Towns^ round and 
beyond Gtiinberg ; all regiments and divisions bearing upon 
Grtlnberg and the Great {load ; but arftstically portioned out, 
—several miles in breadth (for the i^ike of quarters), and, as 

generally the rule, about a day's inarch in length. This 
evening nearly the whole Army was on Silesian ground. 

Printed^* Patent’ or Proclamation, bi icily assuring all Si- 
lesians, of whatever rank, condition ot$ religion, “That we 
have come as friends to them, ^nd will protect ali persons in 
their privileges, and molest no peaceable moital,” is posted on 
Church-doots, and extensively distiibutcd by hand. Soldiers 
ate forbidden, ‘under penalty ot the lods,’ Offictis under that 
of ‘cassation with infamy,’ to take anything, .vithout first bar- 
gaining and paying rcady-moncy lor it. On these terms tlie 
Silesian villages chceriully enough ^icccpt then new guests, in- 
teresting to the rural mmd ; and though the billeting was 
rather heavy, ‘as many as 24 srildicis to a rominon Farmer 
{Gartmry no complaints %cic made. In one Schlobs, where 
the owners had fled, and no human 1 espouse was to be had 
by the wayworn soldiery, there did occui some breakages and 
impatient kickings about; which it gueved his Majesty to 
hear of, neirt morning ; — in one, not in more. 

Official persons, wc perceive, study co be absolutely pas- 
Sive. This was the Burgermcisici’s <oiusc at Grunberg to- 
night ; Grunberg, first Town on the Frontiei, sets an example 
of passivity which cannot be surpassed. Piussian troops being 
at the Gate of Grunberg, Bui germeister and adjuncts sitting 
in a tacit expectant condition in their Townhall, there arrives 
a Pnissian Lieutenant requiring of the BttrgTi. :mster the Key 
of said Gate. “To deliver such Key ? Would to Cod I durst, 
“ Mein Herr Lieutenant ; but how dare I ! T here^s the Key 
“ lying : but to give it— You arc not the Queen of Hungary’s 
“ OfficcW, I doubt ?*' — “Jhc Prussiai^, Lieutenant has to put out 
hand, and take the Key ; which he leadily does. And on the 
morrow, in returning It, when the march recommences, there 
are the same phenomena 1 Burgcrmcistei; or assistants dare 
not for the life of them touch that Key ; It lay on the table ; 
and ^nay again, in the course of Providence, come to he ! — 
The l^russia^ Lieutenant lays it down accordingly, and hurries 
put, with a grin on his face. There was mUch small laughter 
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over thls'transaetidn; Majesty himself laughing *it. 

Higher perfection of ^ssivity no Biirgermeister could $hDvr. 

The march, as reaiers understand, is towards Glogau ; a 
strongish Garrison To^n* now some 40 miles ahead ; the feey 
of Northern Schlesien. Griinberg (where my readers onCe 
slept for the night, in the late King’s time, though they hive 
forgotten it) is the first and only considerable Town on the 
hither side of Glogau. On to Glogau, I rather perceive, the 
Army is in good part provisioned before starting : after Glogau, 
— ^we must see. Breacl-wagonSj.Baggage*'Wagonfi, Ammunition- 
and-Artillery wagons, all is in order; Army artistically por- 
tioned out. That is the form of march ; With Glogau ahead. 
King, as we said above, dines with his Baron von Hocke, at 
the Schloss of Deutsch-Kessel, short way beyond Griinberg, 
this first day : but he by no means loiters there ; — cuts across, 
a dozen miles westward, through a country where his vanguard 
on its various lines of march ought to be arriving ; — and goes 
to lodge, at the Schloss of Schweinitz, with his other Baron, 
the Von Kestlitz of Wednesday at Crossem'^ This is Friday 
1 6th December, his first night on Silesian ground. 

What Glogau^ and the Government at Breslau^ did upon it 

Silesia, in the way of resistance, is not in the least prepared 
for him, A month ago, there were not above 3,000 Austrian 
Foot and 600 Horse tn the whole Province : neither the mili- 
tary Governor Count Wallis, nor the Imperial Court, nor any 
Official Person near or far, had th"? least anticipation of such 
a Visit. Count Wallis, who commands in Glogau, did in per- 
son, nine or ten jd^vs ago, as the rumours rose ever higher, 
run over to Crflsscn ; saw with his eyes the undeniable there ; 
and has b^h zealously endeavouring ever since, what he could, 
to take measures. Wallis is now shut in Glogau ; his second, 
the now Acting Governor, General Browne, a still more re- 
flective man, is doing likewise his utmoA ; but on forlorn terms, 
and without the least guidance from Court. Browne has, by 
violent industry, raked together, from Mahren and the neigh- 
bouring countries, <sertam fractions which raise his Force to 
7,000 Foot : these he throws, in small parties, into the^ de* 
fpnsiWe points ; or, in larger, into the Chief Garrisons. Neif 
4 U 459^ ' 



ciap,ir, FRIEDRICH MARCHES ON GLOGftU. 129 

s6th Dee. 3740. < I I 

Cavalry be cannot get ; the old 600 Horse he keeps for him- 
self all the marching Army he has.® ^ 

Fain would he get possession of Breslau, and throw^n 
some garrison there ; but cannot. Neither be nor Wallis could 
compass that. Breslau is a City divided against itself, on this 
matter; full of emotions, of expeejations, apprehensions for 
and against. There is a Supreme Silesian Government (Oder- 
Amt^ ‘ Head‘Oifice,* kind of Austrian Vice-Royalty) in Breslau ; 
and thereois, on Breslau’s own score, a Town-Rath ; strictly 
Catholic both tliese, Vienna the breath of their nostrils. But 
then also there are forty-four hicorporated Trades ; Oppressed- 
Protestant in majority ; to whom Vienna is not breath, but 
rather the want of it. Lastly, the City calls itself Free ; and 
has crabbed privileges still valid ; a jus preesidir' (or right 
to be one’s own garrison) one of them, and the most inconve- 
‘ nient just now. Breslau is a Reichs-Stadt ; in theory, sove- 
reign member of the Reich, and supreme over its own affairs, 
even as Austria itself : — and the truth is, old Theory and new 
Fact, resolved not to quarrel, have lapsed into one another’s 
arms in a quite inextridSible way, in Breslau as elsewhere I 
With a Head Government which can get no orders from Vi- 
enna, the very Town-Rath has little al.icrity, inclines rather 
to passivity like Griinbcrg ; and a silent population threatens 
to become vocal if you press upon it. 

Breslau, that is to say the Ober-Amt has sent courier 
on courier to Vienna for weeks past : not even an answer ; — 
what can Vienna answer, with Kur-Baiern and others threat- 
ening war on it, and only 10,000/. in its National Purse? 
Answer at last is, ** Don*t bother ! Danger is not so near. 
Why spend money on couriers, and get imo such a taking T* 
General Wallis came to Br<$slau, after he had seen at 
Grossen ; and urged strongly, m the name of : elf-preserva- 
tion, first law of Nature, to get an Austrian real ciarrison in- 
troduced ; wished much (horrible to think of I) ‘the suburbs 
should be burnt, and^better ramjarts raised but could not 
succeed in any of these points, nor even mention some of them 
in a public manner. ** You shall have a Protestant for com- 
^ mandant,” suggested Wallis ; “there is Count von Roth, Sile- 

iit u 4S5; total of Austrian Force seems to bo 

9, 800 hdrse 

^ VOU IV* . K 
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$ian*Ltttberdh, an excellent Soldiet !**•—“ Thanks/* answer^ 
we can defend ourselves ; we had rather not have any V* 
And the Breslau Burghfrs havCi accordingly, aet to drill them*^ 
Selves; arc bringing out old cannoh in quantity; repairing 
breaches ; veiy strict iE sentry-work : ** P^ectly able to de- 
fend our City, — so far as^.we see good V* — Tue^ay last, De^ 
cember 1 3th (the very day Friedrich left Berlin), as this matt^ 
of the Garrison, long urged by the Ober-Amt, had at last been 
got jigteed to by the Town-Rath, ‘on proviso of ^consulting 
the Incorporated Trades/ or at least consulting their Guilds 
Masters, who arc usually a sitent folk, — the Guild-Masters 
suddenly became in part vocal ; and their Forty-four Guilds 
unusually so : — and there was tumult in Breslau, in the Salr- 
Ring (big central Square or marketplace, which they call J^tng) 
such as had not been ; idle population, and guild-brethren of 
suspicious humour, gathering in multitudes into and round the 
fine old Townhall there ; questioning, answering, in louder 
and louder key ; at last bellowing quite m alt ; and on the 
edge of flaming into one knew not what — till the matter of 
Austrian Garrison (much more, of burning the suburbs 1 ) had 
to be dropt ; settled in what way we see. 

Head Government yOber-Amt) has, through its Northern- 
official people, sent Protest, strict order to the Silesian Popu- 
lation to look sour on the Prussians : — and we saw, in conse- 
quence, the Two Silesian Gentlemen did dine with Friedrich, 
and he has returned their visits ; and the Mayor of Griinberg 
wouW not touch his keys. Head Government is now redact- 
ing a ' Patent,” or still more solemn Protest of its own ; which 
likewise it will affix in the Salz-Rmg here, and present to King 
Friedrich : and tfiis, — except * dispatching by boat down the 
river a great dtji"onncal to Glogau,’ which was an important 
quiet thing,-fof Wallis’s enforcing, — is pretty much all it can 
do. No Austrian Garrison can be got in (^‘ Perfectly able to 
defend ourselves !”)•— let Government and Wallis or Browne 
contrive as they may. And as to burnjpg the suburbs, better 
not whisper of that again. Breslau feels, or would fain feel 
itself “ perfectly able — has at any rate no wish to be bom- 
barded ; and contains privately a great deal of Protestant 
humour. Of all which, Friedrich, it is not doubted, has notice 
more or less distinct ; and quickens his march the ipore. 

* He'ldm‘i»€Hhkhi€y i. 4^. « 
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* General Browne is at present in the Southei^n parts ; an 
able active man and soldier ; but with %uch a force what can 
he attempt to do ? There are three string places in the Court- 
try, Glogau, then Brieg, both on the 0 <j^r river; lastly Neisse, 
on the Neisse river, a branch of the Oder (one of the four 
Neisse rivets there are in Germanf, mostly in Silesia, — not 
handy to the accurate reader of German Books), Browne is 
in Neisse ; and will start into a strange stare when the flying 
post reaches him : Prussians actually on march ! Debate with 
them, if debate there is to be,^Browne himself must contrive 
to do ; from Breslau, from Vienna, no Government Supreme 
or Subordinate can yield his 8,000 and him the least hdp. 

Glogau, as we saw, means to defend itself ; at least, Gene- 
rd Wallis the Commandant does, in spite of the Glogau public ; 
and is. with his whole might, digging, palisading, getting-in 
meal, salt meat and other provender ; — likewise burning sub- 
urbs, uncontrollable he, in the small place ; and clearing down 
the outside edifices and shj*lters, at a diligent rate. Yesterday, 
1 5th December, he burnt-down the ‘ three Oder-Mills, which 

* lie outside, the big suburban Tavem, also the Ziegel-Scheuna 

* (Tile-Ma’nufactory),’ and other valuable buildings, careless of 
public lamentation, — fire catching the Town itself^ and need- 
ing to be quenched again J Nay, he was clear for burning- 
down, or blowing-up, the Protestant Church, indispensable 
sacred edifice which stands outside the walls : '* Prussians will 
make a blockhouse of it t” said Wallis. A chief Protestant, 
Baron von Something, begged passionately for only twelve 
hours of respite, — to lay the case before his Prussian Majesty. 
Respite conceded, he and another chief Projr.stant had posted 
off accordingly ; and did the next^morning (Friaay i6th), short 
way from Crossen, meet his Majesty’s carriage ; whl^raciously 
pullcd-up for a few instants, and listened to their story. **Meine 
Jfferron^ you are the first that ask a favour of me on Silesian 
ground ; it shall be do»c you 1 ” said the King ; and straight- 
way dispatched, in polite style, his written request to Wallis, 
engaging to make no military use whatever of said Church, 
•but to attack by the other side, if attaak were necessary.’ 
Thu%his Majesty saved the Church of Glogau ; which of course 
was a popul^ act. Getting to sec this Church himself a few 

^ h 473-S. 
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days hence, he said, ♦♦Why, it must come down at any rale, 
and be rebuilt ; so ug<^ a Aing T* 

Wallis is making sftenuous preparation ; forces the waha** 
bitants, even the upper Jcinds of them, tp labour day and nig&t 
by relays, in his rampartings, palisadings ; is for burning iMl 
the adjacent Villages, — atod would have done it, had not the 
peasants themselves turned out in a dangerous state of ihihd* 
He has got together about i,ooo men. His powder, they say, 
is fifty years old ; but he has eatable provender from Breslau^ 
and means to hold-out to the utmost. Readers must admit 
that the Austrian military, Gra^ von Wallis to begin with, — still 
more. General Browne, who is a younger man and has now 
the head charge, — behave well in their present forsaken con- 
dition, Wallis (Graf Franz Wenzel this one, not to be 
confounded with an older Wallis heard of in the late 
Turk War) is of Scotch descent, — as all these Wallises are ; 

‘ came to Austria long generations ago ; Rekksgrafs since 
‘1612 :* — Browne is of Irish; age now thirty-five, ten years 
younger than Wallis. Read this Note on the disting;uished 
Browne : 

♦ A German-Irish Gentleman, this General (ultimately Ficldmarshal) 

* Graf von Biowue; one of those sad exiled Irish JacobiteS, or sons of 
‘ Jacobites, who are fighting in foreign armies ; able and notable men 

* several of them, and this Browne considerably the most so. We shall 

* meet him repeatedly within the next eighteen years. Maximilian- 

* Ulysses Graf von Browme : 1 said he was born German ; Basel his 

* birthplace (23d October 1700, Father also a soldier: he must not be 

* confounded wath a contemporary Cousm of his, who is also ‘*Field- 

* marshal Biowne,” but serves in Pussia, Governor of Riga for a long 

* time in the coming >ears. This Austrian General, Ficldmarshal 
‘ Browme, will by fnd by concern us somewhat; and the reader may 

* take note of 

♦ Who Irish Brothers Btowne, the Fathers of these Marshals 
- ♦ Browne, frere ? I have looked in what Irish Peerages and printed 

* Records there were, but without the least result. One big dropsical 

* Book, of languid quality, called /iing yatnes*^ Irish Army-list, has 

* multitudes of Brownes and Bthers, in an indistinct form ; but the one 

* Browne W'anted, the one Lacy, almost the due Lally, like the part of 

* Hamleti are omitted. There are so many Irish in the like case with 

* these Brownes. A Jl^acy we once slightly saw or heard of; busy in 

* the rolibh-Election time, — ^besieging Santrig (investing bantrig, that 

* Mimnich might besiege it) ; — that Lacy, Governor of Riga, Whom 

' Browne w'ill succeed, i$ also Irish: a conspicuous Russian 

* man; and wiU<have a Bon Lacy, ^opspicuou^ amor^ the 
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* Maguires, Ogilvies (of the Irish stock), Lierjjenonts '^Fitzgeralj’^ veiy 

* many Irish ; and there i$ not the least distinct account to be had of 
^any of them.’* 

^ Let us attend his Majesty on the nAct few marches towards 
Glogau, to see the manner of the thjng a little ; after which it 
will behove us to be much more summary, and stick by the 
main incidents* 

March to Weiehau {Saturday iph, and stay Sunday there) 
to Milkau {Monday 19 /'//) T^get to Herrendorf, within sight 
of Glogau^ Dec. 2 2d. 

Friedrich*$ march proceeds with speed and regularity. 
Strict discipline is maintained ; all things paid for, damage 
carefully avoided ; ** We come, not as invasive enemies of you 
or of the Queen of Hungary, but as protective friends of Silesia 
and of her Majesty's rights there ; — her Majesty once allowing 
us (as it is presumable she will) our own rights in this Pro- 
vince, no man shall medd|^ with hers, while we continue here.'^ 
To that effect runs the little Patent," or initiatory Proclama^ 
tion, extensively handed out, and posted in public places, as 
was said above ; and the practice is conformable. 

To all men, coming with Protests or otherwise, we per- 
ceive, the young King is politeness itself ; giving clear answer, 
and promise which will be kepi, on the above principle. No- 
thing angers him except that gentlemen should disbelieve, and 
run away. That a mansion be found deserted by its owners, 
is the one evil omen for such mansion. Thus, at the Schloss 
of Wcichau (which is still discoverable on the Map,"*^ across 
the ‘Black Ochel' and the ‘White,’ streams which 

saunter eastward towards the Oder there, nothing yet running 
westward for the Bober, our other limitary rivcr)'-^next night 

® For see “Anonymous of (so I Imve had to label a J. F. S. 

ties in fact, History of Seven-Years War, *in successive volumes, 
dorte chiefly fey the scissors; Leipng and Frankfurt, 1759 et seqq ). i. X33-I3zn.: 
elaboirnU Note of eight pagei^ere ; intimatii% withal that he, j. F. S., wrote the 
** a IBook 1 had in vain sought for, and can now guess to consist 
ofthose same elaporate eight pages, water and lathering to the due amount. 
Anonymous “or Hamburg" I call my J. F. S.,— having fii^hed him out of the dust- 
abysses in that City : a very poor take, yet worth citing>omeiimes, being authentic, 
as even the darkest OeniUns geuerdUy are. — For a ahmpse ot Lacy (the Elder I,acy) 
see ^sclung, vj. *€2 —For (tombstone Note on Wallis ) see (among 

lothcm who are epptous in tJ^t kind of anicle. and keep bige sacks of it, in admired 
disorder) Aapn^otu Sieyfarth, Qisc^khU Frtedmh’t cfes (Leipng, *784- 

* 708 ), i, iisn.: afeo Amvtymoos , dcr Marif [Leipzig, 1781), 

ay n. : kborloinry au^CntiC Books both; essentially as into a 

rfew of feUnd sfum. • At end of this VokUBOb 
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ifter Schweinit?, night in Silesia, there was no Owner 

t6 be met with ; and theJook of his Majesty grew ; 

remembering what had passed yesterni^t* in like case, at 
that other Schloss froih which the owner with his best port- 
able furniture had vanisl^d. At which Schloss, as above no- 
ticed, some disorders were committed by angry parties of the 
march doors burst open (doors standing impudently dumb 
to the rational proposals made them !), inferior remainders of 
furniture smashed into firewood, and the like,*— no doubt to 
his Majesty *s vexation. Here* at Weichau stricter measures 
were taken : and yet difficulties, risks were not wanting ; and 
the Amtmann (Steward of the place) got pulled about, and 
once even a stroke or two. Happily the young Herr of Wei- 
chau appeared in person on the morrow, hearing his Majesty 
was still there: '‘Papa is old; lives at another Schloss; could 
not wait upon your Majesty ; nor, till now, could I have that 
honour.*’ — “ Well : lucky that you have come : stay dinner T 
Which the young Count did, and drove home in the evening 
to reassure Papa ; his Majesty continuing there another night, 
and the risk over.^’ 

This day, Sunday i8th, the Army rests; their first Sunday 
in Silesia, while the young Count pays his devoir : and here 
in Weichau, as elsewhere, it is in the Church, Catholic nearly 
always, that the Heretic Army does its devotions, safe from 
weather at least : such the Royal Order, they say ; which is 
taken note of, by the Heterodox and by the Orthodox. And 
ever henceforth, this is the example followed ; and in all places 
where there is no Protestant Church and the Catholics have 
one, the Prussian Army-Chaplain assembles his buff-belted 
audience in the : *'No offence, Reverend Fathers, but 
there are hgurs for us, and diours for you ; and such is the 
King’s Ordfer.^’ There is regular divine-service in this Prus- 
sian Army ; and even a good deal of inarticulate religion^ as 
one may see on examining^ ^ 

Country Gentlemen, Town Mayors and other civic Attlhcri** 
ties, soon learn that on these terms they are safe with his Mar 
jesty; march after ^march he has interviews with such, to 
regulate the supplies, the necessities and accidents of the quar- 
tering of his Troops. Clear, frank, bpen to reasonable rqwre- 
sentatipn, correct to his promise ; in fac^.indjwffimisly coth 

0 1 499! 
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ciJiaiory and paci6catory: sucl;i is Fjpedricfe to all Silesian 
^Provincial AuthoritkiSf who cai% get no instructions trom 
Hindquarters ; Vienna sayjjug nothing, Breslau nothing, and 
jOeputy-Governor Browne being far s^th in Neisse, — are na- 
turally in difficulties : How shall jjjhey act ? Best not to act 
at all, if one can help it ; and follow the Mayor of Griinberg's 
unsurpassable pattern I — 

^ These Silesians,’ says an Excerpt 1 have made, *are still in ma- 

* iority Protestant 5 especially in this Northern portion ot the I’rovince; 
‘ they have had to suffer much onjiiat and other scores; and are secretly 
‘ or openly in ^vour of the Prussians. Ofticial persons, all ol the Ca- 

* thoUc creed, Itave leant heavy, not always conscious of doing it, against 

* Protestant rights. The Jesmts, consciously enougli, have been and 
‘ are busy with them; intent to recall a Heretic Population by all me- 

* thpds, fair and unfair. We heard of Charles XII. ’s interference, three- 
^ and'thirty years ago ; and how the Kaiser, hard bested at that time, 

* had to profess repentance and engage for complete amendment. Amend- 

* ment did, for the moment, accoidmgly take place 'Freaty of West- 

* phalia in all its stipulations, with precautionary improvements, was 

* reenacted as Treaty of AlUjpisUdt; with faithful mtcniioa oi keeping 
Mt too, on Kaiser Joseph’s pait, who was not a supoistitious man: 

* Holy Father, I was too glad he did not demand my own conversion 

* to the Protestant Heresy, bested as I am,— with Loui^) Quatorze and 

* Company upon the neck of me !” Some improvement of perform- 
‘ ance, very marked at first, (iid ensue upon this AUranstadt Treaty. 
‘ But the sternly accuiate Kari of Sweden soon disappeared from the 

* scene ; Kaiser Joseph of Austria soon disappearetl ; and his Brother, 
‘ Karl VI., was a much more orthodox person. 

‘ The Austrian CrOvemment, and Kaisei Karl’s in particular, is not 

* to be called an intentionally unjust one ; the contrary, I rather find ; 

* but it is, beyond others, ponderous ; based bioad on such multiplex 
‘ fonnalities, old habitudes; and i^avitation has a gieat powei over it. 

* In brief, Official human nature, with tlie y Kaisers atop, flagi- 

* tated continually by Jesuit Confe^ors, does throw its weight on a 

* certain side:-— ffie sad fact is, in a lew years the bnjditness of that 

* Alttanstadt improvement began to wa.v dim ; and no\l, under long 

* Jesuit manipulation, Silesian things are nearly at their old pai>s; and 

* the patience of men i% heavily ladei^ To vsee your Chapel made a 

* Solffim’ Barrack, your Protestant School become a Jesuit one, — ^Men 

* 4 id not then think of revolting under injuries ; but the poor Silesian 
‘ weaver, trudging twenty miles tor his Sunday sermon; and perceiving 

* that, unless theif Hotber could teach the Jrt ol leading, his boys, 

* e(|!Cic|>t under soul’s peril, would now never learn it ; such a Silesian 
^cOul^ not^iwunifor reflections^ Voiceless, hopeless, but heavy; jmd 

dwdijilng secr^y, as under nightmare, in a mUUon hearts. Austrian 
‘ Wllfu% unlu&t* ot pot wUlUlly so, is admitted to be in a 
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^ jnost h0avy-footed condj^ott; caa administeir toothing well. Good Go- 

* vemment m any kind i$ known here t Possibly the Pmssian will 

* be better; who qm say? 

‘ The secret joy of these populations, as Friedrich advancefe among 

* them, becomes more and more a manifest one. Catholic Ofl^tals 4o 

* not venture on any definite llope, or definite balance of hope and fear; 

* but adopt the Mayor of Gninberg^s course, and study to be pa$siye 
‘ and silent. The Jesuit-Priest kind are clear in their minds for Au$tria; 

* but think, Perhaps Prussia itself will not prove very tyrannous? At 

* all events, be silent; it is unsafe to stir. Wc notice generally, it is 

* only in the Southern or Mountain i^ons of Silesia, where the CJatho^ 

* lies are in majority, that the population is not ardently on the Prussian 

* side. I*assive, if they are on the other side; accurately passive at 

* lowest, this it IS prescribed all prudent men to be. * 

On the 1 8 th, while divine-service went on at Weidiatt^ 
there w'as «it Breslau another phenomenon observable. Pro- 
vincial Government m Breslau had, at length, after intense 
study, and across such difficulties as we have nO idea of, got 
its ** Patent," or carefully-worded Protestation against Prussia, 
brought to papei ; and does, this Sky, with considerable SO- 
lenmity, affix it to the Rathhaus door there, for the perusal of 
mankind; dispatching a Copy for his Prussian Majesty withal, 
by two Messengers of dignity. It has needed courage ^crewed 
to the sticking-place to venture on such a step, withclut in- 
struction from Head-quarters ; and the utmost powers of the 
Official mind have been taxed to couch this Document in lan- 
guage politely ambiguous, and yet strong enough too strong, 
some of us now think it. In any case, here it now is ; Pro- 
vincial Government’s bolt, so to speak, is shot. The affixing 
took place under dark weather-symptoms ; actual outburst of 
thunder and rain^STThe moment, not to speak of the other 
surer omens. So that, to th? common mind at Breslau> it 
did not sedfn there would much fruit Oome of this diffiOuk 
performance. Breslau is secretly a ^much-agitated City ; and 
Prussian Hussar Parlies, chooting for|h to great distances 
ahead, were, this day for the first time, observed within sight 
of it 

And on the same«Sunday we remark farther, what is 6titt 
more important : Herr von Gutter, Friedrich's special E^Y^y 
to Vienna, has his first interview with the Queen qf Hungary, 
or with Grand-Duke Franz the Queer’s Hi^sband and Co-Re- 
gent ; and presents there, from Frie4rieh'8 own hand» written 



Chap. II, FRIEDRICH MARCHES, ON GLOGAU 137 

Z9tj[i Pec« X740. 

we remember when, brief distinct Note 6f his Prussian Ma- 
jesty's actual Proposals and real me^iflng in regard to this 
Silesian Affair, Proposals anxiously conciliatory in tone, but 
the heavy purport of which is known to us : Gotter had been 
dispatched, time enough, with these ^^roposals (written above 
a month ago) ; but was instructed not to arrive with them, till 
after the actual entraiice into Silesia, And now the response 
to them is—? As good as nothing ; perhaps worse. Let 
that suffice us at present. Readers, on march for Glogau, 
would grudge to pause over State-papers, though we shall have 
to read this of Friedrich's at some freer moment. 

Monday 19th, before daybreak, the Army is astir again, 
simultaneously wending forward ; spread over wide areas, like 
a vast cloud (potential thunder in it) steadily advancing on 
the winds. Length of the Army, artistically portioned out, 
may be ten or fifteen miles, breadth already more, and grow- 
ing more; Schwerin always on the right or western wing, 
close by the Bober River as yet, through Naumburg and the 
Towns on that side, — Liegnitz and other important Towns 
lying ahead for Schwerin, still farther apart from the main 
Body# were Glogau once settled. 

So that the march is in Two Columns ; Schwerin, with 
the westernmost small column, intending towards Liegnitz, and 
thence ever farther southward, with his right leaning on the 
high lands which rise more and more into mountains as you 
advance. Friedrich himself commands the other column, has 
his left upon the Oder, in a country mounting continually to- 
wards the South, but with less irregularity of level, and gener- 
ally flat as yet From beginning to end, the entire field of 
match lies between the Oder and lts#*rj^utary the Bober; 
climbing slowly towards the sources of both. Which two 
rivets*, as the reader may observe, form here a rectangular or 
trapezoidal spacer ever widening as we go southward. Both 
rivers, coming from the Giant Mountains, hasten directly 
norfh ‘ but Oder, bulging-out easterly in his sandy course, is 
obliged to turn fairly we$tward again ; and at Gldgau, and a 
good space farther, fldws in that direction ; — till once Bober 
strilt^ in, almost at right angles, carrying Oder with 
thAgh he^s but a branch, straight northward again. North- 
fvard, but ever slgwer, to the swollen Pommern regions, and 
sluggish exit into the Baltic there. 
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One of the worst features is the state of the weather. On 
Sunday, at Breslau, noticed thunder hursting-out on an 
important occasion ; “omfaious/" some men thought 
for one thing, that the weather was breaking. At Weich$w> 
that same day, rain began, — the young Herr of Weichau, 
driving home to Papa trom dinner with Majesty, would get 
his share of it ; — and on Monday 19th, there was such a pour 
of rain as kept most wayfarers, though it could not the Prus- 
sian Army, within doors. Rain in plunges, fallen and falling, 
through that blessed day ; ma]qng roads into mere rivers of 
mud. The Prussian hosts marched on, all the same- Head- 
quarters, with the van of the wet Army, that night, were at 
Milkau ; — from which place we have a Note of Friedrictfs for 
Friend Jordan, perhaps producible by and by. His Majesty 
lodged in some opulent Jesuit Establishment there. And 
deed he continued there, not idle, under shelter, for a couple 
of days. The Jesuits, by their two head men, had welcomed 
him with their choicest smiles ; to whom the King was very 
gracious, asking the two to dinner«s.s usual, and styling them 
“Your Reverence." Willing to ingratiate himself with per* 
sons of interest in this Country ; and likes talk, even 'vHth 
Jesuits of discernment. 

On the morrow (20th), came to him, here at Milkau, 
probably from some near stage, for the rain was pouring worse 
than ever, — that Breslau “ Patent," or strongish Protestation, 
by its two Messengers of dignity. The King looked over it 
‘ without visible anger’ or change of countenance ; * hand^ 
it,* we expressly see, ‘ to a Page to reposit' in the proper waste- 
basket ; — spoke politely to the two gentlemen ; asked each or 
one of them, “Ar^^ii of the Ober-Amt at Breslau, then 
using the style of Er (He). — No, your Majesty; we ate<miy 
of the Layi-Stande" (Provincial Parliament* such as it ii), 
* Upon which’ (do you mark !) *his Majesty became still more 
‘ polite ; asked them to dinner, and used the style of Sie,* For 
their Patent, now lying saf? in its wast^-basket, he gave them 
signed receipt ; no other answer. 

Rain still heavier, rain as of Noah, Continued through this 
Tuesday, and for dSys afterwards; but the Prussian 
hastening towards Glogau* marched Still om This Tuesd&y^S 
march, fof the rearward of the Army, to,o^ foof ^hd 
horse ; march of ten hours from Weichao to the hamlet 
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Milkau (where his Majesty sits busy and affable),— is thought 
to be the wettest on record. Watersiall out, bridges down, 
the Country one wild lake of eddying mud. Up to the knee 
for many miles together ; up to the yiddle for long spaces ; 
sometimes even up to^the chin or deeper, where your bridge 
was washed away. The Pi ussianjf marched through it, as if 
they bad been slate or iron. Rank and file, nobody quitted 
his rank, nobody looked sour in the face ; they took the pour- 
ing of the skies, and the red seas of terrestrial liquid, as mat- 
ters that must be ; cheered one another with jocosities, witfi 
choral snatches (tobacco, l^consider, would not burn); and 
swashed unweariedly forward. Ten hours some of them were 
out, their march being twenty or twenty-five miles ; ten to 
fifteen was the average distance come. Nor, singular to say, 
did any loss occur ; except of almost one poor Army-Chaplain, 
and altogether of one poor Soldteris Wife , — sank dangerously 
both of them, beyond redemption she, taking the wrong side 
of some bridge-parapet. Poor Soldier’s Wife, she is not named 
to me at all ; and has n^ history save this, and thett ‘ she was 
of the regiment Bredow.’ But I perceive she washed herself 
away in a World-Transaction ; and there was one rough Bre- 
dower, who probably sat sad that niglit on getting to quarters. 
His Majesty surveyed the damp battalions on the morrow 
(21st), not without sympathy, not without satisfaction; allowed 
them a rest-day here at Milkau, to get dry and bright again ; 
and gave them 'fifteen thalers a company,’ which is about 
nine-pence apiece, with some words of piaise.^^ 

Next day, Thursday 2 2d, his Majesty and they marched 
on to Herrendorf ; which is only five miles from Glogau, and 
near enough for Headquarters, m the now humour of the 
pliico* Wajilis has his messenger at* Herrendorf, "Sorry to 
warn your Majesty, That if tliere be the least hostility com- 
mitted, 1 shall have to resist it to the utmost.” Headquarters 
continue six days at Herrendorf, Army (main body, or left 
Column, of the Army) cantonead all round, till we consider 
what to do. 

As^to the right Column, or Schwerin’s Division, that, after 
a rest-day or two, gathers itself into more complete separation 
bgre^ tucking-in its eastern skirts ; and gets on march again, 
by its ovfn route* Steadily southward ;-^d from Liegnitz, 

^ I 483. 
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and tlie upland Countries, there will be news of Schwerin and 
it before long. Rain Coding, there ensued a ringing frost 
npt favourable for Sieg&operations on Glogau ;-r-and Silesia 
became all of flinty gla^s, with white peaks to the South-west, 
Whither Schwerin is gone. 

f 

CHAPTER IIL 

PROBLEM OF GLOGAUc 

Friedrich was over from rferrendorf with the first day- 
light, ‘ reconnoitring Glogau, and rode up to the very glacis ;* 
scanning it on all sides. ^ Since Wallis is so resolute, here is 
an intricate little problem for Friedrich, with plenty of corol- 
laries and conditions hanging to it. Shall we besiege Glogau, 
then? We have no siege-cannon here. Time presses, Breslau 
and all things in such crisis ; and it will take time. By what 
methods could Glogau be besieged ? — Readers can consider 
what a blind many-threaded coil offings, heaping itself hero 
in wide welters round Glogau, and straggling to the world's 
end, Friedrich has on hand : probably those Six days, of Head- 
quarters at Herrendorf, were the busiest he had yet had. 

One thing is evident, there ought to be siege-cannon got 
straightway ; and, still more immediate, the right posts and 
battering-places should be ready against its coming,—" Let the 
Young Dessauer with that Rearguard, or Reserve of 10,000, 
which is now at Crossen, come up and assist here,’' orders 
Friedrich ; " and let him be swift, for the hours are pregnant T 
On farther reflection, perhaps on new rumours from Breslau, 
Friedrich perceives that there can be no besieging of Glogau at 
this point of time ; tS the Reserve, Half of the Reserve, must 
be l^t to ' mask’ it ; to hold it in strict blockade, with ^tarvsr 
tion daily advancing as an ally to us, and with capture by bom- 
barding possible when we like. That is the ultimate decision ; 
—arrived at through a weltel of dubieties? counterpoisings and 
perilous considerations, which we now take no account of, A 
most busy week; Friedrich incessantly in motion, now herq 
now there ; and a greai deal of heavy work got well and rapidly 
done* The details of which, in these exuberant Manuscripts, 
would but weary the reader. Choosing Of the propel posts and 
1 I, 484, 
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Vattering-places (post ' on the other side of the River/ * on this 
side of it/ • on the Island in the middle of it*), and obstinate 
entrenching and preparing of the sameSn spite of frost ; ‘wooden 
btidge built* farther up ; with • regulation of the river-boats, 
the Polish Ferry/ and much else: all this we omit; and will 
glance only at one pregnant point, fty way of sample : 

® ^ ‘ Most mdispensable of all, the King has to provide Subsist- 

♦ ences : — and enters now upon the new plan, which will have to be 

♦ followed henceforth- The Provincial Chief-men {Landes-jEUe^^ 

‘ Land*s-^/«/w/.f, their title) are summoned, from nine or ten Circles 
‘ which are likely to be intcrestnf : they appeal punctually and in num- 
‘ bers,^le 5 t contumacy woiScn the inevitable. King dines them, to 
♦start with; as many as ninety-five covers/’ — day not given, but 
♦probably one of the first in Hcrrenclorf: not Christmas itself, one 

♦ hopes 1 

‘ Dinner done, the ninety-five Land’s-hldest are instructed by proper 
' parties, What the Infantry’s ration js, in meat, in biead, exact to the 

♦ ounce; what the Cavalry’s is, and that of the Cavalry’s Horse. Ta- 
' bular statement, succinct, coriect, clear to the simplest capacity, shows 

♦ what quotitics of men on foot, and of men on horseback, or men with 
♦draught-cattle, will mardi'^hrough their rc'^pc'ctive Circles; Land’s- 

♦ Eldests conclude what amount of meal and butclier’s-meat it will be 

♦ indispensable to have in readiness — what Land’s-Eldest can deny the 

♦ fact? These Papers still exist, at least the long-winded Summary of 

♦ them does : and I own the reading of it far less insupportable than 

♦ that of the mountains of Proclamator)\ Manifesto and Diplomatic 

♦ matter. Nay it leaves a certain wholesome impression on the mind, 

♦ as of business thoroughly well done; and a matter, capable, if left in 

♦ the chaotic State, of running to all manner of depths and heights, 

♦ compendiously forced to become cosmic in this manner. 

♦ These Land’s-Eldest undertake, in a mildly resigned or even hope- 

♦ fttl humour. They will manage as required, in their own Circles ; 

♦ will communicate with the Circles farthet^ on ; and everywhere the 
i due pioviants, prestations, fuitherances, sfiali be got together by fair 

♦ apportionment on the Silesian Community, and be punctually ready 

♦ as the Army advances. Book-keeping there is to be,(^legible record 

♦ of everything; on all hands “ quittance'* for everything fuinished: and 
‘ a time is Coming, when such quittance, piesented by any Silesian 

♦ man, will be counted’ money paid '^y him, and i emitted at the next 
‘ lax^day, or otherwise made good. Which promiiie also was accurately 
' kept, the hoped-for time having come. It must be owned the Prus- 
‘ juuh Army understands business ; and, w^h brevity, reduces to a 

♦ Ip^inimum its own trouble, and lltat of other people, non-fighters, who 

♦ have to with it Non-fighters, I say; to fighters we hope it will 
f |;ive a respectabliH^ maximum of trouble when applied to 
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The Gottet Negotiation at Vienna, which we saw btgin 
there that wet Sundayf is now fast ending, as good as ended; 
without result except of®a negative kind. Cotter's Proposals, 
—would the reader wii^ to hear these Proposals, which were 
so intensely interesting at one time? They are fivefold; given 
with great brevity by Friedrich, by us with still greater: 

I®. *'Will fling myself heartily into the Austrian scale, andean-* 
deavour for the interest of Austria in this Pragmatic matter, with my 
whole strength against every comer. 

a®. “ Will make treaty with VJ^nna, with Russia and the Sea- 
Powers, to that effect. 

3^ ** Will help by vote, and with whole amount of interest will 
endeavour, to have (irand-Duke Franz, the Queen’s Husband, chosen 
Kaiser; and to miiintaiii such choice against all and sundry. Feel my- 
self strong enough to accomplish this result; and may, without exagger- 
ation, venture to say it shall be done. 

4®. ** To help the Court of Vienna in getting its affairs into good 
order and fencible condition, — will present to it, on the shortest notice, 
Two Million Gulden (200,000/.) ready-money.”— Infinitely welcome 
this Fourth Propo.silion ; and indeed all the other Three are welcome . 
but they are saddled with a final condition, which pulls down all again. 
This, which is studiously worded, politely evasive in phrase, and would 
fain keep old controversies asleep, though in substance it is so fatally 
distinct, — ^we give in the King’s own words: 

5®. '‘For such essential services as those to which I bind myself 
” by the above very onerous conditions, I naturally require a propor- 
donate lecompense; some suitable assurance, as indemnity for all the 
'* dangers I risk, and for the part {rd/i>) 1 am ready to play; in short, 
I require hereby the entire and complete cession of all Silesia, 
reward for my labours and dangers which I take upon myself in this 
course now to be entered upon kn the preservation and renown of 
“ the House of Austria;” — Silvia all and whole; and we say nothing 
of our ‘rights’ to it; politely evasive to her Hungarian Majesty, though 
in substance we are so fatally distinct.^ 

^ These wjre Friedrich's Proposals; written down with his 
own hand at Reinsberg, five or six weeks ago (November 17th 
is the date of it) ; in what mood, and how wrought upon by 
Schwerin and Podewils, we %aw above. *Gotter has fulfilled 
bis instructions in regard to this important tittle Document ; 
and now the effect of it i$ — ? — Gutter cafi report Ho good 
effect whatever. “ Be^ cautious,’* Friedrich instructs him far- 
ther; “modify that Fifth ProposnU I will take les$^,thaii the 

< Preu^ TAfumittte^njr, 451; 'from da 

(FVaukft^t, *746), ^ i. 1^4/ 
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wbole» ' if attention i$ paid to my just claiftis on Schlesien.’ '* 
To that effect writes Friedrich once or ^ice. But it is to no 
purpose; nor can Gotter, with all hisfindustry, report other 
than worse and worse. Nay, he reports before long, not refusal 
only, but refusal with mockery: ‘'How%trange that his Prus- 
** sjan Majesty, Whose official post inuGermany, as Kur-Bran- 
denburg and Kaiser’s Chamberlain, has been to present ewer 
“ and towel to the House of Austria, should now set-up for 
“ prescribing yules to it f ‘ A piece of wit, which could not but 
provoke Friedrich; and warn him that negotiation on this mat- 
ter might as welt terminate. Smch had been his own thought, 
from the iirst ; but in comj^ance with Schwerin and Podewils 
he was willing to try* 

Better for Maria Theresa, and for all the v oild liow much 
better, could she have accepted this Fifth Proposition! But 
how could she,— the high Imperial Lady, keystone of Europe, 
though by accident with only a few ‘pounds of ready-money at 
present? Twenty years of bitter fighting, and agony to herself 
and all the world, were necessary first , a new Fact of Nature 
having tumed-up, a new EdVopean Kingdom with ical King to 
it ; recognisable as such, by the young Queen of Hungary 
or by any other person, till it do its proofs. 


IVAat Berlin saying; what Friedrich is thinking. 

Wftat Friedrich’s own humour is, what Friedrich’s own 
inner man is saying to him, while all the world so babbles about 
his Silesian Adventure.? Of this too there are, though in di- 
luted states some glimmerings to be had,— chiefly in the Corre- 
spondence with Jordan. 

Ingenious Jordan, Inspector of the Poor at Berlin, — his 
thousand old women at their wheels humming pleasantly in the 
background of our hnaginalions, though he says ^nothing of 
that, — writes twice a week to his Majesty : pleasant goi^sipy 
Letters, with an easy mspectfulnes* not going into sycophancy 
anywhere; which keep the campaigning King well abreast of 
the Berlin news and rumours : something like the essence ol 
an Old Newspaper; not without worth in our present Enter- 
pri^« One specimen* if we had rooml 
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''yordan to the ihng (successively from Berlin, — ^someurhal 
0 abridged). 

Nde le * Berlin, 14/^ Deemh^ 1740' (day after his hjojesty left)^ 

‘ Everybody here is on tiptoe for the Event j of which both and 

* end are a riddle to the roost. I am charmed to see a part ofyouf Ma- 

* jesty’s Dominions in a stsfte of Pyrrhonism ; the disease is epidemical 

* here at present. Those who, in the style of theologians, consider 

* themselves entitled to be certain, maintain That ypur Majesty is ex- 

* pected with religious impatience by the Protestants, and that the Ca- 
‘ tholics hope to see thembclves delivered from a multitude of imposts 
^ which cruelly tear-up the beautify bosom of their Church* You can- 

* not but succeed in your valiant stoical Enterprise, since both 

* religion and worldly interest rank thertiselvcs under your dag. 

* Wallis/ Austrian Commandant in Glogaii, * they say, has punished 

* a Silesian Heretic of enthusiastic turn, as blasphemer, for announcing 

* that a new Messiah is just coming. I have a taste for that kind of 

* martyrdom. Critical persons consider the present step as directly op- 

* posed to certain maxims in the Anti-Macchiavd. 

* The word Manifested — (your Majesty little Patent on entering 
Silesia, which no reader .shall be troubled with at present)—* is the 
‘ burden of every conversation. Rumour goes, there is a short Piece 

* of the kind to come out today, by way of pieface to a large complete 

* exposition, which a certain Jurisconsult is now busy with. People 

* crowd to the Bookshops for it, as if looking-ont for a celestial pheno- 

* menon that had been predicted — ^This is the beginning of my Gazette; 

* can only come out twice a week, owing to the arrangement of the 

* Posts. Friday, the day your Majesty crosses into Silesia, I shall 

* spend in prayer and devotional exercises: Astronomers pretend that 
‘ Mais will that day enter’ — no matter what. 

Note, The above Manifesto rumour is correct; Jurisconsult is pon- 
derous Herr Ludwig, Kanzler (ChanceUor) of Halle University, monster 
of law-learning, — who has money also, and had to help once with a 
House in Berlin for one Nussler, a son-ih-law of his, tran^ently known 
to us; — ^ponderous Lu/?ivig, matchless or difficult to match in learning 
of this kind, will wnte ample enough Deductions (which lie in print 
still, to the extent of tons weight), and explain the Brbt^hiiderung 
and violencft done upon it, so that he who runs may read. Postpone 
him to a calmer time. 

No. a. ^Berlin, SaNrday December Manife$to has appeared/ 
— can be seen, under thick strata of cobwebs, ipjmany Books;* is not 
worth reading now : Incontestable rights which our House has forages 
had on Schlesien, and which doubtless the Hungarian Majesty will re- 
eo|:nise ; not the slightest injmy intended, hx indeed from that; and so 

4 la Heldett^Geschtchte^ i. 44^, 453 (what Jordan now alludea|to); 5 SitS 99 
t^Dedtictloif itself; Ludwig in all his strength, some weeks'i^nee); hOUif 
s»AAi^(douht}e$s);ui&c. &c. k. 
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on‘!-^*|»eaple are sarptised at its brevity; and, studying it as theologians 

* do a passage of Scripture, can make almo-sAiothing of it. Clear m 
crystal, says one; dexterously obscure by <fesign, says another. 

^Rumour that the Grand-Puke of Lorrake^* Maria Thcresa^s Hus- 
band, * was at Rcinsbwg incognito lately,*— ^Jrand -Duke a concerting 
party, think people looking into the thing with strong spectacles on 
their nose! ‘ M. de Beauvau’ (French Ambassador Extraordinary, to 
whom the aces were promised if they came) ^ said one thing that sur- 

* prised met What put the King on taking this step, 1 do not know; 

* but perhaps it is not such a bad one.** Surprising news that the Elec- 

‘ tor of Saxony, King of Poland, is fallen into inconsoLable remorse for 
‘ changing his religion* (to on Papa’s hesr, many long years 

ago); ‘and that it is not to tw^ope, but to the King of Prussia, that 

* he opens his heart to stead^his staggering orthodoxy.* Very astonish- 
ing to Jordan. ‘ One thing is certain, all Paris rings with yonr Majesty *s 
^ change of religion* (over to Catholicism, say those astonishing people, 
first conjurors of the universe) I 

No. 3, 'Berlin, December » M. dc Beauvau,’ French Ambas- 

sador, ‘ is gone. Pmded, yestciday, his survey of the Cabinet of Medals ; 
‘ charmed with the same : charmed too, .is the public is, with the rich 
‘ present be has got from said Cabinet* (coronation medal or n>ccbls in 
gold, I could guess) ; ‘ people say the J<jng of France’s Medal given to 
‘ our M. de Camas is nothing to it. 

‘Rumour of alliance between your Majesty and Fiance with Sweden,' 
'^premature rumour. Item, ‘ Queen of Ilimgaiy dead in child-birth;* 
— ditto with still more emphasis ! ‘ The day bcfoic yesienlay, in all 

* churches, was prayer to Heaven for success *0 your Majesty’s* arms ; 

* interest of the Protestant religion being the one uiiise of the War, or 

* the only one assigned by the reverend gentlemen. At sound of these 
‘ words, the zeal of the people kindles: “Bless Cod for raibing such a 

* Defender!. Who dared suspect our King’s indifTnence to Piotcsl- 

‘ autism ?** ' 

A right clever thing this last {O le beau coup d\'lat) ! exclaims Jor- 
dan,— though it is not clever or the contiary,jtiot being dramatically 
piearrattged, as Jordan exults to think. Joidan, though there are dregs 
Of old devotion lyirtg asleep in him, wliich will .start into new activity 
when stirred again, is for {he present a very uubelie\ ing Utle gentle- 
man, 1 can perceive. — This is the substance of public rumour at Berlin 
for one week, Friedrich answer^ : 

T0 M, Jordan, at Berlin, 

^ ^umrter at tmards (SlogctH, i^th Bfcember (comfort- 

able |esuit^EstabUshment at Mtlkau, p'riedrich just got in, out of the 
rjiin).*-*-** Seigneur Jordan, thy Letter has given me a deal of pleasure 
‘ in regard to nil thesejtalklngs thou repoifcsb Tomorrow' (not tomor- 
row, nor next day ; wet troops a rest) * I arrive at pur last station 
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thh side Glogau, which slace I hope to get in n few da^s. All favours 
my designs; and I hope return to Berlin, after executing them glori- 
ously and in a way to be content with. Let ihe Ijjnomnt and the envious 
talk ; it is not they that s^all ever serve as loadstar to my designs ; not 
' they, but Glory^ {la Gloire : Fame, depending not on them) ; ^ with the 
‘ love of that I am penctratfd more than ever ; my troops have their 

* hearts big with it, and 1 answer to thee for success. Adieu, dear Jordan. 

‘ Write me all the ill that the imblic says of thy Friend, and be per- 
‘ suaded that I love and will esteem thee always,*— F. 

yordan toeiju King, 

No. 4. ^ Berlin^ 24 /“/; December. Voii^Majesty*s Letter fills me with 
‘ joy and contentment. The Town declar^i your Majesty to be already 

* in Breslau ; founding on some Letter to a Merchant here. Ever since 

* they think of your Majesty acting for Protestantism, they molce you 

* step along with .strides of Achilles to the ends of Silesia,— Foreign 

* Courts are all rating theit Ambassadors here for not finding you out. 

* Wolf,* his negotiations conclndai at last, 'has entered Halle al- 
' most like the triumphant Entry to Jerusalem. A concourse of pedants 
' escorted him to his house, l^'lngc* (his old enemy, who accused^him 
of Atheism and other things) ‘ ha^ caned to see him, and loarled him 

* with civilities, to the astonishment of the old Orthodox,* There let 
him rest, well Imltoncd in gaiters, and avoiding to mount stairs. * * 

' Madame de Roucoiille Invs sent me the three objects adjoined, for your 

* Majesty’s behoof,’ — woollen achievements, done by the needle, good 
against the Avinter Wenthcr loi one she nursed. The gocxl old soul. 
Enough now of Jordan.* 

Voltaire, who left Bcrliu 2d or 3d December, seems to have 
been stopt by overflow of rivers about Clevc, then to have 
taken boat ; and is, about this very time, writing to Friedrich 
‘ from a vessel on the Coasts of Zealand, where I am driven 

* mad.’ (Intcnds,^jDrivatcly, for Paris before long, to get hi$ 
Mahomet acted, if possible.)^ To Voltaire, here is a Note com* 
ing ; 

King to M, dr Voltaire (at Brussels, if once got tbithef)^ 

' Quarter of Ifer^^eudoif Silesia^ J}&cemher 1 740. My dear 

* Voltaire, — 1 hnve received two of your Lett«r*f;^lbut could not answer 
‘sooner; I am like Charles Twelfth's Chess-King, who was always 

* kept on the move. ^For a fortnight past, wc have been continually 
‘ afoot and under way, in such weather as you never saw, 

‘ I am too tired to reply to your charming Verses; and shivering 
‘ too much with cold to taste all the charm of them : bufthat wiU come 

* to wad again. Do not ask poetry frOm a man who is notusdlj^ dojng 

^ Qiifvres de FridiriCf xriL 75-784 
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‘’the wrlc of a wagonei, sometimes even of a wagoner stuck in the 
‘ muci* Would you like to know my way^f life? We inarch from 

* seven ill the mpniing till four tn the afternoon. I dine then ; afler- 
^ wards I work, 1 receive tiiesome visits ; with these comes a detail of 
‘ insipid matteis of business. Tis wrongneadtd men, punculioiisjy 
‘ difficult, who are to be set right ; heatls too hot which must be re- 

* strained* idle fellows that must be urged, impatient men that must be 
‘ rendered docile* plunderers to restrain within the hounds of equity, 

‘ babblers to hear babbling, dumb people to keep in talk : m fine, one 

* has to drink with those that like it, to cat iiiththo^e that aie hungry; 
‘ one has to become a Jew with Jews, a I’agan w ith ragan*? 

‘ Such arc my ocoipation^j^which 1 would willingly make over 
‘ to another, if the Phanton^^W call l^ame did not rise on me 

* too often. In truth, it fs a gieat folly, but a folly difficult to cast 

‘Away when once you are smitten by it.^ (Plnntoni of 'omc- 

what rampant in those first weeks; let us si‘e whether it will not lay 
itself again, forevermore, before long 0 

‘Adieu, my dear Voltaiic; may Heiveu picserve fiom misfortune 
‘ the man 1 should so like to sup with at night, after fighting m the 
‘ moining ! The Swan ofPatlua’ (AlgaiotLi, with his big hook -nose 
and du, sky solemnly greedy tountenance) Ms gomg, 1 tliiiiK, to Pans, 

‘ to piofit by my absence; thel’hilo-.ophei fjcomcter’ (lug Maupertuis, 
m red wig and yellow fru/les, vainest ot luimm kind) Ms sipiaimg 
‘ curves; poor little Jordan’ (with the kindl> ha/el eyes, and pen that 
pleasantly gossips to us) ‘is doing nothing, oi ]>iob'ibly something near 
Mt. Adieu once more, deal Voltaiie; do not foiget the absent wdio 
‘ love you. — FCD^ ric’* 

Schwerin at Liegnitz; Friedrich hus Jus-up iJie Glogau Pro- 
blem^ and starts with hi^ be^t spud Jor Breslau, 

Meanwhile, on the Western rood, nnd along the foot of the 
inov/y peaks over yonder, Schwenn with the small Right co- 
lumn is going prosperously fonv<iids. Two columns always, as 
the reader recollects,— two pai^Ucl mihtaiy ciuicntb, flowing 
Stehddy bn» shooting out estafettes, or horse-partiCs, the right 
and left; stehdily submerging all Silesia as they flow forward. 
Left column or ejurren^ is in slight^ause at (glogau heic; but 
'will directly be abreiist again. On Tuesday 27th, Schwerin is 
Withih wind of Liegnitz ; on Wednesday morning, while the 
filtes are hardly lighted, or the smoke of l.icgpiitz risen among 
the Hills, Schwerih lias done his feat with the usual deftness : 
Prussian gienattfers came softly on the sentry, softly as a 
dream; but with sadden levelling of bayonets, sudden beckon- 

^ Oiitvres d$ M'rfitUric, xidi. 57* 
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ing, »*To your Guardhouseir ~and there, turn the key uppn his 
poor company and hinS ^hereupon the vi'hole Pru$siaji column 
marches in ; tramp tramp, without music^ through the streets: 
in the Market-place they fold themselves Into a talked mass, 
and explode into wind-h^fmony and rolling of drums. Lieg* 
nitz, mostly in nightcap, looks cautiously out of window ; it la 
a deed done, ihr Herren; Liegnitz ours, better late than never ; 
and after so many years, the King has his own again. Schwerin 
IS sumptuously lodged in the Jesuits’ Palace; Liegnitz, essenti- 
ally a Protestant Town, has m^py thoughts upon this event, 
but as yet will be stingy of speakn^/jhem. 

Thus IS Liegnitz managed. A plca.«ant Town, amid pleasant 
hills on the rocky Katzbach ; of which swift stream, and other 
towns and passes on it, we shall yet hear more. Populatipn, 
silently industrious in weaving and otherwise, is now abov^ 
14,000; was then perhaps about half that number. Patiently 
inarticulate, by no means bright in speech or sentiment ; a 
much-enduring, steady -going, fiugal, pious and very desirable 
people. 

The situation of Breslau, all this while, is very critical. 
Much bottled emotion m the place; no Austrian Garrison ad- 
missible , Authorities daie not again propose auch a thing, 
though Browne is turning every stone for it, — lest the emotion 
burst bottle, and take fire. I have dim account that Browne 
has been there, has got 300 Austrian dragoons into the Dom 
Insel (Cathedral Island; ‘‘Not in the City, you perceive 1 ” says 
General Browne: "no, separated by the Oder, on both sides, 
from the lest of the City; that stately mass of edifices, and 
good military post”) ; — and had hoped to get the suburbs btirnt. 
after all. But the bottled emotion was too dangerous* Fbr, 
undergroi^nd, there are Antr-BrownGs: one especiaUyi a cer- 
tain busy Deblin, Shoemaker by craft, whom Friedrich 
of, but gives no name to ; this zealous Cordwniner, Debjin, and 
he is not the only individilal of like h&mour, operates on the 
guild-brothers and lower populations things seem to be look- 
ing worse and wors^p ior the Authorities, in spite of C^eial 
Browne and his activities and dragoons, 

What the issue will be? Judge if ^ Friedrich^ wish^ the 
Young Dessauercome ! Friedrich’s Hussar (mties(o?Schw^erttfs, 

7 p. 469; ds U. 
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instructed by Friedrich) go to look if the Breslau suburbs are 
burnt. Far from it# if Friedrich kney ^the suburbs merely 
sit quaking at $uch a proposal and wish the Prussians were 
here. ** But there is time ahead of us/%aid everybody at Bres- 
lau; ** Glogau will take some siegingj'’ Browne, in the course 
of a day or two, — ^guessing, I almost think, that Glogau was 
not to be besieged, — ranked his 300 Austrian dragoons, and 
rode away; sending the Austrian State-Papers, in half a score 
of Wagons, ahead of him. •* Archives of Breslau 1 ” cried the 
general population, at sight oOhese wagons ; and largely turned 
out, with emotion again to unbottle itself. ** Mere Tax- 
I^e^ers, and records m the Government Offices ; come and 
convince yourselves t” answered the Authorities. And the ten 
wagons went on ; calling at Ohlau and Brieg, ior farther lading 
of the like kind. Which wagons the Prussian light horse chased, 
but could not catch. On to Mahren went these Archive-wagons ; 
to Briinn, far over the Giant Mountains ; — did not come back 
for a long while, nor to their former Proprietor at all. 

Tuesday 27th, Lcopoltf the Young Dessaucr does finally 
arrive, with his Reserve, at Glogau : never man more welcome ; 
such a fermentation going on at Breslau, — known to Friedrich, 
and what it will issue in, if he delay, not known. With dis- 
patch, Leopold is put into his charge ; posts all yielded to him ; 
orders given,— blockade to be strictness itself, but no fighting 
if avoidable; starvation will soon do it, two months at most,” 
hopes Friedrich, too sanguine as it proved: — and with earliest 
daylight on the 28th, Friedrich's Army, Friedrich himsell in 
the van as usual, is on march again ; at its best speed for Bres- 
lau. Read this Note for Jordan; 

Friedrich to M, Jor dan, at Berlin, 

^ Dec, 174Q. Sicur Jordan, — I march tomorrow 

* for and shall be there in four days,* — (three, A happened, 

there ^ would seem, new reason lor haste). ‘ You Berliners* 

(of the a^th last) ^ have % spirit o( prophecy, which goe^, beyond me. 

‘ * In fine,T go my road^ and thou wilt shortly see Silesia ranked in the 
Mist dfoar iVovinces. Adieu; this is all I have time to tell thee. 

(Sjiesian Protestantism, and Breslau*^ Corclwainer), * religion 

* and our brave soldiers will do the rest. 

‘ i Welt htopertuis I grant those Pensions he proposes for his Aca- 
^ that 1 hope to find good subjects for that dignity 

* & the Country wheite I am, widud* Give him my compliments.— 
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The march was of the swiftest,— swifter even than had been 
e3?p€cte<i; — which, as Silesia is all ringing glass, becotnes more 
achievable than lately/ But certain regiments outdid them'^ 
selves in marching; (dn three marches, near upon seventy- 
miles, ’ with their baggag^ingling in due proximity. Through 
GlSsersdorf, thence through Parchwitz, Neumarkt, Lissa, places 
that will be better known to us on Saturday, last night Uf 
the Year, his Majesty lodged at a Schloss called Pilsnit?^ five 
miles to west ofBicslau; and van-ward regiments, a good few, 
quartered in the Western and Southern suburbs of Breslau it- 
self ; suburbs decidedly glad to and escape confla* 

gration. The T own-gates are het meticiv*Iy shut ; — plenty of emo- 
tion bottled in the 100,000 hearts within. The sentries on 
the walls presented arms ; nay. it is afhrmed, some coUld not 
help exclaiming, “ Wilkommeny Ihr liebm Herren (Welcome, 
dear Sirs)r’« 

Colonel Posadowsky (active Horse Colonel whom we have 
seen before, who perhaps has been in Breslau before) left orders 
•at the Scultet Garden-House,’ that all must be ready and the 
rooms warmed, his Majesty intending to arrive here early on the 
morrow. Which happened accordingly ; Majesty alighting duly 
at said Gaiden-House, near by the Schweidnitz Gate , — 1 fancy 
almost before break of day. 

CHAPTER IV. 

BRKSr.AU UNDLR SOt'T PRESSURE. 

The issue of this Breslau transaction is known, or could be 
stated in few words ; nor is the manner of it such as would, 
for Breslau’s sake, deserve many. But we are looking mto 
Friedrich, wish to know his manners and aspects: and here, 
ready to oir hand, a Paper turns up, compiled by an exa<;t 
person with better leisure than ours, minutely detailing every ' 
part of the affair. This Paper, after theDqUdstion, Burn Or in- 
sert? IS to have tlie lot of appearing here, with what abridg- 
ments arc possible: 

^Sundav If/ 1741. The King having Wablished lUJtnself 

• in 1 lerm Scultct’s Ciarden-ilouse, not far from the Schweidnitz Gate, 

• there began a delicate and ^eat operation. The lava l^ft 

• cautions manner, in the gray of the morning, prsh out their 

® Helden^Gesckichtey i. 534. 
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* loWi^rds thd 'Ihree Gates oi) thij> $idb of the Ofter; sejze any Excise 
‘ House/' 07 * the like, that may be fit for a post; and Softly put ** twenty 

* grenadiers” in it. All this before sumisc? Breslau is rigidly shut; 
‘ Breslau thought always it could stand itp?)n its guard, if attacked 

* IS now, in Official quarters, dismally uuctjgtani if it can; general po- 

* pulation becoming certain that it eannol, and waiting anxious on the 

* dc\’elopmeut of this grand diaraa. • 

* About 7 A M. a Prussian ‘aibiltern idvanting within cry of the 
*■ Schweidnitx Gate, requests of the Town guard thei< , 1 o send him out 

* a Town-Officer. Town Officer appears, is mfoimef!, “ Thai Colonels 
' Posad ow sky And Borck, Commissionei s 01 plcnipotentiaiy Messengers 

* from his Prussian Majesty, dcsirg admittance to the Cniet MagiAiate 
‘ of Bicslau, for the purpose J^i^gnifying whnl his Piussiaii Ma)csty*s 
‘ lilstruotions aie.” Fou^pmeu bows, and goc-. upon his errand. 

* Town-Officer IS some c^iderable time befoie he can utum; City 

* Atttliortties being, as we know^, vaiious, partly TmpemI partly Civic; 
' elderly; and some of them gone lo church,— foi matins, 01 to be out of 
‘ the way Houever, he does at It-I icliirn; admits the tvo C oloneK, 

* and cscoils them honourably, to the (Jut (1 oid Mavoi) 

* old Herr von Gutzmar’s; where the pool old ‘Mbe idcnt of the Ohy 

* 4 fnf^ (Von Sebaffgotsch the name of this hitler) is likewise m at 

* tendance. ^ 

^Prussian Majesty's proposals aie of the mildest sviit ‘ Nothing 
' demanded of Breslau but the plainly indispensable nil indisputable, 

* That Biussia be in it what Austria has been Tn all else, statn<: (me 
‘ btricl neutiality to Breidau, lesptd for its prniUgts is i hree City 

< of the Reich; protection to all its lights and piivilcgc* whaistievcr 

* Shill be guarded by Us own Ganison, no Fnissiin soldiei lo mtei 
‘ except with side-arms; only 3c i iianK hir the King s pel son, who will 

* sisil the City foi a lew days, — int«,nd'> to foim j M iga/inc, with guaid 

^ of 1,000 men, but only outside the City no letjiiisiiion:^, leady-money 
‘for everything. Chiel Syndic Gutznuai and Pie ident Schifigotbch 
‘ shall consider these points, Syndic ind Piesidcnt answer, Surely! 
‘ Cannpt, however, decide till they have assembled the Town- Rath ; 
‘ the two IlerKsa Colonels will pkuse to be gu^tst'j of Breslau, and lodge 
‘ m the City ull then. • 

‘And they lodged, accordingly, m the “ C 9 os^ (called also 

^ Sah^Mng^ big Central Squaic^ wheie the Rathliaus *); and they 

* made and received visits, — visitc*d especially the ( hief President’s 
‘Office,^ the Ober-Amt, signified tj^eie, that his Piussian Majesty's 
‘ cxpegtation was, They would give some account ol that rathei high 
‘ PiOcUmation or Patent” they had published ngnmit him the othei 
‘ day, amid thunder ami lightning here, and ^hat they now' thought 
‘ would be expedient upon U ? All m grave omcial terms, but of such 

< a purport a$ wa* not exhilarating to everybody m those Ubei-Amt 
^ liDcidipou* ^ 


% 1 i 537^ 
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^ Mmiay mrnin^%i Jamoary.s The Rath is att^ t6h* 

* suits, — consults at greaLlenglh* i?a/> 4 -Hottse att 4 Syndic Guti^r, 

^ in such crisis, would fam^h^ve advice from 4w^-House or President 

* Schaflfgotbch j but can get none ; considerabW: coining and going be- 
^ tween them : at length, #iboat 5 in the afternoon, the TrCafy i$ got 

* drawn up ; is signed by the^due Breslau hand^, and by the two Prus- 

* sian Colonels, — which lattS: ride out with it, about 4 of the clock; 
^victorious after thiityhouis. Sliaight towards the Scultet Garden 

* ride they; Town-guard presenting Arms, at the Schweidhita Gate; 

* nay Town-band bieaking-out inTo music, which 1$ never done but to 
‘ Ambassadors and high people. By thirty hours of steady soft pres- 
' sure, they have bi ought it thus far^^ 

* Friedrich bad wailed patiently all i 3 ti*^day, keeping steady guard 

* at the Gates ; but on Monday, naturally, the thirty hours began to 
‘ hang heavy; at all events, he perceived that it would l>e Well to facili* 

* tate conclusions a liitle fioni without Breslau stands on the West, 

* more strictly speaking, on the South side of the Oder, which makes 
‘ an elbow here, and thus bounds it, or mostly bounds it, oa two sides. 

‘ The big diab-coloLiicd River spreads out into Islands, of a confused 

* soil, as it passes; which aie paiily built upon, and constitute suburbs 

* of the Town, — stretching over, here akI there, into straggle$ of far 

* ther suburb beyond the River, where a road with its bndge happens 

* to cross foi the Eastern parts The principal of these Islands is the 

* Dorn Tmelj ^ — known to General Biown^ and us, — *on which U the 
‘ Cathedral, and the Close with rich Canons and their edifaces; Island 

* filled with strong high architecture; and a superior military post. 

* Fiiednch has already as good as possessed himself of the Three 

* landward Gates, winch look to the south and to the west; the nver- 
‘ ward gates, or those on the north and. the east, he perceives that it 
‘ weie good now also to have; these, and even perhaps something 
'more? “Gathei all the nvci -boats, make a bridge of them across 

* the Oder; push acro*-^ 400 men this is done on Monday momiUg, 

' under the King’s own eye. Th;*! done, March up to that riVerwaid 
' Gate, and also to that othei, in a mild but dangerous-looking man- 

* ner; hew the beams of said Ga*2 in two; start the big locks; fling 
‘ wide open said Gate and Gates this too is toe ; Town-gUfud; look- 
‘ itig moumfifily on. This done, ‘‘ March forward swiftly, m lw0 halves 

* without beat of drum, — whitherwrard you know!” 

* Those three hundred Austrian DragooHSf we saw them leave the 

* Dom Island, three days ago; there aie at present only Sijt Men, of 

* the Bishop’s Guard, walking under arms there^-^it the end of the 
Chief bridge, on the TijwnWard side of thetr I>om Island. See, Prus- 

' sian caps and muskets, ye six men under arms ! The six men clutch 

* at their drawbridge, and hastily set about hoisting cd’is, 

‘ Prussian corps, which has come privately by the eastern {jaac Countiy- 

* Wju«i) Bridge, King himself with M, tap^ them the shoelto tlw 
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‘ j mildly constrains the six into their guardliouse : the draiv^ 

* bridge falls; 400 Prussian grenadiers take qtict possession pf the Dom 
^ Island : King may return to the Scultet^ Garden, having quickened 
‘ the laav hours in tins manner, To such the Canons as he came 
‘ upon, Majesty xhost polite ; they most bubmiss. The six sol- 

* diers of the dra’wbridge, having spoken t little loud,-— still more a too 
‘ zealoui> beef-eater of old Schaffgotsch’s found here, who had been very 
‘ loud,— ‘Were put under arrebi; but more for foim's sake; and were let 

* go, in a day or two,* 

Nothing could be gentler on Friedrich’s part, and on that 
of his Two Colonels, than delicate operation throughout: 
—and at 4 p.m,, after tWfly hours of waiting, it is done, and 
nobody's skin scyatch^u Old Syndic Gutzmar, and the Town- 
Rath, urged by perils and a Town Population who are Pro- 
testant, have signed the Surrender w'lth goodwill, at least with 
resignation, and a feeliftg of relief. The Ober-Amt Officials 
have likewise had to sign; full of all the silent spleen an'd de- 
spondency which is natural to the situation : spleen which, in 
the case of old Schaffgotsch, weak with age, becomes passion- 
ately audible here and the^e. He will have to give account of 
that injurious Proclamation, or Queen’s Patent,” to this King 
that has now come. 

King enters Breslau ; stays there, gracious and vigilant. 
Four Days (Jan. 2d-6th, 1741). 

In the Royal Entrance which took place next day, note 
these points. Syndic Gutzmar and the Authorities came out, 
in grand coaches, at 8 in the morning; had to wait a while; 
the King»^ having ridden away to look after his manifold affairs, 
did not get back till 10. Town Guard and Garrison are all 
drnwn out ; Gates aU flung open, Prussian sentries withdrawn 
from tttem, ^nd from the Excise-houses they had seized : King's 
Kitch^n-And-Proviaut Carriages (four mules to each, with bells, 
with hrtcommonly rich housings): King’s Body^- Coach very 
grand indeed, and grandly escorted, the Thirty Bodyguards 
riding ah^ad; but nothing in itf only a most superfine cloak 

* lined wholly with ermine’ flung upon the seat. Other Coaches, 
more or less grandly escorted; Head CJpp-bearers, Seneschals, 
Pjprtces, Margraves >— -but Where is the King ? King had rid- 
den awaft a s^nd time, with chiet Generals, taking survey of 
tbe Town Wi^Sj^iound aS fiar as the ZiegeUThor (Tile-Gate, 
extreme by ttie river-edge); he has thus made the 
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wfeole circuit of Breslau ;-H.unwearied in picking-up useful' kn<«sr>- 
ledgc, * though it was v«fv cold,’ while that Protession of Coadbes 
went on. ^ 

At noon, his Majesty, thrifty of time, did ehtet : <in horjse 
back, Schwerin riding with him ; behind him miscellaneous 
chief Officers ; Borck and Posadowsky among others ; some 
miscellany of Page-people following. With this natural escort,, 
he rode in; Town-Major (Commandant of Town-guard), with 
drawn sword going ahead ; — -King wore his usual Cocked Hat* 
and practical Blue Cloak, both a^'ttle dimmed by service ; but 
his gray horse was admiiablc ; aiKlSvir starlet Footmen, grand 
as galoon and silver fringe could makS»i,hem, did the due mag- 
nificence in dress. He was very grafcious ; saluting to this side 
and to that, wheie he noticed people of condition in the win- 
dows. * Along Schweidnitz Street, across the Great Ring, down 
Albrecht Street,’ He alighted, to lodge, at the Coimt-Schlegen- 
berg House; which used to be the Austrian Cardinal von Sin- 
zendorf Pumate of Silesia’s hired lodging,— SmzendorPs fur- 
niture IS put gently aside, on this i!kjw occasion. King came 
on the balcony ; and stood there for some minutes, that every- 
body might see him. The “ immense shoutings,’^ Dryasdust 
assures me, have been exaggerxited ; and I am warned not to 
believe the Krie^s-Fama such and such a Numbei, except after 
comparing it with him. — That day there was dinner of more 
than thirty covers, ( hicf Syndic Gutzmar ard Other such guests ; 
but as to the vixinds, says my friend, these, owing to the haste, 
were nothing to speak of.^ 

Dinner, better and better ordered, King more and more 
gracious, so it continued all the four days of his Majesty's stay : 
— on the second day lie had to rise suddenly from tablo, and 
leave his guests with an apology ; something having gone a^vry, 
at one of the Gates. Awry there, between the Town Authori- 
ties and a CJeneral Jeetz of his, — who is on march across the 
River at this moment (on wh<it errand we shall hear)* and a 
little mistakes the terms, ffts Majesty puts Jeetz right ; and 
even waits, till he sees his Brigade and him clear across. A 
junior Schaffgotsch,'^ i^t the inconsolable Schaftgotsch senior* 
but his Nephew, was ope of the guests this second day ; an 
ecclesiastic, but of witty fashionable type, and I thjpk a v&y 
worthless fellow, though of a family important in the Province^ 

t UtUm<C€9Ckkkti^ 1. 54S-'54& ^ tSBk 
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Dinner falls about noon ; does not last atjove tiro hours or 
three, so that there is space for a ride (Ro the Dom,* the first 
afternoon, ‘ four runners’ always), and for much in-door woilc, 
before the supper-hour. 

As the Austrian Authorities sal sjlent in their place, and 
gave no explanation of that '* Patent,” affixed amid thunder and 
lightning,— they got orders from his Majesty to go their ways 
next day ; and went In behalf of old President von Schaflf- 
gotsch, a chief of the Silesian Nobility, and man much loved, 
the Breslau people, and men from every guild and lank of so- 
ciety, made petition That kl^hould be allowed to continue in 
his Town House hcre^^Which ‘‘ first request of yours” his 
Majesty, with much grace, is sorry to be obliged to refuse. 
The suppressed, and insuppressible, weak indignation of old 
Schaffgotsch is visible on the occasion , nor, I think, docs 
Friedrich take it ill; only sends him out of the way wnth it, for 
the time. The Austrian Ober-Ami vanished bodily fiom Bres- 
lau in this manner; and never returned Propei War-Com- 
mission {Feld-KHejs^s-Comi^issariat)," with Muncho.v, one of 
those skilful Custrin Munchows, at the top of it, oiganised it- 
self instead; which, almost of necessity, became Supieme Go- 
vernment in a City ungoverned otherwise. — and truly there 
was little regret of the Obor'Amt, m Breslau , and ever less, 
to a marked extent, as the ycais went jii. 

On the Sth of January (fourth and last night here), his 
Majesty gave a grand Ball. Had hired, or Colonel Posadowsky 
instead of him had hired, the Assembly Rooms {RcdouienSaal) 
for the purpose: “ Invite all the Nobiht\ high and low;” — ex- 
pense by estimate is a ducat (half-guinea) eacli , do it well, 
and his Majesty will pay. About 6 in the evening, bis Majesty 
in person did us the honour to »drive over ; opened the Ball 
with Madw the Countess von Schlegenberg (I should guess, 
a Dowager Lady), in whose house he lodges. 1 an^not aware 
that his Majesty danced much farther , but he was very con- 
descending, and spok# and smiled* up and down ; — till, about 
10 P.M., an Officer came in with a Letter. Which Letter his 
Majesty having readj and seemingly ask^ed a question or two 
in regard to it, put silently in his pocket, as if it were a fin- 
ishett thinft^ Nevertheless, after a few minutes, his Majesty 
was found to have sil<?ntly withdrawn; and did not return, not 
even to supper, l^erceiving which, all the Prussian official 
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people gradually withdrew; though the dancing and auppiog 
continued not the lesf, to a late hour.* 

f 

“Open theAustriawiMail^bag see a nttleAvbkt 

they are saying over theyeT* Such order had evidently been 
given, this night* In consequence of \vhich> people wrote by 
Dresden, and not the direct way, in future ; wishing to avoid 
that openabie Felleisen. Next morning, January 6th, his Ma- 
jesty had left for Ohlau, — early, I suppose; though there 
proved to be nothing dangerous jihead there, after all, 

CHAPTER 

FRIEDRICH PUSHES FORWARD TOWARDS BRIEG AND NEISSE. 

Ohlau is a pleasant little Town, two marches south-east 
of Breslau ; with the Ohlau River on one side, and the Oder 
on the other ; capable of some defence, were there a garrison. 
Brieg the important Fortress, still on the Oder, is some fifteen 
miles beyond Ohlau ; after which, bending straight south and 
quitting Oder, Neisse the still more important may be thirty 
miles ; — from Breslau to Neisse, by this route (which is dow^ 
not string), sixty-five or seventy miles. One of my Topo- 
graphers yields this Note, if readers care for it ; 

‘ Ohlau River, an insignificant drab-colourcd stream, rises well south 

* of Breslau, about Strchlen; makes, at first, direct eastward towards 

* the Oder ; and then, when almost close upon it, breaks off to north, 

* and saunters along, irregularly paraUel to Oder, for twenty miles farther, 

* before it can fall faiily in. To this circumstance both Breslau and a 

* Town of Ohlau owe their existence; 'fowns, both of them, ‘'between 
‘ the waters,'* and otherwise well seated ; Ohlau sheltering itself in the 
‘ attempted outfall of its little rive^ ; Breslau dustering itself about the 
‘ actual outfall : both very defensible places in the old rude time, and 
‘ good for trgde in all limes. Both Oder and Qhlau Rivers have split 
‘ and spread themselves into islands and deltas a, good deal, at their 
‘ place of meeting ; and even have changed tjjeh courses, and.cubout 
‘ new channels for themselves, ^Tti the ^andy country ; making a very 
^ intricate watery network of a site for Bredatl : hnd indeed the Ohlau 

* River here, for centuries back, has been compelled into wide meander* 
^ ingji, mere filling oi raMpart-ditches, .so that it issues quite obscurely, 

* and in an artifickd engineered condition, at Breslau.* 

Ohlau had been expected to mahe some defence ; General 
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Btowne having thrown 300 men into it^^and done what he 
coul 4 for the works» And Ohiau did at^rst threaten to make 
sonie ; but thought better of it overni^t, and in effect made 
none ; but was gat (morning of Januay 9th) on the common 
terms, by merely matching up to irin minatory posture. 
"Prisoners Of War, ifyOu make resi^ance; Free Withdrawal*' 
(Liberty to march away, arms shouldered, and not serve against 
us for a year), " if you have made none this is the common 
course, wher^ there arc Austrian Soldiers at all ; the course 
where none are, and only a few Syndics sit, with their Tpwn- 
Key laid on the table* a to the stronger hand, we have 
already seen. 

From Ohiau, pro]i(ar Detachment, under General Kleist, 
is pushed forward to summon Bricg; Jeetz from the other side 
of the river (whom we saw crossing at Breslau the other day, 
interrupting his Majesty's dinner) is to cooperate with Kleist 
in that enterprise, — were the Cduntry once cleared on his, 
Jeetz’s, east side of Oder ; especially were Namslau once had, 
a small Town and Castle^i-ovcr there, which commands the 
Polish and Hungarian road. Friedrich’s hopes arc buoyant ; 
Schwerin is swiftly rolling forward to rightward, nothing re- 
sisting him ; Detachment is gone from Schwerin, over the 
Hills, to Glatz (the Orajschafi, or County Glut/, an Appendage 
to Schlcsien), underv excellent guidance ; under guidance, 
namely, of Colonel Camas, who has just come home from his 
Parisian Embassy, and got launched among the wintry moun- 
tains, on a new operation, — which, however, proves of non- 
effect for the present. 1 

Indeed, it is observable that southward of Breslau, the dis- 
pute, what dispute there can be, properly begins ; and that 
General Browne is there, and shows himself a shining man in 
this difficult poi^ition. It must '"be owned, no General could 
have made his Small means go farther. Effective, garrisons, 
1,600 each, put into Bricg and Neissc; works repaired, maga- 
zines collected, there and elsewhcu^; the rest of his poor 7,000 
thriftily sprinkled about, in what good posts there are, and 
* capable of being got together in six hours :* a superior sol- 
dier, this Browne, though with a very bad task ; and seems to 
haAiO inspired ^everybody with something of his own temper, 

* lUt4in^:thkhi9^ i 678; Orllch, Gttchichh dtr hii 4 m SthUsischen 
l49r * o ^ 
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So that tb^re is nferchtng* detaching, miscellaneous difficulty 
for Friedrich in this^^quarter, more than had been expected. 
If the fate of Brieg a^id Neisse be inevitable, Brbl«ne ^ihies 
wonders to delay it. 

Of the Prussian marches in these parts, recorded by intri- 
cate Dryasdust, there was no point so notable to me as this 
unrecorded one : the Stone Pillar which, I sCe, the Kleist De* 
tachment was sure to find, just now, on the march from Ohlau 
to Brieg ; last portion of that march, between the village of 
Briesen and Brieg. The Oder.Wjjmng on your left hand, is 
hereabouts agreeably clothed withw^ds : the country, origin- 
ally a swamp, has' been drained, and tivpn to the plough, in 
an agreeable manner ; and there is an excellent road paved 
with solid whinstoiie, — quarried in Strehlen, twenty miles away, 
among the Hills to the right yonder, as yon may guess ; — road 
very visible to the Prussian soldier, though he does not ask 
where quarried. These beautiful improvements, beautiful hu- 
manities, — were done by whom?\ * Done in 1534/ say the 
records, by ‘ George the Pious Duke of Liegnitz, Brieg and 
Wohlau ; 156 years ago. “ Pious” his contemporaries called 
this George ; - -he was son of the Erbverbriiderung Duke, who 
is so important to us ; he was grandfather's grandfather of the 
last Duke of all ; after whom it was that should have got 
these fine 'rerritorics , they should all Iiave fallen to' the Great 
Elector, had not the Austrian strong hand provided otherwise. 
George did these plantations, recoveries to the plough ; made 
this perennial whinstone road across the swamps; upon which, 
notable to the roughest Prussian (being ‘twelve feet high by 
eight feet square’), rises a Hewn Mass with this Inscription on 
it, — not of the name or date of George ; but of a thought of 
his, which is not withouL 0 pious beauty to me: 

Sir(cv€rHSit alii nobis^ nos Posieritati; 

Omnibus at Chrisim isirannt ad aslra viatn. 

Others have made roads for we make them for still others; 

Christ made a road to ihe .stars for us all.^ 

I know not how many Brandenburgers of General KleisPs De- 
tachment, or whether any, read this Stohe ; but they do all 
rustle past it there, claiming the Heritage of this Pious Geofge ; 

* ZdUncr, Bri^fe aier Schlahn, I 175; i. t. 
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their mute dim interview with him, In this manner, is a 
taxing slightly more memorable than orders of the day, at this 
date* • 

It was on the i ith, two days aft|r Ohlau, that General 
Kleist summoned Brieg ; and Bneg answered resolutely, No. 
There is a garrison of i,6oo hcre/and a proper magazine: 
nothing for it but to * mask* Brieg too ; Kleist on this side the 
River, Jeetz on that, — had JeeU once done with Nainslaii, which 
he has not by any means. Namslau’s answer was likewise 
stiffly in the negative ; and jeetz cannot do Namslau, at least 
not the Castle, all at4)nce * -having no siegc>c.innon. Seeing 
such stiffness cverywl^^l^ Fricdnch writes to Glogau, to the 
Young Dessauer, " Sii^-aftillery hither 1 Swift, by the Oder ; 
you don't need it where you are — and wisln. j it were .irrived* 
for behoof of Neisse and these stiff humouis. 

Friedrich comes across to Ottmachau : sits there^ in survey 
of NeissCy till his Cannon come. 

The Prussians met wii^h serious resistance, foi the first 
time (9th January, same day when Olilau yielded), at a place 
called Ottmachau ; a considerable little 'I'own and Castle on 
the Neissc River, not far west of Neissc Town, almost at the 
very south of Silesia. It lay on the route of St hwrerin’s Co- 
lumn; long distances ahead of LicgniU, — say, by straight 
highway a hundred miles ; — during which, to right and to left, 
there had been nothing but submission hithcito. No resist- 
ance was expected here either, for thert was not hope in any ; 
only that Browne had been here; industrious to create delay 
till Neisse were got fully leady. lie ib, b> t\cry means, gird- 
ing- up the loins of Neissc for a tight defence ; has put 1,600 
men into it, with proper stores for them* with .1 resolute skilful 
Captain at the top of them : assiduous Browne had been at 
Ottmachau, as the outpost of Neissc, a day or ^wo before ; 
and, they say, had admonished them " Not to yield on any 
terms, for he would# certainly ciine to their relief.*’. Which 
doubtless he would have done, had it been in his power ; but 
how, except by miracle, could it be ? On the 9th of January, 
when Schwerin comes up, Browne is agibn waiting hereabouts. 
Again in defensive^ posture, but without force to undertake 
anythipg^ stands on the Southern Uplands, with Bdhmenand 
Mahren and thov^&iant Mountains at his back ; — stands, so to 
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speak, defensive at |iis own House-door, in this maiiiner ; and 
will have, after smng^ Ottmachau’s fate and Neisse*$,' to duek 4 n 
with a i^Iatn I At any he had left these Towns in aWe 
fioa humour, screwed to the sticking-place; and had then ^1- 
loped elsewhither to scfisw and prepare. 

And so the Ottmachan Austrians, • 360 picked grenadiers* 
(400 dragoons there also at first were, who, after flourishing 
about on the outskirts as if for fighting, rode away), fire • 
perat,* says my intricate friend entirely refusing terms from 
‘ Schwerin ; kill twelve of his people (Major de R^ge, distin- 
guished Engineer Major, one of^^m) so that Schwerin has 
to bring petards upon them, fou^^nnon upon them; and 
burst-in their Town Gate, almost theiN'Jifstle Gate, and pretty ' 
much their Castle itself ; — wasting three days of his time upon 
this paltry matter. Upon which they do signify a willingness 
for ** Free Withdrawal.” “ No, ihr Herren*' answers Schwerin ; 
“not now ; after such mad explosion. His Majesty will have 
to settle it.” Majesty, who is by this time not far off, comes 
over to Oumachau (January I2tlj); gives words of rebuke, 
rebuke not very inexorable; and admits them Prisoners of 
War. *The officers were sent to Ciistrin, common men to 
Berlin ;* the usual arrangement in such case. Ottmachau Town 
belongs to the Right Reverend von Sipzendorf, Bishop of Bres- 
lau, and Primate; whose especial Palace is in Neisse; though 
he ‘ commonly sends his refractory Priests to do their penance 
in the Schloss at Ottmachau here,’ — and, I should say, had 
better himself make terms, and come out hitherward, under 
present aspects. 

Friedrich continues at Ottmachau ; head-quarters there 
thenceforth, till he? see Neissc settled. On the morrow, 13th, 
he learns that the Siege Anilltry is at Grotkau ; welt forward 
towards Ncissc ; half way between Brieg and it. Same day, 
Colonel Ca&ias returns to him out of Glatz ; five of bis men 
lost ; and reports That Browne has ha^ the roads torn up* 
that Glatz is mere ice and obstruction, and that nothing can 
be made of it at this season. Good news alternating with not 
»o good. « 

The truth is, Friedrich has got no Strong Place in Sc^le- 
sien ; all strengths make unexpected defence ; paltry little 

4 Hehien-Gesfhkhiet i. 674-4771 Orliptt,/. $0. 
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^famslau itself cannot be quite taken, Castle cannot, till Jeetz 
gets his siege-artillery, — ’s^hfeh does no# come along so fast as 
that to Neisse does. Here an Excerpt from my Dryasdust, 
exact though abridged, concerning Jeeft : 

* January 174.1. Prusbians, maifers of the Town for a couple 
of weeks back, have got into the Church at Namslau, into the Cloibtei ; 

‘ are preparing plank floors for batteries, cutting loop-holes ; diligent 

* as possible,— siege-gtins now at last just coming. The Castle fires 

* fiercely on them, makes furious sallies, steals six of our oxen, — makes 

* insolent gestures from the walls; at least one soldier docs, this day. 

‘ ** Sir, may I give thatl^low a .hot?** asks the Prussian sentry. “Do, 

* then,*’ answers his Major: ^ too insolent that one!” And the sentry 

* explodes ou him ; brihgj^mm plunging down, head foremo-st {herunter 
^ fiirzelte) ; the too insolent mortal, silent enough thenceforth .’* — Jeetz 
did get his cannon, Ihougli not till now, this veiy day I think; and 
then, in a couple of days more, jeet^ Imished-off Nainslau (‘ olfiters to 
Ctisirin, common men to Berlin’) ; and thereuj^on blockades the Eastern 
side of Rneg, joining hands with Kleist on the Wcstein : w hereby Brieg, 
like Glogau, is completely masked, — till the season mend. 

Friedrich, now that bis^artillcry is come, experts no dif- 
ficulty with Neisse. A * paltry hamlet (bicoque)' he playfully 
calls it ; and, except this, Silesia is now his. Neisse got 
(which would be the desirable thing), or put under ‘ mask* as 
Glogau is, and as Brieg is being, Austria possesses not an 
inch of land within these borders. Here are some Epistolary 
snatches ; still in the light style, not to say the flimsy and 
uplifted ; but worth giving, so transparent are they ; offhand, 
like words we had heard his Majesty speak, in his high mood : 

Kmg to M, Jordan, at Berlin (Two successive Letters). 

r®. * Otffnachau^ \^h Jan. 1 741 ’ (second tkiy after our arrival there). 
‘ My dear Monsieur Jordon, my swe<^ Monsieur Jordan, my qxuet Mon- 

* sieur Jordan, my good, my benign, my pacific, my hum.ancsi Monsieur 

* Jordan,—-'! announce to Thy Serenity the conquest of Si^^sia ; I warn 
‘ thee of the bombardment of Neisse* (just getting ready), ‘ and I prepoie 
' thee for still more impqjrtant projects : and instruct thee of the happi- 

* e$t successes that the womb of Fortune ever bore. 

* This ought to suffice thee, Be my Cicero as to the justice of my 

* cause, and 1 will be thy Csesar as to the ejfccution. Adieu : thou 

* kftowest whether I am not, with the most cordial regard, thy faithful 

* fri«nd»--F.» 

^ OtiinacMUf t^th January 1741. I have the honour to infonn 

* * ffebshn^tk^chkhif, 1. 703, 
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* yottr Humanity that w<? ewe christianly prepaafing to bombawi Keis^i 

* and that if the place wi&l not sufi^ender Of good will, n«6ds Jatufet 

‘ it be beaten to powder sera de PMmerY For the yest, ottf 

* affairs go the best in the world ; and soon thou wilt hear nothing m<^e 

* of us. For in ten days it will all be over ; and I shall have the plea^ 

‘ sure of seeing you and heai'ing you, in about a fortnight, 

‘ I have seen neither my Brother’ (August Wilhelm, not long ago af 
Strasburg Ai-ith us, and betrotlied since then) * nor KeySerlmg i 1 left 

* them at Breslau, not to expose them to the dai^ers of war. They 

* perhaps will be a little angry ; but what can I do?— The father sl% on 

* this occasion, one cannot sliarc in the glory, unless one is a mortar ! 

‘Adieu, M. le ConseiUer’ (roor’s^^^rM, s^^yled). ‘ Go and amuse 

* yourself with Horace, study PausaniaSy^nd be gay over Anacreonu 
‘ As to me, nho for amusement have nolmk^ bntmcrions, fasdnes and 
‘ gabions,* I pray God to grant me .soon a pleasanter and peacefuler 
‘ occupation, and you health, satisfaction and whatever your heart de* 
‘ sires. — F.’« 


Fried} ich to M, le Comte Algarotti (gone on a Journey), 

* Ottniachau^ i yM January t 741 ’ (same day as the above to Jordan), 

‘ I have begun to settle the h igure of Prussia : the outline will not be 
‘ altogether regular j for the whole of Silesia is taken> except one miscr- 

* able hamlet {hicoqut)^ winch perhaps I shall have to keep blockaded 
‘ till next spring. 

* Up to this time, the whole conquest has cost only Twenty Men, 

‘ and Two Officers, one of A\hom is the poorDeRege» whom you have 
‘ seen at Berlin,’ — De Rtgc, Engineer Major, jkilled heie at Ottmachau, 

‘ in Schwerin’s late tiis«^lc. 

‘ You are greatly wanting to me here. So Soon as you have talked 
‘ that business over, write to me about it.’ (What is the business? 
Whither is the du^ky SA\an of Padua gone?) ‘ In all these three hun- 
‘ dred miles I liave found no Imman rreatare comparable to the Swan 

* of Padua. 1 would willingly give ten cubic leagues of ground for a 

* genius .similar to yours. But I perceive I was about entreating you 
‘to retuin fast, and jofti me again, — while you are not yet arrived 
‘ where your errand was. Make haste to arrive, then; to execute your 
‘ commission, and fly back to me. T wish you had U Fortunatus Hat j 
‘ it is the offly thing defective in your outfit. 

‘Adieu, dear Swan of Padua: think, I pray you, sometimes oftl;to$e 

* who are getting themselves f«it in slices’ ^Hiner^ chined) ‘ for the 
‘ sake of gloiy here, and above all do not forget your friends who think 
' a thousand times of you, — F^ dj^ric.’^ 

The object of thi dear Swan’s journey, or even the where- 


i^M^lonsarer ^ - 

pet /that is. between the embrasures) of a Fortification: fascines ‘are of 

WsWood lor fiHiog-qp a ditch; gabions, batttetafillea \rith eanh, to be iu 
defimee till you get trenches dug. 

0 CSi)t9ta de Fr&tiffie, xvU.^ V lb, flA, 
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abotits of it, cannot be discovered withotft difficulty ; and is 
not iKiuch worth discovering. ‘Goneaio Turin/ we at last 
make out, ‘ with secret commissions desirable to sound the 
Sardinian Majesty a little, who is Door|f:eeper of the Alps, be- 
tween France and Austria, and opens^to the best bidder ? No 
great things of a meaning in this mission, we can guess, or 
Algarotti had not gone upon it, — thougli he is handy, at leist, 
for keeping it unnoticed by the (lazcitecr species. Nor was 
the Swan successful it would seem ; the more the pity for our 
Swan 1 However, he comes back sate ; attends Friedrich in 
Silesia ; and in the o* uQxt month leaders will see him, 

if any reader wished it. 

CHAPTER VI. 

NEISSL IS BOMBAKDLD. 

NntsSE, which Friedrich calls a paltry hamlet ibicoque) is 
a pleasant strongly-fortdied Town, then of perhaps 6 or 8,000 
inhabitants, now of double fhat number ; stands on the right 
or south bank of the Neisse, - at this day, on both banks. 
Pleasant broad streets, high strong houses, mostly of stone. 
Pleasantly encircled by green Hills, northwartl buttresses of 
the Giant Mountains ; itself standing low aiul level, on rich 
ground much inclined to be ^wain]>y. A lesser river, Biele, 
or Bielau, coming from the South, (lows leisurely enough into 
the Neisse, — filling all the Fortress ditches, by the road. Or- 
chard-groWth and meadow-growth are lordly (hen hih \ ; a land 
rich in fruit, and flowing with miJk and lionc>. Much given 
to weaving, brewing, stocking-making ; and, moreover, trades 
greatly in these articles, and above all yi Wine. Yearly on 
St Agnes Day, ^2ist January, jf not a Sunday/ there is a 
Wine-fair here ; Hungarian, of every quality from Tokay down- 
ward, is gatlrercd here for distribution into Gcnnar^' and all 
the Western Countries. While you drink your Tokay, know 
that it comes through*Neisse. Sf, Agnes Day falls but un- 
handily this year ; and I think tho Fair will, as they say, 
Ueiben^ or not be held. ^ 

Nei^e is a Nest of Priests {Pfiiffen-Nest)^ says Friedrich 
onceH whicjl^ came iu this way. About 600 years ago, an ill- 

n JDenkui. (Uerka, iTpo), i. tglB, A poOt Book: 
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conditioned Heit-Ayparent of the Liegnitz Sovereign to whom 
1 % then belonged, quai^eljed with his Father, quarreUed slightly 
with the Universe ; moping about for some Um«i 

went into the Church.- Having Keisse for an apanage already 
his oa-n, he gave it to me Bishop of Breslau ; whose, in spite 
of the old Father’s protestings, it continued, and continues^ 
Bishops of Breslau are made very grand by it ; Bishops of 
Breslau have had their own difficulties here. Thus once (in 
our Perkin-Warheck time, a.d. 1497), a Duke of Oppelfr, sit- 
ting in some Official Conclave or meeting of magnates here, — » 
zealous for country privilege, and fceliflg himself insufferably 
put upon, — started up, openly defiant of Official men ; glaring 
wrathfully into Duke Casimir of TesoKfin (Bohemian-Anstrian 
Captain of Silesia), and into the Bishop of Breslau himself ; 
nay at last; tlashed out his sword upon those sublime digni^ 
taries. For which, by and by, he had to lay his head on 
the block, in the great square here ; and died penitent, we 
hope- 

This place, my Dryasdust informs me, had many accidents 
by floudage and by fire ; was seized and re^seized in the Thirty- 
Years War especially, at a great rate : Saxon Arnheim, Austrian 
Hoik, Swedish Torstenson; no end to the battering and burn- 
ing poor Neisse had, to the big ransoms * in new Ueichsthalers 
and 300 casks of wine/ But it always rebuilt itself, and b^gan 
business again. How happy when it could get under some 
effectual Protector, of the Liegnitz line, of the Austrian-Bohe- 
mian line, and this or the other battering, just suffered, was to 
be the last for some time! — Here again is a battering coming 
on it ; the first of a scries tint are now imminent. 

The reader is requested to look at Neisse; fpr beside^ the 
Tokay wine, there \^ill things arrive there.-— Neisse River* let 
us again mention, is one of* Four bearing that name, and all 
bdonginjr to the Oder: — could not they be labelled, then. Or 
numherea^ in some way ? This Neisse* which we could call 
Neisse the First (and wlu(^ careful readers may as well make 
acquaintance with on their Map, where too they will find Neisse 

Second^ * the VViithende or Roaring NefesO,* and two others 
which concern us IdSs), rises in the ♦Weiifcem Snow-Mountains 
{Schneegtbirge)* South-Western or ,OtaU district ojf thoGinnt 
Mountains; drains GlatzC<mnty and £rOw^ big ttere; washes 
the Tou^n of Glatz; then eastward by O^nmaraau, by Nefesg 
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Town; whence turning rather abruptly north or north-east, it 
gets into the 04 er not far south of Br^^, 

Neisse as a Place of Arms, the cftief Fortress of Silesia 
and the nearest to Austria, is cxtremefy desirable for Friedrich; 
but there is no hope of it without some kind of Siege ; and 
Friedrich determines to try in that way. From Ottmachau, 
accordingly, and from the other sides, the Siege- Artillery being 
now at hand, due force gathers itself round Neisse, Schwerin 
taking charge; andjjjjr above a week there is demonstrating 
and posting* summoning and parleying ; and then, for three 
days, with pauses intg^:cning, there is extremely furious bom- 
bardment, red-hot at times: “Will you yield, then?’* — with 
steady negative from Neisse, Friedrich's quarter is at Ottma- 
chau, twelve miles off ; from which he can ride over, to see 
and superintend. The fury of his bombardment, which natu- 
rally grieved him, testifies the intensity of his wish. But it was 
to no purpose. The Commaj;^dant, Colonel von Roth (^the same 
who was proposed for Breslau lately, a wise head and a stout, 
famed in defences) had 'poured water on his ramparts,’ after 
well repairing them, — made his ramparts all ice and glass; — 
and done much else. Would the reader care to look for a mo- 
ment? Here, from our waste Papei- masses, is abundance, 
requiring only to be abridged: 

*yan»arjf 1741: A/<f*/t/ay iiih. Monday 9th, 

‘ day when that sputter at Ottmach.iu began, — Pui'.sian light-troops 

* appeared transiently on the hcighu about Neisse, for the first time. 

* Directly on sight of whom, Cominaiidanl Roth assembled the Bur- 

of the place; took a new Oath of Fidelity from one and all; 

* adfr^oniUied them to do their utmost, as they should see him do. 

* The able-bodied and* likeliest of ijiem (say about 400) lie has had 

* arnuiged into Miliba Companies, with w'hat drill there could be in 
' the fntcrim; and since his coming, has cmploycrl every^moment in 

making ready. Wednesday nth, he locks all the Gates, and stands 

* strictly on his guatd. ^The inhabitants are mostly Catholic; with 

* sumptuous Bishops of Breslau, with ICrcuzAffTm (imaginary Tcutsqh 

* or other Hitters with some reality oi money), with Jesuit Dignitaries, 

* Church iukI QuasbOiurch OiHdalities, rcsic||pnt among them: j(fopu- 
^lation, high and low, U Juplined by creed to the Queen ot Hungary. 

* Hoth ha$ only i,aQo regular soldiers; at the outside 

* meif uhder nrms* but he has gunpowder, he has meal; experi- 

* etm also ahd oourqge; and hopes these may suffice him for a time, 

* ^ dtitittmiued <k»ntnandanta; oxpert in the defence of 
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* strong places* A bom Silesian (not Saxonj as some tbink), — awi is 

* of the Augsbmg Confe£ton; but tliat circumstanc<^ i% not important 
< here, though at Breslau Browne thought it was. 

* Jhtrsday \%tk. THb Prussians, m regular force, appear oh the 

* Kanmchen Borg (Cony so-called ftom its rabbits), south of the 

* River, eiideutly taking post there, Roth fires a signal shul^ the 

* Southern Subuibs of Neisso, as preappomterl, go up m flame; crackle 
‘ high and far; iii a lamcnuble raiimer {e)haimluh\ through the gmn 

* winter air«^ 'this is the day FiiedriLh came over to Ottmacbau, and 
settled the sputter there 

*Next day, and next again, the same phenomena at Neisse; the 

* Prussians edging t\ci ncirtr, building th<^ oattencs, preparing to 

* open their cannonade Whereupon Roikburas the lemaining Sub- 
‘ urbs, with hnientable crackle ; on all sSfif^'v now are mere a<d)es 
‘ Bishop’s Mill, h r inciscan Cloister, Bishop’s Plca.sure-’garden, with its 

* summer housf Bishop’s Hospital, and several Cliurches Roth iAn 

* spare none of ihe^e things, with the Prussians nestling there* hurely 
‘the Bishop himself, rtspetlihk Cardinal (Iraf von Smrtndorf, liad 
‘ better get oat of the so lot ilitics while time yet is?’ “SatuitJay 

that was the day 1 ncdiicli, it Oitmaduu, uro^e as above to Jordan 
(Letter No i), the Neisse Subd^lj-. crackle<l lamentably, twelve 
miles off, ‘bchwtnn oi kr to bitak up, ur person, from Ottn>a- 
‘ chau tomoirow, and btgm actual huonesi* on the Kanin then Hill 
‘ yonder. 

* Sunday 15/// ^dnv crin does; mnichts across the River; takes 

* post on the soudi sule of Ncis>.t no able to the Sunday rustics No- 

* thing but burnt vilhges in<l bhek wdls foi Schwerin, in that Cpay- 

* IIill qiiaiter, and all round, and Roth salutes him with one twtftiy 
•four poundei, which did no huil Anri so the cannonade begins, 

* Sunday 15th, and intermittently, 01 both sides of the River, coil 

* tinues, always bursting out igain af mtirvals, till Wediies<rlay, a mere 
‘ preliminary cannonade on Schwerin’s part; making noise, doing 
•little Imrt intended mote to tenify, but without effect that way on 

* Roth or thelowmsfollfc Ihe poor Bishop did, on the second day of 
‘it, come out, and make appliQition to Schwerin; wast kmcUy con- 
‘ duUtd to Ills Maicsiy, who happ<‘ncd to be over there; was kept to 

* dinner, aia^'l easily hml leave to retire toFreywaldc» a Counfiy Rouftc 

* he has, in the safe* distance ‘ 1 here let him be qmet, well out of those 

* confiiscd battenngs and burnipgs of property* 

* Ills Majesty’s headquarter is at Ottmachau, but in two hours he 
' car^be here any day; and looU into everything? sorry that the can- 

* nonode does not yet aifiawer And remnants Of suburbs are still cra<ik- 
•ling into u&me; high, Country-Houses of Kreuzherren, of Jcsuhfs, 

* fanatic people seemingly all set against ua. Neisse -vy))! not yiekl 

* of good-wilt needs is it mnst be beat^ to powder/’ wrote hia Ma- 

^ jeaty ^ Jordan In these as we oeadabove* tto# i$ 

1 u m 
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* sorry to observe* the Prussians have still one Bishop^s^mansion, 

* m a place called the Karlau (Karl-Heados|^» with tlie B}shop’& wm- 
^ ter (hel all ready stacked there; but strides to take order about the 

* same* 

* tVidn^sday t8/A. This day two pro\o( 5 tions happened* First, in 
‘ Ihc morning by bis Majesty^ order, Colentl Borck (rhe «?ame we saw 

* at Heistal) had gqne with a Tmnipetei tow aids Roth; intending to 
'inform Roth how mild the terms would be, hou terrible the penalty 

* of not acceptii>g them. But Roth or Kotii’s peoi>le ‘^ingulirly disre- 
' gard Botek and his Parley Trumpet, answer Us bla^ti. by musketry; 

' hre upon it, nay again hre wore when n advontt- i step farther, on 
‘ these terms Borck n\j|lTrumpet had to iLturn \\ hnh much angered 

* his Majesty atOltmacnau that c\ening, as was natuial b ime cveu- 
‘ yig, our fine quarters in Me KaiUu cnckhd up in ilame, I lit Bishop ’i» 
' wintei firewood all alJfigwith it this was piovot-iOon ccoi. I Roth 

* had taken oider with the Karhu, and got a resolute Butcher to do 

* the feat, under pielext ot biingiiu'^ us b tf Ii is picnang loM, only 

* blackened walls for us now m the Rirlau or tJcLuhcie His Ma^ 

< jesty, naturally much augeicd oidcis for the monow a dose of bomb- 

* shells and red-hot balls, I’laiil a few moitus on the North side too, 

' ordeis his Majesty. 

* Thursday 19M. Accordil^gly, by % of tlie clock, cannon batteries 
' reawaken with <1 mighty noise, an<l icd hot l>allN au noticeable, and 
‘ at 10 the actual bombarding burst-, out ttniblc ’o hear and see,— 

* first shell lallmg in lUubu/ the klotbici s shop, bat being happily 
' got under. Roth has his City Mihtia companies, fi'-ganised w ith w aler 

* hoses for quenching of the red hot balls, in whn h they became ex 

* pert. So that though the tire caught many houses, thev always put 
‘ it out. Late m the night, hearing no woi,l from Roth, the Pnissidiij» 
‘ went to bed. 

< Triday %otk. Still no w^ord; on wliuh, about 4PM the Prussian 
'batteries awaken again: volcanic tonciit ot led hot shot and shells, 
' for seven hom»; still no word fiom Roth About n at night his 

* Majesty again <iends a Drum (Paiky Jmmpct 01 whacvci it is) to 
' the Gate; formally summons Roth : isks Itim, “ If he Ins well con- 
' suJered what thi'< can lead to? li^pctnllv whit he, Koth, meant by 
^ firing on our first Trumpet on W cslncstl i) last^’ Roth aiisw^ered, 

* ‘'That as to the Trumpet, he had not lie ird of il be^re On the 

* other hand* that this mode of sieging by ml hot bills stems a little 
unusual; for the rest^that he hasdumsdf no onlcr or intentnm but 

‘ that of resrstihg to the last.” Some iiy the Drum heieupon by order 

* talked of poising ^eisse into powder, mere chiUrs pUy huheilo,” 

* t o whieh Roth answored only by lespcctfulMumb show. 

* SatSirday ^U^Manday %%d* Midnight of Friday — Saturday, on 

* tl&s answer coming, the fire-voicanoes open again; — nme hours long; 
' ahelU, and fed4k0t nmtenal, m terrible abundance Which hit mostly 
' ^Chiirehes* Jeyti(lt«*$^hutrint&s andCollegiuma; but produced no 
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* chi^nge in Roth. Fmm 9 a.m. the batteries ate silent Silent still, 

* next morning: Divine %eirvice may proceed, if it like. But at 4 of 

* the afternoon, the batterif^ avaken worse tten everi from seven to 

* nine bombs going at on<j. Universal rage, of noise aid horrid glaroi 

* making night hideous, tnl zo of clock; Roth continuing indeai* 
‘ ble. This is the last nightaof the Siege.* 

Friedrich perceived that Roth would not yield ; that the 
utter smashing-down of Neisse might more concern Friedrich 
than Roth; — that, in fine, it would be better to desist till the 
weather altered. Next day, ‘Monday a 3d, between noon and 
1 o’clock,’ the Prussians drew back co^^f^.erted the siege into 
a blockade. Neisse to be masked, like Brieg and Glogau (Brieg 
only half done yet, Jeetz without canndhrdiU tomorrow, 34th, 
and little Namslau still gesticulating) : ^ The only thing one 

* could try upon it was bombardment A Nest of Priests 
' (Pfqffen-N^sf ) ; not many troops in it : but it cannot well be 

* forced at present. If spring were here, it will cost a fort- 

* night’s work. ’2 

A noisy business ; * King’s higK person much exposed : a 

* boin)jArdier and then a sergeant were killed close by him, 

* though in all he lost only five mcn.’*^ 


Browne vanishes in a slight Flash of Fire^ 


Browne all this while has hung on the Mountain-side, wit- 
nessing these things ; sending stores towards Glatz south-west- 
ward* and ‘ ruining the ways’ behind them ; waiting W'hat would 
become of Neisse. Neisse done, Schwerin is upon him ; Browne 
makes off South-eastward, across the Mountains, for Moravia 
and home; Schwerin following hard. At a little place caljed 
Gratz,^ on the Moravian border, Browne faced round, tried to 
defend the Bridge of tfic Opp^ sharply though without effect ; 
and there came (January 25thJ a hot sputter between theth fOr 
a few minut^ : — after which Browne vanished into the interior, 
and we hear, in these parts, comparatively little more of him 
during tins War. Friend andfoe must admit that he has neg- ’ 


* FHfdrkh ttt ikeOld Dessnuer: Fraction of Lttt^COttinacksu, xSth-arst Janu- 
ary 1741) cUed by Orlich. i. 51 —from the Dessau Archives, where Hetr Orli^ has 
ifldustrioasly been To nil boestrialy miliuiry peoiito these pieces of tetters arc the 
valiinV 4 e featiire of Orlich'& Book; and a. general reOid^ that it does not r\ 

oaihiwt of such, properly elucidated and labelled hUo dcoeSMiofiliiy. 

» Httdtn^itchUhU, i. 6B0-690W e ^ 

4 The name, in old Slavic speech, slgnides Tdumi and there «re mssfOdami 
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l^cted nothing ; and fairly made the b^t of a bad business 
here. He is but an interim General^K^oo; his Successor just 
coming: and the Vienna Board of War is frequently trouble- 
some. — ^to whose windy sf^eculations Urownc regies with saga- 
cious scepticism, and here andther^a touch of veiled sarcasm, 
which was not likely to conciliate m high places. Had her 
Hungarian Majesty been able to retain Browne i» his post, 
instead of poor Neipperg who ivas sent instead, there ihight 
have been a considerably different account to give of the se- 
quel. But Neipperg was Tutor. (War-Tutor) to the Grand- 
Duke* Browne is^nWl of young standing (age only thirty-live), 
with a touch of veiled sarcasm ; and things must go their 
course. 0 ^ 

In Schlcsien, Schwerin is now to command in chief ; the 
King going off to Berlin for a little, natuially with plenty of 
errand there. The Prussian TroOps go into Winter-quarters; 
spread themselves wide; beset the good points, especially the 
Passes of the Hills, — from jagerndorf, oaslwaid the Ja- 
blunka leading towards Htihgary ; — nay they can, and before 
long do, spread into the Moravian Terntoiies, on the other side; 
and levy contributions, the Queen pioving unreasonable. 

It was Monday 23d, when the Siege of Neissc was aban- 
doned ; on Wednesday, Friedrich himself tuins homeward; 
looks into Schweidnitr, looks into Liegnit^ ; and arrives at Ber- 
lin as the week ends, — much acclamation greeting him from 
the multitude* Except those Three masked P ortresses, capable 
of no defence to speak of, were Winter over, Silesia is noJ^al 
Friedrich’s,-' — has fallen wholly to him m the space of about 
S^ven Weeks, The seizure has been easy ; but the retaining 
of it, perhaps he himself begins to see v^ore clearly, will have 
difficulties ! From this point, the siboixt^/arf nearly ceases ir 

his Correspondence. In those seven weeks he has, 
or otherwise, cot-out for himself such a life of labour as no mar 
of his Century had. 


CHAPTER VL. 

AT VEUSAILtES, THU MOST CttRISTlAN J^lAjnSTY CHANCCS HI 
SHIRT, ARO UEUaiSl^E IS SEEN WITH PAPERS. 

Friedrich was so busy in Silesia, the world was n 
asleep around bitn< the world never is, though It often seen 
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to be, tound a man and what action he does in it. That Sun* 
day morning, First Dajtof the Year 174J, in thofi^ same hours 
while Friedrich, with enefgy, with caatiott, was hitrtaeH 

into Breslau, there wention in the Court of Versailles an in'* 
terior Phenomenon ; of which, having by chance got access to 
it face to face, we propose to make the reader participant be-- 
fore going farther. 

Keaders are langiiirlly aware that phenomena do go on 
round their Friedrich; that their busy Friedrich, with his few 
Voltaires and rt nouned persons, are not the only population 
of their Century, by any means. Evcryb®&y is aware of that 
fact ,* yet, in prat tice, almost everybody is as good as not 
aware ; and the World all round one’s TOro is a darkness, a 
dormant vacancy. How stiange when, as here, some Waste^ 
paper spill (so to speak; turns up, which you can kindle j and, 
by the brief flame of it, bid a reader look with his own eyes!— 
From Herr Doctor Buscliing, who did the Geography and about; 
a Hundred other Books, — a man of great worth, almost ot 
genius, could he have elaborated hft Hundred Books into Ten 
(or distilled, into flasks of aquavitse, what otherwise lies tum- 
bling as tanks of mash and wort, now run very sour and mal* 
odorous; ; — it is from Herr Biisching that we gain the following 
rough Piece, illuminative if one can kindle it: 

The Titulardlcrr Baoui Antuii \un Gcusau, a gentleman of good 
parts, scholi'^tic by profcssuHi, and of Protestant creed, was acooin- 
panying-as 'rravelling rut<jr, in those years, a young Graf von ReuSH. 
Graf ton Kciiss is one of those indi^tin^t Counts Keu^s, who always 
call theiiKselves “Henry ;” and, ]»eing now at the eightieth and fe.rther, 
with uncountable colhtcial Heury>» intertwisted, are becoft^e in effect 
anonymous, or of nomenclalurc inscrutable to mankind. Nor is the 
young one otherwise of the least mterest to usi^—^except that Herr 
Anton, the Travelling Tutor, puiiAually kept a Journal of everything. 
Which Journal, long afterwauls, came into the h^nds of Batching, 
also a punctAl man; and was by him abridged, and set forth in print 
in his Beytra^^e. Offering at piesenL a singular daguerreotype glimpse 
of the then actual world, wherevft- Graf vonKdUss and his Oeu^au hap- 
pened to be. Nine- tenths of it, even in Buschiu^^s Abridgment, are 
now fallen useless and u^risome; but 10 one studying the f|ayi» that 
then were, even the effete commonplace of it occasionally becomes 
alive again. And how interesting to catehi here and thefc^ a 
toHcal Figure on these conditions^ ifistprical Figure’^ vc>yfw?lfj in his 
workday attitude; eating his vSetaaB; writing, wMyipg talking 
to hia ffeUow*aeatures; unaware that Fo»terl^^ imraculouidy) thr^S 
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soa^e chink of the Tr&veiUng Tutor’s producing, has got its eye upon 
him! 


* Sunday yanu&ry S741, Geusau an 4 his young Gentleman leave 

* Paris, at 5 in the momipg, and drive out^^o Ver«>aiUes; intending to 

* sec the ceremonies of Newyears day there. Ver>' wet weather it had 

* been, all Wednesday, and tor days bcfo. 4 ;‘ but <in this Sunday, New- 

* year’s morning, all is ice and glass; and tin y hlid about painfully by 

‘lamplight, —witli unrnitghencd horses and on ti^e Hilly or Meudon 
‘ TOtvi, having chosen that as fittest, aters lieing out; — nOt ar- 

* riving at Court liU 9. Nor finding very much Ut comfort tlicm, ex- 
‘ cept on the side of curiosity, when thuie. LNherN, I//ir*jJMc'Uuys, 

* Cabinet Secretariciiifli^re indeed ;i>dditi;U'> to and the King’s 

‘ Levee Vi/lU be: but if you follow it to the tJiapei Kojal 10 witness 
‘ high mass, you must kneel at elevation of the ho^t; and this as re- 
‘ formed Christians, Ircuss and hi^ Tuioi cama'' umlcitaUc to do. 

* They accept a dinner-invitation (17 the hourl from some goryl Sa- 

* maritan of Quality; and, for sights, will ionl 4 *nl lltem^i lve- with the 
‘ King’s Levee itself, and generally with the KmgS Aiiicchaml^er 

* und the QiU-de-Boeuf can exhibit to them. 'I he Most Chi isiian King's 

* Levee’ (Le7'ef\ literally here his Getting out of l>tsl) ‘ is a daily mira- 

* eJe of these localities, only <jfandcr mi NcwycaCs day; and it is to 

* the following effect: 

‘Till Majesty please to awaken, you saunter in the, Salk* <les Am- 

* bassadeurs; whole crowds jostling one anotlier tlicie; go^dpmg to- 

* gethcr in a diligent, insipid manner;’ go sip all reported; snatches of 
which have acquired a certain flavour by king keeping;— which the 
reader shall imagine. * Meanwhile you keep youi eye v>ii tiie Grate of 
‘ the Itmer Court, which as yet is only ajar, Majesty inaccessible as 
‘yet- Behold, at last, Grate opens itself wivlc; sign that Majesty is 
‘out of bed; that the privileged of mankind may appro*acb, and see 

* the miracles,’ Geusau continues, abridged by Busciiing and ua: 

‘The whole Assemblage passerl now into the King's Anteroom; had 

* to wait there about half an hour more, before the King’s bedroom was 
‘ opened- But then at last, lo you, — there the King, visible toGeu- 

* $au and everybody, “washing his hands,.” Which effected itself in 
‘ thkt way: “The King was seated;^ gentleman -in -waiting knelt before 
‘ him^ a^ lield the Ewef, a square vessel .silver-gilt, finn upon the 

* King’s breast; atul another gentleman-in-waiting pourefT water on the 

* King’s hands-’* Merely an official washing, we perceive; the real, it 

* is to bfe hoped, had,Sn a much mtlre effectual w^ay, been going on 

* during the half-hour just elapsed. After washing, the King rose for 

* an instant; hod his dressing-gown, a gran^ yellow silky article with 
^*Wer ftoweringSi polled and flung round his loins; upon which 

M&i sat down ngain, and,*-— observe it, ye privileged of mankind, — 


‘ la aliA et whai terrible Noab-lik/e weaih^' it had been i 

houMSi,' ions in meubHfigfdowa at last intp the Seine : St, Grtu* 
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* the Change of Shirt Aok plaee! ^*The 5 r put the dlce» shirt down 
*over his head,^* saya Afton, ^*au<l plueked*up the dirty one frem 

* within, so that Of the nakcigl skin you saw little or nothing." * Het*e 
is a miracle worth getting gut of bed to look at! 

*H!s Majesty now quitted chair and drcssing-gowti;* Stood up tse- 

* fore the fire; and, after getlaiig-ou the re:>t of his clothing, which, on 

* account of C/arina Anne’^ death’ (readers remember thatj, * was ot 
‘ violet or mourning colour, he had the powder-mantle thro\vn round 

* him, and sat down at the Toilette to have his hairfriFsled, TheToi- 
‘ Ictte, a table with nbite rover shoved into the tniddb of the room, 

‘ had on it a mirror, a powdei -knife, and’ — no mortal cajrcs what. ‘The 
‘ King,* what all mortal:* note, as they do tl^fi^eavenly omens, ‘is 
‘ somewhat talky ; speaks sometimes with the Dutch Ambassador, 

‘ sometimes with the Pope’s Nuncio, who seCi^ a jocose kind of gcn^ 

‘ tieman; sometimes wdth diffeient French Loro's, and at last with the 
‘ Cardinal Fleury also, — to whom, ho wester, he does not look pa^ 

* ticularly gracious,’ — not particularly this time. These are the omensj 
happy who can read them! — ‘Majesty then did his momiog-praycr, 
‘assisted only by the common Almoners iii^w ailing (Cardinal took no 
‘ hand, much less any otherl; Majesty knelt before his bed, and finished 

* the business “in less than six second^” After which mankind can 

* ebb out to the Anttroom again; piy their devoir to the Queen’s Ma- 
‘ jesty, which «\ll do; or wait furtht Tiansil to Morning Chapel, and sCe 
‘ Mesdames of Fiance and the others flitting past in their sedans. 

‘Queen’.s Majesty w'as already altogether dtossed,’ saysGcusau, al^ 
most as if with some disappointment; ‘all in bhack; a most alfable courte- 
‘ ous Majesty; stands (oiivcrsing with the Russian Ambawnador, with 
‘ the Dutch ditto, with the Ladies about her, and at last, “in a friendly 

* and meiry tone,” with old Cardinal Fleury. Her Ladies, when' the 

* Queen spoke uith them, showed no constraint at all; leant loosely 
‘ with their arms on the fire scieens, and look things easy. Mesdames 
‘ of France’ — Geusau saw Mesdames. Poor little souls, they are the 
Loque^ the Cochon (Rag, Pig, so Papa would call them, dear Papa), 
who become tragically viRibie again in the Revolution timcj-*— all blo^^m- 
ing young children as ycl (Queen’s Majesty some Thitty^seven gone)^ 
and little dreaming what lies fifty jftar^ ahead! Iving Loiil&^s career of 
extraneous gallantries, which emled in the Parc-au?t-Ccrfe, ia now just 
beginning: think of that too; and of her Majesty’^s fine behaviour under 
it; so afiable, so patient, silent, now and alwiwsi— a little while, 
their Majesties go along the Grea: Gallery toCnapel;^ whither the Pro- 
testant mind cannot with comfort accompany^^ 

This is the daily miracle done at Vei;$aniea to the bcrtevlng 
multitude; only that on NeWyeaFs^day^ and pertain auprem^^ 
occasions, the shirt is handed by a Prinqe of the felj&Od, Ahd 
the iOVi^et fot drying the royal bands by a ditto; with ofeer im* 
9 Bosddns, ^ 
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.provements ; and the thing comes out i:i its highest power of 
effulgence,— ^especially if you could high mass withal In 

the Antechamber CEU-de-Bceuf,^Geusau, among hundreds 
of phenomena faflen dead to us, saw^eFour following, which 
have still some life: ^ 

1®. Many Knights of the Holy Ghost (Chevalurs du Saint Esprit) 
are about; magnihcently piebald people, indistinct to us, and fallen 
dead to us: but there, among the company, djg not we indisputably 
see, *in fail Cardinal's costume,' Fleury the ancient Prime Minister 
talking to her Majesty? Klandly smiling; soft as milk, yet with a 
flavour of alcoholic wit in him here and there. Tliat is a man tvorth 
looking at, had him at all. Red hat, red stockings; a 

serenely definite old gentleman, with something of pnident wisdom, 
and a touch of imper^itible jocosity at times; m Ml) inexpugnable in 
manner: this King, Avnose Tutor he was twenty years ago, still looks 
to him as his father; Fleury is the leal King of Fiance at picseiit. His 
age is eigluy-seven gone; the King’b i'.'tljnty (seven ytar-i younger than 
his Queen): and the Cardinal haj rul stockings and lui hat; veiitably 
there, successively in both Antechambers, seen Ijy (icusau, January ist, 

X 74X : that is all I know. 

The Prince do Cdeim'jJU, a Piincc of the IjIuckI, Mianded the 
shirt,' ?«//GfUsau. Rome othei Prince, indable to Gciisau, and to us 
l\amete>s, had the honour of the ‘ towel:* but tins Prince dc Cleimont, 
a dis^ioluie fellow of wasted paits, kind of Priest, kind of bohher too, 
is seen visibly handing the shirt there; — whom the reader and I, if we 
cared about it, shall again see, getting beaten by Piime Ferdinand, at 
Crefeld, within twenty years licncc, Thc'>c are point-* fa^t raid second, 
slightly noticeable, slightly if at all. 

Of the actual tiunsit to high mass, Iranvit very vij^ible in the tireat 
Gallery or CEil-dc-Ikeuf, why should a Imniau being now s,iy anything? 
Queen, poor Stanislaus''s Daughter, and her LtcIics, in their sublime 
sedans, one flood of jewels, sail fir&t; next sails Kingl-ouis, shiri uaim 
on his back, with ^ThirtyTouv Cbevalieis of the Holy (>host’ escorting; 
next 'the Dauphin* (Boy of eleven, I.oms XVI. FalheO, and 
datnes of France, with'— but evenCj^u-Hru sb^ps short. Protestants can- 
not enter that Chapel, without peril of idolatry: wherefoie (leusau and 
Pupil kept strolling in the general CEil-rle- Peru f, — and Dutch .bn- 

bassador approved of it,* he for one. And heie now is another point, 
slightly noticeabkt ^ 

3*'. High majsa over, his Majesty sails back from Chapel, in the 
same magnificently pkMd manner; and vanishes into the interior; 
leaving his Knight$ of the Holy Ghost, ands other Courtier multitude, 

fdmtner about, and ebb away as they found good. Geusau and his 
t)»ng Keuss had now the honour of being introduced to various peo- 
de; omoiS^ OihexA *0 IhePtjbce de Soubisc.' Prince de Soabise; frivo- 
iti$ignh!tcabl bflAgi Pi whom I hav^i no porti^t that is not nearly 
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blank, and content lo b#sa;-^though Herr vonGett»au would have 
with features and costume Jo it, when he heard of thelksating at Ross* 
bach, long afterl Prince ae Sottl>ise is pretty mndi a blank to every- 
body; — and no sooner are loose of him, than (what ^vety reader 
will do well to note) ♦ 

4®, Our Hen en'rraveller^Aic inmwjucetl to a real Kotabllily: Mon*' 
seigneur, soon to be Mar<?chal, the Comte vie Bellehle; whom my read- 
ers and I are to be much t onoerned tvith, in time coming- 'A tall lean 
' man without much air of quality, ’thinks Gen- 

sau; but wdth much intellect and energy, and a distinguished cha- 
racter, whntever (husaii might ihink. ‘Comte dc BclJcLsle was vety 
‘ civil; but apologiv-d. in a t ourlly and kind \v n\ \ (or the hurry he was 

* in; regretting tlio irnjfossihility of doing the hffitnirs to the Comte de 
^ Reus«' in this f’ouiitiy, — ln%, Bellcisle\ Journey into Germany, which 

* was close at hand, ovcnvhelming him with dl^Upations and engage- 
‘ menls iit picsent. Anil indeed, even while he spoke to us/saysGea- 
sau, ‘all manner of Papers wore put into his hand.’* 

“Journey to Germ.tny, Papers put into his hand:” there is 
perhaps no Human Figure m the world, this Sunday (except the 
one Figure now in those sam*' momenis over at Breslau, gently 
pressing upon the locked (jates there), who is so momentous 
for our Silesian Operations , and indeed he will kindle all 
Europe into delirium ; and pioducc mere thunder and lighte- 
ning, for seven years to come, — with almost no result in it, 
except Silesia I A tall lean man ; there stands he, age now 
fifty-six, just about seltmg-out on such errand. Whom one is 
thankful to have seen for a moment, even m that slight man* 
ner. 

Of Belkisk and hi: Flans^ 

Charles Louib Auguste Fouquel, Comte de Belleisls^ is 
Grandson of that Inteiidant Fouquet, sumptuous Financier, 
whom Louis XIV. at last threw out, and locked into the Fort- 
ress of Pignerol, amid the Sa>foy Alps, there to meditate for 
life, which lasted thiity years longer. It was never understood 
that the sumptuous FoLKpict had altogether stolen public mo- 
neys, nor indeed rightly what^he had donge; to merit Pignerol; 
and always, though fallen somehow into such dire disfavour, 
he was pitied and respected by a good pofrtion of the public. 
“ Has angered Colbeiv’ said the public; “dangerous rivalry, 
to Colbert; that is what has brought Pignerol upon him.” % 

Out of Pignerol that Fouquet never came; but his Family 

^ BOsching^, it 7^; itt Batbbr, u. 
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bloomed-'Up into light again; had its adventures, sometimes its 
troubles, in the Regency time, but was ^ways in a rising way : 
--‘and here, in this tall lean man get|ing papers put into his 
hand, it has risen very high indeed. Gqpng as Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary to the Gennanic Diet. ••Ip assist good neighbours, 
as a neighbour and Most Christian Majesty should, in choos- 
ing their new Kaiser to the best advantage that is the official 
colour his mission is to have. Surely a proud mission ; — and 
Bc^lleisle intends to execute it in a way that will surprise the 
Germanic Diet and mankind. Privatel>, Bclleislc intends that 
he, by his own intkRs^ies, shall himself choose the right Kaiser, 
such Kaiser as will suit the Most Christian Majesty and him; 
he intends to make t^ew French thing of Germany in general ; 
and carries in his head plans of an amazing nature! He and 
a Brother he has, called the Chevalier de Belieisle, who is also 
a distinguished man, and seconds M. io Comte with eloquent 
fire and zeal in all things, arc grandsons of that old Fouquet, 
and the most shining men in Fiame at piesent. Fr.i.i'‘ce little 
dreams how much belter it perhaps were, had they also been 
kept safe in Pignerol ! — 

The Count, lean and growing old, is not healthy ; is ever 
and anon tormented, and laid-up for w’ceks, with rheumatisms, 
gouts and ailments : but otherwise he is still a swift ardent 
elastic spirit ; with grand schemes, with fiery notions and con- 
victions, which captivate and hurry-oiT iikh’s minds more than 
eloquence could, so intensely true arc they to the Count him- 
self; — and then his Brother the Chevalier is always there to 
put them into the due language and logiL, where needed.** A 
magnanimous high-flowm spirit ; tbouglit to be of supreme skill 
both in War and in Diplomacy; tit for many things; and is 
still full of ambition to distinguish himself, and tcU the world 
at all' moments, vaih\ ; \?"orld, J loo am here!'* — His 
plans, just now, which arc dim even to himself, C’^ept on the 
hither skirt of them, stretch out immeasurable, and lie piled 
Up high aS the skiesf The hillicr skirt of them, which will 
suffice the reader at present, is : 

That your Grand-Duke Franz, Marifi Theresa’s Husband, 
m ho wise, as the world and Duke Franz expect, be the 
Kaie^r cl\psen, JWot he, but another who will suit France bet- 
tet; **KwB^ch$en peiifhaps, the so-called King of Poland? Or 

^ Xxviii 74i 9Ud>r. &C. 
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say it were Karl Albert Kur-Baierti, the hereditary friend atrd 
dependant of France? are not tied to a man ; only, at any 
and at all rates, not Gr^nd-Duke Franz.” This i$ the grand, 
essential and indispensiJLble point, alpha and omega of points ; 
very clear this one to Relleisle,— and towards this the first 
steps, if as yet only the first, are also clear to him. Namely 
that ‘the 27th of February next,* — which is the time set by 
Kur-Mainz and the native Officials for the actual meeting of 
their Reichstag to begin Election Business, will be too early a 
time; and must be got postponed.^ Postponed ; which will be 
possible, perhaps for long; one knows nii^or how long: that 
is a first step definitely dear to Belleisle. Towards which, as 
preliminary to it and to all the others in^ dimmer state, th6re 
is a second thing clear, and has even been officially settled (all 
but the day) : 'I'liat, in the meanwhile, and surely the sooner 
the better, he, Ticllcislc, Most Christian Majesty’s Ambassador 
Extraordinary to the Reichstag coming, — do, in his most daz- 
zling and persuasive manner, make a Tour among German 
Courts, Let us visit, in our highe*»fe and yet in our softest splen- 
dour, the accessible German Courts, especially the likely or 
well-disposed; Mainz, Koln, Trier, these, the three called Spi- 
ritual, lie on our very route ; then Pfalz, Baiern, Sachsen ; — 
we will tour diligently up and down ; try whether, by optic 
machinery and art-magic of the mind, one cannot bring them 
round. 

In all these preliminary steps and points, and even in that 
alpha and omega of excluding Grand-Duke Franz, and getting 
a Kaiser of his own, Belleisle succeeded. With painful results 
to himself and to millions of his fellow-creatures, to readers of 
this History, among others. And became in conse<luence the 
most famous of mankind ; and filled the whole world with rum- 
our of Belleisle, in those yeai%. — A man of such intrinsic dis- 
tinction as Belleisle, whom Friedrich afterwards deliberately 
called a great Captain, and the only Frenchman with a genius 
for war; and who, for some^time, played in Europe at large a 
part like that of Warwick the Kingmaker : how has he fallen 
into such oblivion ? ^Many of my read^ never |ieard of him 

* Adelung, li. 185 February— tst 1741, at Franklurt.^n.-MayQ,'‘ 

appproted by Kur-Mainz ‘ Areh-Chancellor oit the Jiftehj under flate NoveipbeP'^®!^'' 
ib. 336 (“Delay for a month or two/* suggests Kttr*Ffalz, on tanuarpiiath, 
seconded by others in Uio French interest):— ttpon^hich dip appolbtia&t, alter some 
collapsed into the vague, and there ensneo 4 eUy enough; actual filection 
not fcllQaiwery >74a» 
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before ; nor* in writing or otherwise, is tli^re symptom that any 
living memory now barboura him, or has the lea^t approach to 
an image of him I ^ Kor the times are bAbly,* says Coethe, ‘ And 
' then agam the times are dumb : ^ 

* Venn geschwiitrdg sifwl die ZHten^ 

‘ Und su sind auch wUder 

Alas, if a man soVv only chaff, in never so sublime a man- 
ner, with the whole Earth and the long-eared populations look- 
ing, on, and chorally singing approval, rendering night hideous, 

- — it will avail hiqy^i^thing. And that, to a lamentable extent, 
was liclleisle’s case. His scheme of action was in most felici- 
tously just accordance with the national sense of France, but 
by no means sowitlfthe Laws of Nature ana of Fact; his aim, 
grandiose, patriotic, what you will, was unluckily false and not 
true. Ho'v could ‘the times* continue talking of him? They 
found th^y had already talked too much. Not to say that the 
French Revolution has since come ; and has blown all that 
into the air, miles aloft, — v bereeven the solid part of it, which 
must be recovered one day, much more the gaseous, which we 
trust is forever irrecoverable, now wanders and whirls ; and 
many things are abolished, for the present, ot more value than 
Belleisk! — 

For my own share, being, as it were, forced accidentally to 
look at him again, I find in Belleisle a really notable man ; far 
superior to the vulgar of noted men, in his time or ours. Sad 
destiny for such a matfl But when the general Life-element 
becomes so unspeakably phantasmal as under Louis XV., it is 
difficult for any man to be real ,* to be other than a play-actor^ 
more or less eminent and artistically dressed. Sad enough, 
surely, when the truth of your relation to* the Universe, and the 
tragically earnest meaning of yoi!r Life, is quite lied out of you, 
by a world sunk in lies ; and you can, with effort attain to 
nothing but to be a more or less splendid lie along with it I 
Your very existence ajl become a gesture, a hypocrisy and hear- 
say; nothing left of you but this sad faculty of sowing chaff in 
the fashionable manner 1 After Friedric^j and Voltaire, in both 
of whom, vunder the given circumstances, one finds a perennial 
^eSIjjty, mote or lesSj-^Bellei^e is next ; none fails to escape 
(he mourilful cQn^moti lot by a nearer miss than Belleisle. 
Bnyonft are in man the biggest projects 

IV. ’ H 
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any French head ha^carried, $ince Louia XIV. with his sublime 
periwig first took to ^rikmg the stars, How the indolent 
Louie XV. and the pacific Fleury have been got into this jsub- 
limely adventurous mot^d? By Belleisle Chiefly, men say;-^ 
and by King Louis’s first^Mistresses, blown upon by Belleisle ; 
poor Louis having now, at length, left his poor Queen to het 
reflections, and taken into that sad line, in which by degrees 
he earned it so far. There are three of them, it seems the 
first female souls that could ever manage to kindle, into flame 
or into smoke, in this or any other kind, that poor torpid male 
soul: those Mailly Sisters, three in numbix;*(I am shocked to 
hear), successive, nny m part simultaneous ! They are proud 
women, especially the two younger , wi^ ambition in them, 
with a bravura magnanimity, of the theatrical or operatic kind ; 
of whom Louis is very fond. “ To raise France to its place, 
your Majesty; the top of the Universe, namely I” “Well; if it 
could be done, — and quite without trouble ?” thinks Louis. 
Bravura magnanimity, blown upon by Belleisle, prevails among 
these high Improper- Females, a..d generally in the Younger 
Circles of the Coui t ; so that poor old Fleury has had no choice 
but to obey it or letirc. And so Belleisle stalks across the 
(Eil-de-Boeuf in that important manner, visibly to Geusau ; and 
IS the shining object in Paris, and much the topic there at 
present. 

A few weeks hence, ho is farther, — a little out of the com- 
mon turn, but not be>ondhis military merits or capabilities, — 
made Mardchal de France,^ by way of giving him a new splen- 
dour in the German Political World, and assisting in his opera- 
tions there, which depend much upon the laws of vision, French 
epigrams circulate in consequence, and there are witty criti- 
cisms ; to which Belleisle, such a dusky world of Possibility 
lying ahead, is grandly indifterent. Mar^cbal de France 
and Gcusg^ii heais (what is a fact) that there are to be Uhirty 
young French Lords in his suite;’ his very “Livery,” or mere 
plush retinue, ‘to consist qf ilo persons;' such an outfit for 
magnificence as was never seen before. And in this equipment, 
* early in March’ (ex,*%ct day not given), magnificence of out- 
side corresponding to grandiosity of faculty and idea^ Belleisie, 
we shall find, does practically set-off towards Germany 
a kind of French Belus, or God of the Stin; capable to daszttj 

• FatiM 4e hwis XV^ h SS^ *7#). 
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we&k German Courts, by optical and to set much 

rotten thatch on fire ! — a 


•There are curious daguerreotype glimi^es of old Paris to be found 
^ in that Notebook of Geusau*s,* says anothfr Kxcerpt; ‘which come 

* strangely home to us, like reality at firsthand; — and a rather unex- 
‘ pect^ Paris it is, to most reader-* ; many things then alive there, 

* which are now deep underground. Much Jansenist 'rheology afloat; 

* grand French Ladies piously eager to convcit a young Protestant 

* Nobleman lik^ Reuss; sublime Dorcases, who tlo not rouge, or dress 
‘ higli, but eschew the evil world, and are thrifty for the Poores sake, 
‘ redeeming the time. There is a Cardinal de Polignac, venerable sage 
^ and ex political pei^Rff* of astonishing eiudition, collector of Antiques 
‘ (with whom we dined); there is the Chevalier Ramsay, theological 

* Scotch Jacobite, late "jAtor of the young Tureunt vSo many shining 

* persons, now fallen indistinct again. And then, besides gossip, which 
‘ is of mild quality and in fair proportion, — what talk, casuistic and 

* othCr^ about the Moral Duties, the siiU feasible Ihetics, the Constitu- 

* tion Unigenitus I All this alive, lesonant at dinnei tables of Conser- 
' vative stamp ; the Miracles of Abbe Pans much .a topic there: — and 
‘ not a whisper of Infidel Philosophies; the veiy name of Voltaire not 
‘ once mentioned in the Reuss sefftion ol Parisian things. 

‘There is rumour now and then of a “ Comte de Rothenbourg,” 
‘ conspicuous in the Parisian circles; a shining military man, but seem- 

* ingly in want of employment; who has lost in gambling, within the 
‘ last four years, upwards of 50, 000/. (1,300,000 hvres, the exact cipher 
‘ given). This is the Graf von Kolhenbiirg wtiom Friedrich made ac- 
‘ quaintance with, in the Rhine Campaign six years ago, and has ever 
‘ since had in his eye; — whom, in a few weeks hcncc, Kriecliich beckons 

* over to Kim into the Prussian Slates: “Hither, and you shall have 
‘workl” Which Rothenburg accepts; with manifold advantage to 
' both parties : — one of FriedriclPs mo5.t distinguished friends for the 
‘ rest of his life. 

‘ Of Cardinal Polignac there is much said, and several dinners with 

* him are transacted, dialogue partly given : a pk>us \\ isc old gentleman 
‘ really, in his kind (age now eighty-f<iiir) ; looking mildly forth upon a 
‘ world just about to overset itself and go topsyturvy, as he .^sees it will. 
‘ His Anti^LitcretiUs was once such a Poem ! — but wc nation him 
‘ here because his fine Cabinet of Antiques came to Berlin on his death, 

* Friedrich purchasing; ami one often Ijpars of it (if one cared to hear) 
‘ from the Prussian Dryasdust in subsequent years.' 

‘ Of Friedrich's unejtpected Invasion of Silvia there are also talk- 
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' mg» and surmisiags, in a mild indififerent ton^ and much in 
‘ Vague. And in the heat^ informed circloj^ it thought Belleisle will 
. * manage to hme Grand*XAke Franz, the Queen of Hungary’j* {lushond^ 

* chosen Kaiser, and, in soi^e mild good put an eu 4 to all 

-^which is far indeed froit Belleble^s intention I 

CHAPTER VIII. 

PHENOMENA IN PETERSBURG. 

I KNOW not whether Major Winterfeld, who was sent to 
Petersburg in December last, had got ba^rV to Berlin in Febru- 
ary, now while Friedrich is there: but for certain the good 
news of him had, That he had been completely successful, and 
was coming speedily, to resume his soldidt duties in right titne. 
As Winterfeld is an important man (nearly buried into dark* 
ness in the dull Prussian Books), let us pause for a moment 
on this Negotiation of his; — and on the mad Russian vicissi- 
tudes which preceded and followed, so far as they concern us. 
Russia, a big demi-savage neighbour next door, with such ca- 
prirps, such humours and interests, is always an important, 
rather delicate object to Friedrich; and Fortune's mad wheel 
is plunging and canting in a strange headlong way there, of 
late. Czarina Anne, we know, is dead ; the Autocrat of All the 
Russias following the Kaiser of the Romans within eight days. 
Iwan, her little Nephew, still in. swaddling-clothes, is now 
Autocrat of All the Russias if he knew it, poor little red-Col- 
oured creature ; and Anton Ulrich and hh Mecklenburg Rus- 
sian Princess — But let us take i^p the matter where our Note- 
books left it, in F ricdrich Wilhelm's time ; 

‘ Czarina Anne with the big cheek/ continues that Notebook,* *was 

* extremely delighted to s,ce little Iwan ; but enjoyed him only two 

* months; being herself in dying circumstances. She appointed little 

* Iwan heis^ttccesscr, his Mother and Father to be Quaniians over him; 

* but one Fieren (who writes himself Biron, and Duke of Cpurland,” 

* being Czanra’s Quasi-Husband these manv yws) to he Guardian, as 

* it were, over both them and "him. Such nad been the tmoulent in- 

* satiable Bieren’s demand on his Czatina. You are running on your 

* destruction,’^ said shdf with tears; but comtoiledi as she had been wont. 

* Czarina Anne died aSth October 1740; leaving A Czar in bis cigdl^' 
‘ little Czar Iwan of two months, with Mother and Father to preside 

* over him^ and to be themselves presided Qvet by in this min* 

* Suprk, Vol ijl I*. a^5t f ' ‘ 
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‘ ner.^ This was the first great change for Anton Ulrich ; but others 

* greater are coming. Little Anton, readers^ow, is Friedrich^s Bro- 

* ther-in-Iaifr, much patronised by Austria; •Anton’s spouse is the Half- 

* Russian Princess Catherine of Mecklenbur^(now wholly Russian, and 

* called Princess Anne), whom Friedrich one lime thought of apply- 
ing for, in hi$ distress about a Wife. These two, will they side with 

* Prussia, wiU they side with Austria ? It was hardly worth inquiry, 

* had not Fortunes wheel made suddenly a great cant, and pitched 

* them to the lop) for the time being. 

^Bieren lasted only twenty days. He was very high and arbitrary 
*upon everybody; ^me and Anton Ulrich suffering naturally most 

* from him. They t8ok“ counsel with Feldmarschall Mimnich on tire 

* matter; who, after study, declared it a remediable case. Friday i8th 
' iiovember, Miinnich iad, by invitation, to dine ivUli Duke Bieren; 

* l^iinnich went accordingly that day, and dined; Duke looking a little 

* flurried, they say : and the same evening, dinner being quite over, 

^ and midnight come, Munnich had diis measures all taken, soldiers 
’ ready, warrant in hand; — and arrested Bieren in liis bed ; mere Siberia, 

‘ before sunrise, looming upon Bieren. Never was such a change as 
‘ this from j8th day to 19th wdth a supreme Bieren. Our tiicnd Maim- 
‘ stein, excellent punctual Aide-dt*' Camp of Munnich, was the executor 
‘ of the feat; and has left punctual record of it, as he docs of cvery- 

* thing, — what Bieren said, and what Madam Bieren, who was a little 

* obstreperous on the occasion.® What side Anton Ulrich and Spouse 

* will take in a quarrel between Prussia and Austria, is now well worth 

* asking. 

* Anton Ulrich and Wife Anne, that is to say, Regent Anne” and 

* ^‘'Generalissimo Anton Ulrich,” now nilcd, with Mimnich for right- 
‘ hand man; and these were high times for Anton Ulrich, Generalis- 
‘ simo and Caar’s-Father; who indeed was modest, and did not often 
‘ interfere in words, though grieved at the foolish ways his Wife had. 

‘ An indolent flabby kind of creature, she, unfit for an Autocrat ; .sat 
‘ in her private apartments, all in a huddle of undress; had foolish no- 

* tions,-»^peciaIly had soubrettes who led her about by the ear. And 
‘then there was a “Princess Elizabeth,” Cousin-german of Regent 
‘ Anne,---daughter, that is to say, last child there now was, of Peter 

* the Great ai 5 his little brown Catherine : — ^who should have been 

‘ better seeti to. Harmless foolish Princess, not without cunning; young, 
^ plump, atld following taetely her flirt|tions and her orthodox devotions; 
‘ Very orthodox and soft) but capable of becoming dangerous, as a centre 
‘ of the disaflTected. As Cziarina Elizabeth^’ before long, and ultim- 
‘ ately as du she — ^ mt let us not anticipate I 

^ti was in this posture of aflfairs, about a month after it had 
begun, tJ&t Winterfeld arrived in Petersburg; and addressed 

by Rusrian or Old Style, is * 17th/ w© 
or EagUslu into New Style, unless the 
< Mannstein, p. 368, 


♦ Manns^lt, 
iranMt. in tMs and ol 
contrary is iadkatOd^ 


eases, Russian 
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himself to MunniclJt On the Prussian errahd. Winterfeld 
Munmch*s Son-in-law ^properly stepson-in-law» having 
Miinnich’s stepdaughter^ a Fraulein von Malzahni of good Prus^ 
Sian kin) ; was acquainted with the latitudes and longitudes 
here, and well equipped lor the operation in hand. To Madam 
Milnnich, once Madam Malzahn, his Mothor-in-law, he carried 
a diamond ring of i,20o/., “small testimony of his Prussian 
Majesty’s regard to so high a Prussian Lady to Miinnjch’s 
Son and Madam’s a prebent of 3,000/. on the like score ; and 
the wheels being oiled in this way, and t^e steam so strong 
(son Wjnterfeld an aident man, father MiJiinich the like, su- 
preme in Russia, and the thing itself a salutary thing)^ the 
diplomatic speed obtained was great. Wknterfeld had arrived 
in Petersburg December 1 9th : Treaty of Alliance to the <;ffect, 
“Firm friends and good neighbours, we Two, Majesties of 
Prussia and of All the Russias; will help each the other, if 
attacked, with 12,000 men,” — was signed on the 27th: whole 
Transaction, so important to Friedrich, complete in eight days. 
Austrian Botta, directly on the Heel of those unsatisfactory 
Dialogues about Silesian roads, about troops that were pretty, 
but had never looked the wolf in the face, — ^had rushed olff, 
full speed, for Petersburg, in hopes of running athwart such a 
Treaty as Winterfeld's, and getting one for Austria instead. 
But he arrived too late ; and perhaps could have done nothing 
had he been in time. Botta tried his utmost for years after- 
wards, above ground and below, to obstruct and reverse this 
thing; but it was to no purpose, and even to less; and only, 
in result, brought Botta himself into flagrant diplomatic trouble 
and scandal ; which made noise enough in the then Gazetteer 
world, and was the finale of Botta’s Russian efforts,^ though 
not worth mentioning new. The Russian Notebook continues ; 


*Munnich, supreme in Russia since Bieren*s rembVal, had wife 

* counsels fofsthe Regent Anne and her Husband 5 though perhaps, 

* being a high old military gentleman, he mig^t bfe somewhat abrupt 
‘ in his ways. And there were domestic 0 $l»manns, foreign Botias, 

* La Chetardies, and dangerous Intriguers and Opposition figures, to 
‘ improve any grudge thai^inight arise. Sure enough, in Match 1741, 

* Feldmarschall Munnich was forbid the Court (some Ostermann 

‘ ceeding him there): “ Ever true to your two Highnesses^ jho^hino 

* longer needed;” — and withdrew, in a lofty friendly strain; his Suiif 

* Adcluflg, iii. It. sdd ; Mauesteln,' p. 37$ C I^a^usChin ot Betta’e i 
foimd out * August T743; '-Botta put ip arrest, ). 
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** continuing at Court, though Papa had withdniwm. Supreme Miinnich 
‘ Md laiited about four months; Supreme Bieren hardly three weeks; 
‘ -^tmd Siberia is still agape. 

* Munnich being gone to his’ownTowil-^ansion, and Regent Anne 

* sitting in hers' in a huddle of undiess ; IiRle accessible to her long- 

* headed rtxelanchoJic Ostermann, and accessible to her Livonian 

* maid; with poor little Anion Ulrich pouting and remonstrating, but 
‘ unable to help, — lips state of matteis, with such intrigues undermin- 
‘ ing it, could not last forever. And had not Princess Pdizabeth been 

* of indolent luxurious nature, intent upon her prayers and flirtations, 

* it would have ended sooner even than it did. Pnneess Elizabeth had 

* A Surgeon called^Estoc ; a Marquis de la LliLtaidic, a highflown 
^ Erench Excellency (who used to be at Berlin, to oui young Friediicli’s 

* delight), was her — ^What shall I say? La Chetarthe himself had no 
ftcfuple to say it! 'Jhesc two plotted lor hci ‘In^se weie ready,-— 

* could she have been got ready; which was not so easy. Regent Anne 

* had hei suspicions; but the l^rmoess was so indolent, so good: at 
‘ last, when duectly taxe<l w'lth ‘'uch a thing, the Princess burst into 

* ingenuous weeping; quite disaiined Kcgmt Anne's suspicions; — but 

* found she had now better take L’lsstocS advice, and proceed at once. 

* Which she did. ^ 

‘And so, on the morrow morning, 5lh T)cc ember 1741, by aiM of 

* the Preobrazmsky Heginunt, and the motions u^ual on su' li occasions, 

* — in fact by merely pulling out the props irom an undermined state 
‘ of matters, — she reduced said stitc gently to mm, ready for carting 
‘ to Siberia, like its foregoers; and was heieby Oanna ot All the Rus- 
‘ sia.s, piosperomsly enough for the lesl o( her life. Twenty years or 
‘ latlier more. An indolent, orthodox, ]dunip ciealuie, disinclined to 
‘ cruelty; “not an ounce of nunS flesh m liti composition, ” said the wits 

‘ She mamtamefi theFnedrich fioatj, indignant at Botla and his plots; 

* was well with PTievlrich, cu nnglu have been kept su by management, 

‘ for there was no cause of quarrel, hut llie reverse, between the Couu- 
‘ tries,— could Friedrich liave held his witty tongue, when eavcsdioppers 

* were by,‘ But he could not edw^ays; though be tried. And sarcastic 
‘ quizzing (especially if it be truth loo), on Artain female topics, what 

* Impropcr-Fem^lle, CrariUa of Aik the Rus^ias, coidd stand it? The 
‘ history is but a distressing one, a disgusting one, in human affaii-s. 

‘ Elizabeth was orthodox, too, and Fiiednch not, “ the|horrid manl** 
*■ The fact is,— fact dismally mdubitable, though it is huddled into dis- 
‘ creet dimness, and all (telnils of ib{as to what Friedrich’s witticisms 
‘ Weic, and the like) ate icfused us in the Prussian Books, — indigna- 

* tion, owing to such dismnl cause, became ^ived hale on the C/arina’s 
*^rt, and there followed terrible results at last: a Czanna risen to the 

' "'femibal pitch upon a man, in Inj> extreme need; — “ ittjAme Catin du 

* ^/-f/,’* 4 hinks the mnn 1 Friedrich’s wzt cost him dear; him, and half 

milliod odieru $till desirer, twenty years hence.’ — Till which time 
we glAdly leav^the Otmina And it 
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Miyor vbn Wintelfeld had in Russia before this; and 
had ^ooed his &ir Malphn there* He is the Win^erfdd 
whom we once saw dintng by the wayside with the late Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, on that 14st Review-Journey his Majesty made. 
A Captain in the PotsdamiGiants at that time ; always in great 
favour with the late King; and in still greater with the present^ 
— who finds in him, we can dimly discover, and ptettymuch ift 
him alone, a soul somewhat like his own; the one real ‘'peer’* 
he had about him. A man of little education; bted in camps ; 
yet of a proud natural eminency, and rugged nobleness of ge- 
nius and mind. Let readers mark this lying 

buried in those dull Books, like lightning amdng clay. Here 
is another anecdote of his Russian businesg; 

* Winterfeld had gone, in Fiicdrich Wilhelm^s time, with a party 
‘ of Prussian dnll-sergcants for Petersburg’ (year not given); * and duly 

* delivered them theie. He naturally saw much ofFeldmatschallMun- 

* nich, naturally saw the Step daughter of the Feldmarschall, a shining 

* beauty in Petersburg; Wiiiteifeld himself a man of shining gifts, and 
' character; and one of the handsomesj.,tall men in the world. Mutual 

* love between the Fraulein and him W’as the rapid re^mlt. But how to 

* obtain marriage? Winteifeld cannot marry, without leave bad of his 
‘ supciiors: you, fair Malzahn, are Hof- Dame of Princess Elizabeth, 

* all your fortune the jewels you wear; and it is too possible she will 

* not let you go ! 

* They agreed to be patient, to be silent; to watch warily till Win- 
' terfeld got home to Prussia, till the Fraulein Mahahn could also con- 

* trive to get home. Winterfeld once home, and the King’s consent 
‘ had, the Fraulein applied to Princess Elizabeth for leave of absence : 

* A few months, to sec my friends in Deutschland, your Highness 

* Princess Elizabeth looked hard at her ; answered evasively this and 
‘ that. At last, being often importuned, she answered plainly, ** I al- 
‘ most feel convinced thou wilt never come back 1” Protestadons from 
‘ the Fraulein were not w«aiiting: — “ Well theft/’ Said ElizaMh, if 
‘ thou art j»o sure of it, leave me rtiy jewds in pledge. Why not ?^^ 

* The poor Fraulein could not say why; had to leave her jewels, which 

* were her whti?e fine foitune, worth 100,000 roubles” (ao,ooo/.); and 

* is now the brave Wife of Winteifeld ; — ^but could never, by direct en- 

* treaty or circuitous interest and tegoliation, back the least item 

* of her jewels. F.]jzabeth, as Piincess and as Czarina, was alike deaf 
‘ on that .subject. Now or henceforth that proved ati lTnpo$sible private 

* enterprise for Winteifeld, though he had so CasUy succeeded in tjjg. 

* public one.’* . ' 

The new Czarina was npt unmerciful. Munnidi an4 Com- 
pany were tried for life; were condemned toedie, and did aj^ 
0 Retww, CharetkterUiik Krifge* (Berlia, xSps), I 45 a. 
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on the scnifol^ (agth January 1743); ready for that ex- 
trethe penalty; but were there, on theisudden, pardoned or 
hajf-pardoned by a merciful hew Czarf^, and sent to Siberia 
and outer darkness. Whither Bieren hffl preceded them. To 
. outer darkness also, though a milder dt'stiny had^been intended 
them at first, went Anton Ulrich and his Household. Towards 
native Germany at first; they had got as far as Riga on the 
way to Germai^y, but were detained there, for a long while 
(owing to suspicions, to Boita Plots, or I know not what), till 
finally they were jgf ailed into Russian exile. Strict enough 

seclusion about Archangel and elsewhere ; in convents, 
in obscure uncomfortable places : — little Iwan, after vicissitudes, 
even went undergro<hd ; grew to manhood, ind gut killed 
(partly by accident, not quite by murder), some twenty-three 
years hence, in his dungeon in the Fortress of Schlu-^selburg, 
below the level of the Ladoga waters there, l^nluckier House- 
hold, which once seemed the luckiest of the world, was never 
known. Canted suddenly, this way, from the very top of 
Fortune’s wheel to the very bottom; never to rise more; — and 
did not even die, at least not all die, for thirty or forty years 
after.^ 

This is the Ch^tardie-L’Estoc conspiracy, of 5th December 
1741 ; the pitching-up of Princess Elizabeth, and the pitching- 
down of Anton Ulrich and his Munnichs, who had before pitched 
Bieren down. After which, matters lemamed more stationary 
at Petersburg: Czarina Elizabeth, fat indolent soul, floated with 
a certain native buoyancy, with something of bulky steadiness, 
in the turbid plunge of things, and did not sink. On the con- 
trary, her reign, so-called, was prosperous, though stupid ; her 
big dark Countries, kindled already into gVowth, went on grow- 
ing rather. And, fot certain, she herself went on growing, in 
orthodox devotions of spiritual type (and in strangely heterodox 
ditto of i^/Oi^^pirituall); in indolent mansuetudes (f<iU rages, if 
you cut on the ram all); in perpetual incongruity; and, 
alas, at last, in brandy-aad-watcr,— till, as *'infdme Catin du 
Nord*' she became terribly important to^some persons! 

^ UMch, not till n;th Mfy 1725 (t««) Daughters of his went, after this, to 

a poor Cohn^ry^House injutland/ wlucliei Catherine IT. had manuuutted 
them,%itU pwsiCiR hnd wished Ant6n Uinch to go home, many years before ; 
but he would 1 ^, from Ka 4 porUhed 5th August 1764 (Catherine IL 

tilamed for his oenth, bih wUhdut oau$e), 1 '^'$ Mother, Prmcess Anne, (merafuUy) 
xBtK March I74fe TiwAr, &c.,— none of which, ex- 

cept ManmU^t is goo4 for mucli, or to be trusted Without scrutiny. 
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At her accessioA, and for two years following* Czarina feliia 
beth, in spite of reaU disinclination that way, had a War On 
her hands: the Swedish War (August 174!— Angust *743), 
which, after long thredlening on the Swedish side, had ltfo!ten- 
out into unwelcome actuality, in Anton Ulrich's time ; and 
which could not. with all the Czarina’s industry, be got rid of 
or staved off; Sweden being bent upon the thing, reason or no 
reason. War not to be spoken of, except on compulsion, imthe 
most voluminous History ! It was the unwisest of wars, we 
should say, and in ]jracticc ])robably the conteraptiblest \ if 
there were not one otlier Swedish War conffKg, which vies with 
it in these particulars, of which we shall be obliged to speak, 
more or less, at a future stage. Of this progjpnt Russian-Swedish 
war, having liappil> almost nothing to do with it, we can, ex* 
cept in the way of transient chronology, refrain altogether from 
speaking or thinking. 

Poor Sweden, since it shot Karl Xll. in the trenches at 
Fredericshall, could not get a King again ; and is very anarchic 
under its Phantasm King and We National Palaver, — Senate 
with subaltern Houses; — which generally has French gold in 
its pocket, and noise instead of wisdom in its head. Scandal* 
ous to think of or behold. The French, desirous tp keep Russia 
in play during these high Belleisle adventures now on foot, had, 
after much egging, bribing, flattering, persuaded vain Sweden 
into this War with Russia. At Narva they were 80,000, we 
8,000 ; and what liccamc of them !*' cry the Swedes always. 
Yes, my friends, but }ou had a Captain at Narva; you had 
not yet shot your Captain when you did Narva I ' Faction of 
Hats,’ ‘ Faction of Caps’ (that is, w^f/'/caps, as being somnolent 
and disinclined to Frapcc and War) : seldom did a once*valiant 
far*shining Nation sink to such depths, since they shot their 
Captain, and said to Anarchy, “ T/wu art Captaincy, we see, 
and the Dijrinc thing 1” Of the Wars and businesses of such a 
set of mortals let us shun speaking, where possible. 

Mannstein gives imparUil account,* pleasantly clear and 
compact, to sui h as may be curious about this Swedish-Russian 
War ; and, in the didrfctic point of view, it is not without value. 
To u$ the interesting circumstance is, that it does not intenfc# 
with our Silesian operations at all; and may bO %tired a 
mere accompaniment of rumbling discord, or vacant far-off 
noise# going on in those Northern parts, -^to which therefore 
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we hope to be strangers in time coming. eHere are some dates, 
which the reader may take with him^ should they chance to 
illustrate anything : i 

^ Au^u^t 4ifhi 1741* The Swedes declaA War ? “ Will recover their 

* lost portions of Finland, will,” &c. &C4 They had long been medx- 

* tatiiig It; they had Turk negotiations going on, diligent emissaries to 
‘ the Turk (it certain Major Sinclair for one, whom the Russians way- 

* laid and assassinated to get sight of his Papers), during the latcTurk- 

* Russian War;. but could conclude nothing while that was in activity; 

* concluded only after that was done, - -sti iking tlie iron nhen grown 

‘ A chief point in their Manifc'^to was the absas‘.ination of this Sinclair; 

* scandal and alrWiily, of which there is no doulit now^ the Russians 

* were guilty. Various pretexts loi the W.ir : — movers to ir, prac- 

* tically, were the French, intent on kcejiing Russia employed while 

* their Belleisle GerrriKi adventure w'cnl on, and who nad even bar- 

* gained with third -parties to get-up a Wai thcie, as wc ^hall see. 

* Se/h’Mifty 34/, 1741. At Wilmanstrand, — key oi Wyboig, their 

* frontier stronghold in Finland, which vias undei Siege, — the Swedes 

* (about 5,000 of them, for they had nothing to live upon, and lay scat- 
‘ tered about in fractions) made fight, 01 skirmish, agimsi <i Russian 
‘attacking party: Swi*cles, ratlwr victorious on thur hii]*io[), rushed 

* down; and totally lost then liit of victory, their Wilmanstrand, their 
‘ Wyborg, and even the War itself; — for this was, in literal truth, the 

* only fighting done by them in the entne course of it, which lasted 
^ near two years more. The rest of it was leticat, capitulation, loss on 
‘ loss without stroke struck; till they had lost all Finland, and were 

* like to lose Sweden itself,— THlccnlian luatiny bui sting out (“Ye 
‘ traitors, inlsgovcrnors, worthy of death witli invasive Danes to rear 

* of it;-*— and had to call-in the very Russians to save them from woise. 
‘ Czarina Elirabctli at the time of liei acces'-ion, six months after Wil- 

* manstrand, had made tnice, was eager to make peace: “ By no meins 1 ” 

* answered Sweden, taking arms again, oriathei taking legs again; and 
‘ rushing ruin-ward, at the ol<l rate, still without stroke. 

J74F They did halt; made Peace of Abo (Truce and 

* Preliminaries signed there, that day: Peace itself, August 17th); 
‘ Czarina magnanimously restoring most of their F inland (thinking to 

* herself, “Not done enough for me yet; cook it a little yci !”); — and 

* settling who their next King was to be, among other frfendly things. 
‘ And in November following, Keith, in his Rur>siau galleys, with some 
‘ 10; 000 Russiam? on b^ard, arrived % Stockholm; protective against 
‘ Danes and mutinous Dalecarles: stayed there till June of next year 

* 1744.*’^ Is not this a War I ^ 

the Russiah side, General Keith, under Ficlclmarshal 
Eacy as command (the same Keith whom we saw at 

T Ad«liHigx U. MauUStein. pp. 997 (WilmanstrauU Affair, himself present)— 
sS5^(Fe(lC^>— hbg^lhys). Comte deHordtt present also, ott 
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OcKakow under Muntiich, some time ago), had a great deal o'f 
the work and management ; which wa$ of a highly miscellsyfieom 
kind, commanding flee^ of gunboats, and much else ; and 
readers of ManmUin clh still judge, — much more could Kihg 
Friedrich, earnestly watclfing the affair itself 2 ts it went on,-»— 
whether Keith did not do it in a ^olid'and quietly ettimcnt 
valiant manner. Sagacious, skilful, imperturbable, without fear 
and without noise ; a man quietly ever ready. He had quelled, 
once, walking direct into the heart of it, a ferocious Russian 
mutiny, or uproar from below, which would have ruined every- 
thing in few minutes more.® He suffered, witiPfexcellent silence, 
now and afterwards, much ill-usage from above withal; — till 
Friedrich himself, in the third year henco^was lucky enough 
to get him as General. Friedrich's Sister Ulrique, the marriage 
of Princess Ulrique, — that also, as it chanced, had something 
to do with this Peace of Abo. But we anticipate too far. 


CHAPTER^ IX. 


FRIEDRICH RETURNS TO SILESIA. 


Friedrich stayed only three weeks at home ; moving about, 
from Berlin to Potsdam, to Reinsberg and back: all the gay 
world is in Berlin, at this Carnival time; but Friedrich has 
more to do with business, of a manifold and ovei -earnest nature> 
than with Carnival gaieties. French Valori is here, *‘my fat 
Valori,” who is beginning to be rather a favourite of Frieda 
rich's ; with Excellency Valori, and with the other Foreign 
Excellencies, there was diplomatic passaging in thfese weeks ; 
and we gather from Valori, in the inverse way (Valori fallen 
sulky), that it was not •ill done on Friedrich'$ part. He had 
some private consultation with the Old Dessader, too; ‘pro- 
bably on military points,’ thinks Valori. At least there was 
noticed more of the drill-sergeant tlian b^fot^^ in his handling 
of the Army, when he returned to Silesia, continues the sulky 
one. ‘ Troops and generals <J!d not knov^him again/-^sp ex- 
cessively strict was he Rtown, on the sudden. And truly ‘he 
‘ got into details whicn were beneath/ not only a Prince who 


the Swedish side, and subsequently a Soldier of Fne^, 
i ;8-S8. The murdex of Smcliur ( doqe by ' four Bu 


stibalr^voiSM tw<rmiles from 
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;.ha9 great views, but even a simple Caj^tain of Infantry,* — 
according to my (Valor^s) military notions and experiences!^ — 

The truth is, Friedrich begins to Ae, more clearly than he 
did with GloirB dazriing him, that hSji position is an exceed- 
ingly grave one, full of risk, in the ihen mood and condition 
of the world; that he, in the* whole world, has no sure friend 
but his Army; and that in regard to ti he cannot be too vigil- 
ant I The world is ominous to this youngest of the Kings more 
than to another* Sounds as of general Political Earthquake 
grumble audibly to him from the deeps : all Europe likely, in 
any event, to g^o loggerheads on this Austrian Pragmatic 
matter; the Nations all watching to see what he will make 
of it : — ^fugleman he to the European Nations, just about burst- 
ing-up on such anAidventure. It may be a glorious position, 
or a not glorious ; but, for certain, it is a dangerous one, and 
awfully Solitary 

Fuglemen the world and its Nations always have, when 
simultaneously bent any whither, wisely or unwisely; and it is 
natural that the most adven^prous spirit take that pos*- Fried- 
rich has not sought the post ; but following his own objects, 
has got it ; and will be ignommiously lost, and trampled to an- 
nihilation under the hoofs of the woild, if he do not mind! 
To keep well ahead ; — to be rapid as possible ; that were good : 
—to step aside were still better! And Friedrich we find is 
very anxious for that; ‘would be content with the Duchy of 
Glogau, and join Austria but theie is not the least chance 
that way. His Special Envoy to Vienna, Cotter, and along with 
him tlorck the regular Minister, are come home; all negotia- 
tion hopeless at Vienna ; and nothing but indignant war-prepa- 
ration going on there, with the most animated diligence, and 
more success than had seemed possibl'e. That is the law of 
Friedrich’s SileSian Adventure Forward, therefore, on these 
terms; others there are not; waste no words!" Friedrich re- 
cognised to himself what the law is ; pushes stiffly forward, with 
a fine silence on all^ that is not practical, really with a fine 
steadiness of hope, and audacity against discouragements. Of 
his amdeiies^ which could not well be ^^^nting, but which it is 
royal to keep strictly under lock and key, of these there is no 
‘hi!(Pto Jordan or to anybody; and only through accidental 
Chink$» dh cioS0 scriitiny, can we discover that they exist, 
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Symptom of despondency, of misgiving or repenting about bis 
Enterprise, there is noje anywhere, Friedrich^s fine gifts of 
sileH<;e (which go deeper jhan the lips) are noticeable here, as 
always ; and highly thejjk availed Friedrich in leading hiSi life* 
though now inconvenient t# Biographers writing of the samel'— 

It was not on matters of drill, as Valori supposes, that 
Friedrich had been consulting with the Old Dessauer : this 
time it was on another matter. Friedrich has two next Neigh- 
bours greatly interested, none more so, in the Pragmatic Ques^ 
tion : Kur-Sachsen, Polish King, a foolish greedy creature* who 
is extremely uncertain about his course in it («Rd indeed always 
continued so, now against Friedrich, now for him, and again 
against) ; and Kur-Hanover, our little Georgy of England, whose 
course is certain as that of the very stars, and direct against 
Friedrich at this time, as indeed, at all times not exceptional, 
it is apt to be. Both these Potentates must be attended to, 
in one’s absence ; method to be gentle but effectual ; the Old 
Dessauer to do it : — and this is what these consultings had 
turned upon ; and in a month or ^wo, readers, and an aston- 
ished Gazetteer world, will see what comes of them. 

It was Fcbruaiy 19th when Friedrich left Berlin; the 21st 
he spends at Glogaii, inspecting the Blockade there, and not 
ill content with the measures taken : Press that Wallis all 
you can,” enjoins he : “ Hunger seems to bC ’ slow about 
it ! Summon him again, were your new Artillery come 
up ; threaten with bombardment ; but spare the Town, if 
possible. Artiller) is coming : let us have done here, and 
soon!” Next day he arrives, not at Breslau as some had exr- 
pected, but at Schweidnitz sidewards ; a strong little Town, at 
least an elaborately fortified, of which we shall hear much in 
time coming. It lies a day’s ride west of Breslau ; and will 
be quieter for business than a Ibig gazing Capital would be,-r*- 
were Breslay even one’s own city ; which it i? not, though per- 
haps tending to be. Breslau is in transition circumstances at 
present ; a h'ttle uncertain it is, lender its Miinchows 

apd new managers : Breslau he did not visit at all on this 
occasion. To Schweifinitz certain new regiments had been 
ordered, there to be disposed of in reinforeing : there, * in^e 
Count Hoberg’s Mansion,* he principally lodges fOr six w^s 
to come : shooting-out on continual excursions ; but always 
returning to Schweidnitr, as the <:entre, again. 
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xoth ]^cb.-xoth‘ March 1741. “ 

Algarotti, home frpm Turin (not mucl^of a success there, 
but always melodious for talk), had tr^elled with him ; Al- 
garbtti, and not long after, Jordan anjl^aupertuis, bear him 
company, that the vacant moments t|b be beautiful. We 
can fancy he has a very busy, very fanxious, but not an un- 
pleasant time. He goes rapidly about, visiting his posts, — 
chiefly about the Ncissc Valley ; Neisse being the prime ob- 
ject, were the weather once 00 me for siege-work. He is in 
many Towns (specified in Rodenbeck and the Books, but which 
may be ahonymous here) ; doubtless on mnny Steeples and 
H|ll-tops ; questioning intelligent natives, diligently using his 
own eyes ; intent to make personal acquaintance with this new 
Country,' — ^where, little as he yet dreams of it, tlie deadly strug- 
gles of his Life lie Waiting him, and which he will know to 
great perfection before all is done ! 

Neisse lies deep enough in Prussian en\ ironment ; like 
Brieg, like Glogau, strictly blockaded ; our posts thereabouts, 
among the Mountains, thought to be impregnable. Neverthe- 
less, what new thing is this ? Were arc sw«irins of loose Hussar- 
Pandour people, wild Austrian li regulars, who come pouring out 
of Glatz Country ; disturbing the Ihussian posts towards that 
quarter ; and do not let us want for Small '\\har {Kleine Krieg\ 
so-called. General Browhe, ii appears, is got back to Glatz 
at this early season, he and a (General Lentulus busy theic ; 
and these are the compliments they send ! A vciy troublesome 
set of fellows, infesting one’s purlieus in winged predatory fa- 
shion; swooping down like a cloud of vulturous harpies on the 
sudden ; fierce enough, if the chaiu'c favour ; then to wing 
again, if it do not. Communication, especially reconnoitring, 
is not safe in their neighbourhood. Prussian Infantry, even 
in small parties, generally beats them ; Prussian Horse not, 
but is oftener beaten, — not drllfed for this rabble and thrir 
ways. In pitched fight they arc not dangerous, rather are 
despicable to the disciplined man ; but ran, on oJeasion, do 
a great deal of mischitf, ^ 

Thus, it was not long after Friedrich's coming into these 
pitrts, when he learnt with sorrow that aliBody of ‘ 500 Horse 
and^^oo Foot' (or say it were only 300 of each kind, which is 
the feet®) had eluded our posts ih the Mountains, and actually 
got into Neisse. ^ ♦ The Foot will be of little consequence/ 

> Odieh^ t* 79; <Bu^» d0 ii. 6S. 
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writes Friedrich ; * but the Horse, which will disturb our cow^ 
munications, are i considerable mischief/ This w^s on the 
5th of March. And afcout a week before, on the iyth of Febru- 
ary, there had well a far graver thing bcfaUen,— namely 
the capture of Friodn^ himself, and the Sodden end of all 
these operations. 


Skirmish of Battfngarten^*t^ih February 1741, 

In most of the Anecdote-Books there used to figure, and 
still does, insisting on some belief from simple persons, a won- 
derful Story in very vague condition : Hovmonce * in the Sile- 
sian Wars,’ the King, in those Upper Neisse regions, in the 
Wartha district between Glatz and Neisse, was, one day, within 
an inch of being taken, — clouds of PIiis»ars suddenly rising 
round him, as he rode reconnoitring, with next to no escort, 
only an adjutant or so in attendance. How he shot away, 
keeping well m the shade ; and ere long whisked into a Con- 
vent or Abbey, the beautiful Abbey of Kamenz in those parts : 
and found Tobias Stusche, exc-elletit Abbot of the place, to 
whom he candidly disclosed his situation. How the excellent 
Tobias thereupon instantly ordered the bells to be rung for 
a mass extraordinary, Monks not knowing why ; and, after 
bells, made his appearance m high costume, much to the 
wonder of his Monks, with a second Abbot, also iu high cos- 
tume, but of shortish stature, whom they never saw "before or 
after. Which tv\ o Abbots, or at lease Tobias, proceeded to do 
the so-called divine office there and then ; letting loose the big 
chant especially, and the growl of organs, in a singularly ex- 
pressive manner. How the Pandours arrived in clouds mean- 
while ; entered, in searching parties, more or less reverent of 
the mass ; searched high and low ; but found nothing, and 
were obliged to take Tobias s blessing Ut last, and go their 
ways. How the Second Abbot thereupon swore eternal friend- 
ship with Tobias, in the private apartments ; and rode off as 
— as a rescued Majesty, determined to? be more cautious in 
Pandour Countries for the future P— ^Which Story, as to the 
body of it, is all myt?i ; though, as is oftenest the case* there 

s HiWebrandf, Anekivien^ i 1-3^ Pandour proper is ai^N<Kddier (t&I_ . 

boned i 11 -\%^shed biped, m copious Turk breeches, rather bansb in the top parts oi 
him; cwiies a very long musket, and has sevetnl pistols and buich^r^s^knives stuck 
\a his girdle): spccihcally a footman; but readers wiU 109 to use him ^thal, 

W here, Jp the generic ^nsc. * . ‘ ■ v ‘ 
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in it some soul of fact too. The History-Books, which had 
not much heeded the little fact, would have* nothing to do with 
this account of it. Nevertheless the peojie stuck to their Myth ; 
so that Dryasdust (in punishment for hf^inful blindness to the 
human and divine significance of factj) was driven to investi- 
gate the business ; and did at last victoriously bring it home 
to the small occurrence now called Skirmish of Baumgarten^ 
which had nearly become so great in the History of the World, 
—to the following effect. 

There are Two Valleys with roads that lead from that 
Southwest quarter of Silesia towards Glatz, each with a little 
Town at the ^nciof it, looking up into it : Wartha the name 
of the one ; Silberbcrg that of the other. Through the Wartha 
Valley, which is souAernmost, young Ncissc River comes rush- 
ing down,— the blue mountains thereabouts very pretty, on a 
clear spring day, says my touring friend. Roth at Wartha, and 
at Silberberg the little Town which looks into the mouth of the 
northernmost Valley, the Prussians have a post. Old Der- 
schau, Malplaquet Derschau, ^with headquarters at Franken- 
stein, some seven or eight miles nearer SchweidnlLz, has not 
failed in that precaution. Friedrich wished to visit Silberbcrg 
and Wartha; set out accordingly, 27th February, with small 
escort, carelessly as usual ; the Pandour people had wind of 
it ; knew his habits on such occasions ; and, gliding through 
other roadless valleys, under an adventurous Captain, had de- 
termined to whirl him off. And they weie in fact not far from 
succeeding, had not a mistake happened. 

Silberberg, and Wartha the southernmost, which stands upon 
the Ncisse River (rushing out there into the plainer country), 
are each about seven or eight miles from Frankenstein, the 
Headquarters ; and there are relays of posts, capable of sup- 
porting one another^ all the wajiffom Frankenstein to each. 
Friedrich rode to Silberberg first ; examined the post, found 
it right ; then rode across to Wartha, seven or eight miles 
southward ; examined Wartha likewise ; after which, he sat 
down to dinner in thaf little Towif, with an Officer or two for 
company, — ^having, I suppose, found all ri^ht in both the posts. 
In the way hither, he had made some change in the relay ar- 
rangffneiits^ which at first involved some diminution of his own 
escort, and then some marching about and redistributing : so 
that, externally^ it seepoed as if the Principal Relay-party were 

vou IV. * O 
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now marching on^Baumgarten^ an intermediate Village, 
least so the Pandour Captain understands the movements goiligt 
on ; and crouches iifo the due thickets in consequence hot 
doubting but the Kinaliimself is for Baumgarten, and will be 
at hand presently. Frmcipal relay-party, a squadron of Scl^o- 
lenburg’s Dragoons, witn a stupid Major over them, is not quite 
got into Baumgarten, when * with horrible cries, the Pandour 
Captain with about 500 Horse,’ plunges out of cover, direct 
upon the throat of it : and Friedrich, at Wartha, is but just 
begun dining when tumult of distant musketry breaks in upon 
him. With Fnedrich himself, at this thne,^ as I count, there 
might be 150 Horse ; in Wartha post itseh are at least ^ forty 
hussars and iifty foot.’ By no means * nothing but a single 
adjutant,’ as the Myth bears. iq 

The stupid Major ought to hiive beaten this rabble, though 
above two to one of him. But he could not, though he tried 
considerably ; on the contrary, he was himself beaten ; obliged 
to make off, leaving 'ten dragoons killed, sixteen prisoners, 
one standard and two kettle-drums:’ — victory and all this 
plunder, ye Pandour gentry ; but evidently no King. The Pan- 
dour gently, on the instant, made off loo, alarm being abroad; 
got into some side- valley, with their prisoners and dmm-and- 
standard honours, and vanished from view of mankind. 

Friedrich had started from dinner; got his escort under 
way, with the forty hussars and the fifty foot, and whal small 
force was attainable ; and hurried towards the scene.^ He did 
see, by the road, another strong isli party of Pandours ; dashed 
them across the Neisse River vout of sight ; — but, getting to 
Baumgarten, found the field silent, and ten dead men upon it, 
“ 1 always told you those Schulcnburg Dragoons were good 
for nothing !” writes he to the Old Dessauer ; but gradually 
withal, on companng notes/ finds wh^t a danger he had run, 
and how rash and foolish he had been, ** An ^tmrderie (foolish 
trick),’* Ifp calls it, writing to Jordan; black eye;’* and will 
avoid the like. Vienna got its two kettle-drums and flag; ejt- 
tremely glad to see them; ahd even sang T^-Deum upon them, to 
general edification.^^ This is the naked primordial substance out 
of which the above Myth grew to its present luxuriance in the 
popular imagination, Place^kthe little Village of Baumg^^rten ; 
day 27111 February 1 741. Of Tobias Stusche pr the Cbnvent 

* Orkch, L ^-44, 
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of K^monz, not one authentic word on this occasion. Tobias 
did get promotions, favours in coming years : a worthy Abbot, 
deserving promotion on general grounds ;#and master of a Con- 
vent very picturesque, but twelve miles ¥f>ni the present scene 
of actiom 

Aspeds of Breslau. 

Friedrich avoided visiting Breslau, probably for the rea- 
sons above givens* though there are important interests of his 
there, especially his chief Magazine ; and issues of moment are 
silently working fjyward. Here are contemporary Excerpts 
(in abridg6xi form), which are authentic, and of significance 
to a lively reader : 

* Breslau^ Middle. oJ 0 Jlanuary 1741. The Prussian Envoy, Herr 

* von Gotter, had appeared here, returning from Vienna ; Goiter, and 

* then Borek, who made no secret in BiesUu society, That not the 
‘ slightest hope of a peaceable result existed, as society might have 

* flattered itself^ but that war and battle would have to decide this 

* matter, A Saxon Ambassador was also heie, wailing wsome time; 
‘ message thought to be insignificaift : — probably some vague admoni- 

* lory stuff again from Kur-Sachsen (Volisli King, son of August the 
‘ Strong, a very insignificant man), who acts Reit hs-llLttntis m those 

* Northern parts,* For the reader is to know, there arc Reichs- Vicars 
more than one (nay more than two on this occasion, with considerable 
jarring going on about them) ; and I couhi say miicli about their digni- 
ties, limits, duties,* — if indeed there were any duties, except dramatic 
ones! But the Reich itself, and Vicarship along with it, are lallen in- 
to a nearly imaginary condition ; and the Regensburg Diet (not i*rinces 
now, but mere Delegates of Princes, mostly Bombazine People), which, 
^ever since 1663, Mias sat continual, instead of now^ and then, is become 
au Enchanted Wiggery, strange to look upon, under those earnest stars. 

* As King Friedrich did not call at Breslau,* alter those Neisse bom- 
‘ banlmeuts, but rolled past, straight homewards, the three Excellen- 
^ cies all departed,—- Borck and Gotler ^ Berlin, the Saxon home again 
‘ with his insignificant message. 

* yamuxry ityth, Schwerin too was here in the course of the winter, 
to see how the magazines and other war-preparations weie^oing on: 

* Breslau outwardly and ii^^ardly is whirling witli business, and offers 

* phenomena. For instance, it is knovfn that the Army-Chest, heaps 
‘ of silver and gold in it, lies in the Scultct Gai^icn-I louse, where the 
‘ King lodged ; and that only one sentry walks there, and that in tlie 
*' guaMliouse itself, which is some way off, there are only thirty men. 

* Januavy 191^, ai>out 9 of the clock, * alarm rises, That z,ooo 

* Adrians, ii 143, &c . ; Kdhlftr, pp. 3 ^S'S^ 9 - 

^ Heldn^Gesci^^hfft i* yoo- 
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‘ Gmndel (Collective Thief-rabble of Breslau and dependencies) are’ciose 
*by; intending a stroke upon said Garden-House and Arm^'^ChesU 

* Perhaps this rumour sfran^ of its own accord or perhaps not quite? 

* It had been very rifej|%nd ran high; not without remonstrances in 

* Town-Hall, and the which we can imagine. Issue was> The 

* Officer on post at Scult&’s loaded his treasure in carts 5 conveyed it, 

* that same night, to the interior of the City, in fact to the Od^amis- 

* JIaus (Government-House that was) ; — ^which doubtless a step 
‘ in the right direction. For now the Two Feld-Kriegs-Commfesariat 

* Gentlemen (one of whom is the expert MUnChOw, son of our old Cus- 
‘ trin friend), supreme Prussian Authorities here, do likewise shift out 
‘ of their inns; and take old Schaffgotsch’s apartments in the same 

* Oberamts-Haus ; mutely symbollihg that pcrhiq>5 they are likely to 
' become a kind of Government. And the reader can conceive how, 

* in such an element, the function of govemii^ would of itself fall more 
and more into their hands. They were consmnmately polite, discreet, 

* friendly towards all ]icople ; and did in effect manage their business, 

* tax-gatherings in money and in kind, with a perfection and precision 
‘ which made the evil a minimum. 

^February i-jth. ^ ^ This day also, there arrived at Breslau, by 

* boat up the Oder, ten heavy cannon, three mortars, and ammunition 
^ of powder, bond'shells, balls, a<>‘'much as loaded fifty wagons; the 
‘ whole of which were, in like manner, forwarded to Ohlau. This day, 

* as on other days before and after. Great Magazines forming here; 

* the Military chiefly at Ohlau; at Breslau the Provender part,^ — and 
‘ this latter under noteworthy circumstances. In the Dorn- Island, namely; 

* which is definable (in a case of such necessity) as being outside the 

* walls.** Especially as the Reverend Fathers have mostly glided into 

* comers, and left the place vacant. In the Dom-Island, it certainly 
‘ is; and such a stock, — all bought for money down, and spurred for- 

* ward while the roads were under firost,— ** such a stock as was not 

* thought to be in all Silesia,” says exaggerative wonder. The vacant 

* edifices in the Dom-Island are tilled to the neck with meal and com ; 
‘ the Prussian brigade now quartering there (*^ without the walls,** in a 

* sense) to guard the Same. And in the Bishop*s Garden^ (poor Siiwen- 
dorf, far enough away and in want of it just now) ^ are mere hay- 
‘ mows, bigger than houses: who can object, ---dn a case of necessity? 

* No mai^ unless he politically meddle, meddled with; politically 

* meddling, you are at once picked up ; as one or two are, -—clapped 
' into gentle arrest, or, like o^ Schafigotse}], and even Sinzendorf be- 

* fore long, requested to leave the Country till it get settled. Rigour 
‘ there is, but not intentional injustice on MUnchow*s part, and there 

* is a studious avoidance of harsh manner. 

* February — March. Considerable recruiting in Schlesien : ' 6.1X hun- 

* dred recruits have aillsted in Breslau alone. Also his Prussian Majesty 

* has sent a supply of Protestant Preachers, ordained for the occasion, 
’ to minister where needed whi^h is piously acknovrlf^ge^ ^ n 
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♦sdidin various parts of Silesia. Twelve canJl first> all Berliners; 

* soon afterwards, others from different parta till, in the end, there 
‘ we^e about Sixty in all. Rigorous, punctjjmus avoidance of offence 

* to the Catholic minorities, or of whatever feast thing Silesian Law 
‘does not permit, is enjoined upon themf “to preach in bams or 
‘town-halls, where by Law you have no Chuich.” Tlieir salary is 
‘ about 30/. a year ; they are all put under supervision of the Chaplain 
‘ of Margraf Karl’s Regiment’ (a judicious Chaplain, I have no doubt, 
and dt to be a Bishop) ; and so far as appears, mere benefit is got of 
them by Schlesien as well as by Fiiedrich, in this function. Friedrich 
is careful to keep the balance level between Catholic and Protestant ; 
but it has hung at an angles for a long while past ! In general, 
we observe the Catholic Dignitaries, and the zealous or fanatic of that 
creed, especially the Je.su its, are apt to be against him : as loi the non- 
fanatic, they expect berfbr government, secular advant ige ; tlie^ie latter 
weigh doubtfully, and with less weight whichever way. In the general 
population, who are Protestant, he lecognises friends ; — and has sent 
them Sixty Preachers, which by Law was'thcir due long since. Here 
follow two little traits, comic or tiagi-comic, with which we can con- 
clude : 

‘ Detached Jesuit parties, here^id Iheie, seem to have mischief in 
‘ hand in a small way, encouraging de'>eitcrs and the like; — and we 
‘ keep an eye on them. No discontent elsewhere, at least none audible ; 
‘on the contrary, much enlisting on the jiait ol the Silesian youth, 

‘ with other goo<l symptoms. But in the Dom, theie is, singular to 
‘ say, a Goblin found walking, one night ; — advancing, not with airs 
‘ from Heaven, upon the Pru:>sian sentiy theie! The Prussian sentry 
‘ handles arms ; pokes determinedly into the Goblin, and finding him 
‘ solid, ever more detenninedly, till the Goblin shrieked “Jesus Maria!” 

* and was hauled to the Guardhouse for investigation. ’ A weak Goblin ; 
doubtless of tlie valet kind ; worth only a little whipping; but testifies 
what the spirit is. 

‘Another time, two deserter Frenchmen getting hanged’ (such the 
law in aggravated cases), ‘ certain polite Jesuit^ vrho had by permission 

* been praying and extremc-unctionin^ about them, came to thank the 
‘ Colonel after all was over. Colonel, a grave practical man, needs no 
‘ “tlianks;” would, however, “advise your Reverences to teach your 

* pcbple that perjury is not permissible, that an oath sw<%n ought to 
‘ be kept;” and in fine would advise you Holy Fatliers hereabouts, 
‘ and others, to have a care lest you gef into” — And twitching his reins, 

* rode away without saying into what.’^ 

Austria is standing to Arms. 

Schw«riia has been doing his best in this interim ; collect- 
ing magazines with double diligence while the roads are hard. 
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takfng-itp the Key-positions far and wide, from the Jahhmka 
round to the Frontief Valleys of Glatz again. He was through 
Jablunka, at ohe tin%^, on into Mahren, as fat as Olmtitis ; 
levying contributions, knitting patents *, but as tp intimidaUfig 
her Hungarian Majesty, if that was the intention, or changing 
her mind at all, that is not the issue got. Austria has still 
strength, and Pragmatic Sanction and the Laws of Nature 
have ! Very fixed is her Hungarian Majesty*s deterinihation, 
to part with no inch of Territory, but to drive the intrusive 
Prussians home well punished. r 

Plow she has got the funds is, to this day, a my^atery ■ 
unless George and Walpole, from their Secret-Service Moneys, 
have smuggled her somewhat ? For the\’‘arliament is not sil- 
ting, and there will be such jargonings, such delays : a pre- 
liminary 100,000/., say by degrees 200, opo/., — ^we should not 
miss it, and in her Majesty’s hands it would go far ! Hints in 
the English Dryasdust we have ; but nothing definite ; and we 
are left to our guesses.^ A romantic story, first set current by 
Voltaire, has gone the round of the world, and still appears in 
all Histories : How in England there was a Subscription set 
on foot for her Hungarian Majesty ; outcome of the enthusiasm 
of English Ladies of quality, — old Sarah Duchess of Marl- 
borough putting down her name for 40,000/.. or indeed putting 
down the* ready sum itself; magnanimous veteran that she 
was. Voltaire says, omitting date and circumstance, but speak- 
ing as if It were indubitable, and a thing you could see with 
eyes : * The Duchess of Marlborough, widow of him who had 
‘ fought for Karl VI.’ (and with such signal returns of gratitude 
from the said Karl VI.), 'assembled the principal Ladies of 
' London ; who engaged to furnish 1 00^000/. among them ; 
' the Duchess herself putting down‘ (#« deposa^ tabling in edr- 
pore) ‘ 40,000/. of it. The Queen of Hungary had the greatness 

* of soul th refuse this money ; — needing only, as she intimated, 

* what the Nation in Parliament assembled might please to 

* pffer her.’^ 

One is sorry to fun athwart such a piece of mutual mag- 
nanimity ; but the fact is, on considering a little and ' firing 
evidence, it turns out to be mythical. One Dilwort|i, an onno- 
cent English soul (from whom our grandfathers used to learn 

^ Tinaal (nx. 497) 6ay^ expue^sly <k)0,ooo^., iMit ^ date or other particular. 

^ Vpltaire^ (kuvris de LcuU XV, c. 6), xxvUu 79. 
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ArithmetiCy I think), writing on the spol; some years after 
Voltaire, has this useful passage : ‘ It i| the great failing of a 

* strong imagination to catch greedil^lat wonders. Voltaire 

* was misinformed ; and would pcrl|ips learn, by a second 
‘ inquiry^ a truth less splendid and amusing. A Contribution 

* was, by News-writers upon their own authority, fruitlessly pro- 
‘ posed. It ended in nothing: the Parliament voted a supply;’ 
— that 4id it, Mr. Pilworth ; supplies enough, and many ot 
them ! Fruitlessly, by News-writers on their own authority 
that is the sad 

It is certain, little George, who considers Pragm.ilic Sanc- 
tion as the Keystone of Nature in a manner, has been venf lu'ing 
far deeper than pujfc for that adorable object, ukI indeed has 
been diving, secretly, in muddier waters than we expected, to 
a dangerous extent, on beh;xlf of it, at this very lime. In the 
first days of March, Friedrich has heard fiom his Minister at 
Petersburg of a detestable Pnject^^— for Partitioning 

the Prussian Kingdom,” no less ; for tauly cutting into Fried- 
rich, and paring him down <0 the safe pitch, as an enemy to 
Pragmatic and mankind. They say, a Treaty, Draught of a 
Treaty, for that express object, is now ready ; and lies at 
Petersburg, only waiting signature. Here is a Project ! Con- 
tracting parties (Russian signature still wanting) are : Kiir- 
Sachsen ; her Hungarian Majesty ; King George ; and that 
Regent Anne {Mrs. Anton Ulrich, so to spcaLi, who sits in a 
huddle of undress, — impatient of Political objects, but sensible 
to the charms of handsome men. To the chaims of Count 
Uynar, especially ; the handsomest of Danish noblemen (more 
an ancient Roman than a Dane), whom the Polish Majesty, 
calculating cause and effect, had dispatched to 'her, with that 
view, in the dead of winter lately. To whom she has given 
ear dismissing her Miinnich, as we saw above,*' — and is 
ready for signing, ox perhaps has signed Friediich’s aston- 
ishment, on hearlng^of this “ detestable Project,” was great. 
Howevef, he takes his measures on it ; — right lucky that he 

7 'A^ Life cmd /ftf&kk Actions of JPrederuk IT\ {sii^ a common blunder ),f by 
W H. Dilworth, M. A, (Loildou, 1758), p. 2^ A poor little Book, one of mmy 
Qom’jtg out Oil that j^ubject jiwt then (for a reason we shall sec on j^euinif thither), 
whicfi coniaiUs, of uvlptllaUQ th« above sentence and no more. Indeed its bre- 
thren, one them by Satniiel Johnson the tmpilsioncd gij-nt), do not 

even contain that, nndntave gOne wholly to *cra— Neither little Dilwouh nor big 
Voltaire ri'vo th« tern ^adoHr of specii^ date; but both evidently mean Spring X742 
(not 1741T 

u Odteh, I 83 (scrap of Ntrte to Old t>es»aaer; no date allowed us; ‘early in 
March’). ^ CBnvnenie ii 66. 
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has the Old Dessauir, and machinery for acting on Kur^Sachsen 
and the Britannic Malesty. " Get your machinery in gear !** 
is naturally his first 4'^er. And the Old Dessauer does it) 
with effect : of which h\ and by. 

Never did I hear, before or since, of such a plunge into 
the muddy unfathomable, on the part of little George, who was 
an honourable creature, and dubitative to excess : and truly 
this rash plunge might have cost him dear, had not he directly 
scrambled out again. Or did Friedrich exaggerate to himself 
his Uncle’s real share in the matter? I al)yays guess, there 
had been more of loose talk, of hypothesis and fond hope, in 
regard to George’s share, than of determinate fact or proce- 
dure on his own part. The transactioiH^ having had to be 
dropped on the sudden, remains somewhat dark ; but, in sub- 
stance, it IS not doubtful and Parliament itself took after- 
wards to poking into it, though with little effect. Kur-Sachsen’s 
objects in the adventure were of the earth, earthy ; but on 
George’s part it was pure adorg-tion of Pragmatic Sanction, 
anxiety for the Keystone of Nature, and lest Chaos come 
again. In comparison with such transcendent divings, what 
is a little Secret-Service money !— 

The Count Lynar of this adventure, who had well nigh 
done such a feat in Diplomacy, may turn-up transiently again. 

A conspicuous, more or less ridiculous person of those times. 
Busching (our Geographical friend) had gone with him, as 
Excellency’s Chaplain, in this Russian Journey; which is a 
memorable one to Busching ; and still presents vividly, through 
his Book, those haggard Baltic Coasts in mid-winter, to readers 
who have business there. Such a journey for grimness of out* 
look, upon pifte-tufts and frozen sand ; for cold (the Count’s 
very tobacco-pipe freezing in his mouth), for hardship, for bad 
lodging, and extremity of dirt in the unfreezable kinds, as sel- 
dom was, iThey met, one day on the road, a Lord Hyndford, 
English Ambassador just returning from Petersburg, with his 
fourgons and vehicles, and arfangementslfor sleep and victual, 
in an enviably luxuriojjs condition, — whom we shall meet, to 
our cost. They saw, in the body, old Fieldmarshal Lacy, 
and dined with him. at Riga ; who advised brandy schnaj^s ; 
a recjpe rejected by Biisching, And other memorabilfe. which 
by accident hang about this Lynar. — All through Regent 
Anne's time he continued a dangerous ol^ect to Friedrich ; 

IS TSndal, xx. 497. BtUCliiog, 138-164, 
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and it was a relief when Elisabeth Catin Became Autocrat, in- 
stead of Deshabille Anne and her Lyi^r. Adieu to him, for 
fifteen years or more. 

Of Friedrich’s military operationi^ of his magazines, posts, 
diligent plannings and gallopings about, in those weeks ; of all 
this the reader can form some notion by looking on the map 
and retnembering what has gone before : but that subterranean 
growling which attended him, prophetic of Earthquake, that 
universal breaking-forth of Bedlams, now fallen so extinct, no 
reader can imaigine. Bedlams totally extinct to everybody ; 
but which were then very real, and raged wide as the world, 
high as the stars, to a hideous degree among the then sons of 
men ; — unimaginaffte now by any mortal. 

And, alas, this is one of the grand difficulties for my readers 
and me ; Friedrich’s Life-element^ having fallen into such a 
dismal condition. Most dismal, dark, ugly, that Austrian- 
Succession Business, and its world-wide battlings, throttlings 
and intriguings ; not Dismal*Swamp, under a coverlid of Lon- 
don Fog, could be uglier ! A Section of “ History” so-called, 
which human nature shrinks from ; of which the extant gene- 
ration already knows nothing, and is impatient of hearing any- 
thing I Truly, Oblivion is very due to such an Epoch : and 
from me far be it to awaken, beyond need, its sordid Bedlams, 
happily extinct. But -without Life-element, no Life can be 
intelligible; and till Friedrich and one or two others are ex- 
tricated from it, Dismal Swamp cannot be quite filled in. 
Courage, reader 1— Our Constitutional Historian makes this 
farther reflection ; 

‘English moneys, desperate Russian inti^igues, Treaties made and 
‘ Treaties broken — If instead of Pragmatic Sanction with eleven Poten- 

* tates guaranteeing, Maria Theresa had at this lime had 200,000 soldiers 

* and a full treasury (as Prince Eugene used to advise the late Kaiser), 
‘ how dilFerent might it have been with her, and with tli|! whole world 
‘ that fell upon one another’s tliroats in her quarrel ! Some eight years 
‘ of the mostdisastrous'*yVar; and eJeeptthe falling of Silesia to its new 
‘ place, no resuH gained by it. War at any rate inevitable, you object? 
‘ English- Spanish War having been obliged to kindle itself j Fiench 
‘ to fell in, on the Spanish side; sure to fall upon Hanover, so 
‘ s^on as beaten at sea, and thus to involve all Europe? Well, it is 

* too likSy. But, even in that case, the poor English would have gone 

* upon their necessary Spanish War, by the direct road and with their 

* <^es open, instead 'if somnambulating and stumbling over the ebimney- 
< t<^s; and the settlemeat might have come far sooner, and fer cheaper 
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* to rnanlcind.-*- Nay, we ate tof admit that the new place for Silesia 

* was, likewise, the place |ppoiiited it by just Heaven ; and FriedtieK's 

* too was a necessary W^»| Heaven makes use of Shadow ‘hunting 

* Kaisers too ; and its ways^in this mad world are through the great 

* Deepi* ' 

The Young Dessauer captures Ghgau (March 9th) ; ikt Old 
Dessmcr^ by his Camp of Gottin (April 2d), checkmates 
certain Designing Persons^ 

Money somowheic her Hungarian Majesty, has got; that 
is one thing evident. She has an actual Army on foot, ‘drawn 
out of Italy,’ or whence she could; formidable Anny, says 
rumour, and getting well equipped ; — and^ere are the Fan- 
dour Precursors of it, coming down like storm-clouds through 
the Glati! valleys ; — nearly finishing the War for her at a stroke, 
the other day, had accident favoured ; — and have thrown rein- 
forcement of 600 into Neisse. Friedrich i? not insensible to 
these things ; and amid such alarms from far and from near, is 
becoming eager to have, at least, Glogau in his hand. Glogau, 
he IS of opinion, could now, and should, straightway be done. 

Glogau IS not a strong place ; after all the repairing, it 
could stand little siege, were we careless of hurting it. But 
Wallis is obstinate ; refuses Free Withdrawal ; will hold out 
to the uttermost, though his meal is running low. He pre- 
tends there is relief coming ; relief just at hand ; and once, in 
midnight time, ' Icts-off a rocket and fires six guns/ alarming 
Prince Leopold as if relief were just in the neighbourhood, 
A tough industrious military man ; stiff to his purpose, and 
not without shift. 

Friedrich thinks th^ place might be had by assault ? ** Open 
trenches ; set your batteries going, which need not injure the 
Town; need only alarm Wallis, and terrify it; then, under 
cover of thi» noise and feint of cannonading, storm with vi- 
gour.” Leopold, the Young Dessauer, is caijjtious ; wants petards 
if he must storm, wants two new battalions if he must open 
trenches ; — he gets these requisites, and is still eunctatory. 
Friedrich has himself got the notion, ‘^fFOra clear intelligence,” 
true or not, that relief to Glogau is actually on way ; and under 
such imminences, 'Russian and other, in so ticklish a^state of 
the world, he becomes more and mote impatient that this thing 
were done. In the first week ot March, sttU hurrying about 
on inspection-business, he writes, from four or five different 
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pliw:es {' Mollwitz near Bricg' is one if them, a Village we 
shall soon know better), Note afteA Note to Leopold ; who 
still rnnkes difficulties, and is not )Jf perfect to the last finish 
in his pf^arations. ** Preparatiorf !” answers Friedrich im- 
patiently (date Mollwitz ^ ^th March, the third or fourth impa- 
tient Note he has sent) ; and adds, just while quitting Mollwitz 
for Ohku, this Postscript in his own hand : 

jp^S^ * I am sorry you have not understood me ! They have, in 
‘ Bdhman, a regular enterprise on hand for the rescue of Glogau. I 

* have Infantry^ough to meet them; Imt ( avahy is quite wanting, 

^ You must therefore, without <leUy, begin the s»iege. Let us finish 

* there, I pray you 

And next day, ,^nclay 6th, to cut the mT^tcr short, he dis- 
patches bis General- Adjutant Goltz m person (the distance is 
above seventy miles), with this Note wholly in autogiaph, 
which nothing vocal on LeopokFs pait will answer : 

‘ Ohlau, (ith March. As 1 am certainly infoimed that the Enemy 
^ will make some altempi, 1 ktreby with all dislinctuc command, 

‘ That, so soon as the petaids aie <onn-’ (\^^l<.h they are), ‘you attack 
' Glogau. And you must make youi Airangeintnt (J'>iiposifion) for 
‘ more than one attack; so that if one fail, the ulliei shall certainly 
‘ succeed. I hope you will put-olT ik> longei j — othei-wnse the blame 

* of all the mischief that might ari’sc out of longei delay must he on 
‘ you alone. 

Goltz arrived with this emphatic Piece, Tuesday Evening, 
after his course of seventy miles • this did at last rouse our 
cautious Young Dessauer; and so there is nc'-xt obtainable, on 
much compression, the following authentic Excerpt : 

‘ Glogau, %th March 1741. His L'uichlaucht llie l^nnce Leopold 

* summoned all the Generals at noon ; an^l informed them That, this 

* very night, Glogau must be won. He gave them their Instructions in 
^ writing: where each was to po^t himself; with what detachments; 
< how to proceed. There are to be Three Attacks: one up stream, 

* coming on with the Kiver to its right ; one down stream, River to its 
‘ left ; a third fronv ihe landward side, perpendicular to the other 

* two. The very captflins that shaft go foremost arc specified ; at what 

* hour each is to leave quarters, so that s^l] be ready si’^iultaneously, 

* waiting in the post.^ assigned against what points to advance out 
‘Ofc these, and storm Kampart and Wall. Places, times, particulai-s, 

* everything is fixed with luatluomatical exactitude: ‘‘Be steady, be 
‘ correct, especially be tiilent ; and so far as Law of Nature will permit, 

* be simultaneous f When the big steeple of Glogau peals Midmght, 

Orlich, i. 70U Ibid. i. 71. 
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‘ -^Forward, with the ficst stroke; with the second, mncHf more with ' 

* the twelfth stroke, be one and all of you, in the utmost silence, ad- 

* vancing! And, under paft of death, two things: Not one shot till 

* you are in; No plunderinji; jkehen you are.”— In this manner is the 

* silent three-sided avalanche ^ be let go. Whereupon, * says my Dryas- 
dust, ‘ the Generals retired ; and had, for one item, their nre-arms 
‘ all cleaned and ncw-loaded/^^ 

Without plans of Glogau, and more detail and study than 
the reader would consent to, there can no Narrative be givem 
Glogau has Ramparts, due Ring-fence, palisaded and repaired 
by Wallis ; inside of this is an old Town-Wall, vihich will need 
petards ; there are about 1,000 men under Wallis, and alto* 
gether on the works, not to count a mortar or two, fifty-eight 
big guns. The reader must conceive a poor 'ibwn under block- 
ade, in the wintry night-time, with its tough Count Wallis; ill- 
off for the necessaries of life; Town shrouded in darkness, and 
creeping quietly to its bed. This on the one hand : and on the 
other hand, Prussian battalions marching up, at lo o'clock or 
later, with the utmost softness of stop ; * taking post behind the 
ordinary field-watches and at length, all standing ranked, in 
the invisible dark ; silent, like machinery, like a sleeping aval- 
anche: Husht! — No sentry from the walls dreams of such a 
thing, “ Twelve !" sings out the steeple of Glogau ; and in grim 
whisper the word is, “ VorwartsT and the three-winged aval- 
anche is in motion. 

They reach their glacises, their ditches, covered ways, cor- 
rect as mathematics ; tear-out chevauK-de-frise, hew-down pali- 
sades, in the given number of minutes : Swift, ye Regiment’s- 
carpenters ; smite your best ! Four cannon-shot do now booift- 
out upon them ; which go high over their heads, little 
dreaming how close at hand they are. The glacis is thirty feet 
high, of stiff slope, and slippeiy with frost : no matter, the 
avalanche, led on by Leopold in person, by Margraf Karl the 
King's CousiA, by Adjutant Goltz and the chief personages, 
rushes up with strange impetus ; ,hews*dowj:\, a second palisade; 
surges in; — Wallis’s sentries extinct, or driven to their main 
guards. There is a singular fire in the besieging party. For 
example, Four Grenadiers, — I think of this First Column> whjph 
succeeded sooner, certainly of the Regiment Glasenapp, — 
grenadiers^ owing to slippery or other accidents, in climbing 

n H*ldeH^Gtschkhitf i. 8^3; U. 165, r 
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the glads, had fallen a few steps behind ^^^eneral body; and 
on getting to the top, took the wrong course, and rushed along 
rightward instead of leftward. Rightiard, the first thing they 
come upon is a mass of Austrians stl ranked in arms; Fifty- 
two men, as it turned out, with theirCaptain over them. Slight 
stutter ensues on the part of the Four Grenadiers ; but they 

S ‘ve one another the hint, and dash forward : “ Prisoners?" ask 
ley sternly, as if all Prussia had been at their rear. The Fifty- 
two, in the darkness, in the danger and alarm, answer “Yes." 
— Pile arms, then T Three of the grenadiers stand to see 
that done ; tht^fourth runs off for force, and happily gets back 
with it before the comedy had become tragic for his comrades. 

* I must make acquaintance with these four men,’ writes Fried- 
rich, on hearing it ; and he did reward them by present, by 
promotion to sergeantcy (to ensigney one of them), or what 
else they were fit for. Grenadiers of Glasenapp : these are the 
men Friedrich heard swcaring-m under his window, one me- 
morable morning when he burst into tears ! At half-past Twelve, 
the Ramparts, on all sides, ^re .ours. 

. The Gates of the Town, under axe and petard, can make 
little resistance, to Leopold's Column or the other two. A hole 
is soon cut in the Town-(iate, where Leopold is ; and gallant 
Wallis, who had rallied behind it, with hfs Artillery-General 
and what they could get together, fires through the opening, 
kills four men ; but is then (by order, and not till then) tired 
upon, and obliged to draw back, with his Artillery -General 
mortally hurt. Inside he attempts another .rally, some 200 
with him ; and here and there perhaps a house-window tries to 
give shot; but it is to no purpose, not the least stand can be 
made. Poor Wallis is rapidly swept back, into the Market- 
place, into the Main Guardhouse; ancT there piles arms: “Glo- 
gau yours, Ihr Herren, and w^prisoners of War!" The steeple 
had not yet quite struck One, Here has been a good hofir’s- 
work ! * 

Glogau, as in % dream, or Jialf-awake, and timidly peeping 
jfrom behind window-curtains, finds that it is a Town taken. 
Glogau easily consoles itself, I hear, br even is generally glad ; 
Pjiissian discipline being so perfect, and ingress now free for 
the nqpessaries of life. Theiewasno plundering; not the least 
insult : no towxlsntan was hurt ; not even in houses where sol- 
([fters bad tried ^ing from windows. The Prussian Battalions 
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rendezvous in the^iiJarket-place, and go peaceablytabout their 
patrolling, and other^business ; and meddle with nothing else. 
They lost, in killed, tfli mon ; had ot killed and wounded^ 
forty-eight ; the Austri^Jl rather tnore.^® Wallis was to have 
been set free on parole ; lut was not, ---in retaliation for some 
severity of General Browne’s in the interim (picking*up of fwO 
Silesian Noblemen, suspected of Prussian tendency, and^locle* 
ing them in Bninn over the Hills), — and had to go to Berlin, 
till that was repaired. To the wounded Artillery-General there 
was every tenderness shown, but he died in few days. The 
other Prisoners were marched to the Ciistrhi-S'^ettin quatter; 
‘ and many of them took Prussian service.* 

And this is the Scalade of Glogau : a shining foat of those 
days ; which had great rumour in the Gazett^f , and over all the 
then feverish Nations, though it has now fallen dim again, as 
feats do. Its importance at that time, its utility to Friedrich’s 
affairs, was undeniable ; and it filled Friedrich with the highest 
satisfaction, and with admiration to overflowing. Done 9th 
March 1741 ; in one hour, the vesy earliest of the day, 

Goltz posted back to Schweidnitz with the news ; got thi^ 
ther about 5 p.m. ; and was received, naturally, with open arms. 
Friedrich in person marched out, next morning, to 
de-joie and Te-Deufn-'vcKg ; — there was Royal Letter to Leopold, 
which flamed through all the Newspapers, and ran still be read 
in innumerable Books ; Letter omissible in this place. We re- 
mark only how punctual the King is, to reward in money as 
well as praise, and not the high only, but the low that had 
deserved: to Prince Leopold he presents a,ooo/. ; to each pri- 
vate soldier who had been of the storm, say half-a-guinea, — 
doubling and quadrupling, in the special cases* to as high as 
twenty guineas, of our pVesent money. To the old Gazetteers, 
and their readers everywhere, thfis of Glogau is a very effulgent 
business ; bursting out on them, like sudden BudO-light, in the 
uncertain stagnancy and expectancy of mankind, Friedrich 

himself writes of it to the Old Dessauer : . 

c • 

* The moie I think of the Glogau business, the more important I 
‘find it, Pi i net' Leopold nab achieved the prettiest military stroke 
‘ [die schonste Action) that has been done in this Century. From «ay 
‘ heart I cougratuLite you on having such a Son* In boldne;^ of re- 

Orlich. i. 75, 78: Helden-Geschichtef i. 829; irtecondilabk otherwise, iu some 
fhjght points, ^ ^ 
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‘ solution, in plan, in execution, it is aliKc a(imir9,ble j atd quite gives 
^ a turn to my afiairs.*** 

And indeed, it is a perfect examp^ of Prussian discipline, 
and military quality in all kinds; su|l|as it would be di£&cult 
to match elsewhere. Most potently forrect ; coming out every- 
where with the completeness and exactitude of mathematics ; 
and has in it such a fund of martial fire, not only ready to 
blaze out (which can be exampled elsewhere), but capable of 
bottling itself and of lying silently ready. Which is much 
rater; and very essential m soldiering ! Due a little to the 
Qld Bessauer^may we not say, as well as to the Young? 
Friedrich Wilhelm is fallen silent; but bis heavy labours, and 
military and other drillings to Prussian mankind, still speak 
with an audible ^ce. 

About three weeks after this of Glogau, Leopold the Old 
Dessauer, over in Brandenburg,' docs anotlier thing which is 
iihportant to Friedrich, and of great rumour m the woild. Steps 
out, namely, with a force of;} 6,000 men, horse, foot and artil- 
lery, completely equipped in all points; and takes Camp, at 
this early season, at a place called Gottin, not far from Mag- 
deburg, handy at once for Saxony and for Hanover; and 
continues there encamped, — “meiely lor review purposes.’* 
Readers can figure what an astonishment it was to Kur-Sach- 
sen and British George ; and how it struck the wind out of their 
Russian Partition-Dream, and awoke them to a sense of the 
awful fact ! — Capable of being slit in pieces, and themselves 
partitioned, at a day’s warning, as it were ! It Was on April 2d, 
that Leopold, with the first division of the 36,000, planted his 
flag near Gottin. No doubt it was the “detestable Project” 
that had brought him out, at so early season for tent-life, and 
nobody could then guess why.* He steadily paraded here# all 
summer ; keeping his 36,000 well m drill, since there was no- 
thing else needed of him. ^ 

The Camp at Gbttin flamed greatly abroad through the 
timorous imaginatiG^as of raankilid, that Year ; and in the New^s- 
papers are many details of it. And^ besides the important 
general fact, there is still one little jxiint worth special men- 
ti^ ; namely^ that old Fiddmarshal Katte (Father of poor 
Lieuteftant whom we knew) was of it ; and perhaps even 

Date, J3th Marqh J74x (Oritch, L 77). 
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got his death by it Chief Commander of the Cavalry here/ 
such honour had he ; but died at his post, in a couple of months, 
•at Rckahn, May poor old gentleman, perhaps un- 

equal to the hardships held^life at so early a season of the 
year. ® 

Friedrich takes the Fields with some Pomp; goes into the 
MouniaifiSy — but comes fast back. 

At Glogau there was Homaging, on the very morrow after 
the storm : on the second day, the superfluous regyncnts marched 
off ; no want of vigorous activity to settle matters on their neW 
footing there. General Kalkstein (Friedtich^s old Tutor, whom 
readers have forgotten again) is to be Comi7\andant of Glogau ; 
an office of honour, which can be done b> deputy except in 
cases of real stress. The place is to be thoroughly new-forti- 
fied, — which important point they commit to Engineer Wall- 
rave, a strong-headed, heavy-built Dutch Officer, long sitfee 
acquired to the service, on account of his excellence in that 
line; who did, now and afterwards, a great deal of excellent 
engineering for Friedrich ; but for himself (being of deep sto- 
mach withal, and of life too dissolute) made a tragic thing of 
it ultimately. As will be seen, if we have leisure. 

In seven or eight days, Prince Leopold having wound-up hiS 
Glogau affairs, and completed the new preliminaries there, joins 
the King at Schweidnitz. In the highest favour, as was natural 
Kalkstein is to take a main hand in the Siege of Neisse; for 
which operation it is hoped there will soon be weather, if not 
favourable yet supportable. What of the force was superfluous 
at Glogau had at once marched off, as we observed ; and is 
now getting re-distributed where needful. There is much shift- 
ing about; strengthening ofpos% giving-up of posts: the whple 
of which readers shall imagine for themselves,-*— except only two 
points that ^re worth remembering : First, that Kalkstein with 
about 12,000 takes post at Grotkau, some twenty-five miles 
north of Neisse, ready to move on, and t>pen trenches, when 
required; second, that Holstein-Beck gets posted at Frank- 
enstein (chief place of that Baumgarten skirmish), say thirty- 
five miles west-by-north of Neisse; and has some 8 or ro,*boo 
Horse and Foot thereabouts, spread up and dov(rn,^y|iQ will 
« ii. 
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b*e much ws^hted, And not procurable, on# Occasion that is 

coming, 

Friedrich has given-np the Jablur|;a Fass ; called-in the 
Jablonka and remoter posts j anxlousgo concentrate, before the 
Enemy get nigh. That is the King’s notion ; and surely a 
reasonable one ; the area of the Prussian Army, as, I guess it 
from the Maps, being above 2,000 square miles, beginning at 
Breslau only, leaving out Glogau. Schwerin thinks differ- 
ently, but without good basis. Both are agreed, '' The Austrian 
Army cannot take the field till the forage come,*’ till the new 
grass Sp!^ng, v®ich its cavalry find convenient. That is the 
fair supi^Mtion ; but in that both are mistaken, and Schwerm 
the more dangerously of the two. — Meamvlule the Pandour 
swarms are obsendibiy getting nfer, and of stormier quality ; 
and they seem to harbour farther to the East than formerly, 
and not to come all out of Glatz/ Which perhaps are symptom-^ 
atic circumstances? The worst effect of these preliminary Pan- 
dour clouds is, Your scout-service cannot live among them ; 
they hinder reconnoitring, afid keep the Enemy veiled from 
you. Of that sore mischief Friedrich had, first and last, ample 
experience at their hands t This is but the first instalment of 
Pandours to Friedrich ; and the mere foictastc of what they 
can do in the veiling way. 

Behind the Mountains, in this manner, all is inane dark- 
ness to Friedrich and Schwerin. They know only that Neip- 
perg is rendezvousing at Olmutz; and judge that he will still 
spend many weeks upon it ; the real facts being . 4 rhat Neipperg, 
-—’who arrived in Oimutz on the loth of March,’ the veiy day 
while GlogAU was homaging, — ^has been, he and those above 
bun and ^ose under him, driving prepaiations foiward at a 
furiohs rote. That Neipperg held, — I think at Steinberg his 
hithermost post, some twenty mftes hither of Olmutz, — a Coun- 
cil of War, * all the Generals and even Leutulus from Glatz, 
present at it,* day not given; where the unanimous decision 
was, *' March straigl«way ; ^vc^cisse, since Glogau is gone V* 
— ^and in fine, That on the 36th, Neipjeig took the road ac- 
cordingly, ' in spite of furious snow blowing m his face and 
Js ev«r since (30,000 strong, says rumour, but perhaps 10,000 
ot them^ne^’O Pandours) unweariedly climbing the Mountains, 
laboriously forward, with his heavy guns and ammuni- 

tion-wagons; ^oon^^nding with the steep spowy icy roads; — 

you IV, F 
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intent wppn $aving Weis^ie. ^Thi$ is the fafct; profoundly un- 
known to Friedrich anAScJ^enn; whowil]i^>e^ch surprised, 
iwdien it becomes p«rteh|||p them ihe wtony lime^ 

Scfmddniistt M<trch, This day Friedrich, Wth Con- 
siderable apparatus, pomp and processional cymbafling, gi'eatiy 
the reverse of fos ulterior use and wont in such cases, ctuilted 
Schweidnit2} and his Algarottis ; solemnly opening Camp 4 |iM 
in this manner ; and drove oif for Ottmachau^ having work 
there for tomorrow. ^ s. 

The Siege of Neissc is now to proceed forthwith ^^brencheS 
to be opened April 4th. Fnedrich is stiH that hiS 

posts lie too wide apart; that especiall)^ 6cWerin» who is 
spread among the Hills m Jagemdori CoujSvry, ought tb Come 
down, and take closer order for covering the siiege/^^ Schwerin 
answers, That if the King will spare him a reinforcement of 
eight squadrons and nine battalions (say 1,200 Horse, 9,000 
Foot), he Will maintain himself .where be is, aud no Enem> 
shall get across the Mountains at all. Tliat is Schwerin’S no^ 
tion ; who surely is something of a judges FriCdrich assents ; 
will himself conduct the reinforcement to Schwerin, apd storyey 
matters, with his own eyes, up yonder. Friedrich marches from 
Ottmachau, accordingly, 29th March;— Kaljcstein, Holstein- 
Beck, and others arc to be rendezvoused before Nela$e, In the 
interim; trenches leady for opening oH the sixth day heitCe; 
— and in this manner, climbs these mountains, and sees Jd- 
gerndorf Country for the first tmie. 

Beautiful blue world of Kills, ndge piled on ridge behind 
that Neisse region ; fruitful valleys lapped in them, with grim 
stone Castles and bu^ little Towns disotosm® themseives as 
we advance : that is Jagemdoif Countlpyr'-^y^hich D'hCte OforgC 
of Anspach, hundreds of years ngo, jmrchgdcd with his own 
money; wWch we have now come to lay Wd of as his Heir! 
Fnedrich, I believe, thinks little of all ihjisj and dqes not re- 
member Uncle George at all, ** But me the facts; and the 
Country, regarded or not, is very hi^utifiil, with tpe 

Spring sun shining on it ; Or with Sudden storms 

gathering wildly on the pcuks, as if pm pej^nt^ifont foves^^tU^* 
but vanishing again straightway, a powdering of 

snojy* , 
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jEJe met Sclmre^t^ Neustadt. halfwit to JSgemdorf; whi^ 
thet they ptot^eeded Itesti #v* What news imve yoit ot the 
Enemy was Erie4ti6h^a^fitst^csticiif Schw^nhas ho news 
whatever; only that the Enemy is far off, hanging ia long thm 
straggle from dlnmta westward* "I have a spy out/’ said 
SchWetin; ^^hut he has not returned yet,” — nor ever will* h^ 
might have added. It diligent readers will now lake to tlieh: 

and attend day hy day, an invincible Predecessor has 
compelled What nestt follows into human intelligibility) and into 
the Diary Fomj^ for their behoof rcadei s of an idler turn 
sHj^i Imt this confused hurry-skurry of marches issues in 
acHpaethihg which all WiM have to attend to. 

* vfl^ 1741. This is the da> when the Old Doa- 

* saner makhi^ appcanfece with the first brigades of his Camp at (lOttiii. 

* Friedrich is satisfied with what he has seen of Jagcrndoil matters; 
‘ and intends returning towards Neiss^, theic to commence On tlic 41b. 

* He 18 giving his final oider<>, and on the point of selling off, wlieu— 
^S)evnn Austrian jDeserters, ^‘Diagoons of Lichtcnolcm/’ come in; 
< nnd report. That NeippergS Anrty is WJihm a fe\^ miles ’ And scarcely 

* had they dode answering and explaining, ^\hen sounds use of musketry 

* and cai^On, frewh our outposts on that side ; intimating that here is 

* Ki^jl^crg’s Anfiy Stselfr Seldom in his life was Fnccliich ui an ugliei 

* situation. In Jagemdorf, an open Town^ are only some three or four 

* thousand men, << with three fieldpieccs, and as much powder ns will 
‘ charge them forty times, Happily these piovcd only the Pandpiu 

* outskirts of Neipperg^s Army, scorning about to teconnoilre, and not 
‘ di^euH to beat ; the reifil body of it is a,scei tamed to be at Freudentlnl, 

* fifteen, miles to 'Westward, southwestward ; making piwards Neisse, 
' it 18 gu<^SSed) by other or wc^tein road, which is the nearer to 

* Cflott afid to the Afisirian force there. 

‘ Pad K^ppejg kttoVru what Mas m Jageindorl— I But he does 
^ not knovff He inarches on, next morning,* it his usual slow late ; 

wide 4^*hs ^jPandhW aoeompaiiying and preceding him; skirmish- 
^ all pfciji^ftSr' (upon Jagf^mdoif, for Instance, though fifteen 
miles wide of then** road}^ ‘to (tsoertam if Prussians are thcie. One can 
‘ judge Whether Fri!edri<!h and Schwerin were thankful m Hfen the huge 
‘ alarm produced tnothirtel “ The mountain/' as FnedVich says, ‘‘gave 
‘ birth to a mouse it W a • mouse” of essential vithl use to 

* Fritedrieh anjcl Sc^erfia.; It M^aming, That Ussy must instantly collect 

‘themselve% men and begone one and all out of these 

* ^ake^dodble-^n^ Hot now with the hope of be- 

‘ si^^g'%lsse^-S^ 5 wf^^ |hatj|fs- 4 mt of getting thdr wide-scattered 

* post« to^i&thilsp Reaping destruction in detail ! 

violefit eicbrtioii, wiffi the 
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* siictiiicc only of som^r^moiQ littk ste^rehouses^ a)! id ireiid€»vou$tfd at 

* Ja^emdorf, within two days ; and Ibis day th^ match > King and van- 

* guatd reaching NeuStadtQso^tweniy-Bve tjdnliSafQnyatd* soma' twenty 

* Still from Neisse. At Neu^dt^ the posts tbbtlmd Stood in that 

‘ bourhood are ail assembled^ and march "^th the King tomorri^^ Of 
' Neipperg, except by transitory contact with his Pandout dovida^thoy 

* have seen nothing : liis road i$ pretty much parallel to theirsA nod 

* some fifteen miles leftward, Glatzward; goes tlitoogh Eaekmanteh 

* Ziegenhals, straight upon Neisse.” Neippcrg’smai are wearied with the 
‘ long climb out of Mahren ; and he struggles towards Neisse as the jfirst 
‘ object ; — holding upon GlaU and Lcntulus with his left, Nurocrons 
' orders have been speeded from the King’s quartersf J^OTndOrf, and 

* here at Neustadt; order especially to Holstem^Bech at Frtmkenstdn, 

* and to ICalkstein at Grotkau, How they are tb Uiute, first with dnh 

* another ; and then to cross Neisse River, and i^ite with the Klti^,-— 

' to which end there is already a Bridge laid fo^them, or about to be 

laid in good time. 

* A/>rtl ^tAf Headquarters Steinau* Steinau is a little Town twenty 

* miles east of Neisse, on the road to Kosel’ (stfongi$h place, on the 
Oder, some forty miles farther east) : ♦ here Friedrich, with the m?im 

* body, take their quarters ; rearguard being still at htastadt. Tern- 

* purary Bndge there is, ready or all but ready, at Sdrgab’ (twelve 
miles to north of us, on our left): *by this Kalkstein, with his 10,000, 

^ comes punctually across; while other biigades from the Rosel bide 
‘ are also pimctual in getting in ; which is a g^cat comfott : but of 

* Holstein-Beck there is no vestige, nor did there ever appear any. 

* Holstein, ‘‘whom none of the repeated orders aent* him could reach,” 
*say^ Friedrich, “remamed comfortably in his quartets; and look^ 

* at the Enemy rushing past him to right and left, without troubling 

‘ his head with^ them. The too casy-mitided Austrian 

‘ Heseiters inform us, That General Neipperg arrived today with his 
‘ Army in Neisse ; and has there been joined by X^tulUs with the dlata 
‘ force, chiefly cavalry, a gootl many thousands* We* may be ajttacked, 

‘ then, this very night, they are diligent? Friedfich out ^pund 

* and plan in such case, and how and where each is to rank lim^f, ^ 

* There came nothing of attack; *but the poor little of jStftHwiUi , 

‘ wdth so many troops in it andbaggagfe-drivto Stumbling abmrt, takes 

* fire; burift to ashes; “and We had grc?t difficulty in aaving the 

* artillery and powdei through the narrow with the houscg ail 

' burning on each hand.” ’ Fand^ it,-^*a]od tlfe poor shrieking inhabit- 
ants; gone tp silepce long since with their hpt the least whisper 
li^ of them, ‘ The Prussians b?vouaUk ^ the «a<d)i in the place 

‘ that has been marked out. Night extreih^y<^ld*’^^^ ^ e ' 

P ^ackmantd, ‘ Twltch^Ooak,* epeurs more tfesJ* i^lEJewul's ussae .iflbse ' 

nattie wliich, sayS mypijaa^wst wkWt 


dent on travellera, " nwitcl 
thote wild mountain spaces. JPesi 


fw, 
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ta this poQT Steiuau w;sl$ a S^hloss, whidi also went Up in fue; 
disclos 3 uig certain mysteries of an almost mythical natuire to the Cerman 
PuhUe, It was tlbe Suhloss of a GVahn von iullenber]^; a dres^ful old 
l^owuget of Medeftrljiessalii's^ who I always wore pistols about 
her / pistols^, aUd latteiiyv with more and more constancyji a brandy- 
bottle^-— who has boon much on the tongues of men for a generation 
back. Hen Nussler (readers recollect shifty Nusslei) know her, m the 
way ofbusintss> at one tlmei with pity, it also witli horror bonie 
weeks ago, she was, by the Austrian Commandant at Neiaso, summoned 
out of tms jJchlosSi as in correspondence with Piusswn Ofheerb • peas^ 
ants breaking-m, tied her with ropes to the bed where she was ; put 
bed and her farm cart, and m that scandalous manner delivered 
her at HUiase to th^ Commandant ; by which adventure, and its rages 
ail 4 tinspeakUbilitl^ the pool old CalJenberg is since dead And now 
the ver^ Schlo^s is dead; and there is finis to i human dust voitex, 
such as is sometimewoisy for a time Perliaps Nussler may again pass 
that way, if we wait** 

^ April 6/^, ffeadquaiters P'nedldnd To I*iiedland on the 6th;— 

‘ and do not, as eiftpected, get away next morning Fnedland is ten 

* miles down the NeiSse, which makes a bend of near ninety degices 
' opposite^ Steinau ; aud runs thtacc stiaight north for the Oder, which 

* it reaches some dozen milts or more above Bntg Both Stemau and 

* Fnedland ate a good distance from the Rivtr, Fnedland, the nearer 
of the two, With Sorgau Bhdge duect west of it, is perhaps eight 

'miles from that important stmctuie Iheie, being now toleiably 
' rendezvoused, and m strength for action, Fnednth purposes to cross 
' Neisse River tomorrow ; hoping perhaps to meet Holstein Beck, and 
' incorporate him ; anxious, at any rate, to get between the Austrians 
' and Ohlau, where his heavy Artillery, his Ammunition, not to men- 
' don other mdlspcnsables, are lying The pecuhanpr of Neipperg at 
' tMs time i$f that the ground he occupies beirs no proportion to the 

* ground he commands. His regular Horse are supposed to be the 
' best m the world J and of the Pandour kind, who live, hor^e and man, 
' mainlK upon nothing (which means upon theft), his supplies aie un- 
' limited* sits Itke a volcanic reservoir, therefore, not like a com- 
' mon ftte of such and $UCh intensity and power to bum,— casts the 
' ashes of himy on all sides, to many miles distance 

*Jrrd(fjy Aprils frudlemA (stiU Headquarters) ynluckily, on 
' trying, there la no pflifiage to be had at Sorgau, The Officer on charge 

* there still holdathe BBdgCi but hm been obliged to break away the 
' farther and of "Lepjt^us and Hragoonsi* several thousands strong’' 
' (su<^ IS the f^pioWh having taken post there. Fnednch commands 

* thak^he he rmuatated ; fleldpieces to defend it ; Pnnee Leopold 

* and the way?* All Friday, Fnednch waiting at Fued- 

' land* wis to these details. I-eopOld in due force started foi* 

f BorgWt yrRb JiS^rValry ur the van; Leopold d^d sturm across^ 
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* aitd g6 aM Aaciiig^'$ome space, on tbe othet lide ; but, seb- 

* ]wg mat it wa§ m truth X«fetttulus^ and Pragooai^ limits had to 

^ report acc6rdiUgly si Utid then to ivittd hiiu$eff tjua side, again, 

‘ oU new order from 5 i& Kkg} Whai to be tlien:? Here is 

* uo crossing, Friedrich' dSudea to go down the Kiver | be toftaelf to 

< lA>wen, perhaps near twenty miles farther dd^, but wbera is 
' a Bridge and Hlgliway leading overj Brinee^teopOlSd, wi& theirtJAVier 

< dmsions and baggages, to MicbelaUj, spme nearer, and there to 

* build hit Pontoons and cross, Whicjl wau ^ected, with succeS&i 

* And so, 

‘ Saturday %ih Aprils With great punctuality;, tbe iCii\g and teopold 

* met at Michelau^ both well across the Neifise. IJJgjrc on Pontoons, 

* Leopold had got across about noon j and precisely as he wa« finishing, 

^ the King’s Column, which had crossed at Ld^en, and come up tb^ 

' left bank again, arrived. The King, much oont^ Leopold’s 

* behaviour, nominates him General of Blfantry,\^stagp, higher m pro^ 

‘ motion, there and then. Brieg Blockade is, as It^ral, Up ^ the 
^ Blockading Body joining with the King, this morhhig, while he passed 
‘ that way. Prom Holstein-Bcck not the least whisper,— nor to him, 

* if we knew it. 

‘ Neipperg has quitted Neisse ; b|!il walks inv^flble wfthiU clouds of 
^'Pandoursj notliing but guessing as to Neippetg*s motions. Bighdy 
‘ swift, and awake to his business, Neipperg might havo done, might 

* still do, a stroke upon us here. But he lakes it easy j marines hai^y 
‘ five miles a-day, since he quitted Ncisse 8gum» i^rom 

* Friedrich for Ins part twins southwestward, in <juesl, of l^^lsteiu 

' other interests; marches towards Grotkau, Uo^intpdin^ much further 
' that night. Thick snow blowing in their WesJ ftdthit^ to be 
' ahead, the Pnissian column tramps along. In Leipe, u Stfle HUml^t 

* sidewards of the road, short way from Grotkuu, our Hu«w VangwaSfcd 
^ had found Aus^aan Hussnis; captured forty, aUd from them lehme^ 

^ that the Austnan Army is in Grotkau; thntdiey tool^ Grotkau. bull 

* an hour before, and are there! A pool LicUtcnAntMitSchepfelfWhOih 
^ I think Fuedneh used to know m Rein^boiK) lay iltlS^htkanii, 

‘ some sixty Tccruits and^deseiters” says with 

‘ hundreds of camp-laljourers (inteoded fOr Ihp* frcuph*fe$i* tarhicb vtiS 
' now be opened) *. — Mitschepfal made at Itq^t but, 

‘ hours of it, had to give-in ; and there i$ tjpdilh^Taow for Us at Grob*< 
^kau. Holt/’ tl^eiefore! Neipperg is pushing towardSf^ 

* Ohlau, towardf" Breslau, thougl%in a )[eiep](^;^y; there it wiib be* 

* hOve us to get the start of him, if Hu^iamsijp To the tight 

f about) therefore, without delay t The Leipe (jihttoH , 

* to the wonde^ of its simple people); seven ^flmi 

^ farther, on the road for Ohlau and ti^t ilt %^y 

* vih^ee there are ; the King^S Oorpa.iu 

' and Alsea,’^ V-wSch are 

and Ah&emm/ on thoybed Mia ;Li 
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* ■ This end of that Manih into th^ IviouAtains, with 

Ncisse Siege hatjging twumpbaivt ahead. ^Tfeefee inre the Kirtg's 
quarters, this? wtatry night, S<^ur4ay Sth I 

and it IS to be guessed there is niort|lF rare than of steep pro^ 
vided for iiirn there, ' Sel4om> in his life, was Fricdrkh in a 

criticarpositfon]; ahd he-well knowv it, none better* And 
COutd have his remorses upon it,^werc these of the least use 
in present Gircumstanecs. Here are two Lcitc rs which he wrote 
that night; Veiling, we perceive, a very grim world of thoughts; 
betokeningr however^ ammd made up. Joidan, Prince August 
Wilhflhi HeinaA^pparent, and other fine individuals who shone 
in the Schv^eidnits cjrde lately, are in Breslau, safe sheltered 
against this bad Juncture ; Maupertuis was not so lucky as to 
go with thehi, 

iChg to Prince August WHlielm (in Breslau). 

* Pogarell, 8th Apnl 1741 

‘My dearest Brother,— The Fnemy has just got into Silesia ; We 

* are not ihote than a mile [gimi^de mi he) fiom them. 1 omorrow must 
^ decide our fortunes 

‘ if I die, do not forget a BiOthei who has always loved >ou very 
' t^mdejrly* t recommend to jou tny most dear Mother, my Domestic!?, 

< ami my Battahon^ {Li/e^tani 0/ Poot^ men puked hom hi^ own 
old Ruppht Regiment and from the disbanded Giints, star of all the 
^ BatUlfoUsh*^ * jtechel and Schuhmacher’ ( i wo of the Three Uerkb) 
*■ informed ^ Sdl my testamentaiy wislies. Keniember me always 

* you; but eonsple yoatself for my death ; the glory oi the Piussian 

* Arms, and the honour of the House have set me yi action, and will 
^ guidO mo to my laj?t moment. You ate my sole Heu : T recommend 
^ to you, in dying, these whom I have the most loved duiing my hfo: 

* Kcfyserling*. jFO*?a% Wartenslebenj Hacke, who is a very honest man; 

* Ft^dorrforf* {Factotum), 'and Inchel, m vrfiom you may place entire 

\ bei^ueath 8 ,oqo Ciowus (i,aoo/.), which I have with 
^ io my"I)ettnjstwJs; IgkUt all thaf I have elsewliere depends on you. 

* of my Brotheiis and Shulers make a present m ni) name; a 

♦'thhusAjid fef¥fecUdnif(e regards et comphments) to my Sister of 

^ Baircttth. Von Icnow what 1 think on their score ; and you Ipipw 
^ better th;m X cpnld you, tho tfedemess nnd all the sentiments of 

* Jttoat inviolably &{e*|d4»¥p which I am, dearest Brother, 

♦ ViOu^ jSlfeful Brother and Servant till death, 

^ sje IroWiwM hr. aoy? Nlcoki, BeriWf iii jaSa. 

jjj IM Uf IftsUiaentary aimigemeuai 

fit bC^des thb. 
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TAe Kilig td Jordan (in Bre$l^a). 

8th A|»lJ X74*^ 

* dear Jordan,— |re g^oing to tOinorp>ipr. Thou knoiv** 

* est the chances of war; the life of Kings not more regaided than that 
' of private people. I l?now not what will happen to me 

* If my destiny is finished, remember a fnetid, who loves thee al- 

* ways tenderly; if Heaven prolong my days, I will write to thee after 

* tomorrow, and thou wilt hear of our victory Adiew» dear fii6nd| I 
‘ shall love thee till death — F^d^^ric 

The King, we incidentally discover somb'^nl^ere, *had no 
sleep that night none, * nor the next night either/~such a 
ctisis coming, still not come. 


CHAPTER X. 

BATTLE OF MOLLWITZ. 

•Tomorrow,* Sunday, did not prove the Day <rf Fight* 
after all. Being a day of wild drifting snow, so that you eould 
not see twenty paces, there was nothing for it but to sit quiet. 
The King makes all his dispositions, sketches out punctually, 
to the last item, where each is to station himself, how the Army 
is to advance in Four Columns, ready for Newperg wherever 
he may be, — towards Ohlau at any rate, iiraither* it is not 
doubted Neipperg is bent. These snowy $ix-and*thirty hours at 
Pogarell were probably, since the Custrm time, the npiost anadi* 
ous of Fnedrictfs life. 

Neipperg, for his part, struggles forward a few miles, this 
Sunday April 9th, the Prussians rest under shelter in the wild 
weather. Neipperg’s headquarters, this night, arc a small Vil- 
lage or Hamlet, called MoU^itz : there and an the adjacent 
Hamlets, chiefly in Laugwitz and GruningeH, hiife Aritny lodges 
itself he is now fairly got between us att4 W> the 

blowing drift, we knew it, or he knew it, But, in this confusion 
of the elements, neither partyr knows pf^he other; Neipperg 
has appointed that tomorrow, Monday lofhjr shall be a rest-- 
day r---^appointment which could by po be jeept, as it 

turned out l ^ • 

Friedrich had dispatchfed messcngei^ to Ohl^n* 
fbree there should join him; messeul^ersax'enUe^tin:^ 
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like message had altead3r gone to Brieg^ *B#me days before, and 
the Blockading Body, a good few thousands strong, quitted 
Brieg, as we saw, and effected thei^ |unction with him. All 
day, this Sunday $th, it still snows and blows ; you cannot see 
a yard before you. No hope now of Holstein-Beck, Not the 
least n^ws from any quarter; Ohlau uncertain, too likely the 
wrong way i What is to be done? We are cut-off from our 
Maga2ines, ^have only provision for one other day. * Had this 
weather lasted,* says an Austrian reporter of these things, ‘his 
Majesty woul^ave passed his time very 


Of the Battl%of Mollwitz, as indeed of all Friedrich’s Bat- 
tles, there are ample accounts new and old, of perfect authen- 
ticity and scientw exactitude ; so that in regard to military 
points the due clearness is, on^ study, completely attainable. 
But as to personal or human details, we are driven back upon 
a miscellany of sources ; most of which, indeed all of which 
except Nicolai, when he spvingly gives us anything, are of 
questionable nature ; and, without intending to be dishonest, 
do run out into the mythical, and require to be used with 
Caution. The latest and notablest of these, in regard to Moll- 
witz, is the pamphlet of a Dr. Fuchs; from which, in spite of its 
amaxSng quality, we expect to glean a serviceable item here and 
there*® It is definable as probably the most chaotic Pamphlet 
ever written ; and in many places, by dint of uncorrccted printing, 
bad grammar, bad spelling, bad sense, and in short, of intrinsic 
darkness in so vivacious a humour, it has beebme abstruse as 
Sanscrit; and redlly is a sharp test of what knowledge you 
Otherwise have of the subject. Might perhaps be used in that 


way, by the Examining Military Boards, in Prussia and else- 
where^ if no other use lie in il? P'uchs’s own contributions, 
mere ignorance, folly and credulity, are not worth interpreting: 
4 h^t'he had printed, and in the same abstruse forip, one or two 


eurfoUs Parish Manuscripts, particularly a History* of this 
Whr, privately jotted down by^he then Schoolmaster of Molt- 

^ (IhjJ eoimpUto TUlc ^ammlung uftgfdrUckter Nach* 

9P tm Pretasm turn 1740 bis erl^uierH, or 

Vb EiRlwH Cpibiciiim J^t^rraHi/es tvAu,k sliscutiste ih* Prnssian 





of tbtm M^lorg in 

xo 4 ^rii *741 

tew ^ 
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, xoth April 

a ^pd simpk %(Xnrm feflow-crpature ; tl^ough whose 
pj®s it is hpre ^nd thsere worth white to lopjc;. In regard to 
S*tu:hs himself; a late Hcmiist astya: 

*Thi<i Pamphlet’^ (Cclebtahon itself, so 

^ phtQse ^as the Country, did not tal^e effect) Wa$ by a zealous, noisy 

* buMjot wise, old Medical Gentieman of these parts, called Pr Faclis 

* (/vjt); who had set his heart on raising, by subscription, a proper 

* National Moapment on the Field of Mollwite^ and so closing hi^ ojid 

* career. Subscriptions did not tpke, in that April nor ip fiftr 

* following months or twelvemonths : the fcealpps I>octor, therefor^ 

* indignantly drew his o\vn nurse, got a big Obehs^f Granite hewr 
‘ ready, with suitable Inscription on at; carted hfs bi^SbeJi^ from the 

* qnarnea of Strehlen; assembled the Country ffifipd it, op |k$oJiwito 

* Field ; and pa'>sionateIy discoursed and pleadeov that at least the 
^Country should bimg block and-tackle, unth pj^per frawowoik, and 

set up this Obelisk on the Pede^-tal he had there budt foi lU The 
' Country listened cheerfully (for the old I>octor wa*^ a popular mao, 

' clever though Ihghty), but the Country was agam obtuvein the way 

* <** active fuitherince, and would not even bungblock-aod^tacklc. The 
“ old I>octor had to answer, ** Weil, then t** and go on hia W«y 

‘ more serious errands* I he cattle tiave much imderpamed, and rubbed 

* down, his pool Pedestal, which is of rubble-Wotk; his Obehsk still 

* lies Tnournfully houzontal, uninjured, — and really ought to bo set up, 

^ by some pansh-rate, or effoit of the cominunity otherwise 

From the old Mollwitz Schoolmaster wtt di^tij tihe follow- 
mg: 

* Molhvitz^ Sunday ^th AprJ. Country, for tWo dhys back, was m 
‘ new alarm by the Austi lan Garrison of Bri^ noW left at liberty, VJdio 
^ salhed out iipon^Jic Villages about, and pluiSer^Sl blacfc-cattle, sheq^> 

* grain, and whatever they could co»iie at 3^1 this day (Sunday) m 

* MoUwitz the whole Austrun Army wa upbti ust. ♦ Fhfsf, tbot>e went 

* joo Hussars through the Village to GryttingeU, who fhcm* 

‘ selves there, and rush€<f hither and thither inko^hjOusM, 

* plundering From one they to<^ his be^t hor&eA, from hnofoer 

* took hnen^ clothes, and other fuinittire^? and tlctnat? General il'ew^ 

< burg^ (Neippeig) 'aalted here at MoUwihh with the whole Armfi 
before the Wlage, m mtnd to quaitet. Apd qUnrWr WflS sailed, AO 

* that a SaufT* (PJough-Farraer) ‘cot foifr to companies to 1*^, 
' mtd a GariHer* (Spade^Farmcr) *wo Or thrfee bandied cavalry, The 
‘ j^tt^ea were Ml of Offid^fs, the (OsOth^ ^ the MU 

* of horsemen and boggager and aU roandir«^0A 4taw sMing hut i^es 

< Imtning," the Zauntd (wooden railings) fot 

* frrewood; thO hay, sttaW| baiW and 

^ brought to and ev^ythm^ fokn m )imm wap i||bed m. 
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‘And, as 1 _ 

' quarter^sd at ; 
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^ not lodge 10^ 

Cdyflijrj ,0# tl4s day/.no- 

\ are up betini 0 § ; ',j£ing' 

Friedrigli* ^is liad'n<3lt, pr had hardly, at ^ slept 

du^g^ those aucli; his anxieties* This morning!, all 

is^.cato, sleeked white; Pogarell and the 

.^A^d are wT^pi aav^m two feet of snow, 

t)ip ground . ^ crisp; a hot sun possible about ^ 

l^i^n ,' ^ybreak* we are all astir, rendezvousing^ 

rghkin^-l^in^ ready to advance in that fashion 

into battle, wherever the Enemy 
tiifii, up. :The.hrdw:swere all given overnight, two nights ago; 
were , all Uiide!r 5 tO|^i top, and known to be rhadamanthine ; 
and, down to ii>e ipwest pioneer, no man is uncertain what to 
do. If We- but knew where the Enemy is ; on which side of 
us what doin^ what intending ? 

Seputs, General- Adjutants are out on the quest ; to no pur- 
pose hitherto^ One young CTeneral- Adjutant, Saidem, whose 
namp wp s^ailknow again, has ridden northward, has pulled 
, bifitBp son^^ of Pogarell ; hangs, gazing diligently 

through i»i% spy^a$Si there; -—can see'nothing but a Plain of 
silPiit^; s^rse bearding of bushes (nothing like a 

hpdge iathe^, countries), and here and there a tree, themiser- 
. able skple^lh bf a poplar : — whJn happily, owing to an Austrian 

(in abridged form) the poor 
old' Scnpplhtastery acQOim of a small thing: ♦ 

th^ regiment Althan, native of Kriesewite 
^ In billeted in Christopher Schonwitz^s, 

a shirt, anfhother interior outSt;, and 
the. man Schblzke, a fa^m- 
- >' , 7 his, the Dragoon’s, Father in 

' ^ or outfit, and to return early with 

under and his master dare not think 

Wh%‘n#nltvi homewards with the but^ 

!^^h.bMhS,n;iotnent into Saldern^s sphere of 
Dost thou know where 
whither I am going!” 
fi^t blear light 
equivalent, 
in^aU.thef 
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The King to Pea$nat, ''tliow shall; ri4^ mth mo today!’* 
And Schblzke, ftoschke others tall Wnii*--heav)rfQoted rational biped 
knowing the ground the% p^edcattyj everjr yard of it|-*-did, as ap- 
pears, attend the King all mornings do service^ that was recognis- 
able long years afterwards* * Kor always/ sa./'the $ooks^ ^ when the 
‘ King held review here, Tloschke ialled not to make appearance on 

* the field of Pogarell, and get recognition and a gift from his Majesty.* 

At break of day the ranking and arranging began. Pogiv 
rell clock is near striking ten, when the kst squadron or baff^ 
talion quits Pogarell; and the Four Colunn^ punctiliously 
correct, are all under way. Two on each side of Ohlau High* 
way; steadily advancing, with pioneers klpsad to cl^trany 
obstacle there may be. Few obstacles ; here and there a little 
ditch (where Ploschke’s advice may be go<|d, under the Sleek 
of the snow), no fences, smooth wide Plain, nothing you would 
even call a knoll in it for many miles ahead and around. Moil- 
witz is some seven miles north from Pogarell ; intermediate He 
dusty fractions of Villages more jthan one ; two miles or more 
from MoUwitz we come to Pampitz on our left, the next com 
siderable, if any of them can be counted considerabfe. 

* All these Dorfs, and indeed lUost German pnes/ saVs my Tpurist, 

* are made on one type; an agglomerate of dusty farmyards, with their 

* stalls and barns ; all the faimyaids huddled together in two rUws ; a 

* broad negligent road between, seldom mended, never swept except 

* by the elements. Generally there i% nothing to be seen, on e^ch hand, 

* but thatched roofs, dead clay walls and rude wooden gates ; some- 
« times a poor public-house, with probable beer in it; never any shop, 

' nowhere any patch of swept pavement, or trim gatheting-pJate fdr 
' natives of a social gossipy turn; the road lies sleepy, ItUeryj gpod 

* only for utilitarian purposes. Xn the middle of th<t ViUlsige^si^s 

‘ Church and Churchyaid, with probably sorde gnariod \U 

^ Church often larger than you expected; the CSmrchyahd, feUced 

' with high stone*and -mortar Wall, is usually tha priu^i^al military post 

* of the pace. MoUwitz, at the piescnt day, haa pf white- 

* wash here and there; one of the farmer p^ple^ or tnpre^ wea*^ k 

* civilised prosperous look. The belfry ofera a pleiisant viowt the 
^toofe and steeples of Brieg, plftsahtly tastwatdt "Ullages 

* dotted about, Latigwitz,«BArzdorf, lo ydur tedulring: 

' and to westward, and to southward, 

' tancc. Westward, twenty miles ofl^ aip »ohg 

' thorn, if you look wdh shadowy Town^^jSl^m wldk 
^are Strehto, a placfc also of 

^ belft^ Itself# k MollwUz# is iron 

^ clock grunts heavily at your cai*, or fWbap4 bnwbi out ina topiSnfen* 
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* ing manner, •vvhile you study the topographies^ Ptopitz, loo, seems 
‘ prosperous, in its littery way; the Church is bigger arid newer,*--. 
owing to an accident wo jhm Of soon;-;^ Country all about seems 
'farmed with some indristtyi but with shaftow ploi^hmg; liable to 
' drought. It i& very sapidy in quality; shorn of umbrage; painfully 
' naked to an FngUsh eye.^ 'that is the big champaign, coated with 
two feet of snow, where a great Action is now to go forward. 

Neipperg, all this while, is much at his ease on this white 
I'^ting-day.s He is just sitting down to dinner at the Dorf- 
achulze*s (Village Provost, or miniature Mayor of Mollwitz), a 
composed ma^ when — rockets or projectiles, and successive 
anxious sputtSrings from the steeple-tops of Brieg, are hastily 
reported t what can it mean? Means little perhaps ; — Neipperg 
sends out a Hussar paity to ascertain, and composedly sets 
himself to dine, ^n a little while his Hussar party will come 
galloping back, faster than it went ; faster and fewer ; — and 
there will be news for Neipperg* during dinner ! Better have 
had one idle fellow, one of your 30,000, on the Belfry -top here 
looking out, though it was a jest-day? — 

The truth is, the Prussian advance goes on with punctili- 
ous exactitude, by no means rapidly. Colonel Count von Ro- 
tftellburg^•— the same whom we lately heard of m Pans as a 
miracle of gambling, — -he now here, m a new capacity, is warily 
leading the Vanguard of Dragoons; wanly, with the Four Co- 
lumns well to rear of him : the Austrian Hussar party came 
upon Rothenburg, not two miles from Mollwitz ; and suddenly 
drew bridle.^ Them Rothenburg tumbles to the right-about, 
and chases; — finds, on advancing, the Austu^n Army totally 
unaware. It is thought, had Rothenbui,g dashed forward, and 
sent tyoifd to ^he rearward to dash forward at their swiftest, the 
Austpam fitiny might have been cut in pieces here, and never 
have got together to try battle aj all. But Rothenburg had no 
orders ; pay, had orders Nbt to get into fighting ; — nor had 
!l|^^tjedritth himself^ in this his first Battle, learned that feline or 
leonine^irqmptitude of ^ring which he subsequently manifested. 
Far from it I Indeed this panoutious deliberation, and slow 
exactitude hs on ;^he revjew-grouttd,^ is wonderful and noteworthy 
at the first of Friedrich;-^ the faithful apprentice-hand 

to of the old shop. Ten years hence, 

SViedtich "found Neipperg in this con- 
soon settled I— -Rothenburg 
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par- 

.ii^f Wd fceptatest^y had been 

'i^dden«'' , ■ •••:■: ■*-^^V';--V>!\V-r'r^ir';';'’^^ ' 

. left;' the Prussian Cpltitnps |sr 's(^li 'i^stant^^ bpri^ jafaii : 

fieldrmusic; uketb deploymg;theins^v^’tnib lifita. Thci^is 
solemn wheeling, 9hoottng-out w spbt^ 

less predaioft : oiice in line, — in.twb litter ' eath three- 
deep,' lines many yards apart, — tb^ wjlljaiivariee,^ MpRwifc^, 
still solemnly, field-music, guiding, and bs^^aefe^efid/ Whi^ 
will be a work of time. That the Kifi^is 
shot away, from its camp-thble near way 

hterd), is evidently mythical: and eyeif^fajmssibleK fefAiisi^^^^^ 
trians having yet no cannon within inites'Mhnn'j.'ind'beidig 
intpnt on dining comfortably themselves, apt on firing aVothdf 
people’s dinners. - 


Fancy Neipperg’s state of mind, busy beginning dinner iri , 
the little Schulxc’s, or Town-Provpst’s houspi when, the it'bsWrs 
dashed-in at full gaUop, shouting The -Enemy! 

All in march tliere; vanguard this side of Pimpitkj .' kiiftlMfOriy 
ofus!”— Quick, your Plan of Battle, then? Whithewo;^ ; JBow; 
What? answer or perish 1 Neippergwds ia^iteK stiiWlf; di'tipt 
kntfe and fork; “Send for ROmef, Gi^OTaj '^the 
Rhmer did the indispensable: a swift main, not apt folcf^:^^; 
Remer’s battle-plan, I should hope, is airea^ made ; or It will 
fare ill with Neipperg and him,' But besst, ye drUl^imerS :' .gal- 
lop, ye aides-d(!-camp as for life* , The first thing.ts to fet (mr 
Force together; and it lies scattered in Thtfee'oillter'V'il- 
lages besides Mollwitz, miles apart. Neij^i^g’s fiti^ets Clang- 
our, his aides-de-camp gallop : he ^ le»-^n|;f<nfned, 
and the other parts in a state pf irg|M;tt 
pouHng-in from taugwitz, 

' '.^ot-bf him* ' Remer, by ’ 

Cbniits a superior ^dier iaHd«j;oeEe|i®Ri^Cai df iidt^cpm- 
v-ifiar^'this Auisfria'p'^^t winkf ’ 

' is to, ' 
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bbrse on eJbh wing» w'hidr is orthodox failitary ord^r* 
length of front, I should guess, must have been something bettor 
than two English miles t sc sluggish Brook, called of laugwlts, 
from die Village of that nsdne which lies some way across^ is 
on his right hand ; sluggish, boggy ; stagnating towards the 
Oder in those parts ; — unproved fai ming has, in our time, 
• mostly dried the strip <rf bog, and made it into coatse meadow, 
which is rather a relief amid the dry sandy clement. Neipperg’s 
j^t is covered by that. His left rests on the Hamlet of GruU' 
mgen, a mile^andwhalf northeast of MoUwita j-- meant to have 
res^d 01) HdWBisdorf nearly cast, but the Prussians have al- 
ready th^t up. The sun coming more and more round 
iSirest of south (for it is now past noon) shinr^s right in Ndp- 
perg^s face, and i^^against him . how the wind is, nobpdy mem 
tionj?; — probably there was no wind, His icgular Cavalry^ 
8,600, outnumbers twice or mot 6 that of the Prussians, not to 
mention their quality; and hehasfcwei Infantiy, somewhat in 
proportion ;---the entire force on each side is sc ^ -cdy above 
the Prussians s>lightl> m majoiity by count, in field- 
pieces Neipp^rg is greatly outnumbeicd, the Prussians having 
about threescore, he only eighteen^ And now here arr the 
X'^ru$$ian$, close upon our left wing, not yet in contact with 
the tight, *^wJ:uch in fact is not yet got into existence; — thank 
Heaven they have not come before our left got into existence, 
as our right (if you knew it) has not yet quite finished doing! — 
The Prussians, though so ready for deplo> mg/ have had 
their own aifficulties and clclays. Between tlxh' boggy Brook 
of Laugwitz on their loft,*and the Village of Ilermsdorf, twe 
miles distant# on which their right wing is to lean, there proves 
not to be room enoiigh;^ and then, owmg to mistake of Scbti^ 
iepburg (ot^ old fwpe^-clay fricnd,^who commands the right wing 
of Hpr&e here, and ie not up in time), there is too much room* 
Not room enough for all the Infantry, we say : the last Three 
'Battalions of the front lino therefore, the three on the outmost 
rights wheel round, stand aiiiwart ; enpoicHce (as soldiers* 
m right tinisjos to the first line; hanging to it like a 
- fcindj. th^t 'part, ^between Schulenburg and them,— 

up. Thus are the three battalions got 
rid ‘ th^ cap the First Prussian line rectangularly, 



Se^Utcftdm, p* 
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like a lid/ ^says^ Tny^tJiarity,«Ud which does i?ot reach to 
, thft S<»ond Llne^'by a good way. This accidental arrangement 
had material effects on the right wing. tXnfortunate Schulen- 
burg did at last corne up had he miscalcullated the distances, 
then) Once on the ground^ he will find he doe» not reach to 
Hermsdoif after all, and that there is now too much room I 
What his degree of fault was I know not ; Friedrich has long 
been dissatisfied with these dragoons of Schulenhurg ; *^good 
for nothing, I always told you** (at that Skirmish of Baam^ 
garten) : and nowhere is the General himseHf fallen blundering t 
~In respect of Horse, the riustrians Are more than twb to Q$e;^ 
to make out our dcficienc>, the King, imitating something he 
had read about Gust.ivus Adolphus, intercalates the Hors^e- 
Squadrons, on each wing, with two Battalions of Grenadiers, 
and Si? lengthens them,— ‘a manccuvrc noi^likely to be again 
imitated/ he admits " 

All these movements and arrangements are effected above 
a mile from Mollwitr, no enemy yet visible. Once effected, we 
advance again with music sounding, sixty pieces of artillery 
well in fiont, — steady, steady ! — across the floor of snoW which 
is soon beaten smooth enough, the stage, this day, of a great 
adventure. And now there is the Lncmy*s left wing, tldmer 
and his Hoi sc, their right wing wider away, and not yet, by 
a good space, within cannon-range of us. It k towards Two 
of the afternoon, vSchulenbjrg nowon hiS ground, laments that 
he will not reach to Hermsdorf, — but it may bC dangerous 
now to Attempt; repairing that eiror ? At Two of the clock, 
being now faiily within distance, we salute Komer and the Aus*- 
trian left, with all our sixty canOon ; and the sound of drunk 
and clarionets is drowned in universal artillery thunder. In- 
cessant, for they take (by order) to “ swift-shooting,^* VhiCh is 
almost of the swiftness of mikketry in our Prussian practice ; 
and from sixty cannon, going at that rate, we ttky fancy some 
effect. The Austrian Horse of the left wing do not like it; all 
the less as the Austrians, rathjr short of ^rtiBery, have notWg 
yet to reply with. ^ 

No Cavalry can stand long therO, getting shivered that 
way; in such a noise, were there nothing mom td 

atand here like milestones, then, and fee all shOt^wjthi^t a 
stroke struck?” ** Steady Answers Rdmcr* ' But can 
keep them steady : To be shot Iffee dogs t Foi>^ 
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dod*s sake ^Um QotUs WiU^\ lead usftf^ard, Iben, 
a stroke at them T— in tones ever more |>bm^ent, plaintivjely 
indignant; growing ungovernable* And Rdmer can get no 
orders; Neipperg k on tho extreme right, many things still to 
settle there; and here is the cannon-thunder going, and soon 
their very musketry will open* And — and there is Schulenburg, 
for one thing, attetcluAg himself out eastwards (rtghtwards) to 
got hold of Jdermsdorf ; thinking this an opportunity for the 
manoeuvre^ ** Forward!” cries Rdmer; and his Thirty Squad- 
rons, like bot{||d whirlwind now at last let loose, dash upon. 
Sqhulenbufg’s poor Ten (five of them of Schulenburg’s own regi^ 
ttientjif-^who are turned sideways too, trotting towards Herms* 
doft at the wrong moment, — and dash them lUio wild luin. 
That must have h^n a charge ! That was the beginning of 
hours of chaos, seemingly irretrievable, in that Prussian right 
wing. " 

For the Prussian Horse fly wildly ; and it is in vain to 
rally* The King is among thqm ; has come in hot haste, con- 
juring and commanding : poor Schulenburg addresses his own 
regiment, Oh shame, shame ! shall it be told, then ?” rallies 
his own regiment, and some others ; charges fiercely in with 
them again; gets a sabre-slash across the face, — does not 
mind the sabre-slash, small bandaging will do ; — gets a bullet 
through the head (or through the heart, it is not said which) 
and falls down dead ; his regiment going to the winds again, 
and hiS care of it and of other things concluding m this hon- 
ourable manner. Nothing can lally that right wing ; or the 
more you rally, the worse it fares : they aie clearly no match 
for Rdmer; these Prussian Horse. They fly along the front of 
their own First Line of Infantry, they fly between the Two 
Lines ; R6mer chasing;— --till the •fire of the Infantry (intoler- 
able to our enemies, and hitting some even of our fugitive 
friends) repels him* For the notable point in all th^ was the 
conduct pf the Infantry; and how it stood in these wild vortexes 
of ruin ; imqpregAablei^mmovabl^ as if every man of it were 
stone; nnd ppured'Out deluges of fire, — 'five Prussian 

shots, fegr |wo Austrian such is perfect discipline against 
imperfl^t ; "and ramrod against the wooden. 

Toe 4re repels Rbmer, when he trenches on 

the Infhhtiy: h!OWver> he captures nine of the Prussian sixty 

sjts. 


vou IV. 
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gulls i h^s scatter€!d their if orse to the ifinds ; And charges 
again and again* hojfeg to break the Infantry too, — till a 
bullet kills him* the gaSant Rhmer , and some other has to 
qharge and try. It wa$ thought,^ had Ghldlcii^L with his Aos* 
trian Infantry advanced to support Rdmer at this juncture, the 
Battle had been gained, i'ive times* before Rdmer fell and 
after* the Austrians charged here; tried the Second Une too; 
tried once to take Prince Leopold in rear tiherO But prjh^e 
Leopold faced round, gave intolerable lire ; on one face as on 
the other, he, or the Prussian Infantry anywhem, is not to b© 
broken. * Prince Friedrich/ one of th© j^rgrrfvhs of Schwedt* 
King’s Cousin, whom we did not knpw before* fell in thesA 
wild lailyings and wrestlings ; * by a cannomball, at the King’s 
hand,’ not said otherwise where He had oome as Volunteer* 
few weeks ago, out of Holland, where he wis a rising General: 
he has met his fate heie, — and Margraf Karl, his Brother* who 
also gets wounded, will be a moumftil man tonight. 

The Prussian Horse, this light wing of it, is a ruined b<idy ; 
boiling in wild disoider, floocbng rapidly away to rearwjatd*^ — 
which IS the safest direction to retreat upon. They * sweep away 
the King’s person with them,’ say some cautious people^ others 
say, what is the fact, tliat Schwerin entreated, and it were 
commanded, the King to go , the Battle bemg, to all appear- 
ance, irretrievable. Go he did, with small escort, and op a 
long nde, — to Oppeln, a Prussian post, thirty-five nules rear- 
waid, where theie is a Bridge over the Oder and a safe country 
beyond. So’“much is indubitable ; and that he dispatched an 
Aide-de-Camp to gallop into B»’andenburg, and tell the Old 
Oessauer, “ Bestir yourself ♦ Here all §eems lost I**— and van- 
ished from the Fidd, doubtless in very desperate humour. 
Upon which the extraneous world has ^bblrf a good deal* 
Cowardice I Wanted courage : I” in its foohsh 

way; not worth answer from him qr ftoip ns. Priedrich’s 
demeanour* in that disaster of his nght wipg; was furijma de- 
spair rather ; and neither Srknl^nhmgi00 Margraf Friedrich, 
jtor any of the capums, killed JeftJilving, was s^posed to 
have sinned by cowardice’* id d degree " 

Indisputable it is, though if on iL 

the l^ng vanishes Itoto MoSwata FlwcfattlSis sixteen 

boui^fi, into the regions of Myth* Fairylafui**' as would 
onoo have been said; hat m^armeddn tojaioitoVa 
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• dayljight at n^Uich time, ](iot sooner, readep wbstt 

little IS to be said of this obscute and mucj^-disfigm-^d small 
affair For the present we hasten baqk tn MoUwit??, — -wh^re 
the murdefOMs# thunder ridges upabated all this while , the very 
noise of it alarming mankind for tbrty miles round At Bres- 
lau, which IS thirty good miles off, horrible duU grumble was 
heard from the southern quarter {* still better, if you put a staff 
in the ground, and set your ear to jt’) , and fiom the steeple- 
tops, there was duu cJoudland of powder-smoke discei mble m 
the horizon there* ' At Liegmt^,* which ib twice the distance, 

♦ the ^arth stinwhly shook, at least the air did, and the 
nerve^ Of men 

* Had GOldlein but advanced with his Foot, in support of 
gallant Romcr T say the Austrian Books Bui Goidlcm did 
not advance , nor is^t reitain he would have found advantage 
m so doing Goldlcm wiiere he stiads, has difticulty enough 
to hold his own For the notable circum^’tancc, miraculous to 
mihtary men, stiU is, How the Piusbian Foot (men who had 
never been m hre, but whom FiiLdnch Wilhelm had milled 
for twenty years) stand tlieir ground, in this distraction of the 
Hor&e* Not even the Two outlying Gienadici Battalions will 
give way those pool intercalated Gi enaditrs, when their Horse 
tied on the right and on the left, they st ind there, like a fixed 
stone-dam m that wild whirlpool of rum Ihc) hx ba>oncts, 
' bring their two field pieces to flank (Wmterfcld was Captain 
there)* and, from small arms and big, dt hvt r such a fire as 
Was very uiiexpCctea Nothing to be made of Wintcrleld and 
them They invincibly hurl bxck charge after charge , and, 
With dogged steatliness, manoeuvn themselves into the gtneial 
Line again , or into contact wub the Thicg supeifluous Batta* 
hops, aiirahg^ whom we heard of 1 fiosc 1 hree, 

ranked ip this nghf wing like a hd,' between First 

Line and «eodnd), maintained themselves m like impregnable 
fashioxv-^Winterfold commanding, —and proved unexpectedly, 
tlimkii Friqdnch, tho swtyihg of tho^whole. For they also stood 
their ground rnihjov^ibfe, hfeo rocks^ , steadjly spouting fire-tor- 
rent^ suCcasSiVja charges storm upon them, fruitless : 

« StOadi hx bayonets, handle ramrods 1 There 

IS the Sundering in upon reserve your fire, 

till you whit4$ Of fhetr eyes, and get the word ; then 
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give it them» and again give it them : see whetillr any man ot ' 
ahy horse can stand it f 

Neipperg, soon alter lldmer feU» bad ordered Gdidtein 
ward : Gdldlein with hU Infantry did advance^ gallantly enough i 
but to no purpose* G5ldlein was soon shot dead i and his 
Infantry had to fall back again, ineffectual Or worse- Iron 
ramrods against wooden ; hve shots to two : what is there bnt 
falling back ? Neipperg sent fresh Horse from bis right wipg, 
with Berlichingen, a new famed General of Horse; Neipperg is 
furiously bent to improve his advantage, to break those Prus^ 
sians, who are mere musketeers left bare, and^ thinks that will 
settle the account: but it could in no wise be done. TheAus*^ 
trian Horse, after their fifth trial, renounce charging ; fairly 
refuse to charge any more ; and withdigiw dispirited Out 
ball^range, or in search of things not impracticable. The Hus- 
sar part of them did something of plunder to rearward ;-<*^and, 
besides poor Maupertuis*s adventure (of which by and by), and 
an attempt on the Prussian baggage and knapsacks, which 
proved to be * too well guarded,’— burnt the Church bf Pam* 
pitz,’ as some small consolation. The Prussians had stript 
their knapsacks, and left them in Pompitz : the Austrians, it 
was noticed, stript theirs in the Field; built walls of them, and 
bred behind the same, in a kneeling, more or less protected 
posture, — which did not avail them much. 

In fact, the Austrian Infantry too, all Austrians, hour after 
hour, are getting wearier of it : neither Infantry nor Cavalry 
can stand Heing riddled by swift shot in that maimer. 
spite of their knapsack wails, various regiments have shrunk 
out of ball^range ; and several cannot, by any persuasion, be 
got to come into it Jfgain. Others, who do reluctantly advance^ 

^ — see what a figure they iqake ; men after man edging away 
as he can, so that the regiment * stands forty to eighty men 
deep, wjth lanes through it every biro or tferbe yards f per- 
meable everywhere to Cavalry, if we ‘Md them » and turning 
nothing to the Enemy but<spIour-serglfimtB and bare poles of 
a regiment ! And Rdmer is dead, and/Gj$ldlemof the Infantry 
is dead. And on their right vising, skirted by that' itmr^< 
Brook Of Laugwit;^^Austrian right wing had been v^eafcened 
by detachments, wlfen BerlichtogentSde off to 
-^the Austrians are suffering; Posadowsky^s Horse (among, 
whom is Rothenburg, once vanguard)c strengthened by ten^ * 



.Ctop,x. -BATTLE OF MOLLWITZ. 329 

* loth Apicil 1741*^ ^ • 

Hants who have rallied here^ are at last pr^spering^after re- 
verses, And the Prussian fire of small arms, at such rate, has 
lasted npw for five hours. The Austrian Army, becoming 
Instead of a web a "mere series of flying tatters, forming into 
stripes or lanes in the way we see, appears to have had about 
enough. 

These syn^ptoms are not hidden from Schwerin, Hi? own 
^mmuoition, too, he knows is running scarce, and fighters here 
ahd'there arc searching the slain for cartridges : — Schwerin 
doses his ranSSf, trims and tightens himself a little ; breaks 
forth into universal field-music, and with banners spread, starts 
mass wholly, ** Forwards 1 ’* Forwards towards these Aus- 
trians and the sun. 

An intelligent Austrian Officer, writing next week from 
Neisse,^^ confesses he never saw anything more beautiful. ? I 
‘ can well say* I never in my life saw anything more beautiful 

* They marched with the greatest steadiness, arrow-stiaight, 

‘ and their front like a line {schnurgleich), as if they had been 

* Upon parade, The glitter of their clear arms shone strangely 
» in the setting sun, and the fire from them went on no other- 

* wise than a continued peal of thunder/ Grand picture in- 
deed ; but not to he enjoyed as a Work of Art, for it is coming 
upon us I * The spirits of our Army sank altogether,* continues 
he ; * the Foot plainly giving way. Horse refusing to come for- 
^ ward, all things wavering towards dissolution — so that Neip- 
perg, to avoid worse, gives the word to go ; — and they roll off 
at double-quick time, through Mollwitz, over Laugwitz Bridge 
and Brook,, towards Grotkau by what routes they can. The 
sun is just sunk ; a quarter to eight, sayspthe intelligent Aus- 
trian Officer, -awhile the Austrian^ Army, much to its amaze- 
ment, tumbles forth in this bad fashion. 

They had lost nine of their own cannon, and all of those 
Prussian nine which they once had, except one : eig^t cannon 
fHdnns^ in all Prisoned of them#vere few, and none of much 
stnark t two Fieldmarshals, Rdmer and GOldlein, lie among the 
dasd ^ four more of that rank are wounded. Four standards 
' ♦ Certain kettledrums and the like trophies, not 

in grant LicJit^an^GenerSil Browfie was of these 

^ feSt<«atifig ^striahs ; a fact worth noting : Of his actions 
ihU dajv of^of.hxs t^ooght^^ (Which latter surely must have 

(aWrt eked), I 
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b^en cdnsidmbte), m hint anywhere^ The Austrians vir^m 
not niuOh chased j fhough Aey iftigKt have been, afresh Cavalry 
[two Ohlau tegiments, drawn hithei^ by sound^^^jf having 
hung about to rear of them, for some time past ; unable to get 
into the Fight, or to do any good till Aow. Schw^erin, they 
say, though he had two wounds, was for pursuing vigorottelyi 
but Leopold of Anhalt over-persuaded him ; urged the dark- 
ness, the uncertainty. Berhchingen, with their own Horse^ 
still partly covered their rear ; and the Tru^ians, Ohlauers 
included, were but weak m that branch of the service. But- 
suit lasted little more than two miles, and was never hot< The , 
loss of men, on both sides, was not far from equal, and rather 
in favour of the Austrian side : — ^Austmr^ irpunted iri killed 
wounded and missing, 4,410 men; Prussians 4,613 but 
the Prussians bivouacked on the ground, or quartered in these 
Villages, with victory to crown them, and the thought th4t 
their hard day’s-work had beqi well done. Besides Mar^af 
Friedrich, Voluntecx from Holland, there lay among the sliiin 
Colonel Count von Finckenstem (Old Tutor’s Son), King’s 
friend from boyhood, and much loved* He was of the sik 
whom we saw consulting at the door at Reittsberg, during a 
certain ague-fit ; and he now rests silent here, while the matter 
has only come thus far. 

Such was Moll Witz, the first Battle for Silesia ; which had 
to cost man)/» Battles first and last* Silesia will be gained, we 
can expect, by fighting of thi^ kind in an honest enu^e. But 
here is something alieady gained which is considerable, and 
about which there <ts no doubt. A new Military Powti, it 
would appear, has come upon the scene ; the Oazetteer-and-^ 
Diplomatic world will have to make itself familiar with a name 
not much heard of hitherto among the Nations* ‘'A Nation 
which c^n fight," think the Gazetteers j ** fight almost as the 
very Swedes did ; and is l^d on by Jl^t Kmg toO,-t-.wbo may 
prove^ m his way, a#very Charles XII^ or small Macedonia’s 
Madman, for aught one knows Ih which latter btanch of^ 
their prognostic the Gazetteers weVe immh out— ^ o ; 

The Fame of this Battle, which Is^now so stWiJk^uWof 
mpiV, was great in Europe; and struck, llkqahdge^wai>gohg^ 

cotrcct day 

some p>^viou\atty«, w Kicptii* k ^ 

^ Orlich. L iq 8; Kausler, 935, cotmh t. 895, u^i^orrect * 
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■With long resonance, through the general* at. M. de Voltaire 
had run across to Ulle m those Spnng days: there is a good 
Troop of Players m Lille ; a Niece, Madaijae Denls^ wife of 
some Military Commissariat Denis, important m those parts, 
can lodge the divine Emilie and me , — and one could at 
see Muhomd, after five years of struggling, get upon the boards, 
if not yet in Paris by a great way, yet m Lille, which is some- 
thin^. Mahomet is getting upon the boards on those terms ; 
and has proceeded, not amiss, through an Act or two, when a 
Note from the King of Prussia wns banded to Voltaire, an- 
nouncing the vt<itory of Mollwit/ Winch delightful Note Vol- 
tait'e jstopt the petformattce till he read to the Audience • Bra- 
VteSimof’ answered the Audience. “ You will see,’' said M. de 
Voltaire io the fafads about him, ** this Piect at MoIIwitz will 
make mine suc*c^^^:^’ which proved to be the fact.^* For the 
French are Anti-Austnan, and smell gieat things in the wind, 
**That man is mad, your Most Christian Majesty?" <*Not 
quite ; or at any rate notmad*only !" think Louis and his Belle- 
isles now. 

Dimly poring* m those old Books, and squeezing one's way 
into face-to-faco view of the extinct Time, we begin to notice 
what a clangorous rumour was m Mollwitz to the then genera- 
tion of mankind; — betokening many things ; universal Euro- 
pean War, as the first thing Which duly came to pass , as 
did, at a slower rate, the ultenor thing, not yet so apparent, 
that indeed anew hour had struck on the Timq Horologe, that 
a new Epoch had risen. Yes, my fiiends. New Charles XI L 
or not, here truly has a new Man and King come Upon the 
scene: capable perhaps of doing soqjcthmg? Slumberjjus 
Europe, rotting amid its blind pedantries, its lazy hypocrisies, 
conscious and unconscious : this man is capable of shaking it 
a little out of Its stupid tefuges of lies, and ignominious wrap- 
an4 bed-clothes, ^Which mil be its grave-clothes other- 
wise; aiid of intiihayng to it, afar off, that there is still a Ve- 
radly in Thinj^, and a Mend?8;ity m Sham-Thmgs, and that 
the ditfet'ence of the two is infinitely tnore considerable than 
wa$ gupposed. 

’ Hol\udtz is a most delibemte, regulated* ponderously 
tmpte^ye Eeat of Arms, as the reader sees ; 

done a4 hy R^ulation methods^ with orthodox exactitude ; in 
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a slovir, veighty» alnibst pedantic* but highly irrefra^bie man^ 
net. It is the triumph Of Puissian Discipline; of military or* 
thodoxy well put in practice : the honeiif outcome of good 
natural stuff in those Btandenbargers, and dT the sup>^ute'vir« 
tues of Drill. Neippetg and his Austrians had much despised 
Prussian soldiering: ** Keep our sOUp hot/" Cried theyi on run^ 
ning out this day to rank themselves ; ** hot a little, till we drive 
these fellows to the Devil !'" That was their opinion, about 
noon this day: but that is an opinion they have renounced for 
all remaining days and years. — It is a Victory dttf properly to 
Friedrich Wilhelm and the Old Dessauer, who are far away 
from it Friedrich Wilhelm, though dead, 6 ghts here, and the 
others only do his bidding on this occasion. His Son, as yet* 
adds nothing of his own; though he will ever henceforth be|^n 
largely adding, — right careful withal to lose nothing, for the 
Friedrich Wilhelm contribution is invaluable, and the basis of 
everything;— but it is curious to see in what contrast this first 
Battle of Friedrich's is with his ktter and last ones» 

Considering the Battle of MoUwitz, and then, in contrast, 
the intricate Pragmatic Sanction, and what their consequences 
were and their antecedents, it is curious Once more ! This, 
then, is what the Pragmatic Sanction has come to? Twenty 
years of world -wide diplomacy, cunningly - devised spider- 
threads overnetting the world, have issued here. YoUr Con- 
gresses of Cambray, of Soissons, your Grumkow-Seckendorf 
Macchiavehsms, all these might as well have lain in their bed. 
Real Pragmatic Sanction would have been, A weU*trained Army 
and your Treasury full. Your Treasury is empty (nothing in 
it but those foolish 200,000 English guineas, and thd pasrion* 
ate cry for more) ; and your Army is not trained as this Prus- 
sian one ; cannot keep its ground against thiis t>ne. Of all those 
long-hcade 4 Potentates, simple Friedrich WfiMfil, sbfi of Na- ^ 
ture, whp had rive honesty to do what taught him, has 

come out gainer. You all ladghed at huhjae a rpol: do you 
b^^p to sec now who Was wise, who fool? ’ He has an Army 
that ^advances on you with glittering md^ketry, steady as on 
^ the parade^oun^ and pours out fiie^hke one oOnrimipus 
^ thunder-p^ so that, strange as it seems, you find tH^ wlU 
actually be nothing for you but^mldOg to yimr heeU, shall we 
say^-^roUing off with dis{Uittd^ as abeond<^stl Hieseriiidgs 
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are of singtkar omen. Here stands one tiiat will avenge ?ricd- 
ticb Wilhelm, ~if Friedrich Wilhelm were not already suffici- 
ently avenged by the mere verdict of facts, which is palpably 
coaling out, as 'Bme pedis the wiggeries away from them more 
and more, MoUwits and such places are full of veracity; and 
no head is so thick as to resist conviction in that kind, 

0/ FriedmKs disappearance into Fairyland^ in the Interim ; 
and of Mcmpertuils similar Adventure, 

Of the fiShg’s Flight, or sudden disappearance into Fairy- 
land, during this first Battle, the King liimself, who alone could 
have told US fully, maintained always rigorous silence, and no- 
where drops the Jpast hint. So that the small fact has come 
down to us involv I Jn a great bulk of fabulous cobwebs, mostly 
of an ill-natured character, set a-going by Voltaire, Valori and 
others (which fabulous process, in the good-natured form, still 
continues itself) ; and, cxcepi: for Nicolai’s good industry (in 
his Anekdoten-Book), we sho^dd have difficulty even in guess- 
ing, not to say understanding, as is now partly possible. The 
few real particulars, — and those do verify themselves, and hang 
perfectly together, when the big globe of fable is burnt off from 
th€im,-^re to the following effect. 

“Battle lost,** said Schwerin: “but what is the loss of a 
Battle to that of your Majesty’s own Person? For Heaven’s 
sake, go ; get across the Oder ; be you safe, till this decide 
itself 1” That was reasonable counsel. If def&ted, Schwerin 
can hope to retreat upon Ohlau, upon Breslau, and save the 
Magazines, This* side the Oder, all will be movements, a whirl- 
pool of Hussars ; but beyond the Oder, all is quiet, open. To 
Ohlau, to Glogau, nay home to Bmndenburg and the Old Des- 
sauer with his Camp at Gdttin, the road is free, by the other 
side of Oden-— Schwerin and Prince Leopold yrging him, 

the King did ride away; at what hour, with what suite, or with 
what adventures (not mostly fabulous) is not known ‘^but it 
was towards Ldwen, fifteen mites off {where he crossed Neisse 
River, the other d^) ; and thence towards Oppeln, on the 
Qder^felghteen mites/arther; 4nd the pace was swift. Leo- 
pold,* 0 ^ reflccrion, ordered off .Squadron of Gens d‘Armes 
to overtal^ his Majesty, atLdweiior sooner; which they never 
, did. Pairing Pampits, theKing threw Ftedersdorf a word, who 
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was artong the bagglg^ “ To Oppejn ; bring 
'the, Privjr Writings!’’ and th^.Cfe^fo (andV 

' another 'tierr, who h^c^he' 'HtcoiWV IFath^^^ 
years) did J and johifed thd kihg at t5#en ; ^but I hoijws stoi^ped v 
there, _ , , ‘ 

The King’s suite was small* names' not gjiven; but by the / 
time he got to Ldwen, being joined by cavalry fugitives andfte 
like, it had got to be seventy persons : too tnany for tjh6 SSngJ 
He selected what was his of them ; ordered the gates to be shut 
behind him on all others, and again rode away, ^he Leopold 
Squadron of Gens d’Armes did not arrive till after his dej^f- 
ture; and having here lost trace of him, called halti and biL 
leted for the night. The King speeds silently to Oppelh otf His 
excellent bay horse, the worse-mounted gradially giving in; At 
Oppeln is a Bridge over the Oder, a free Country beyond : Re- 
giment La Motte lay, and as the King thinks, still lies ift Op- 
peln in that he is mistaken. Regiment La Motte is with 
the baggage at Pampitz, all this day; and a wandering 
Party, some sixty Austrians, have taken possession of Oppeln. 
I’he King, and the few who had not yet broken, down, atrive 
at the Gate of Oppeln, late, under cloud of night i Who goe^?” 
cried the sentry from within. Prussians I A; PtusSiah Courier V 
answer they; — and are fired upon through the gratings; and 
immediately draw back, and vanish unhurt into Night , again, 

** Had those Hussars only let him in !” said Austria afterwards : 
but they had not such luck. It. was at this point, according to 
Valori, that the King burst fortli into audible ejaculations of a 
lamentable nature. There is no getting over, then, even to 
Brandcnbui'g, and in an insolvent condition. Not open insol- 
vency and bankrupt disgrace; no, ruin, add an Austrianjail, 
is the One outlook. ** Oh momDieu^ 0 it is too much [c'-en 
est trop ) !” with other the like.snatcfte^ ^ Which 

are not infonmvable in a young 
night, in these circumstances ; butwhkhyaIor|,]kif^ 
of, , except by malicious nimpuf from c^^s^r-rwhohave 

misinformed Valori atJbut several ptlier |;piht^i ' 

: * King riding di%ently, witb^^ ojactil^tons, 

baclc' towards Lhwen, .c6mcs af hour .to rile Mill of' 

Hilberii^orf, within si mile-aiid-hd)(f .plaice;; .IlS alights ' 
at M Mitt; sends one <rf hi$ atteu^^ts, dlhidife rho only ofte 
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now left, to inquire what is in LOwen. ^he answer* we know* 
is; ** A squadron of Gens d’ Ames there; furthermore, a Prus- 
sian Adjutant come to say, Victory at MoUwilz T' Upon which 
the King mounts again ;~issues into daylight, and concludes 
these mythical adventures. That * in Lowen, in the shop at the 

* corner of the Marketplace, Widow Panzern, subsequently 
‘ Wife Something-olse, made his Majesty a cup ot coffee, and 
‘ served a roast fowl along with it,* cannot but be welcome 
news, if true; and that 'his Majesty got to MoUwit/ again be* 

* fore dari!p»that same day/^® is liable to no controversy. 

In this way was Friedrich snatched by Morganteinto Fairy- 
hind, carried by Diana to the top of Pindus (or even by Pro- 
serpine to Tartarus, through a bad sixteen horns), till the Battle- 
whirlwind subsiled. Friendly imaginative spirits would, in the 
antique time, k.ve so construed it: but these moderns were 
malicious -valetish, not fncndlys and wrapped the matter in 
mere stupid worlds of cobweb, which rcquuc burning Fried- 
rich himself was stone-siletit on this matter, all his life after ; 
but is understood never quilc to have paidoned Schwerin for 
the ill-luck of giving him such advice.l" 

Friedrich’s adventure is not the only one of that kind at 
Mollwitz; there is another equally indubitable, — which will re- 
main obscuro, half-mythical to the end of the world. The truth 
is, that Bight Wing of the Piu'jsian Army was fallen chaotic, 
ruined; and no man, not even one who ha^ seen it, can give 
account of what went on there. 1 he sage Maupertuis, for ex- 
ample, had climbed some tree or place of imi 5 regnabiUty (< tree’ 
Voltaire calls it, though that b hardly probable), hoping to see 
the Battle there. And he did see it, much too clearly at last f 
In Such a tide of charging and chasing, on that Right Wmg 
and round all the Field in the Prussian rear ; m such wide 
bickering andboiling of Horse-currents, — which fling out, round 
all the Pjrussian fe^r quarters, such a spray of Austrian Hussars 
for on6 element,— Mauperture, I have no doubt, wishes much 
he were at home, doing his sines an^ tangents. An Austrian 
Hgsear-party gets sight of him, on his tree or other standpoint 

Pi fir. ^ 

KicokK iL ?8d-i95 (^ 1 ** LaWRUx, 1 . 194, Valori, I 104, &c 

&c ^theip^h ill &tages»). divu^ctcdly mydncRl of all, wrth the truth 

cle XT hcfirtriii It tjt th^ late^ idftl iXft&e out, iu aftk? Sekhw^r vom al 
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(Voltaire says elsewhele he was mounted on an assl^ihe mali- 
cious spirit!) — too certain, the Austrian Hussars got sight of 
him: his purse, gold Watch, all he has of movaMe is giy^n 
frankly ; all will not do. There ate frills about the man* fihe 
laces, cloth ; a goodish yellow wig on him, for one thing 
their Slavonic dialect, too fatally intelligible by the pantomime 
accompanying it, forces sage Maupertuis from his tree or stand- 
point ; the big red face flurried into scarlet, I can fancy ; or 
scarlet and ashy-white mixed ; and — Let us draw a veil Over 
it I He is next seen shirtless, the once very haughtg^ blustery, 
and now much -humiliated man ; still conscious of supreme 
acumen, insight and pure science; and, though an Austrian 
prisoner and a monster of rags, struggling to believe that he 
is a genius and the Trismegistus of mankind. ^What a picldel 
The sage Maupertuis, as was natural, keeps passionately ask- 
ing, of gods and men, for an Officer with some tincture of phi- 
losophy, or even who could speak French. Such Officer is at 
last found ; humanely advances him money, a shirt and suit 
of clothes ; but can in no wise dispense with his going to 
Vienna as prisoner. Thither he went accoirdingly; still in a 
mythical condition. Of Voltaire’s laughing, there is no end ; 
and he changes the myth from time to time, on new rumours 
coming ; and there is no truth to be had from him.^® 

Thus much is certain : at Vienna, Maupertuis, prisoner on 
parole, glided about for some time in deep eclipse, till the 
Newspapers began babbling of him. Ke confessed then that 
he was Maupertuis, Flattener of the Earth ; but for the rest, 

* told rather a blind story about himself,’ says Robihson ; spoke 
as if he had been of the King's suite, * riding with the King,* 
when that Hussar accident befell; — rather a blind story, true 
Story being too sad. The Vienna Sovereignties, in the turn 
things had taken, were extremely Hind ; Grand- Duke Franz 
handsomely pglled out his own watch, heairihg What road the 
Maupertuis one had gone ; dismissed the Maupertuis, with that 
and other gifts, home: — ^to Brittdny (not to Prussia), till times 
calmed for engrafting the* Sciences.1^ 

On Wednesday, Friedrich writes this JJpte to his Sister ; 

Vottrir^, (Emm {yit iL 33*4; anU smi his Mitrs foir tiom we^k* 

the event. 

i. 90a; Rol»insoa'$ Despatch (Viensau aad 8.>j 

Voluirei ttbi suprk' ^ ' 
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the first utterance we have from him sj^ce thoseVild roamings 

about Oppeln and Hilbersdorf Mill: 

AYw^ io Wilhelmina (at Baireuth; two days after MoUwiti). 

* Ohlau, lath April r74r. 

* My dearest Sister, — I have the satisfaction to inform you that we 

* have yesterday^ (day before yesterday; but some of us have only had 
one sleep !) ‘ totally beaten the Austiians. They have lost more than 

* 5,000 meu, killed, wnunded and prisoners. We have lost Prince 
‘Friedrich, Brother of Margraf Karl ; General Schulenburg, Wartens- 
‘ leben offhe Carabineers, and many other Officers. Our troops did 

* miracles ; and the result shows as much, li was one of the rudest 
‘ Batllea fought within meinoiy of man. 

‘ I am sure you will take i)art in this happiness ; and that you will 
‘ not doubt of tlm tenderness \Mth which i aiu my deaiest Sister/ — ' 
Yours wholly,— f:Df,Ric. 

And on the same day there, comes, from Breslau, Jordan*s 
Answer to the late anxious little Note from Pogarell ; anxie- 
ties now gone, and smoky misery changed into splendour of 
flame: 


Jordan to the King (finds him at Ohlau). 

* Breslau, nth April 1741. 

‘ Sire,— Yesterday I was in terrible alaims. The .sound of the can- 
‘ non heaid, the smoke of powder visible from the steeple-lops here ; 
‘ all led us to suspect that there ^^as a Battle going on. Glorious con- 
‘ fmnation of it this morning! Nothing but icjoiciiig among all the 

* Protestant inhabitants; who had begun to be ir> appiehension, from 
‘ the rumours which the other party took pleasuie in spreading. Per- 
‘ sons who were in the Battle cannot enough celebiate the coolness and 
‘ bravery of your Majesty. For myself, I am at the overllowiug point. 

‘ I have run about all day, announcing this glouous news to the Ber- 

* liners who are here. In my lile 1 have never felt a more perfect 

* satisfaction. 

* M. de Camas is liere, very ill for the last tuo days; attack of 
‘ feEvet!, the Poctor hopes to bring him through/ — 'uiiich proved be- 
yond the I>Octor ; the good Camas died here three days hence (age 
sixty-lhree); an excAlent German Frenchman, of much sense, dignity 
and honesty; familiar to Friedrich from infancy onwards, and no doubt 
regretted by him as deserved. The Widow Camas, a fine old Lady, 
Ge«nan by birtli, will again come in view. Jordan continues : 

• ‘ One finds, at tl^e comer of every street, an orator of the Plebs 

* cel^tating (he warlike feats of your Majesty’s troops. I have often, 

so <Zuvm, xxvfi, L xox. 
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* m my idkneji?, aswstecl at these di^couises not irUstjc e|pLjuQnee^ it 

‘ must be owme4, bjtit splitting mdJ^ from the heart ’ * 

Jotxian adds jn his iie\t Note ‘ This moi-ning (14th) I qmttcii M 

* de CamTs; who it ib thought, taiiiiot list the day I ha^e hardly 
‘ left him during Ins illness ind kt that setnt close 

Neipperg, meanwhile, had filkii birk on Neissc , taken 
up a strong encampment in that 1 tighboiirhood , helitstheie- 
abouts all summer, '-tietchcd out, is it were, m a kind ot 
vigil ml dog sleep on the thrtshoki keeping watch ovci Nusse, 
and tucb hghting no muu at this tiniL 01 indeed c\ci aftcr» 
to speak of And ilw u*- 1 think with dis icU intagij when he 
does tr> a httk lb li id Ik n (iiand-J)ukL 1 i in/ iui n in 
‘War-msttus, had otinto ti jubk it bel/rad oncebufoit id 
-was almost hinged li) the fink^ i/Lorjc H li id hc 1 i 
ally the btneiit < t Inni in c nm 1 yt ir-. Be fit too se\(. 
the poor mm, is the Vu nii i jn blic w lo hi liad omofi 1 s, 
though not enough u of Limml ’ bekirL I ^ 

there foi most pail k hiii jx v hill) 1 ol nd spend llu 
remainder of his poo 3 fo be'- s*\ ti’ui Ncipi 1 

noi himsch, n this tunc Inew ilic k isl » ( ^\ ii , md thi 
Would be hiid to ^ettk vlndi of tin i i muk the nor ’ ^ mcici 
in then bil< 1 m ti ssk 

Friedrich, in about tl icc week-, h ncc, wis fully ready for 
ppemng trenches upon l.ntg did open tienches, accordmglv, 
by moonlight in a n wd roctui i il in iniu 1 ( is uaihis sb 11 
see anon) aild, by ^ i^oious c luon t M iii^c h il de 

isle huing ( omc, by this nine, to i nji th hue spectac k , - 
soon ^ot possession of Bik , and h» hi it iheiULforth Nlism 
now done rc mimed, with \eipp rg vi ilnitl) sltctehed upon 
the thieshold of it Lut the M uechil ^k Relki^k, wc ^ly h d 
come; that was the wei jhb circumstance And beton Nt s • 
can be thought of. there ’s iwhctie Lurope biekirmg aloft into 
Conflict, embittling itaelf from end to end, in sequel of Moll 
wjt/ Battle, di\d SI rh a prehmmary sea of negotiating, diplo 
matic tmessing, pulse feeling, projecting and palavering, with 
Fnedneh for eentie all summer/^s— as I ^ish readeis could 
imagine without my speaking of it farther i But they capnot. 

Ctuvres dk Sridirtc, jcvU 99* ^ 
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CHAPTER XI, 

THe BUftSm’C-BORTH OF BEOtAMS; BEELEISLE AND THE 
BREAKERS OF PRAOMAIIC SANCTION. 

The Battle of Mollwitz ivent off like a signal-shot among 
the Nations ; intimating that they were, one and all, to go bat- 
tling. Which they did, with a witness; making a terrible thing 
of It, over all the world, for above seven years to come. Foolish 
Nations ; doomed to settle their jai ring at ( oiints in that terrible 
mannet! Nay, the fewest of them had any accounts, cxce^it 
imaginary ones, to settle there at all , and they went into the 
adventuu jj^ra/zs, spnrrod-on by spectralitics of the sick brain, 
by phantasms of hope, jihantasms of terror ; and had, stucUy 
speaking, no actual business m it whatever. 

Not that Moliw z hindled Einope, Europe was already 
kindled for some two years pa^^t, - -especially sim e the late 
Kaiser died, and his Pragmatic S mrtion was superadded lo 
the other tioubles afoot. But e\ei since that Image of ^iWiV/z^’s 
yi/zr had at last bla/td-up m* e slow J'.nghsli biain, like a 
fiei) constellation or Sign in the Heavens, symbolK of such 
injustices and unendurabihtics, and had lighted the Spanish- 
English War, Euiopc was slo\^ly but jiutt} surely taking fire. 
France ‘‘could not sec Spam humbled,'’ she said: England (m 
its own dim feeling, and also m the hut of things) could not 
do at all without considerably humbling Spam France, end- 
lessly interested m that Spanish-Engh'^h m itlcr, was already 
sending out fleets, hnng shots, - almost, oi altogether, putting 
foilh her hand in it. “ In which case, will not, must not, Aus- 
tria help us?” thought England, — and was asking, d.uly, at 
Vienna (with intense earnestmss, butwUhout the least icsult), 
through Excellency Robinson there, when the Lite Kaiser died. 
Died, poor gentleman ; — and ]Ieft his big Austrian Hentages ♦ 
lying, as it were, in the open market-place ; elaborately tied by 
diplomatic packthread and Pragmatic Sanction , bpt not other- | 
wise protected agaijist the assembled cupiditic s of mankind ! , 
Independently of ^follwiu, or if Silesia altogether, it was next 
to impossible that Europe could long avoid blazing out ; espe- I 
ciall^J unless the Spanish-English quarrel got quenched, of which ^ 
thei;p yas no likelihood. 

But If not as cause, >then as signal, or as signal and cause 
tPgedior (>!ifbich it properly was), the Battle of Mollwitz gave 
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the fimshiAg stroke, and set all in motion* ThisMjAS * the little 
stone broken loose n*om the mountain ;* this, rather than the 
late Kaiser’s Death, which Friedrich defined in that manner* 
Or at least, this was the first leap it took ; hitting other stones 
big and little, which again hit others with their leaping and 
rolling, — till the whole mountainside is in motion und^ law 
of gravity, and you behold one wide stone-torrent thundering 
towards the valleys; shivering woods, farms, habitations clean 
away with it : fatal to any Image of composite Clay and Brass 
which it may meet ! 

There is, accordingly, from this point, a change in Fried- 
rich’s Silesian Adventure ; which becomes infinitely more com- 
plicated for him, — and for those that write of him, no less t 
Friedrich’s business henceforth is not to be dbnc by direct fight- 
ing, but rather by waiting to see how, and on what side, others 
will fight; nor can we describe or understand Friedrich’s busi- 
ness, except as in connexion with the immense, obsolete, and 
indeed delirious Phenomenon caUcd Austrian-Succession War, 
upon which it is difficult to say any human word* If History, 
driven upon Dismal Swamp with its horrors and perils, can 
get across unsunk, she will be lucky I 

For, directly on the back of Mollwitz, there ensued, first, 
an explosion of Diplomatic activity such as was never seen 
before; Excellencies from the four winds taking wing towards 
Friedrich ; and talking and insinuating, and fencing and fugling, 
after their sort,# in that Silesian Camp of his, the centre being 
there. A universal rookery of Diplomatists ; — whose loud cackle 
and cawing is now as if gone mad to us ; their work wholly 
fallen putrescent and •avoidable, dead to all creatures. And 
secondly, in the train of that, there ensued a universal Euio- 
pean War, the French and tHfe English being chief parties in 
it; which abounds in battles and feats of arms, spirited but 
delirious, afid cannot be got stilled for seven or eight years to 
come; and in which FriedriclLand liis Wat swim only as an 
intermittent Episode h^ncefortn. What to do with such a War ; 
how extricate the Episode, and leave the War lying? The War 
was at first a good deal mad ; and is now, to men’s in^gina- 
tion, fallen wholly So ; who indeed hav§ managed nmstly to 
forget it; only the Episode (reduced thereby to an v«inteiy 
gible state) retaining still some claims on them. 
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" It is sii^ular into what oblivion th§ huge Pftienomenon 
called Austrian -Succession War has fallen ; which, within a 
hundred years ago or little more, filled all mortal hearts ! The 
English were principals on one side ; did themselves fight in 
it, with their customary fire, and their customary guidance 
(“courageous Wooden Pole with Cocked Hat,*’ as our friend 
called it) ; and paid all the expenses, which were extremely 
considerable, and are felt in men's pockets to this day : but 
the English have more completely forgotten- it than any other 
People. “Battle of Dettingen, Battle of Fontenoy, — ^what, in 
the Devil’s ITame, were we ever doing there.''" the impatient 
Englishman asks; and can give no answer, except the general 
one: “ Fit of insanity; Delirium Tremens, perhaps Furensy — 
don’t thtnk of it !’’ Of Philippi and Arbela educated English- 
men can render afi_ *unt ; and I am told young gentlemen en- 
tering the Army are pointedly required to say who commanded 
at Aigos-Potamos and wrecked the Peloponnesian War: bat 
of Dettingen and Fontenoy, where is the living Englishman 
that has the least notion, or setics for any ? The Ausirian-Suc- 
cession War did veritably rage for eight years, at a terrific 
rate, deforming the face of Earth and Heaven ; the English 
paying the piper always, and founding their National Debt 
thereby : — but not even that could prove mnemonic to them ; 
and they have dropped the Austrian-Succession War, with one 
accord, into the general dust-bin, and are content it should lie 
there. They have not, in their language, the least approach 
to an intelligible account of it: How it went of», whitherward, 
whence ; why it was there at all, — are points dark to the Eng- 
lish, and on which they do not wish to be informed. They have 
quitted the matter, as an unintelligible huge English -and- 
Foreign Delirium (which in good part it was) ; Delirium unin- 
telligible to them ; tedious, not to say in parts, as those of the 
Austrian Subsidies, hideous and disgusting to them ; — happily 
now fallen extinct ; and capable of being skipped, tn one’s in- 
quiries into the woiftlers of tb?s England and this World. 
Which, in fact, is a practical conclusion not so unwise as it 
looks. 

* \V^rs are not memyable,’ says ‘Sauorteig, ‘ however big they may 
‘ hay^Ain, -whatever rages and miseries they may have occasioned, or 
‘ however many hundreds, of thousands they may have been tlie death 
^pf, — except when they have something of World -History in them 
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‘ witlial. lAhey are found to have been the travail -thr<j^es of great or 
‘ considerable changes, ^hich continue permanent in Uie world, men of 

* some curiosity cannot but in<][uire into them, keep memory of them* 

‘ But if they were travail-throes that had no birth, who of mortals would 

* remember them? Unless perhaps the feats of prowess, virtue, valour 

* and endurance, they might accidentally give rise to, W'ere very great 
‘ indeed. Much greater than the most were, which came out in that 

* Austrian-Succession case 1 Wais otherwise aie mere futile transitory 
‘ dust -whirl winds stilled in blooil; extensive fits of human insanity, such 

* as we know are too apt to break out; — such as it rather beseems a 
‘ faithful Son of the House of Adam not to speak about again ; as in 

* houses where the grandfather was hanged, the topic ropes is fitly 
‘ avoided. 

‘ Never again will (hat War, with its deliriums, mad outlays of 

* blood, tieasure, and of hope and terror, and far-spread human de- 

* stiuction, rise into visual life in any imagination of living ipan In 

* vain shall Dryasdust stiive; things mad, chaotift and without asccr- 

* tainable pur^iosc or lesult, cannot be fixed into human memories. 

* Fix them there by ntver so many Documentary llistoiies, elaborate 
‘ loag-eaic*d Pedantiies, and cunning tin cads, ibe poor human memory 
‘ has an alchemy against such ill usage; -it fuigets them again; giowi 

* to know them as a meie torjior, a stupidity and horror, and nidtiic 
‘ lively flies fiom Dryasdust and them.’ 

Alive to any con siclci able degree, in the poor human im-' 
agination, this Editor does not expect or even wish the Aus- 
trian-Succcsbion War to be. Enough for him if it could be 
understood sufliciently to render his poor History of Fried nch 
intelligible. P'or it enwraps Friedrich like a world-vortex hence- 
forth ; modifies every step of his existence henceforth ; and 
apart from it, there is no understanding of his businesb or him, 
“ So much as sticks to Friediich that was our original bar- 
gain I Assist loyally, O reader, and we will try to make the 
indispensable a mininftim for you. 

Who was to blame for tlte Austrian- Succession War 9 

The fir%t point to be noted is, Where did it originate ? To 
which the answer mainly is, With that l^an Gentleman whom 
we saw with Papers in the <Siil-de-BcEuf on Newyear’s day 
last. With Monseigneur the Mardchal de Belleisle principally ; 
with the ambitious cupidities and baseless vanities of the French 
Court and Nation, as represented by Btfleisle. George IP’s 
Spanish War, if you will examine, had a real necessity in it. 
Jenkins’s Esir was the ridiculous outside figure this matter had : 
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Jjenkins’s Ear was one final item of it ; but the fjpor English 
People, in their wrath and bello wings ifbout that small item, 
were intrinsically meaning : “ Settle the account ; let us have 
that account clcared-up and liquidated ; it has lain too long !*’ 
And seldom were a People more in the right, as readers shall 
yet see. 

The English-Spanish War had a basis to stand on in this 
Universe, The like had ,thc Prussian- Austrian one; so all men 
now admit. > If Friedrich had not business there, what man 
ever had in an enterprise he ventured on ? Fiiedrich, after 
such trial ^nd proof as has seldom been, got his claims on 
Schlesien allowed by the Destinies. His claims on Schlcsien; 
— and on infinitely higher things ; which were found to bo 
his and his Nation’s, though he had not been Lonbciously think- 
ing of them in m king that adventure. For, as my poor Eriend 
insists, there arc Laws valid in Earth and in Hc.ivcn; and the 
great soul of the world is just. F^riedrich had business in this 
War ; and Maria Theresa versus Friedrich had likewise cause 
to appear in court, and do utmost pleading agrdnst him. 

But if we ask, What Bclleislc or France and Loui.s XV, 
had to do there ? the answer is rigorously, Nothing. Their 
own windy vanities, ambitions, sanctioned not by fact and the 
Almighty Powers, but by phantasm and the babble of Ver- 
sailles ; transcendent self-conceit, intrinsically insane ; preten- 
sions over their fcllow-crealures which were without basis any- 
w'herc in Nature, except in the French brain alone : it was 
this that brought Bcllcisle and France into^a German War. 
And Belleislc and France having gone into an Anti-Pragmatic 
War, the unlucky George and his England were dragged into 
a Pragmatic one, — quitting their own lousiness, on the Spanish 
Main, and hurrying to Germany, — in terror as at Doomsday, 
and zeal to save the Keystone# of Nature there. That is the 
notable point in regard to this War: That France is to be 
called the author of it, who, alone of all the parjies, had no 
business there whatever. And the wages due to France for 
such a piece of industry, — thtf reader wall yet see what wages 
France and the other parties got, at the tail of the affair. For 
that too is apparent in our day. 

We have often ^aid, the Spanish-English War was itself 
likely to have kindled Europe; and again Friedrich’s Silesian 
War was itself likelyi— France being nearly sure to interfere. 
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But if bothAhese \Vars were necessary ones, an^ if Francfd 
interfered in either of them on the wrong side, the blame will 
be to France, not to the necessary Wars. France could, itt 
no way, have interfered in a more barefacedly unjust and gra- 
tuitous manner than she now did ; nor, on any ternls, have 
so palpably made herself the author of the conflagration of 
deliriums that ensued for above Seven years henceforth* Nay 
for above Twenty years, — the settlement of this Silesian Prag- 
matic-Antipragmatic matter (and of Jenkins’s Ear, incident- 
ally, along with this !) not having fairly completed itself till 

1763. 

How BeUcisIe 7nade Visit to Tadschland ; and there was no fit 
Hem V the Fowler to welcome ^ 

It is very wrong to keep Enchanted Wiggeries sitting in 
this world, as if they were things still alive ! By a species of 
“conservatism,” whuh gets praised in our Time, but which 
is only a slothful cowardice, base indifference to truth, and 
hatred to trouble m comparison with lies that sit quiet, men 
now extensively practise this method of procedure ; — little 
dreaming how bad and fatal it at all times is. When the 
brains are out, things really ought to die ; — no matter what 
lovely things they weic, and still affect to be, the brains being 
out, they actually ought in all cases to die, and with their 
best speed get buried. Men had noses, at one time ; and 
smelt the hori oi;, of a deceased reality fallen putrid, of a once 
dear verity become mendacious, phantasmal ; but they have, 
to an immense degree, lost that organ since, and arc now 
living comfortably cheek-by-jowl with lies. Lies of that sad 
“ conservative” kind, —and indeed of all kinds whatsoever ; 
for that kind is a general mothVir ; and breeds, with a fecundity 
that is appalling, did you heed it much !— 

It was pity that the “ Holy Romish Reich, Teutsch by 
Nation,” had not got itself burigd some ages before. Once it 
had brains and life, but; now they were out. Under the sway 
of Barbarossa, under our old anti-chaotic friend Henry the 
Fowler, how different had it been ! No field for a Belleiale to 
come and sow tares in; no rotten thatch fer a French Sungod 
to go sailing about in the middle of, and set fire to I Henry, 
when the Hungarian Pan-Slavonic Savagery came upon hirpi 
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had got ready m the interim , and # mangy dog was the 
** tribute’ he gave them , followed by the due extent of broken 
ctowns, since they would not be content with that That was 
the due of Belleisle too, —had there been a Henry to meet him 
With It, on his crossing the marches, m Trier Country, m Spring 
1741 ‘'There, you anaichir Upholstery-Btlus, fancying your- 
self God of the Sun, there is what Teutschland owes you Go 
home with that , and mmd youi own business, which I am told 
IS plentiful, if >ou had eye for it * 

But tkf sad truth is, for above Four Centuries now, — and 
especially for Three, since little Kaiser Kail IV ‘ g ive away all 
the moneys of it,* m his pressing occasions, this Holy Romish 
Reicl^ leutsch by Nation, has been mor». uicl e\cr more be- 
coming an im i nary quantity , the Kaisership of it not cap- 
able of being worn by anybody, except a Hapsburger who had 
resources otherwise his own The fact is palpable And Aus- 
tria, an Anti Reformation Lntity “ conservative * m that bad 
sense, of slothfully abhorri ^ trouble m comparison with lies, 
had not found the poison more malodorous m this particular 
than in many others And hid cherished its “ Holy Romish 
Reich” grown w«holy, phantasmal, like so much else in Aus-^ 
trian things , and had held firm gup of it, these Three Hun- 
dred years , and found it a furtheroome and suitable thing, 
though sensible it was more and more becoming an Enchanted 
Wiggery pure and simple Nor have the consequences failed , 
they never do Belleisle, Louis XIV , Henn II , Franc^ois I, ; 
It IS long since the !• rench have known this state of matters ; 
and been m the habit of breaking m upon it, fomenting in- 
ternal discontents, getting up unjust JVars, — with or without 
advantage to France, but with endless disadvantage to Ger- 
many. Schmalkaldic Wai , I'hirty-Years War , Louis XIV ’s 
Wars, which brought Alsace and the other fine cuttings , late 
Polish-Election War, and its Lorraine , Austrian Succession 
War many are Jhe wits kindled on poor Teutschland by 
neighboui France , and laife is the sum of woes to Europe 
and to It, chargeable to that score Which appears even yet 
nol^to be completed ^ — Perhaps not, even yet I* or it is the 
pej^^ty of being Iqi^al to Enchanted Wiggcries , of living cheek- 
by-jowl with hes of a peaceable quality, and stuffing your nos- 
trils, and searing your soul, against the accursed odour they 
all have I— For f can assure you the curse of Heaven does 
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dv^ell in one and all oV them ; and the son of Adam cannot too 
soon get quit of their bad partnership, cost hun what it may. 

Belleisle’s Journey as Sungod began in March, — *etid of 
March 1741,’ no date of a day to be had for that memorable 
thing : — and he went gyrating about through thb German 
Courts, for almost a year afterwards ; his course rather erratic* 
but always in a splendour as of Belus, with those Hundted- 
and-thirty French Lords and Valets, and the glory of Most 
Christian King irradiating him. Very diligent for the first six 
months, till September or October which we may call 
his seed-time ; and by no means resting after nine or twelve 
months, while the harrowing and hoeing went on. In j£>nuary 
1742, he had the great satisfaction to see a Oavarian Kaiser 
got, instead of an Austrian ; and everywhere the fruit of his 
diligent husbandry begin to beard fairly above ground, into a 
crop of facts (like armed men from dragon’s teeth), and the 
pleasure of was it the pleasure of? — ** prosper in 

his hands.” Belleisle was a pretty man ; but I doubt it was 
not “ the Lord” he was doing the pleasure of, on this occasion, 
but a very Different Personage, disguised to resemble him in 
poor Belleisle’s eyes ! — 

Austria was not dangerous to France in late times, and 
now least of all ; how far from it, — humbled by the loss of 
Lorraine ; and now as it were bankrupt, itself in danger from 
all the world. Apd France,, so far as express Treaties could 
bind a Nation, was bound to mainldin Austria in its present 
possessions. The bitter loss of Lorraine had been sweetened 
to the late Kaiser by th.?t solitary drop of consolation ; — as his 
Failure of a Life had been, poor man ; Failure the most of 
me has been ; but I have got Pragmatic Sanction, thanks to 
Heaven, and even France has signed it 1 ” Loss of Lorraine^ 
loss of Elsassifjloss of the Three Bishopricks ; since Karl V.’s 
times, not to speak of earlier, there has beenjnere loss on loss i 
, — and now is the time to^ consummate it, think Belleisle and 
France, in spite oi Treaties. 

Towards humbling or extinguishing Austria, Belleisle has 
two preliminary things to do : Firstt Break the Pragmatic Ruc- 
tion, and get everybody to break it ; second^ Guide the Kaiseri 
wakl (Election of a Kaiser), so that it issue, not in Grand-Duke 
Franz, Maria Theresa’s Husband, as all exp^t it will, but in 
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another yar^ friendly to France:— ^say in IJarlAlberlf of Bavaria, 
whoBe Family have long been good clients of ours, dependent 
on us for a living in the Political World Belleisle, there is 
little doubt, had from the first cast his eye on this unlucky 
Karl Albert for Kaiser ; but is uncertain as to carrying him- 
Belleisle wjU take another if he must ; Kur-Sachsen, for ex- 
ample; — ‘any other, and all others, only not the Grand-Duke: 
that is a point already fixed with Belleisle, though he keeps it 
well in the background, and is careful not to hint it till the 
time come.^ 

In regard to Pr^natic Sanction, Belleisle and France 
found no difficulty ,— -ot the difficulty only (which we hope must 
have been considerable) of eating their own Covenant in be- 
half of Pragmati '' Sanction; and declaring, which they did 
without visible blush, That it was a (Covenant including, if not 
expressly, then tacitly, as all huntan covenants do, this clause, 

Salvo jure teriii ^Saving the rights of Thud Parties),’* — that 
is, of Electors of Bavaria, aijd others who may object against 
it ! 0 soul of honour, 0 first Nation of the Universe, was 

there ever such a subterfuge? Here is a field of llowcring 
corn, the biggest in the woiki, begirt with daboiate ring-fence, 
many miles of firm oak-paling pitclied and buttressed ; — the 
poor gentleman now dead gave you his Lorraine, and almost 
his life, for swearing to keep-up said paling. And you do keep 
it up, — all except six yards ; through which the biggest team 
on the highway can drive freely, and the paltriest cadger’s ass ^ 
can step in for a bellyful ! * • 

It appears, the first Nation of the Universe had, at an 
early period of their consultations, hit upon this of Salvo jute 
lertu) as the method of eating their Covenant, before an en- 
lightened public-i And they j>ersistcd in it, there being no 
other for them. An enlightened public grinned sardonically, 
and was not taken in ; but, as so many others were eating 
their' Covenants, under equally poor subterfuges! the enlight- 
ened public could* not grin Jong on any individual, — could 
only gape mutely* with astonishment," on all. A glorious ex- 
ample of veracity and human nobleness, set by the gods of 
thislower world to their gazing populations, who could read 

• * 2ol,h January ^741, in their Note of Ceremony, recognking Maria Thercfsa ae 
pueen of HuL^lfary, Note which had been due so very lone {Ad^iung^, ii. ao6), there 
is ominous silence on Ftagmatic Sanction, ‘beginning or M.urcb,’ there U virtual 
avowal of Salve Jure (ill 179);— open avowal on Belleislc'a advent (ib. 305). 
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in the Gaj^ttes ! What is truth, falsity, human Kingship, hu- 
man Swindlership ? * Are the Ten Commandments only a figure 
of speech, then ? And it was some beggarly Attorney-/>m/ 
that built this sublunary world and us ^ Questions might rise ; 
had long been rising , — but now there was about enough, and 
the response to them was falling due and Belleisle himself, 
what IS very notable, had been appointed to get i^eady the re- 
sponse Belleisle (little as Belleisle dreamt of it, m these high 
Enterprises) was ushering in, by way of response, a Ragnarok^ 
or Twilight of the Gods, which, as “ French Revolution, or 
Apotheosis of Sansculottism'* is now well known*', — and that 
is something to consider of I 


Downhreak of Pragmatic Sanction; Manner of thi chef 
Artists tn handling their Covenants. 

The operation once accomplished on its own Pragmatic 
Covenant, France found no difficulty with the others. Every- 
body was disposed to eat his Covenant, who could see advan- 
tage m so doing, after that idmirable example. The difficulty 
of France and Belleisle lather was, to keep the hungry parties 
back “ Don’t eat youi Covenant till the proper time , pa- 
tience, we say I ’ A most sad Miscellany of Royalties, coming 
all to the point, Will you eat your Covenant, Will you keep 
It?” — and eating, nearly all, in fact, wholly all that needed to 
eat. 

. On the first Invasion Silesia, Maria Theresa had indig- 
nantly complained m every Court , and pointing to Pragmatic 
Sanction, had demanded that such Law of Nature be complied 
with, according to covcijaiit What Maria Theresa got by this 
circuit of the Courts, ever>body still knows. Except England, 
which was willing and Holland, which was unwilling, all 
Courts had answered, more or less uneasily ; Law of Nature, 
— humph, ypsl” — and, far from doing anything, not one of 
them would with certainty promise to anything. From 
England alone and her Jittle Kihg (to whom Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion is the Palladium of Human Freedoms and the Keystone 
of Nature) could she get the least help. The rest hung back ; 
would not open heait or pocket ; waited tiil they saw. ^TShey 
do now see \ now that Belleisle has done his feat of Covenant- 
eating 1— 
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*■ Eleven great Powers, some count Tlytecn, some Twelve,® 
— but no two agree, and hardly one agrees with himself ; — 
enough, the Powers of Europe, from Naples and Madrid to 
Russia and Sweden* have all signed it, let us say a Dozen or 
a Baker*s-Dozen of them. And except our little English Pa- 
ladin alone, whose interest and indeed salvation seemed to him 
to lie that Vay, and who needed no Pragmatic Covenant to 
guide him, nobody whatever distinguished himself by keeping 
it. Between 'December 1740, when Maria Theresa set-up her 
cries in all Courts, on to April 1741, England, painfully drag- 
ging HollaflU with her, had alone of the Baker’ s-Do/.cn spoken 
word of disapproval; hmeh less done act of hindrance. Two 
especially (France and Bavaria, not to mention Spain) had 
done tl*e reverse, and disowned, and declared against, Pragma- 
tic Sanction. Ant after the Battle of Mollwitz, when the Tittle 
stone’ took its first leap, and set. all thundering, then came, 
like the inrush of a fiishion, throughout that high Miscellany 
or Baker’s-Dozen, the general eating of Covenants (which was 
again quickened in August, for a reason wc shall sec) : and 
before November of that Year, there was no Covenant left to 
eat. Of the Baker’s-Dozen nobody remained but little George 
the Paladin, dragging Holland painfully along with him ; — 
and Pragmatic Sanction had gone to water, like icc in a June 
day, and its beautiful crystalline qualities and prismatic col- 
ours were forever vanished from the world. Will the reader 
note a point or two, a personage or two, in this sordid pro- 
cess, — not for the process’s sake, which is very sordid and 
smells badly, but for his own sake, to elucidate his own course 
a little in the intricacies now coming or come upon him and 
me? • 

I®. Elector of Bavaria , — Karl Albert of Baiern is by some 
counted as a Signer qf the Pragmatic Sanction, and by others 
not ; which occasions that discrepancy of sum-total in the 
Books. And he did once, in a sense, sign it, he ^d his Bro- 
ther of Koln ; but, b^ore the lajp Kaiser’s death, he had openly 
drawn back from it again ; and counted himself a Non-signer. 
Signer or not, he, for his part, lost no moment (but rather the 
contrary) in openly protesting against it, and signifying that 
he no«tr would ackrtowledge it. Of this the reader saw some- 
thing, at the time of her Hungarian Majesty’s Accession. Date 

* l^hOsU, U. a86; Adeluog, list, iS* 127. 
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and circuiftstances it, which deserve rememberiig, are more 
precisely these : October 20th, 1740, Karl Albert’s Ambassa- 
dor, Perusa by name, wrote to Karl from Vienna, annotmcing 
that the Kaiser was just dead. From Miinchen, on the 2XSt, 
Karl Albert, anticipating such an event, but not yet knowing 
it, orders Perusa, in case of the Kaiser's decease^ which was 
considered probable at Miinchen, to demand instant ^ audience 
of the proper party (Kanzler Sinzendorf), and there openly 
lodge his Protest. Which Perusa did, punctually in all points, 
— ^no moment lost, but rather the contrary, as wg said I Let 
poor Karl Albert have what benefit thejre is in that fact. He 
was, of all the Anti-Pragmatic Covenant-Breakers (if he ever 
fairly were such), the only one that proceeded honourably, 
openly and at once, in the matter ; and he was, of therfi all, by 
far the most unfortunate. 

This is the poor gentleman whom Bclleislc had settled on 
for being Kaiser. And Kaiser he became ; to his frightful 
sorrow, as it proved : Ins crown Jike a crown of burning iron, 
or little better I There is little of him in the Books, nor does 
one desire much; a tall aquiline type of man ; much the gentle- 
man in aspect; and in reality, of decorous serious deportment, 
and the wish to be high and dignified. He had a kind of 
right, too, in the Anti -Pragmatic sense; and was come of 
Imperial kindred, — Kaiser Ludwig the Bavarian, and Kaiser 
Rupert of the Pfalz, called Rupert Klemm, or Rupert Sihith's- 
vice, if any reader now remember him, were both of his ances- 
tors. He might fairly pre-tend to Kaisership and to Austrian 
ownership, — had he otherwise been equal to such enterprises. 
But, in'all ambitions and attempts, howsoever grounded other- 
wise, there is this strict question on the threshold ; “ Are you 
of weight for the adventure ; syre not you far too light for it 
Ambitious persons often slur this question ; and get squelched 
to pieces, by bringing the Twelve Labours of Hercules on Un* 
herculean bJeks ! Not every one is so lucky as our Friedrich 
in that particular, — whose baoit, though Vith difficulty^ heli 
out. Which poor KarF Albert’s never liad much likelihood to 
do. Few mortals in any age have offered such an exainple of 
the tragedies which Ambition has in store for her votaries ; 
and w^hat a matter Hope Fulfilled may b 5 to the unrefiStting 
Son of Adam, 

We said, he had a kind of right to Austria, withal He 
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descended b^the female line from Kaiser ^'erdinani I. (as did 
Kur-Sachson, though by a younger Daughter than Karl Albert’s 
Ancestress) ; and he appealed to Kaiser Ferdinand’s Settle- 
ment of the Succession, as a higher than any subsequent Prag- 
matic could be. Upon which there hangs an incident ; still 
famous "to Qprman readers. Karl Albert, getting into Public 
Argument in this way, naturally instructed Perusa to demand 
sight of Kaiser Ferdinand’s Last Will, the tenor of which was 
known by authentic Copy in Mimchen, if not elsewhere among 
thcjkindred^ After some delay, Perusa (4th November i74o)> 
summoning the other Excellencies to witness, got sight of the 
Will : to his horror, there stood, in the cardinal passage, in- 
stead (A ^*md?tniiM' (male descendants), (lawfully- 

begotterf descendarls), — fatal to Karl Albert’s claim ! Nor could 
he prove that the Parchiricnt had been scraped or altered, 
though he kept trying and examining for some days. He with- 
drew thereupon, by order, straightway from Vienna ; testifying 
in durab-show what he thoinjht. It is your Copv that is 
false/’ cried the Vienna people : “it li is been foisted on you, 
with this wrong word in it ; done by somebody (your friend, 
the Excellency Herr von Hartmann, .shall we guess ?), wishing 
to curry favour with ambitiou.s foolish pei sons !” Such was the 
Austrian story. Perhaps in Miinchon itself their Copyist was 
not known; — for aught I learn, the Copy was made long since, 
and the Copyist dead. Hartmann, named as Copyist by the 
Vienna people, made emphatic public answer : “ Never did I 
copy it, or see it!” And there rose great argRment, which is 
not yet quite ended, as to the question, “ Original falsified, or 
Copy falsified?” — and the modern vote, I believe, rather clearly 
ia. That the Austrian Officials had done* it — in a case of ne- 
cessity.® Possible? “ But you^wilMose your soul I” said the 
Parson once to a poor old Gentlewoman, English by Nation, 
who refused, in dying, to contradict some domestic fiction, to 
give-up some domestic secret : “ But you will lose your soul, 

, Madam Tush, 'fthat signifies my poor silly soul compared 
with the honour of the family ?” — * 

.2^. King Friedrich, — King Friedrich may be taken as the 

Ad'S.ing, ii 150-1154 (i4th-2oth Novenibcr 1740), gives, tlie public fads, without 
Hormayi- {Afiemonen aus, dim Taj^ebuch eines atten PifgersfnaHms^ 
Jena; iS4Sj^. — our- old Hormayr of the Amtrian Plutarch, but now Ano- 

, nyuiDUs, and in Opposldon humour) considers the case nearly proved against Aus- 
tiiai and thiiit Barteu&tein aad a pillar of the Church, were concerned 
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Anti-Pragfhatic next, in order of time. He too k«t not a mo- 
ment, and proceeded openly ; no quirking to be charged upon 
him. His account of himself in this matter alwzlys was : “By 
the Treaty of Wusterhausen, 1726, unquestionably Prussia 
undertook to guarantee Pragmatic Sanction ; the late Kaiser 
undertaking in return, by the same Treaty, to secure Berg and 
Jiilich to Prussia, and to have some progress made in it within 
six months from signing. And unquestionably also, the late 
Kaiser did thereupon, or even had already done, precisely the 
reverse ; namely, secured, so far as in him was possible, Berg 
and Julich to Kur-Pfalz. Such Treaty, having *in this way 
done suicide, is dead and become zero : and I am free, in 
respect of Pragmatic Sanction, to do whatever shall seem 
good to me. My wish was, and would still be, To maintain 
Pragmatic Sanction, and even to suppoit it by 100,000 
men, and secure the Election of the Grand-Duke to the Kai- 
sership, — were my claims on Silesia once liquidated. But 
these have no concern with Pragmatic Sanction, for or against : 
these are good against whoever may fall Heir to the House of 
Austria, or to Silesia : and my intention is, that the strong 
hand, so long clenched upon my rights, shall open itself by 
this favourable opportunity, and give them out.” I’hat is Fried- 
rich’s case. And in truth the jury everywhere has to find, — 
so soon as instructed, which is a long process in some sections 
of it (in England, for example), — That Pragmatic Sanction 
has not, except helpless lamentations, “Alas that j'ou should 
be here to insist upon your rights, and to open fists long 
closed 1 ” — the least word to say 10 Friedrich. 

3®, Termagant of Spain, — Perhaps the most distracted of 
the Anti-Pragmatic subterfuges was that used by Spain, when 
the She-dragon or Termagant saw good to eat her Covenant; 
which was at a very early stage. The Termagant*s poor Hus- 
band is a Bourbon, not a Hapsburg at all : “ But has not he. 
fallen heir fo the Spanish Hapsburgs ; become all one as they, 
an alter-ego of the Spanish Hapsburgs?'* asks she. “And 
the Austrian Hapsburgs being out, do not the Spanish Haps- 
burgs come in ? He, I say, this ^i;«r^<7«-Hapsburg, he is the 
real Hapsburg, now that the Austrian Branch is gone Presi- 
dent he of the Golden Fleece’* (whidi a certain •“'Arch- 
duchess,” Maria Theresa, had been meddling with) ; “ Proprie* 
tor, he, of Austrian Italy, and of aU or mqst things Austrian 
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-^and produces Documentary Covenants of Philip \l. with his 
Austrian Cousins; *‘to which Philip,” said the Termagant, 
** we Bourbons surely, if you consider it, are Heir and Alter- 
Ego I” Is not this a curious case of testamentary right ; hu- 
man greed obliterating personal identity itself? 

Belleisle had a great deal of difficulty, keeping the Terma- 
gant back till things were ripe. Her hope practically was. 
Baby Carlos being prosperous King of Naples this long while, 
to get the Milanese for another Baby she has, — Baby Philip, 
whom she once thought of making Pope ; — and she is eager 
beyond measure to have a stroke at the Milanese. "Wait!” 
hoarsely whispers Belleisle to her ; and* she can scarcely wait. 
Maria Theresa’s Note of Announcement, "New Queen of Hun- 
gary, mjiy it please you!” the French, as w*' saw, were very 
long in answering* The Termagant did not answer it at all ; 
complained on the contrary, " What is this, Madam 1 Golden 
Fleece, you?” — and, early in Maich, mfornicd mankind that 
she was Spanish Hapsburg, the genuine article ; and sent off 
Excellency Montijos, a little i*an of great expense, to assist at 
the Election of a proper Kaiser, and be useful to Belleisle in 
the great things now ahead.** 

4°. King of Poland. — The most ticklish card in Belleisle’s 
game, and probably the greatest fool of these Anti-Pragmatic 
Dozen, was Kur-Sachsen, King of Poland. He, like Karl 
Albert Kiir-Baiern, derives from Kaiser Ferdinand, though by 
a younger Daughter, and has a like claim on the Austrian 
Succession ; claim nullified, how'cver, by that small circum- 
stance itself, but which he would fain mend by one makeshift 
or another; and thinks always it must surely be good for 
something. This is August III., this* King of Poland, as 
readers know ; son of August the Strong : Papa made him 
change to the Catholic religioif so-called, — for the sake of 
getting Poland, which proves a very poor possession to him. 
Who knows what damage the poor creature may have got by 
that sad operation ;-ywhich all ^axony sighed to the heart on 
hearing of ; for it was always hoped he had some real religion, 
and would deliver them from that Babylonish Captivity again I 
He married Kaiser Joseph I.’s Daughter, — Maria Theresa’s 

♦ SpfiiiKS GoMeii- Fleece Pretensions 17th January 17^1 (AdcUiug, ii. 5»q^, 2^4); 
' Publishes Paris,' in March (ib. 293), and on the 23a March accredits Montijos 
(ib. ^3): Italian Wai, held back by Belleisle and the Knglish Fleets, cannot get be- 
gun tiii Oetpber following, 
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Cousin, anrf'by an Elder Brother ; — this, too, ou^ht surely fco 
be something in the Anti-Pragmatic line? It is true, Kur-Baiern 
has to Wife another Daughter ot Kaiser Joseph's ; but she is 
the younger : “lam senior ih$re^ at least!" thinks the foolish 
man. 

Too true, he had finally, in past years, to sign Pragmatic 
Sanction ; no help for it, no hope without it, in «that Polish- 
Election time. He will have to eat his Covenant* therefore, 
as the first step in Anti- Pragmatism ; and he is extremely in 
doubt as to the H ow, sometimes as to the Whether. And shifts 
and whirls, accordingly, at a great rate, in these " nonths and 
years ; now on Maria liheresa’s side, deluded by shadows from 
Vienna, and getting into Russian Partition - Treaties ; anon 
tickled by Belleisle into the reverse posture; then again re- 
versing. An idle, easy-tempered, yet gre<^dy creature, who, 
what with religious apostasy in early manhood, what with flac- 
cid ambitions since, and idle gapings after shadows, has lost 
helm in this world ; and will make a very bad voyage for self 
and country. 

His Palinurus and chief Counsellor, at present and after- 
wards, is a Count von Bruhl, once page to August the Strong; 
now risen to such heiglit : Bruhl of the Three-hundred and 
Sixty-five suits of cloth cs; whom it has grown wearisome §ven 
to laugh at. A cunning little ivretcb, they say, and of deft 
tongue ; but surely among the unwisest of all the Sons of Adam 
in that day, and such .1 Palinurus as seldom steered before. 
Kur-Sachsen, b^ing Reichs-Vicai in the Northern Parts, — (Kur- 
Baiern and Kiir-Pfalz, as friends and good Wittelsbacher Cou- 
sins surelv ought, in a crisis like this, have agreed to be Joints 
Vicars in the Southern Parts, and no longer quarrel upon it), 
— Kur-Sachsen has a good deal to do in the Election prelud- 
ings, formalities and prearran^ements; and is capable, asKur- 
Pfalz and Cousin always are, of serving as chisel to Belleisle's 
mallet, in such points, which will plentifully turn up. 

5 °. King of Sardinia, — Reichs-Vicar jn the Italian parts i$ 
Charles Amadeus King of Sardinia (tough old Victor's Son, 
whom we have heard of) : an office mostly honorary; suit- 
able to the important individual who keeps the Door, of the 
Alps. Charles Amadeus had signed the ^ Pragmatic Ss^nrtion; 
but eats his Covenant, like the others, on example of France; 
— having, as he now bethinks himself, claims on the Milanese. 



255 


Chap. XI. THE COVENANT-BREAKERS. 

April-May T74r. 

There are t^o claimants on the Milanese, then ; the Spanish 
Termagant, and he? Yes ; and they will Save their difficulties, 
their extensive tusslings in Italian War and otherwise, to make 
an adjustment of it; and will give Belleislc (at least the Door- 
keeper will) an immensity of trouble, in years coming. 

In this way do the Pragmatic people eat their own Cove- 
nant, one after the other, and arc not ashamed ; —till all have 
eaten, or as good as eaten; and, almost within year and day, 
Pragmatic Sanction is a vanished quantity ; and poor Kaiser 
Karl’s life-labour i.s not worth the sheep-skin and stationery it 
cost him. •History reports in sum, ‘Phat ' nobody kept the 
‘ Pragmatic Sanction ; that the few’ (strictly speaking, the one) 

* who acted by it, would have done precisely the same, though 
‘ there Jiad never been such a Document iu existence.' To 
George II., it is, and will be, the Keystone of Nature, the 
true Anti-French palladium of mankind; and he, dragging the 
unwilling Dutch after him, will do great things for it; but no- 
body else does anything at all. Might wo hope to bid adieu 
to it, in this manner, and ue\ oi to mention it again I — 

Document more futile there had not been in Nature, nor 
will be. Friedrich had not yet fought at Mollwiu in assertion 
of his Silesian claim, when the poor Pope, — poor soul, who 
had no Covenant to cat, but took pattern by others, — claimed, 
in solemn Allocution, Parma and Piacoiza for the Holy Sec.^ 
All l)ie world is claiming. Of the Court of Wurtemberg and 
its Protestings, and ‘ extensive Deduction' about nothing at all, 
we do not speak nor of Montmorency claiining Luxemburg, 
of which he is Titular **Duke;” nor of Monsignore di Guas- 
talla claiming Mantua ; nor of — In brief, the fences are now 
down ; a broad French gap in those miles of elaborate paling, 
which are good only as firewood henceforth, and any ass may 
rush in and claim a bellyful. Gr^t arc the works of Belleisle 1 — > 

Concerning the Imperial Election (Kaiserwahl) that is to he; 

Camdidates fog Kaisership. 

At' equal step with the ruining of Pragmatic Sanction goes 
on that spoiling of Grand-Duke Franz's Flection to the Kaiser- 
ship ; these two oper^ations run parallel ; or rather, under dif- 
ferentT&rms, they are one and the same operation. “To assist, 
? il $76 (stk April 1741 )• ® Ib. ii. 195, 403* 
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as a Most*thristian^ neighbour ought, in picking out the tit 
Kaiser/' was Bclleisle's ostensible mission ; and indeed this does 
include virtually his whole errand. Till three months after 
Bclleisle's appearance in the business, Grand-Duke Franz never 
doubted but he should be Kaiser; Friedrich’s ^offers to help 
him in it he had scorned, as the offer of a fifth wheel to his 
chariot, already rushing on with four. “Here is Kur-Bdhmen, 
Austria’s own vote,” counts the Grand-Duke; “ Kur-Sachsen, 
doing Prussian- Partition Treaties for us; Kur-Triet, our fat 
little Schdnborn, Austrian to the bone ; Kur-Mainz, important 
chairman, regulator of the Conclave; here are F6ur Electors 
for us : then also Kur-P/alz, he surely, in return for the Berg- 
Jiilich service; finally, and liable to no question, Kur-Hanover, 
little George of England with his endless guineas and re..ources, 
a little Jack-the-Giantkiller, greater than aCl Giants, Paladin 
of the Pragmatic and us : here are Six Electors of the Nine. 
Let Brandenburg and the Bavarian Couple, Kur-Baiern and 
Kur-Koln, do their pleasure!” This was Grand-Duke Franz’s 
calculation. 

By the time Belleisle had been three months in Germany, 
the Grand-Duke’s notion had changed; and he began ‘apply- 
ing to the Sea-Powers,’ ‘ to Russia,' and all round. In Belle- 
isle’s sixth month, the Grand- Duke, after such demolition of 
Pragmatic, and such disasters and contradictions as had been, 
saw his case to be desperate ; though he still stuck to it, Aus- 
trian-like, — or rather, Austria for him stuck to it, the Grand- 
Duke being carf less of such things ; — and indeed, privately, 
never did give in, even ajtet the Election, as we shall have to 
note. 

The Reich itself being mainly a Phantasm or Enchanted 
Wiggery, its “ Kaiser-Choosirfg” {Kaiserwahl), —now getting 
under way at Frankfurt, with preliminary outskirts at Regens* 
burg, and iit the Chancery of Mainz, — is very phantasmal, not 
to say ghastly; and forbidding,, pot inviting, to the human eye. 
Nine Kurfiirsts, Choosers ofTeutschland'sreal Captain, in none 
of whom is there much thought for Teutschland or its interests, 
— and indeed in hardly more than One of whom (Prussian 
Friedrich, if readers will know it) is theie the least tE<.ught 
that way ; but, in general, much indifference to things divine 
or diabolic,, and thought for one's own paltry profits and ipssos 
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tfnly I So ij has long been; ana sp it nojv is, ino:^lhan usual. 
— Consider again, are Enchanted Wiggeries a beautiful thing, 
in this extremely earnest world? — 

The Kaiserwahl is an affair depending much on proces- 
sions, proclamations, on delusions optical, acoustic ; on pala- 
verings, manoeuvrings, holdings back, then hasty pushings for- 
ward; and*indccd is mainly, in more senses than one, under 
guidance of the Prince of the Power of the Air. Unbeautiful, 
like a World -Varliament of Nightmares (if the reader could 
conceive such a thing) ; huge formless, tongueless monsters of 
that spcciA, doing their three readings,*’ — ^under Presidency 
or <;hief-pipership as aboye ! Bellcislc, for his part, is consum- 
mately skilful, and manages as only himself could. Keeps his 
game well hidden, not a hint or whisper of it except in studied 
proportions ; spreads out his lines, his birdlime ; tickles, en- 
tices, astonishes; goes his rounds, 4ikc a subtle Fowler, taking 
captive the minds of men ; a Phoebus-Apollo, god of melody 
and of the sun, filling his net with birds. 

I believe, old Kur-Pfalz, foi the sake of French neighbour- 
hood, and Borg-and-Julich, were there nothing more, was very 
helpful to him ; — in March past, when the Election was to have 
been, when it would have gone at once in favour of the Grand- 
Duke, Kur-Pfalz got the Election “postponeii a little.” Post- 
poning, procrastinating ; then again pushing violently on, when 
things are ripe : Bcllcisle has only to give signal to a fit Kur- 
Pfalz. fn all Kurfurst Courts, the French Ambassadors sing 
diligently to the tune Bellcisle sets them; and Courts give ear, 
or will do, when the charmer himself arrives, 

Kur-Sachsen, as above hinted, was his most delicate opera- 
tion, in the charming or trout-tickling way. And Kur-Sachsen, 
— and poor Saxony, ever since, — knows if he did not do it 
well I “ Deduct this Kur-Sachs5n from the Austrian side,” cal- 
culates Belleisle; “add him to ours, it is almost an equality of 
votes. Kur-Baiem, our own Imperial Candidate ; Kur-Koln, his 
Brother ; Kur-Pfalz,» by geneajpgy his Cousin (not to mention 
Berg-JuUch matters) : here are three Wittelsbachers, knit to- 
gether ; three sure votes ; King Friedrich, Kur- Brandenburg, 
thereis a fourth; and if Kur-Sachsen would join?” But who 
knowig^if Kur-Sachsen will 1 The poor soul has himself thoughts 
of being Kaiser; then no thoughts, and again some: thoughts 
which Bejleisle knows how to handle. “ Yes, Kaiser you, your 
VOL, IV. 
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Majesty; excellent And sets to consider the metfeods : '*Hm, 
ha, hml Think, your Majesty: ought not that Bohemian Vote 
to he excluded, for one thing? Kur-Bohmen is fallen into the 
distaff, Maria Theresa herself cannot vote. Surely question 
will rise. Whether distaff can, validly, hand it over to distaffs 
husband, as they are about doing? Whether, in fact, Kur- 
Bohmen is not in abeyance for this time So P answered 
Kur-Sachsen, Reichs-Vicarius. And thereupon meetings were 
summoned; Nightmare Committees ,sat on this matter under 
the Reichs -Vicar, slowly hatching it ; and at length brought 
out, ** Kur-Bohmen not transferable by the distafi*; Kur-Boh- 
men in abeyance for this time.’* Gre^f^tly to the joy of Belleifale ; 
infinitely to the chagrin of her Hungarian Majesty, — ^who de- 
clared it a crying injustice (though I believe legally done in 
every point); and by and by, even made it^ plea of Nullity, 
destructive to the Election altogether, when her Hungarian 
Majesty’s affairs looked up again, and the world would listen 
to Austrian sophistries and obstinacies. This was an essential 
service from Kur-Sachsen J 

After which Kur-Sachsen’s own poor Kaisership died away 
into ** Hm, ha, hm 1 ” again, with a grateful Bclleisle. Who 
nevertheless dextrously retained Kur-Sachsen as ally; tickling 
the poor wretch with other baits. Of the Kaiser he had really 
meant all along, there was dead silence, except between the 
parties ; no whisper heard, for six months after it had been 
agreed upon; none, for two or near three months after formal 
settlement, and signing and se.aling. Karl Albert’s Treaty with 
Belleisle was i8th May 1741 ; and he did not declare himself 
a Candidate till ist-4th July following,® Belleisle understands 
the Nightmare Parliaments, the electioneering art, and how to 
deal with Enchanted Wiggeries. More perfect master, hi that 
sad art, has not turned up oil record to one's afflicted mind. 
Such a Sungod, and doing such a Scavengerism 1 Belleisle, in 
the sixth menth (end of August 1741) feels sure of a majority. 
How Belleisle managed, after ^that, to checkmate George of 
England, and make even George vote for him, and the Kaiscr- 
wald to be unanimous against Grand-Duke Franz, will be seen. 
Great are Belleisle’s doings in this world, if they were easeful 
either to God or man, or to Belleisle him«elf first of all^f * 

7 Beffdn, indistinctly, 'in M^rch’’ IanEi;utd * some moAth 8 '(Atl(dupg^ i>. 

* November 41!^' was i^tUed in tn« negative, *K.ur<.) 3 bhmei} not to bnve^ai vote 
{Maria TherttUm tebeut p. 470.). * Adejunft h, 357, 441. 
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TcutschlandHo he carved into something oji Symmetry y should 
the Belleisle Enterprises succeed. 

Belleisle’s schemes, in the rear of all this labour, are grandi- 
ose to a degree* Men wonder at the First Napoleon’s mad 
notions in that kind. But no Napoleon, in the fire of the re- 
volutionaty dement ; no Sham-Napoleon, in the ashes of it ; 
hardly a Parisian Journalist of imaginative turn, speculating on 
the First Nation of the Universe and what its place is, — could 
go higher than did this grandiose Belleisle; a man with clear 
thoughts in Tiis head, under a torpid Louis XV. Let me see, 
thinks Belleisle. Germany with our Bavarian for Kaiser; Ger- 
many to be cut into, say, Four little Kingdoms : i®. Bavaria 
with thpfclean Kaiserhood ; 2®. Saxony, fattened by its share of 
Austria; 3®. Prussia the like; 4°. Austria itself, shorn down as 
above, and shoved out to the remote Hungarian parts: voil^. 
These, not reckoning Hanover, which perhaps we cannot get 
just yet, are Four pretty Sovereignties. Three, or Two, of these 
hireable by gold, it is to be hop^-d. And will not France have 
a glorious time of it ; playing master of the revels there, egging 
one against the other! Yes, Germany is then, what Nature 
designed it, a Province of France : little George of Hanover 
himself, and who knows but England after him, may one day 
find their fate inevitable, like the others. O Louis, O my King, 
is not this an outlook? Louis le Grand was great ; but you are 
likely to be Louis the Grandest ; and here is a World shaped, 
at last, after the real pattern ! • 

Such are, in sad truth, Belleisle’s schemes; not yet entirely 
hatched into daylight or articulation ; but becoming articulate, 
to himself and others, more and more.* Reader, keep them 
well in mind : I had rather not speak of them again. They 
are essential to our Story ; but they are afHictively vain, con- 
trary to the Laws of Fact; and can, now or henceforth, in no- 
wise be. My friend, it was not Beelzebub, nor» Mephisto- 
pheles, nor Autolycus*Apollo th^ built this world and us ; it was 
Another. And you will get your crown well rapped, M. le 
. Mar^chal, for so forgetting that fact! France is an extremely 
pretty creature;, but this of making France the supreme Go- 
vemoiMind God’Si-^Vioegerent of Nations, is, was, and remains, 
one ‘of the maddest notions. France at its ideal best, and with 
a, d'emigbd, for King over it, were by no means fit for such 
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function nay of n^any Nations is eminently the unfittest for 
it. And France at its worst or nearly so, with a Louis XV. 
over it by way of demigod- — O Belleisle, what kind of France 
is this; shining in your grandiose imagination, in such con- 
trast to the stingy fact: like a creature consisting of two 
enormous wings, five hundred yards in potential extent, and 
no body bigger than that of a common Cock, \('cighing three 
pounds avoirdupois. Cock with his own gizzard much out of 
sorts, too! 

It was * early in March’^ when Belleisle, the Artificial Sun- 
god, quilled Paris on tins errand. He came by the Moselle 
road ; called on the Rhine Kurfursts, K5ln, Trier, Mainz ; 
dazzling them, so far as possible, witli his splendowr for the 
mind and for the eye. He proceeded neiA to Dresden, which 
is a main card: and where there is immense manipulation 
needed, and the most delicate ti out -tickling; this being a skit- 
tish fish, and an important, though a foolish. Belleisle was at 
Dresden when the Battle of Mollwitz fell out : what a windfall 
into Belleisle’s game! Pie ran across to Friedrich at Mollwitz, 
to congratulate, to consult, — as we shall see anon, 

Belleisle, 1 am informed, in this preliminary Tour of his, 
speaks only, or hints only (except in the proper quarters), of 
Election Business ; of the need there perhaps is, on the part 
of an Age growing in I'bcral ideas, to exclude the Austrian 
Grand -Duke; to curb that ponderous, harsh, ungenerous 
House of Austria, too long lording it over generous Crcrmany; 
and to set-up some better House, — Bavaria, for example; 
Saxony, for example ? Of his plans in the rear of tins he is 
silent; speaks only -by hints, by innuendos, to the proper 
parties. But ripening or ripe, plans do lie to rear; favrstretch- 
ing, high-soaring; in part, dark even at Versailles; darkly 
fermenting, not yet developed, in Belleisle’s own head; only 
the Futurff Kaiser a luminous fixed point, shooting beams- 
across the grandiose Creatioq.-Process g(?ing on there. 

By the end of August 1741, Belleisle had become certain 
of his game; 24th January 1742, he saw himself as if winner. 
Before August 1 741, he had got his Electors manipulated, 
tickled to his purpose, by the witchery^ of a PhcebitrsAutoly- 
cas or Diplomatic Sungod; majority secured for a Bavarian 

® Adelung, ii. 
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Kaiser, and Jt^ainst an Austrian one. A^d in the course of 
that Month, — what was still more considerable I — he was 
getting, under mild pretexts, about a Hundred Thousand 
armed Frenchmen gently wafted over upon the soil of Ger- 
many. Two complete French Armies, 40,000 each (plus 
their Reserve^), one over the Upper Rhine, one over the 
Lower ; about which we shall hear a great deal in time 
coming! Under mild pretexts : “Peaceable as Jambs, don*t 
you observe? Merely to protect Freedom of Election, in this 
tine neighbour country : and as allies to our Friend of Bavaria, 
should he chance to be new Kaiser, and to persist in his 
modest claims otherwise.” This was his crowning stroke. 
Which finished straightway the remnants of Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion and of every obstacle; and in a shining manner swept 
the roads clear. And so, on January 24th following, the Elec- 
tion, long held back by Belleisle’s maheenvrings, actually takes 
effect, — in favour of Karl Albert, our invaluable Bavarian 
Friend. Austria is left solitArv in the Reich ; Pragmatic 
Sanction, Keystone of Nature, winch Bellcislc and France had 
sworn to keep in, is openly tonnout by Bclleisle and by France 
and the m«ajority of mankind; and Bclleisle sees himself, to 
all appearance, winner. 

This was the harvest reaped by Bcllei'^lc, within year and 
day, after endless mancruvring, such as only a Bclleisle in 
the character of Diplomatic Sungod could do. Beyond (|ues- 
tion, the distracted ambitions of several German Princes have 
been kindled by Bclleisle ; what we called the rotten thatch of 
Germany is well on fire. This diligent sowing in the Reich, — - 
to judge by the 100,000 armed men here, and the counter 
hundreds of thousands arming, — has been a pretty stroke of 
dragon's-teeth husbandry on Bell^sle’s part. 

Belleisk on Visit to Friedrich ; sees Friedrich besiege 
Bricky with Effect 

It was April 26th when Mardchal de Belleisle, with his 
Brother the Chevalier, with Valori and other bright accom- 
panimem, arrived in Friedrich’s Camp, * Camp of Mollwitz’ 
so natxwri; between Mollwitz and Brieg; where Friedrich is 
still resting, in a vigilant expectant condition ; and, except it 
be the taking of Brieg, has nothing military on hand. Wed- 
nesday 26th April, the distinguished Excellency, — escorted 
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for the last three miles by 120 Horse, and the other customary 
ceremonies, — ^makes his appearance: no doubt an interesting 
one to Friedrich, for this and the days next following. Their 
talk is not reported anywhere ; nor is it said with exactitude 
how far, whether ‘Wholly now, or only in part now, Belleisle 
expounded his sublime ideas to Friedrich; or* what precise 
reception they got. Friedrich himself writes long afterwards 
of the event ; but, as usual, without precision, except in gene- 
ral effect. Now, or some time after, Friedrich says he found 
Belleisle, one morning, with brow clouded, knit« into intense 
meditation: “Have you had bad news, M. le Mardchal?^* asks 
Friedrich. “No, oh no i lam considering what we shall make 
of that Moravia ?” — “ Moravia ; Hm !’* F riedrich suppresses the 
glance that is rising to his eyes: “Can’t yoj’ give it to Saxony, 
then? Buy Saxony into the Plan with itl” “Excellent,” ans- 
wers Belleisle, and unpuckeis his stern biow again. 

Friedrich thinks highly, and about this time often says so, 
of the man Belleisle : but as to the man’s effulgencies, and widc- 
winged Plans, none is less seduced by them than Friedrich: 
“Your chickens are not hatched, M. le Mardchal: some of us 
hope they never will be, — though the incubation-process may 
have uses for some of us!” Friedrich knows that the Kaiser- 
ship given to any other than Grand-Duke Franz will be mostly 
an imaginary quantity. “A grand Symbolic Cloak in the eyes 
of the vulgar; but empty of all things, empty even of cash, for 
the last Two llundred Yeais: Austria can wear it to advant- 
age ; no other mortal. Hang it on Austria, which is a solid 
human figure, — so,” And Friedrich wishes, and hopes always, 
Maria Theresa will agree with him, and get it for her Hus- 
band. “But to hang it on Bavaria, which is a lean bare pole ? 
Oh, M. le Mardchal! — And those Four Kingdoms of yours: 
what a brood of poultry, those! Chickens happily yet ««- 
hatched -eggs addle, I should venture to hope: — only do go 
on incubating, M. le Mardchall” Thaf is Friedrich’s notion 
of the thing. Belleisle staged with Friedrich ‘a few days,’ 
say the Books. After Ayhich, Friedrich, finding Belleisle too, 
winged a creature, corresponded, in preference, witfe Fleury 
and the Head Sources; — ^who are always intensely^^ehough 
concerned about those * aces’ falling to him, and how the satne 
are to be ‘ shared/^® 

*0 Details in Hilden-Gcschickte, L 912, 96a, 916; it CEvvres de Fridi^rtc, ii. 79, 
80; && 
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Instead of parade or review in honpur of Bmleisle, there 
happened to be a far grander military show, of the practical 
kind. The Siege of Brieg, the Opening of the Trenches be- 
fore Brieg, chanced to be just ready, on Belleisle’s arrival;— 
and would have taken effect, we hnd, that very night, April 
26th, hadpHOt a sudden wintry outburst, or 'tempest of extra* 
ordinary violence,' prevented. Next night, night of the 27th* 

* 28th, under $hinc of the full Moon, in the open champaign 
country, on both sides of the River, it did take effect. An 
uncommonly fine thing of its sort ; as one can still see by 
reading Friedrich's strict Program for it, — a most minute, 
precise and all-anticipating Program, which still interests 
military men, as Friedrich's first Piece in that kind, — and 
comparing therewith the Narratives of the ptiformance which 
ensued.^^ * 

Kalksiein, Friedrich’s old Tutor, is Captain of the Siege ; 
under him Jeetz, long used to blockading about Brieg. The 
silvery Oder has its due brjdges for communication ; all is in 
readiness, and wailing mamtold as in the slip, — and there is 
Engineer Walrave, our Glogau Dutch friend, who shall, at the 
right instant, 'with his straw-rope {Strohseii) mark out the 
first parallel,’ and be swift about it! There are 2,000 diggers, 
with the due implements, fascines, equipments ; duly divided, 
into Twelve equal Parties, and ‘always two spademen to one 
pickman' (which indicates soft sandy ground) : these, with the 
escorting or covering battalions, Twelve Parties they also, on 
both sides of the River, are to be in thcir#several stations at 
the fixed moments ; man, musket, mattock, strictly exact. 
They are to advance at Midnight ; the covering battalions so 
many yards ahead : no speaking is permissible, nor the least 
tobacco-smoking ; no drum to be allowed for fear of accident ; 
no firing, unless you are firetf on. The covering battalions are 
all to * lie flat, so soon as they get to their ground, all but the 
Officers and sentries.’ To rear of these stand Walrave and as- 
sistants, silent, wfth their st^aw-rope ; — silent, then anon swift, 
and in whisper or almost by dumb-sihow, "Now, then!” After 
whom the diggers, fascine-men, workers, each in his kind, shall 
falf-to, silently, and dig and work as^for life, 

. AU which isMone; exact as clockwork : beautiful to see, 

(sic), immacA sick der Gemf-aU Licuienani ven 
KakkstHn- hti det Tranchecn^c. \Qinvres dcFridirtc^ xkx. 39-44): the 

Progr^i, Htldin^C^sihickic^ 1 . 916-28 : die Narrative. 
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or half-see, and speak^pf to your Bclleislc, in the set ene moon- 
light! Half an hour’s marching, half an hour’s swift digging : 
the Town-clock of Brieg was hardly striking One, when * they 
had dug themselves in.’ And, before daybreak, they had, in 
two batteries, fifty cannon in position, with a proper set of 
mortars (other side the River), — ready to astonish f^ccolomini 
and his Austrians ; who had not had the least whisper of them, 
all night, though it was full moon. Graf von Piccolomini, an 
active gallant person, had refused terms, some time before ; 
and was hopefully intent on doing his best. And ^ow. sud- 
denly, there rose round Piccolomini such a tornado of can- 
nonading and bombardment, day after day, always ‘three 
guns of ours playing against one of theirs,’ that his guns got 
ruined; that ‘liis hay-magazines took fire,’ — and the Schloss 
itself, which was adjacent to them, took fire sad thing to 
Friedrich, who commanded pause, that they might try quench- 
ing, but in vain); — and that, in short, Piccolomini could not 
stand it; but on the 4th of May,, precisely after one week’s 
experience, hung out the white flag, and ‘ beat chamade at 3 
of the afternoon,’ He was allowed to march out next morn- 
ing, with escort to Neissc ; parole pledged, Not to serve against 
us for two years coming. 

Friedrich in person (I rather guess, Belleisle not now at 
his side) saw the Garrison march out ; — kept Piccolomini to 
dinner ; a gallant Piccolomini, who had hoped to do better, but 
could not. This was a pretty enough piece of .Siegc-practice. 
Torstenson, with bis Swedes, had furiously besieged Brieg in 
1642, a hundred years ago; and could do nothing to it. No- 
thing, but withdraw again, futile ; leaving 1,400 of his people 
dead. Friedrich, the Austrian Garrison once out, set instantly 
about repairing the woiks, and improving them into impreg- 
nability, — our ugly friend Walrave presiding over that opera-* 
tion too. 

c 

Belleisle* we may believe, so l^ng as he Continued, was full 
of polite wonder over these things ; perhaps had critical ad- 
vices here and there, which would be politely received. Tt is 
certain be came out extremely brilliant, gifted and agreeable, 
in the eyes of Friedrich; who often aftcrwardJs, not in the v?ry. 
strictest language, calls him a great man, great soldier, and by 
far the considerablest person you French have. It is no less 

If' 
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certain, Befleisle displaced, so far as dftplayable, his magni- 
ficent Diplomatic Ware to the best advantage. To which* we 
perceive, the young King answeied, ** Magnificent, indeed T’ 
but would not bite all at once , and ratlici prefcired corre- 
sponding with Flcury, on business points, keeping the matter 
dextrously hanging* in an illuminated clement of hope and con- 
tingency, fOk* the present. 

Bellcisle, aflei ue know not how man) da)s, letiirncd to 
Diesden, peifected his woik at Dresden, oi shoxed it well for- 
ward, Witt ‘that Moravia’ as bait “Yes, King of Moiavia, 
}ou, yo’ii Polish Majesty, shall be 1 “ — and it is said the simple 
creature did so style himself, by and by, 111 ceitain laieMam- 
festoe;^ which still exist in the cabinets of th ^uuoas Belle- 
isle next, after o^ly a few days, went to Munchen, to operate 
on Karl Albert kur Baicin, a willing subject And, m short, 
Belleisle whnled along inccssonth, ‘torch in hand, making his 
‘circuit of the German Couits,’ — dctaik of said (iicuit not to 
be followed by us farlhei small thing only I h'^vc ^'ound 

lemenibeiable , piobably true, though \ igiic. Ac Munchen, 
still more out at Nymphenbuig, the fine Countiy -Palace not 
far oft, tlicie was of course long conferencing, long consulting, 
sccict and intense, between Bellcislc with his people and Karl 
Albeit with his Karl Albeit, as wc know, w is himself willing. 
But a ccilain Baton von Uneitl, — hcavydxiilt Bavarian of the 
old type, an old stager m the Bavaiian Mmistiies, —was of 
fai other disposition. One day, out at Nvmj:»henbing, Unertl 
got to the Council -room, while Bellcjsle and Company were 
there . Unertl found the apaitment locked, absolutely no ad- 
mittance, and heard voices, the Kuifuist s and Fiench voices, 
eageriy at woik inside. “ Admit me, Giaeious Ilerr , um Gottes 
WilUn, me!” No admission, Vnertl, in despaii, lushcd lound 
to the garden side of the Apartment, dcspeiately snatched a 
ladder, set it up to the window, and conjured the Gracious 
Highness . “For the love of Heaven, my A lh?gnaSi^s ter, don’t ! 
Have no trade witfi those Fr^ch! Remember your illustrious 
Fathei, Kurfurst Max, m the Eugene-Marlborough time, what 
a job^he made of it, building actual architectuie on /tor big 
promises, which proved mere acres of gilt balloon Words 
terriBly prophetic ;*but they were without effect on Kail Al- 
bert. 


Hormayr, Anefnomn (cited above), ii, 133. 
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The rest of BelleJ^le’s inflammatory circuiting^and ^ten- 
sive travellings; for he -had many first and last in this matter* 
shall be left to the fancy of the reader. May 1 8th, he made 
formal Treaty with Karl Albert : Treaty of Nympl^mburg, 
“ Karl Albert to be Kaiser; Bavaria, with Austria Proper added 
to it, a Kingdom; French armies, French nioneysf and other 
fine items.''^^ Treaty to be kept dead secret; King Friedrich, 
for the present, would not accede. June 25 th, after some 
preliminary survey of the place, Belleisle made his Entry into 
Frankfurt: magnificent in the extreme. And still dH not rest 
there; but had to rush about, back to V'ersailles, to Dresden* 
hither, thither: it was not till the last day of July that he fairly 
took up his abode in Frankfurt; and, — the Election eggs, so 
to speak, being now all laid, — set himself to^hatch the same. 
A process which lasted him six months longer, with curious 
phenomena to mankind. Not till the middle of August did he 
bring those 80,000 Armed Frenchmen across the Rhine, “to 
secure peace in those parts, and freedom of voting.” Not till 
November 4th had Kur-Sachsen, with the Nightmares, finished 
that important problem of the Bohemian Vote, “ Bohemian 
Vote excluded (or this time — after which all was ready, though 
still not in the least hurry. November 20th, came the first 
actual “Election-Conference {Wahl-Confere 7 is:y in the Rdmer 
at Frankfurt; to whiejh succeeded Two Months more of con- 
ferrings (upon almost nothing at all) : and finally, 24th Janu- 
ary 1742, came the Election itself, Karl Albert the man; poor 
wretch, who never saw another good day in this world. 

Belleisle during those six months was rather high and airy, 
extremely magnificent ; put did not want discretion : ‘ more like 

• a Kurfiirst than an Ambassador capable of ‘ visiting Kur- 
‘Mainz, with servants purposely in liveries, —where the 
case needed old, where Kur-Mainz needed snubbing ; not other- 
wise. ‘ Tlje Mar^chal de Belleisle,’ says an Eyewitness, of 
some fame in those days, ' comes out in a variety of parts, 
‘ among us here ; plays^ow th^General, now the Philosopher, 
‘ now the Minister of State, now the French Marquis; — and 

• does th^ all to perfection. Surely a m^ter in his art^ His 
< Brother the Chevalier is one of the sensibj<5st and best-trained 

• persons you can see. He has a penetrating intellect ; is al« 

u Given in Adelung, U. 35^. ^ Ibid. 431 . 

Biichholz, ii. 57 n. 
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* ivays occupied^ and full of great schfimes ; and has neverthe- 

* less a staid kiitd of manner. He is one of the most important 
‘ Personages here ; and in all things his Brother's right hand.’^^ 
In Frankfurt, both Belleisle and his Brother were much jpc- 
spected, the Brother especially, as men of dignified behaviour 
and shinfhg qualities ; but as to their Hundred-and-thiity French 
Lords and other Valetry, these by their extravagances and ex- 
cesses {AttssdhwHfungen) made themselves extremely detest- 
able, it would appear.^" 


CHAPTER XIL 

SORROWS OV ins BRITANNIC MAJtSiV. 

George M. did not hear of Mollwitz for above a fortnight 
after it fell out ; but he had no need of Mollwitz to kindle his 
wrath or his activity in that matter.^ George 11. had seen, all 
along, with natural manifold aversion and indignation, these 
high attempts of his Nephew. **\Vho is this new little King, 
that will not let himself be snubbed, and laughed at, and led 
by the nose, as his Father did ; but seems to be taking a road 
of his own, and tacitly defying us all ? A very high conduct 
indeed, for a Sovereign of that magnitude. Aspires seemingly 
to be the leader among German Princes ; to reduce Hanover 
and us, — us, with the gold of England in our breeches-pocket, 
— to the second place ? A reverend old Bishop of Lidgc, twitched 
by the rochet, and shaken hither and thither, like a reverend 
old clothes-screen, till he agree to stand still and conform. And 
now a Silesia seized upon ; a Pragmatic Sanction kicked to the 
winds : the whole world to be turned topsyturvy, and Hanover 
and us, with our breeches-pocket, reduced to- ?" 

The emotions, theprogncftticatings,and distracted procedures 
of his Britannic Majesty, of which we have ourselves seen some- 
what, in this fermentation of the elements, ^re copiously set 
down for us by ihe Englis^ Dryasdust (mostly in unintelligible 
form) : but, except for sane purpoies, one must be careful not 
to dwell on them, to the sorrow of readers. Seldom was there 
sifeh a feat of Somnambulism, as that by the English and their 

* Voa Loea, K^ne ScAn/U'fi (cited in Adelung, ii. 400), 
n BucnIiol7, ii, 54; in Adcltin^, it 3$8a., a French on the subject, of 

sufheient emphnots. 

* MoUwitic fitst heard of in London April asth (t4th), Subsidy of 300,000/ voted 
iome day. Loiidoft^azeit^ (April iith'i4th, 1741), Commons journals^ xxhi. 705. 
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King in the next Twenty Years. To extract the particle of 
sanity from it, and see how the poor English did get their own 
errand done withal, and Jenkins’s Ear avenged, — that is the 
one interesting point; Dryasdust and the Nightmares shall, to 
all time, be welcome to the others. Here are some Excerpts, 
a select few ; which will perhaps be our readiest ekpedient. 
These do, under certain main aspects, shadow forth the intri- 
cate posture of King George and his Nation, when Bellcisle, 
as Protagonistes or Chief Bully, stept down into the ring, in 
that manner; asking, " Is there an Antagonistes, then, Chief 
Defender?” I will label them, number them; and, with the 
minimum of needful commentary, leave them to imaginative 
readers. o 

No. I. Snalch of Parliamentary Eloquence Mr. Vincr 
(19th April 1741). 

'rijc fuliginous explosions, nioie or less volcanic, which went on in 
Parliament and in Imghsh society, again Filed licb’s Silesian iCnter- 
prise, for long years fiom this date, are now all dead and avoidable, — 
though they have left iheir eflects among us to this day. Peihaps 
readers would lihc to see the one icasonahle word I have falh n m with, 
of oppodte tendency; Mi. Vmer’s word, at the first starting of that 
question; plainly sensible word, which, had it been attended to (as it 
was not), might have saved us so much nonsense, not of idle talk only, 
but of extremely seiious deed wduch ensued thereupon! 

Lomlon^ if)ih A/nl 1741. 'Ihis day’ (MoUwiU not yet known, 
Camp of Gottin too well known!), ‘King Geoigc, in his own high 

* ])Ctson, comes down to the House of Lords, — which, like the Other 
‘ House, is sunk painfully in Walpole Controversies, bpanish-War 
‘ Controversies, of a mcicly domcsl’o nature; — and informs both Hon- 
‘ ourable Houses, with extreme caution, naming nobody, That he much 

* wishes they wmild think of hcljiing him in these alarming eircuiU'jtanccs 
‘ of the Celestial Balance, leady apparently to go heels uppermost. To 
‘ which the general answer is, “Ves, s^f^■elyl” — with a vote of 300,000/. 

* for her Ilungaiian Majesty, a few days hence. From those continents 
‘ of Parliamentary J.ufa, now fallen so waste and mournful, here is one 

* little piece which ought to be extricated into dayli^t : 

^ Mr Finer (on his legs) : ** ^ “If I^mistake not the true intention 
‘ of the Address proposed,” in* answ^er to his Majesty’s mo.st gracious 
‘ Speech from the Throne^ “we are invited to declare that we will 
‘ oppose the King of Prussia in bis attempts upon Silesia ; a dcclafii- 
‘ tion in which 1 see not how any man can concur ’i/Jio bnms not the 

* nature of liis Prussian Majesty^s Claim, and the Laws of the German 
‘ Empire” {nor do 7 , Mr. V,)\ “It ought therefore, Sir, to have been 

* the first endeavour of those by whom this Address 1 as been so zeal- 
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‘ ouslysuypoited, to show that liis Pnissian Majesty's^him, so publicly 
‘ explain etl” {by Ivanzler Lwiwi^, of %uho^ U seems ^ has staggered 
‘ or conviiucd Vi‘ner\ “so fiimly urged and so stiongly siipixiited, 

* is imthotU foundation and reason, and only one of Ihose imaginary 

* tides 'whicli Amliition may always find to the dommious of another.” 

' (Ilear^ iJ/?, Vinerty^- * * 

A most indispensable thing, suiely. Whicli was never done, nor 
can e\ei tie done; but was assumed as cilhu nnnecc-tsaiy 01 else done 
of Its o\Mi a< Loid, by that Colhi-Live Wisdom of 1 ngbmd (with a sage 
Geoige 11. atdlic head of it); who plunged into Dcttingen, Fontonoy, 
Anstuan Subsidies, Aix la-Chapelle, and foundation of tnc Englidi 
Nation^ Dtbt, among othei stiauge lhing>,, m con f'c[uen('e' — 

Upon that of Kanzler Ludwig, and the “ so public Expla- 
nation” (which we slightly heard of long since), here is another 
Noje, — unless rcadus prefer to skip it- 

‘"Dial the yijilomitic and Political world is innvtissillv m travail 

* at this time, no k idei need be told ; Europe evtiywheo in dim anxiety, 

' heavy UuUn expectation (which to us Ins fallen so lacani); looking 

* tow aids iiievitiblo (hinges and the huge mane. Ail m tinvail and 
^ alicad) uticimg piintul 'M^mloslocs, ]\itents, J^eductions, and other 
‘ public tiavail diruL of that kind. Puutul ; not to ^];cak of the un- 
^ punted, ot the oral vv Inch ^ amdied on the spot; 01 even of the written 
‘ W'hich weic diet forth by iiieathlc'-s estafettes and unhappily did not 

* vanish, but lie lu archive still humming upon us, “ Won’t you tend 

* me, tlicti.**” — Alas, except on compulsion. No! Life bang pieaons 
‘ (and time, which is the stuff of life), No! — 

^ At Reinsberg a'^ elsewhere, at Reinsberg fust of all, it had been 
‘ felt, in Ottobei last, that ihtie would be Manifestoes iiculcd; loained 
‘ Proof, the muie iiiefragablc the betlci, of oui Right lo Silesia. It 
' was settled thae, Let Ludwig, K.mdci of thejbnveisity ot Jlalle, do 
‘ it.’ (llerr Knizlei Ludwig, monster of Antupiarian, Legal and other 
Learning there: wealthy, too. and closc^isted; whom we have seen 
obliged to open his closed fist, and to^do building in the Friedrich 
Strasse, befoie now; Niissler, his son-m-Law', having no money; — as 
careless readeis have perhaps foigottcn?) ‘Linhvig set about his new 
‘ task with a proud joy. Ludwig "knows that story, if he know anything. 

‘ Long years ago he put forth a Chaptei upon it; weighty Chapter; in 

* a Book of weight, said Judges ; — Book w eigliiiig, pounds avoirdii- 

* pois andothcTwijj^, none of us now knows what ;■* — but, maftei years, 

^ Tindal, xx. 491, gives die Royar^eech in a very slobbery coiiduioii), see 
also Coxc, House of A ustrta^ lii. 365 Viner's Fragment of a Speech is» m Ihackeray, 
Life oj Chathant, i. 87. 

^lule of thL weighty Performance (see Preuss, Thronh'^iet^ing^ p 433) is, o»* 
was (bize not aiven), Cennania Princefs (Haise, 1703), Pieuss s.iy!> farther, ‘That 
‘ Book 11 c 3 handles the Prussian claims; Jhgemdorf bema$i3> Liegnitz, ^14, (>>- 
* ‘ pain and Ratibor, ^16 .—and that Ludwig had sent a Copy 01 this Argument' (weighty 
Performance altogether? Or Book ii. c. 3 of it, which would have had a better chance?) 

* t6 King Friedrich, on the death of Kmser Karl VI.’ 
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* it used to be ?5:id by flatterers of the Kanzler, ** Ilerj* K^nzler, see 
' the effect of Learning, ?t was you, it was your weighty book, that 
‘ caused all this World-tumult, and flung the Nations into one another's 

* hair!’’ Upon which the, old Kanzler would blush : You do me too 

* much honour !” 

^ Ludwig, directly on order given, gathered out his docunaents again, 

* in the King’s name this time ; and promised something \j 5 eighty by 

* New-year’s day at latest.* Doubtless to the joy of Niissler, who has 
still no regular appointment, though -wxll deserving one. * And sure 
' enough, on January 7 th, at Berlin, three languages,’* I..ud wig’s 

* Deduction had come out ; an eager Public waiting for it :* — and at 
‘ Berlin it was generally ihought to be conclusive. I havC leaked into 
' Ludwig’s Deduction, stern duty urging, in this instance for one : such 
‘ portions as I read are nothing like so stupid as was expected ; and, in 
‘ fact, are not to bo called stupid at all. but fit for their purpose, and 

* moderately intelligible to those who need them,' — which happily we 

do not in this place. ' - 

Judicious Mr. Viner availed nothing against the Proposed 
Address; any more than he would against the Atlantic Tide, 
coming-in unanimous, under influence of the Moon itself, — a.s 
indeed this Address, and the triumphant Subsidy which was 
voted in the rear of it, may be said to have done.^ Subsidy 
of 300,000/. to her Hungarian Majesty ; which, with the 
200,000/. already gone that road, makes a handsome Half- 
million for the present Year. The first gush of the Britannic 
Fountain, — which flowed like an Amalthca’s Horn for seven 
years to come ; refreshing Austria, and all thirsty Pragmatic 
Nations, to defend the Keystone of this Universe. Unluckily 
every guinea of it wfcnt, at the same time, to encourage Austria 
in scorning King Friedrich’s offers to it; which perhaps are 
just offers, thinks Mr. Viner; which once listened to, Prag- 
matic Sanction would be safe.® 

This Parliament is strong for J*ragmatic Sanction, and has 
high resentments against Walpole ; in both which points the 
New Parliament, just getting elected, wijl rival and surpass it, 

♦ Title is, ^echisgpgyUndetes Ei^n.lhnmt^'Ci the Latin cop?,*s, Patriinonium, and 
ProprUtiJond^e en Droit in the Fr^chcopiesy% 5 ?j<Sr»£:.,--'that is to say, LogalRt^Ht 
oJProj^rty in Ute Royal-Electoral Nonse of Brandenburg to tJu Duchies and Prin- 
cipamUs qf ydgerudorf Diegnitz, Brieg, Wohlau (Berlin, 7th January 1741). 

5 Coxe, iii. 265. 

® Mr. Viner was of Pupham, or Pnpholm, in Lincolnshire, for which County he 
sat then, and for many years before and after,— from about ^7 13 till 1761, when he 
died. A solid, instructed man, his contempor.'iHes. ‘'He was a fnend of Boling- 
broke’^, and had a house near Bolingbroke's Battersea one.” He is Great great- 
grandfather to the present Mr. Viner, and to the Countei>s de Grey and Ripon ; which 
M an interesting litue fact. 
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especially m the latter point, that of uprooUpg Walpole, 
which the Nation is bent on, with a singular fury. Pragmatic 
Sanction like to be ruined , and Walpole furiously thrown out 
what a pair of sorrows for poor George ! During his late Caro- 
line's time, all went peaceably, and that of “governing was a 
mere pleasure, Walpole and Caioline cunningly doing that for 
him, and making him believe he was doing it But now has 
come the crisis, the collapse , and his poor Majesty left alone 
to deal with itT — 


No Constitutional Hi^totian on the Phenomenon of 
Walpole 2/1 hn inland 

'F#r abo\e Ten Years Walpolt hiirself,* Siiys ny Coii-,litiilional 
Historian (unpubh^icd), ‘for almost Twenty Years, Walpole virtually 
‘ and through others, has what they call “govcined” England , that is 
^ to say, has adjusted the conflicting Parliamentary Chaos into counter 
‘ poise, by what methods he had and allowed England, with Walpole 
‘ atop, to jumble whithci it \\ '^i^ld md could Of ciooked things made 
' straight by Walpole ofliercic i^rfonnancc or intention, legislative 

* or vdmmistiative, by Walpole, n >1 dy ocr heard, never of the least 

* hondbieadlh gamed from the Night Realm m England, on Walpole’s 

* part enough if he could manigc to keep the Parish Constable walk 
‘ mg, and himself float atop W hicli task (though intrinsically zero for 

* the Community, but all important to the W' alpole, of Constitutional 
‘ Countries) is a task almost hc)ond the faculty of man, if the careless 
‘ reader knew it ’ 

'This task Walpole did, — m i sturdy, deep bellied, loig headed, 

* John Bull fashion, not uniiorthy of itcognition , A man of \eiy for 

' cible natural eyesight, strong natiual heart, — courage 111 him to all 
' lengths, a very block of oak, or of oak root, for natural sticngth He 
'was always very quiet with it, too , given to digest his victuals, and 

* be peaceable with everybody lie had one rule, that stood in place 

* of many lo keep out of every business which it wa^ possible for 
' human wisiiom to stave aside What good will you get of going 
‘ into that? Parliamentary cnticism, argument and botheration? Leave 
' well alone And even leave ill alone — ate you tlj,p tradesman to 
' tinker leaky vessels^m England? You will nbt want for woik Mind 
' your pudding, and say little^”* At honj^ and abroad, that was the 
' safe secret For, m Foreign Politics, his rule was analogous “ Almd 
' your own affairs. You are an Island, you can do without Foieign 

* PoliRcs , Peace, keep Peace with everybody : what, in the Devil’s 
' name, have you to Mo with those dog worryings over Seas? Once 
' more, mind ycur pudding Not so hod a rule , indeed it is the better 
' part of an extiemely good one , — and you might reckon it the real 
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* nil6 for a pi<ms Bntanmc Island {rev€rent of (lod, and oont^«uptuotli5 
‘ tli€ Devil) m times of^generaJ Dovvnbreak and Spintuaf 

* when quarrellings ot Sovereigns are^ apt to be mere dog*wrOrryil^ afed 

* Devil’s woilv, not good to interfere in 

‘ In this manner, Walpole, by solid John Bull faculty (and methods 
‘ ol his own), had balanced the Parliamentary swaggings and dd$hin||ts, 

* for a great while , and Fnghnd had lumbled whither it could, aliyays 
‘ in a stupid, but lUo in a peaceable way As to those saAe “methods 

* of Ui^ own,” the> were — in fact they were Bnbeiy Actual purchase 

* of votes by mone> slipt into the hand Go straight to the pptftt 

* “ The diiect leal method this,” thinks Walpole : “is there m reality 
‘ any othei? ’ A terrible question to Constitutional Countries; which* 

^ I heai, has never bten resolvetl in the negative, by the Saodem im+ 

* provements of science Changes of form have introduced themselves; 

* the oiitw ml pioccss, 1 hear, is now quite different According as the 

* fashions and conditions alter, — according as you have a fourth Estate 

* developed, oi al ourth 1 5.tatf still m the grub stage and only develop- 

* ing, — much vaiiation of outward piocess is loneeivablc 

* But\ot(uS, undei pain of Death Oificial, are necessary to your poor 

* Walpole and votes, 1 hear, are still bidden for, and bought You 

* may buy them b) money down (which is felony, and theft simple, 

* against tin poor Nation) , or b> pieiermints and appointments of the 

* unmeiitouous nian, — which is felon j double distilled (far deadlier, 
‘though moie refined), and theft most compound, theft, not of the 

* poor Nation’s money, but of its soul and body so fa^', and of a/I its- 
‘ moneys and tempoial and spiritual interests whatsoever, theft, you 

* may say, of collops cut fiom its side, and poi'on put into its heart, 

* poor Nation ’ Oi again, von may buy, not of the Third P-state in 

* such ways, but of the I ourth, oi of the Fourth and Third together, 

* in other still muie felonious and de'-dly, though lefmed ways. By 
‘doing elaptraps, namely, lettiny off Pailiamentary blue lights, to 

* awaken the Sleeping Swinene-., and charm them into diapason for 

* yon, — ^what a music ’ Or, v ithout cl mtrap or previous felony ofyottr 
‘ own, you may feloniously, in the pinch of things, make truce with 
*• the evident Demagogos, and Son of Nox and of Perdition, who Jms 

* got “within those walls” of yours, and is grown important to yott by 
‘ the Awakened Swineries, risen ifito alt, that follow him Htm you 

* may, in your dire hunger of voles, consent to comply with; his 

* Anarchic® you will pass for him into “Laws,’* as you are pleased to 

* term them ;~instead of pointing to the whipping -post, and to his 
‘ wicked long ears, w Inch ere so fitc^o be nmlea there, and of sternly 
‘ recommending silence, wfech were the salutary thing -—Buying may 

* be done m a great variety of ways. The question, How you buy? ^ 

* not, on the moral side, an important one. Nay, as there is beauty 
‘ m going straight to the pomt, and by that oouice there is hjcely to he 

* the minimum of mendacity for yon, perhaps the direct moUey-method 

* is a shade less damnable than any of tho others 5^60 dtscotet^^ 
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* while, in r^ard to practical damage resulting, it is of cfiildliKc liann- 
‘ lessness in comparison I 

‘That was Walpole’s method; with this to aid his great natural 
‘ faculty, long-headed, deep-bellied, suitable to the ICnglish I’arhauicnl 
‘and Nation, he went along with perfect success for ten or tuciily 
‘ years, i^id it might liave lieen for longer, — had nut the English 
‘ Nation ac\dentally come to wish, that it should f<v7r^’ jumbling w 
‘ whither; and try to jumble ifwewhithei, at least for a little while, on 
‘ important busijiess that bad liscn for Ejigland in a certain quarter. 

‘ Had it not been for Jenkins’s Ear Mazing out in the «J'uk J^nglisli 
‘ brain, Walpole might ha\c lasted still a long while, Ihit his fate lay 
‘ there : — fflc first business vital to England which might turn up ; and 
‘ this chanced to be the Spanish War. How vital, rcadcis shall see 
‘ anon. Wal])ole, knowing well enough in what state liis W.'>* ;q>paratus 
‘ was, ^nd that of all his Apparatuses there was none in a working 
‘ state, but the I’arliamenlary one, — resisted the Spanish War; stood 
‘ in the dooi agaiiftt it, wiili a rhinoceros dclermuiation, n.ty almost 
‘ .somctliing of a nuistifl'’s; res<)lute not to a<lnut it, to admit death as 
‘ soon. DoLildless he had a feeling it would be death, the sagacious 
‘man; — and such it i'' now proving; the Walpole Minislry <lyi ng by 
‘ inches fiom it; d3dng liaid, bifi inemediably. 

‘ The Isnglish Nation nas iimneusely astonislicd, which Walpole was 
‘ itot, any more than at the other Laws of Nature, to find Wal[H:)le’s 
‘ War-apparatus in sucli a condition. All his Appaialuses, Walpole 
‘ guesses, arc in no better, if it be not the Parliamentary one. 'I'hc 
‘ Plnglish Nation is immensely a.stonishcd, wb’cli W.alpolc again is not, 

‘ to find that his Parliamentary Apparatus has been kept in gear and 
‘ .smooth-going by the uso of ot 7 : “ Miiaciiloiis .Scandal of Scandals !” 
‘ thinks the English Nation. “ Miiacle ? Law of Nature, you fools !’’ 
‘ thinks Walpole. And in fact there is such a sLonn roaring in P.ng- 
‘ land, in those and in the late and the coming iSonths, as threatens 
‘ to be dangerous to higli loofs, — dangerous to Walpole’s head at one 
‘ time. Storm such as had not beim witnessed in men’s memory; all 
‘ manner of Counties and Constituencies, witlfsolenm indignation, charg- 
‘ ing their representatives to search into that miraculous Scandal of 

* Scandals, Law of Nature, or wlialevcr it may be; and abate the 
‘ same, at their peril. 

‘ "I'o the now reader there is something almost pathetic in these 
‘ soleirth indignations, and high rc.solves to have Puritf of Parliament 
‘ and thorough AfUnitfislralive ]\.tj:)r]u, in spite of Nature and the (.'on- 
‘ stitutional Stars; — and nothing t have mil with, not even the I’lii:.- 
‘ sian Dryasdust, is so unsuffcrably wearisome, or can pretend to equal 
‘ in dflf th of dull inanity, to ingenuous living readers, our jioor ling- 
‘ lish Dryasdust’s intcjpninablc, often-repeated Narratives, volume after 
‘ volume, of the debatings and colleaguings, the los.sings and tumults, 

* fruitless and endless^ in Nation and National Palaver, which ensued 

VOL. IV. T 
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‘ thereupon. *^Valpole fin about a year hence), tliougliuhe stuck to 

* the ground like a rhinoceros, -was got lolled out, And a Successor, 

* and series of Succes&ois, in the bright bnind-ncw state, was got rolled 
‘ in ; with immense shouting from mankind : — ^but up to this date we 
‘ have no reason to believe that the I-aws of Nature were got abrogated 

* on that occuNion, or that the constitutional stars have niuch altered 

‘ their courses since.’ f 

That Walpole will probably be lost, goes much home to 
the Royal bosom, in these troublous Spring months of 1741, 
as it has done and will do. And here, emerging from the 
Spanish Main just now, is a second sorrow, which wght quite 
transfix the Royal bosom, and drive Majesty itself to despair ; 
awakening such insoluble questions, — furnishing such proof, 
that Walpole and a good few other persons (persons, aiyi also 
things, and ideas and practices, deep-rooted in the Counlr}’^) 
stand much in need of being lost, if England is to go a good 
road t 

The Spanish War being of moment to us here, we will let 
our Constitutional Historian explain, in his own dialect, How 
it was so vital to England ; and shall even subjoin what he 
gives as History of it, such being so admirably succinct, for 
one quality. 

No. 3. 0 /ihe Sfanish Waf\ or the Jenkins' s-Ear Question, 

‘ There was leal cause for a War with Spain. It is one of the few 

* cases, this, of a war fiom necessity. Spain, by Decree of the Pope, 

‘ — some Pope long ago, who^c name v e will not remember, in solemn 

* Conclave, drawing accurately “his Meridian Line,” on I know not 
‘ what Telluric or Uranic pimciples, no doubt with great accuracy, 

* between Portugal and Spain,” — was proprietor of all those Seas 

* and Continents. And nosv ICngland, in the interim, by Decree of the 
‘ Eternal Destinies, had cleaily couie to have property there, too; and 

* to be practic.'illy much concerned in that theoretic question of the 

* Pope’s Mei id lan. There w no icconcihng of theory with fact. ‘ *Our.s 
‘indisputably,” sai-J Spain, with loud articulate voice; “Holiness 

* the Pope moCe it oui^”’ — while fact and the Ijaiglish, by Decree of 
‘ tire Etennl Destinies, had been guii^\bling inartitulately the other way, 
‘ for almost Two TlumUcd^’cars past, and no result had. 

‘ In Oliver C»omwcll’s time, it used to be said, “ With Spain, in 
‘ Europe, there may be peace or war; but between the Tropics fe is al- 
‘ ways war,” A state of things Well recognised Oliver, and acted on, 

7 Febniary ijtb (jU), 1742, quittiuc tbe House after bad usage there, said ho 
would never enter jt agaiii, nor did: Febiuary aad, resigned in favour of Pidtency 
and Company (Tindal, xx. sjo: Thackeray, i. 45). 
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'•* according to liis opportunities. No settlement wasHjad in diverts 
‘ brief time; nor could any be got since, whfn it was becoming yearly 

* more pressing. liucaniers, desperate naval gentlemen living on boucan^ 

* or Imng beef; who are also called Flibustiors {FLibAiitrs^ “ Frce- 

* boolers/* in French pronunciation, which is since grown strangely into 
‘ Filibusters^ Fillibustier'», and other mad iorins, in the Yankee News- 
‘ papers n^v cunent): readers have licanl ot ti)ose dumb methods ot 
'protest, ^iimb and furioub; which could bring no settlement; but 
‘ which did astonish the Ft)pe s Decree, slasliing it with cutlasses and 
‘ sea -cannon, in. that manner, and ciicuitously foi warded a settle- 
‘ ment. Settlement was bociiming yearly more needful : and, ever since 
‘ the Treaty of Utrecht CNpecially, Ihete hail been an incessant haggle 

* going on, to produce one; without the Itasl efiecL hitherto. What 
‘ embassy mg'-, bargainings, baignin-breakings; what gallo[nng ot csta- 
‘ fettes; acics of diplomatic j^aper, now fallen to the spi Ici ,, who always 
‘ privately were the real owners! Not in the Treaty of Utrecht, not 
' in the Congressij^ of ('nmbray, of Sois'^ons, Convention of Taido, by 
‘ Ripperda, Horace Walpole, or the wagging of wigs, could this mat- 
' ter be settled at all. Near two hundud yeais of chronic misery;-— 

‘ and had theie been, nndei iny of those wigs, a Head capable ofread- 
' ing the Heavenly te% ^vith lu\ut Cwi]iable of following them, 

' the misoiy might have bei n brieily (fuled, ijy a direct method. With 
' what immense saving in all kind , comtnieil with the oblique method 

* gone upon ! In quantity of bloodshed needed, of money, of idle talk 
' and estafettes, not to speak of higher ronsideralions, the saving had 
‘ been mcalculalilc. Foi it was England’s one Clause ot War during 
‘ the Cenliuy we are now upon; and poor lCng\md’s cour'iC, when at 
' last driven into it, went .nnbiguouriy circling round the whole Uni- 
‘ verse, instead of straight to the mark. Had Oliver Cromwell lived 
‘ ten years longer; — liut Oliver Cromwell did not live; and, instead of 

* Heroic 1 leads, lliere came in Constitutional Wigs.which makes a great 

* difference. 

‘The pretensions of Spam to keep I falf the Woild locked -up in 
‘ embargo were entirely chimerical ; plainly contradictory to the Laws 
‘ ol Nature; and no amount ut IVqie’s DomiUou Acts, or Ceremonial 
‘ in Kota or Propaganda, could redeem tiiem from unlenability, in the 
‘ modern days. To lie like a dog^iu the manger over South America, 

‘ and say snarling, “None of you shall trade here, though I cannot!” 

* — whnt Pope oi^'hody of Popes lan sanction such a pjjoccdurc? Had 
‘ Engfand hml a Head, instead of Wigs, amid its diplomatists, England, 
‘ as the chiel party iRlerested, wtuld have Jong since intimated gently 
‘ to such dog in the manger; “ Dog, will you be so obliging as rise! 
‘ 1 am grieved to say, we shall have to do nnpleasant things t>rherv\ise. 
‘ I)o^ have doors fur their hutches; but to pietenrl barring the Tropic 

* ot Cancer, — that isatoo big a floor for any dog. ('an nobody but you 
‘ have business here, then, which is not displeasing to the rods? We 

* bid you rise I” And in this mode there is no doubt the dog, bark and 
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* bite as he m^t, would^have ended by rising; not only JJngland, but ‘ 

* all the Universe being against him. And furthermore, I compute 

* with certainty, the quantity of fighting needed to obtain such result 
‘ would, by this mode, have been a mininmin. The clear right being 

* there, and now also the clear might, why take refuge in diplomatic 

* wiggerics, in Absieiilo Ireatics, and Arrangements which are not ana- 
‘ logons to the facts; which arc but wigged mendacities, thjj^efoie; and 
‘ will but aggravate in ipiaiUity and in quality the fighting yet needed? 

' Fighting is but (as has been avcU said) a battering-out of the monda- 
‘ cities, pretences, and imaginary elements : well battered-out, these, 

* like dust un«l clmff, lly ton'cntwisc along the winds, and darken all 
‘ the sky; but these ome gone, there remain the facts and tlii''ir visible 

* relation to one another, and peace is sure. 

* The Assiento Treaty being fixed upon, the English ought to have 
‘ kept it. But the English did not, in any measure; nor could pretend 

* to have done. They were entitled to supply Negroes, in siic^i and 

* such number, annually to the Spanish Blantationsr and besides this 

* delightful branch of trade, to have the privilege of selling certain quan- 

* titles of their manufactured articles on those coasts; quantities regu- 
‘ lated briefly by this stipulation, That their Assiento Ship was to be 

* of 600 tons burden, so many iind no^moie. The Assiento ship was 

* duly of 600 ton^ uccordingly, pioini-.e kept faithfully to the eye ; but 

* the Assiento Ship ^^.ls attended and escorted by provision - sloops, 

* small craft said to be of the most indispensable nature to it. Which 

* provision-.sloops, and indispensable small craft, not oidy carried mcr- 

* chandisc as well, but went and came to Jamaica and back, under 
^ various pretexts, with cvci new'^ supplies of merchandise ; converting 

* the Assicido Ship into a Floating Shop, the Tor^ burden and Tons 

* .sale of which set aiithinctic at defiance. Thi*; was the fact, perfectly 

* well known in England, veiled over by mere smuggler pretences, and 
^ obstinately persi.stftl in, so profitable was it. Perfectly well known 

* in Spain also, and to the Spanish Guarda-Costas and Sea-Captains in 

* those parts; who were naturally kept in a perennial state of rage by 

* it, — and dispo.sed to fly, out hito flame upon it, when a bad case 

* turned up ! Such a case that of Jenkins had seemed to them; and their 

* mode of treating it, by Icaring-oflf^r. Jenkins’s Ear, proved to be,-^ 

* bad shall we say, or good ? — intolerable to England’.s thick skin; and 
‘ brought matters to a crisis, in the ways we saw. ' • • • 

t • 

The Jenkinb*s-Ear Question, which the^j looked so mad to 
everybody, how sane hae it novf grown to my Constitutional 
Friend ! In abstruse ludicrous form there lay immense questions 
involved in it ; which were serious enough, certain enough, tltiough 
invisible to everybody. Half the World lay^ hidden in embryo 
under it. Colonial-Empire, whose is it to be ? Shall Half the 
World be England’s, for industrial purposes ; which is inno- 
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cent, laudable, conformable to the MuU?plication-tabIc at least, 
and other plain Laws ? Or shall it be Spain’s for arrogant- 
torpid sham-devotional purposes, contradictory to every Lnw ? 
The incalculable ^'ankee Nation itself, J^henonienon 

(once thought beautifulestj of these Ages, — this loo, little as 
careless readers on cither side of the sea now know it, lay in- 
volved, Shall there be a Yankee Nation, shall there not be ; 
shall the New< World be of Spanish type, shall it be of Eng- 
lish ? Issues which \rc may call immense. Among the then 
extant S»ns of Adam, where was be who could in the faintest 
degree .surmise what issues lay in the Jenkins’s-Ear Qo^stion ? 
And it is curious to consider now, with what fierce dcep-breaihed 
dogggdncss the poor English Nation, drawn iheir instincts, 
hold fast upon and would lake no denial, as if ihty had sur- 
mised and seen. For the instincts pf simple guileless persons 
(liable to be counted stupid, by the unwary) are sometimes of 
prophetic nature, and spiing from the deep places of this Uni- 
verse ! My Constitutioha’ Friend entitles his nc.vt Sec- 

tion Carthagena ; but might more fitly have headed it (for 
such in reality it is, Carthagena proving the evanescent point 
of that sad business), 

Succinct History of the Spanish War, uohUh began in 1739; 
and ended — WImt did it end? 

I®. War, and Forto-Bello {Ninjctnher 1739 — March 1740). — ‘ No- 
‘ vcmber4th, 1739, War was at length (alter alxjverfour-inonthb ob-scure 

* quasi -declaring of it, in the sliajie of Orders in Council, Letters of 

* Marque, and so on) got openly declared ; ‘‘ Herald >> at Anns at the 
‘ usual places” blowing trumpets upon it, apd reading tlie loyal Mani- 
‘ feslo, date of which is five days earlier, “ Kensington, October 30th 

* (19th).” The principal Events that eiiaiic, arrange themselves under 
‘Three Head^, this of Porto -hclfi:» being tlie fint i and (by intense 
‘ smelting) are dateable as follow.s 

'Tiie^ay Evening, ist December 1739, Admiral Vcij^on, our chosen 
‘ Anti- Spaniard, finding, a while ago, that he had missed the A?ogue 
‘ Ships on the Coast of Spain, aflH must tr^r America and the Spanish 
‘ Main, in that view arrives at Porto- Bello. Next day, December zd, 
‘ Vernon attacks Porlo-Bello; attacks certain Castks so-called, with 

* furidts broadsiding, followed by .sealading; gets surrender (on the 3d); 
‘ — seamen have allowance instead of plunder; — ^blows-up what Castles 
‘ there are; and returns to Port Royal in Jamaica. 

® GmtUmari s Ma$[aiiine, ix. 551, x. X94, 142, 144, ^*50; Tindal, 430 ' 3 * 44*. 

&C. • 
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* Never-unagincd joy in England, and fame to Vemon, when the 
' ncwb came ; “ Took it with Six Ships,” cry they; “ the scurvy Mi- 
' uibtry, who had heaid him, in the fire of Tarliainenlai'y debate, say 

* Six, would grant him no more : invincible Vernon !” Nay, next Year, 

‘ I ^ec, “London was illuminated on the Anniversary of Poido- Hello 

* — day settled in permanence as one of the TTigh-tides of tly^Calcndar, 

' it would appear. And “ Vernon’s Birthday” withal, — how touching 
' ib stupidity when loyal! — was celebrated amazingly in all the chief 

* Towms, like a kind of Christmas, when it came round; Nature having 
' deigned to produce such a man, for a poor Nation in difficulties. Tn- 
‘ vincible Veinon, it is thought by Gazetteers, “will look-in Cartha- 
‘ gena .shortly;” much more important Place, where a certain Governor 

* Don Bias has been insolent withal, atid written Vemon letters. 

* 2*'. ]\dimi}mru's to Ca/'tkoQt/ia (March — Novemher 1740).— ^Mon- 

* day 14th March 1740, Vernon did, acconlingly, Itok-in on Cartha- 
' gena;® cast anchor in the shallow waste of surfs there, that Monday; 

* and tried .some bombanling, with bomb-kclehes and the like, from 

* Thursday till Saturday following. Vemon hopes be did hit the Jesuits’ 

* College, South Bastion, C'ustom-hoiH<‘ and other princiiial edifices; 

* but found that there w^as no getting near enough on that seawaid side. 

" Found that you must force the Tnlcrior Haibour, — a big Inland Gulf 
‘ or l^akc, w’bich gudics-in by w’hat they call (Boca-Chica), 

^ and has its Booms, Castles and Defences, which are numerous and 

* strongish; — and that, for this end, you must have Sc\X’n or Eight 

* Thousand Land Forces, as w^ell as an addition of Ships. On Satur- 

* day Elveriing, therefore, Vemon callsdn his bomb' ketches ; sails past, 
‘ examining these things ; and goes forth on other small adventures. 

* For example, — 

‘Sunday 3d Aj^^il 1740, “about 10 .at night,” opens cannonade 

* on Chagrcs (place often enough taken, by cutlass and pistol, in the 
‘ Bucanier limes) ; and, on Tuesday 5th, gets surrender of Chagres : 
‘ “ Custom-house crammed with goods, which we set fire to.” On news 

* of which, there is again, in England, joy over the day of small things. 
‘ The poor English People are set ofi this business of avenging Jenkins’s 
‘ Ear, and of having the Ocean Highway unbarred ; and hope always 
‘ it can be done by the Walpole Apparatuses, which ought to be in 
‘ working ordei, and Are not! “Support this hero, you Walpqle and 

* Company, in his Carthagena views ^ it will be letter for you!” 

‘ Walpole aiifl Company, aware of that fact, do take some trouble 
‘ about it ; and now', may not we .say, PaitUo majora canamus t All 
‘through that Summer 1740’ — W'hile King Friedrich went rushing 
about, lo Stra.sburg, to We'^el; doing his'Herstals and Practicalities, 
with a light high hand, in altno'.t an entertainfhg manner; and in- 
tent, still more, on bis Voltaircs and a Life to the Muses, — ‘ there was, 
‘ in luigland, serious heavy tumult oi activity, secret and public. In 
9 Gentlemafis x. 390 , * 
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‘ the Dockyards, on the Drill-groimds, whaf*a stir: Camp in the Isle 
‘ ol Wight, not to mention Portsmouth and the Sea industries; 6,000 
‘ M.niiu's are to be embarked, as well Land Regiments, — can any- 
M)Ofly gness whither? America itsill'is to tuniish ^‘oiie Regiment, 

‘ with Scotch Oflicers to discipline it,'’ if they tan. 

‘ Ilere^s real haste and effort; but by no means such speed as 

* could be wLhed ; multiplex ronfusions and contradictions occurring, 

* as is usual, wdicn your niachineiy luii, huiI, Nor .no tlvo Gazettceib 
‘ without their guesses, though they study to be discicet. ‘‘ Here is 

* something considerable in the wind; a grand idea, foi ccitain;” — and 
‘ to mcnjjf discernment it points surely loivaids Cailhagcna and heroic 

* Vernon out yonder? Government is dumb altogether; and lays oc 

‘ casionai embargo; trying haid (without success), in the delays that 
‘ occurred, to keep it secret Irom Deal I>bs and others. The r Mitcnnie of 
‘ all ^hich was, 

* 3”. Ca/Aaj^eMi itself {^jVtmemhcr 1740 — April 1741). — On Noicm- 
*• ber 6th, — by no means “July 3d," ns ‘your first (oiul progiam boie; 

* which delay was itself likely to be fatal, unless the Almanac, and 

* course of the 'Iropical hctisoii'i w( uld delay along with you !--we say, 

‘ On Sunday 6th N<wemb(‘i 1*7;^ ’ (Kaiser Karl's Funeral i- <-t over, 
and great thoughts going on at Reinsbcrg), ‘ Ucai-Adiimal Sir Cha- 
‘ loner Ogle', — so many we<k> and months adti the' -.et time, — docs 
‘ sail ironi Si. Helen’ > (guessed, for Carlhageiia); all people sending 
‘ blessings w ith him, Twenty-hvc liig Ships of the l^me, with thice 
‘ HalLReglmcnts on boaid; fneships, bomb ketche^, in abundance; 

* and eighty Transpoits, with 6,000 dulled ’Wainus: a Sea-and*Land 

* Force fit to stienglluii JTe'*o Veiiion with a uilne^s. ind le.dise his 
‘ Carthageiia viewi:. A vciy gieai day at X'uitsmouth and St. Helen’s 
‘ for these Sunday folk.^<^ 

‘Most obscuie among the other item.s in that^Annada ol Sir Gha- 
‘ loner’s, just taking leave ol England; most obscure ol the items then, 

‘ but now most noticeable, or almost alone noticeable, is a young Sur- 
‘ geon’s-Mate, — one Tobias Smollett ; looking over the waters there 
‘ and the fading coasts, not without thoughts. A proud, soft-hc'artcd, 
‘ though somewhat stern-visaged, caustic and indignant young gcnllc- 
‘ man. Apt to be caustic in speech, having soirows of his own under 
‘ lock and key, on tliis and .subsequent occasion^. Flxccllent Tobias; 
" he has, little as lie hopes it, something ronsiderabl# by w^ay 01 inis- 
‘ sion in tliis Expe'lltion, and ig this lJni\erse gcncully. Mission to 
‘ take Portraiture of F.nglish Seamanhood* with the due grinme.s, due 
‘ fidelity; and convey the same to remote generations, before it vanish. 
‘ Courage, iny brave young Tobias; through endless soirows, contra- 

* dictions, toils and conlusions, you will do your errand in some mea- 
< sure; and that wifl be something! — 

at Tindal, xx. 463 {Lists there; date wrong, '31st October/ instead of sCah 
(o. s. -many things wrong, and all things leff loose and flabby, and not right ! As 
IS poor Tindal’s way). • 
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^Five wei!ks before (f9t.h September 1740, which waf also several 

* months beyond time set), there had sailed, strictly hidden by em- 
' bargoes which were little ctTectual, another Expedition, all Naval ; 

‘ intended to be subsidiary to this one: (’innmodorc Anson’s, of Three 

* inconsiderable Ships; Avho is to go round Cape Horn, if he can ; to 

* l)ombard Spanish America from the other side ; and stretcly^ut a hanrl 
‘ to Vernon in his grand Catlhagtna or ulterior views. Tt^ether they 
‘ liny do some execution, if we judge by the old Bucaiiicr and Queen- 
‘ Elizabeth experiences ? Ainoii’s Expedition has become famous in 

* the world, though Vernon got no good of it.’ 

Well! Here truly wiia a Imsiness; not so ill-contrived, Somebody 
of head must have been at tlie ccntie of this: and it mightf ni result, 
have astonished the Spaniard, and tumbled him much topsyturv'y in 
those latitudes, — had the machinery for executing it been well in gear. 
Under Fiiedrich Wilhelm’s captaincy and management, every jj^rson, 
cveiyitem, correct to its time, to its place, to its function, what ti thing! 
Bui with mere Walpole Macliincry: alas, it was ffA too w'ide a Plan 
for Machinery of that kind, habitually out of order, and only used to 
be as correct as — as it could, 'riiose (Mays ilieiiiselvcs, first to Anson, 
then to Ogle, since the 'fropical Almanac would not delay along with 
them, had thrown both Enterprises intf) weather such as albbut meant 
impo.ssibility in those latitudes! Thi was inomediable; — had not been 
rt^mediable, by cllbrls and pushing-, here and there. The best of man- 
agement, as under Anson, coiiUl not get the better of this; w'Oist of 
management, as in the other case, was likely to make a fine thing of 
it ! Let us hasten on : 

'January 20th, 1741, We arrive, through much lough iveather and 
' other confused hard'.hips, at Port Royal in Jamaica ; find Vernon 
' waiting on the slip; the Amciican Regiment toleiably drilled by the 
' Scotch Lieutenants, in full readiness and equipment; a body of Ne- 
' groes superadded, *oy way of pioneer jabourerij fit for those hot cli- 
' mates. One sad loss iheie had been on the voyage hither: Land 
' forces had lost their Commander .and did not find another. General 
' Cathcart had ditxl of sicl^css on the voyage; a Charles l.oid Cath- 
' cart, who was understood to posses:> some knowledge of his business; 
' an<l his Successor, one Wentwortli, did not happen 10 have any. 

' Which WMS reckoned u.ilucky, by the more observant. Vernon, though 
' in haste for (karthagena, is in some anxiety about a pow^erful French 

* Fleet which lAs been mancuiviing in those winters for soine*lime; 

* intent on no good that V enion can ijnaginc. T^^e first thing now is, 

' See into that French Eleet French I'dcet, on our going to look in 
' the proper Island, is found’ tf.> be all off for home; men "mostly 
' starved or otherwise dead,” we hear; so that now, after this lasWihort 
' delay, — To Carthagena with all sail. 

* Wedne-sday Evening 15th March 1741, We anchor in the Playa 
‘ Grande, the waste surfy Shallow which washes Cartliagena seaward; 
' 124 sail of us, big and little. We find Don Blaj in a very prepared 
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^ posture. #Don Bias has been doing his b^t, this tweIVcmonth past; 

* that Boca-Chica [Little- Month) Ingatc, with Ijalterios, 

‘ booms, great ships; and has castles not a few thcr<*a])outs and in llie 

* Interior I^ake or ITarboin ; all which he lias put m tolerable defence, 

‘ .'’O lar as can be judged ; not an inaclive, il .m indolent Don. We 
‘ spend l}(£ncst five days in considenng and .sLn\tyjng these I’crform- 
‘ auces of\s : What is to be done with them ; hon, in the fiiisl place, 

‘ we may force Ijoca-Thica; and get in upon his Interior C'astles and 
‘ him. After considei.ition, and plan fixed: 

‘Monday 2ol'h March, Sir Chaloner, with broadside-), .weeps away 
‘ some small defences which he to left of Boca-Chica’ (to our /e//, to 
I>oca-Chi»i’s if anybody caics to be particiil.ii). ‘Whereupon 

‘ the Troops land, some of them that same evening; and, vMtliin the 
‘next two days, are all ashore, implements, Ncgioes and the re^t; 

‘ building lialteries, felling wood; intent to captine l\>ca“Cliicn C astle, 

‘ .aiid^demolish the War-Ships, Booms, and fry of Fascine and olhcr 
‘ Batteries; and tiierebylo get in upon Don Bias, and have a stroke at 
‘ his Interior (Castles and C'arlhagena itself. Till Apiil 5th, lu'ie are 
‘sixteen days of furious intiicate woik; not ill done; — the physical 
‘ labour itself, ihe liinjdin ’ of balt< ries, ^\ltll Boca-C’hica linin’ on you 
‘ over the woods, i-, scanely d(f\ld bv Iuir()[aMns in that season; and 
‘ the Negroes, who ate able foi ib “ lling down their burdens, and 
‘ scamper, whenevci a gun goes oft. ’ Furioiu figliling, too. there was, 

‘ by seamen and l.mdsiucn; not ill done, coiisideiing circumstances. 

‘ On the sixteenth day, A]>ril ^lh’ (King Fiiedvich hunying from 
the IMoimtains that same day, towards Stcinan, which took fne uith 
him at night), ‘ Boca-Chicn Castle and the inti Late War-Ships, Booms, 

‘ and Castles thcieabouts (Don Bias uinning olfwhen the push became 
‘ intense), arc at last got. So that now', through Boca-Chica, wc enter 
‘ the Interior Harbour or Ifaiboui''. “ Harbouis’’ wdiich are of wide 
‘ extent, and deep emnigh ; being in fact a Cake, or rather Pair of 
‘ Lakes, with Castles {Ca^tilto GrauJcy “Castle Craud,” tlio cliief of 
‘ them), with War-Shij)s sunk oratloat, and mi'.ceJlaneons ohdiuclions: 

‘ beyond all wdiicb, at the farther shore, sonl^ five miles off, C'ailljugena 
‘ itself does at last lie potentially accessible; and w’c hope to get in 
‘ upon Don Bla.s and it. Theic eiibue five days of intrLntc sea-wiwk , 
‘ not imich of broadsiding, mainly tugging -out of sunk War-.Ships, 

‘ and the like, to get alongside of Castle Grand, which is the chief 
‘ obstrMCtion. • 

‘ April loth, Caslic Ciiand it^df is got; nobody found in it vilicn 
‘ we storm. Don Bias and the Spaniards teem uiiich in terror; lairn- 
‘ ing any Ships they still have, near C'arthagcna; as if theic weie no 
‘ chan<f2 now left/ This is the very day of Mollwit^ Battle; near about 
the hour when Schw'^rin broke into field-music, and advanceil wdth 
thunderous glitter against the evening sun I ‘Carthagena Expedition i.s, 
‘ at length, fairly in contact with its Problem, — the question rising, 
“ Do you understand it, then?^' 
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* Up to tWs point, mfetakes of management had beeif made good 
‘ by obstinate energy of execution; clear victory had gone on so far, 

‘ the Capture of Carthngena now seemingly at band. One thing was 

* unloitunate; ‘'the able Mr. Moor” (mciitorious Captain of Foot, who, 

* by accident, had spent some sfudy on his business), “ the one real 
‘ Fngineer we had,” got killed in that Boca-Chica stmggleyFaii end to 
‘poor Moor! So that the Siege ot Cartliagciia will hare to go on 
‘ 'imUiDUt Engineer science hencefoilh. May be important, that, — who 
‘ knows? Another thing was still more palpably important; Sea-Ge- 
‘ neral Vernon had an undisguised contempt for Land-General Went- 
‘ worth. “A mere blockhead, Avhose Brother has a Borough,” thinks 
‘ Vernon (himscll an Opposition Member, of high -sniffing, Siigry, not 
‘ too magnanimous turn) ; — and withdraws now to his Ships; intimat- 
ing: “ Do your Problem, then; I have set you down beside it, which 
‘ was iny part of the aftair!” — ^Let us give the attack of Fort Lazar, 

‘ and end this sad business. 

‘Sunday i6t]i April, Wentworth, once master ^f the Uppeimost 
‘ Lake or Harbour (what the Natives call Sm'^idcro^ or Anchorage 

* Proper), had cliscmbaiked, high up to the light, a good way south of 
‘ Carthagena; meaning to attack thereiiom a certain Fort Lazar, which 
‘ stands on a Hill between Carthagena and him : this Hill and Fort once 

* his, he lias Carthagena under his cannon: Carthagen.i in his pocket, 

‘ as it were. “Fort not to be had without batteries,” thinks Went- 
‘ worth; though the sickly rainy season has set in. “Batteries? Scal- 
‘ ing-ladders, you mean!” answers Vemoii, with undi.sguised contempt. 

‘ For the two are, by this time, almost in open (luarrcl. Wentworth 
‘ starts building batteries, in spite of the rain -del ages; then stops build- 
‘ ing; — decides to do it by scalade, aftei all. And, at two in llie morn- 
‘ ing of this Sunday April i6lh, sets foul), in certain columns, — by 
‘ roads ill-known, with arrangemeu’s that do 7 iot fit like clockwork, — 
‘ to storm said Hill and Fort. The English arc au obstinate people; 
‘ and strenuous execution will somctiines amend defects of plan, — some- 
‘ times not. 

‘ The obstinate Englislf, nothing in them but sullen fire of valour, 

‘ which has to burn 8//;luminous, did, after mistake' on mistake, climb 

* the rocks or heights of I.a^ar IMll, in spite of the world and Don 
‘ Blas^s cannonading; but found, when atop, That Fort Lazar, raining 
‘ cannon-shot, was still divided from them by chasms; that the scaling- 
‘ ladders had nftt come (never did come, owing to indiscipline *some- 

* where), — and that, without wings ol eagles, ^hey could not reach 
‘ Fort Xn^azar at all ! P'or a^out four hours, they struggled with a des- 
‘ perale doggciXnts.s, to overcome the chasms, to wrench aside the Laws 

* of Nature, and do sometliing useful for themselves; patiently, though 
‘ sulkily; regardless of the storm of shot which kjjled 600 of them, the 

* while. At length, finding the Laws of Nature too strong for them, 

* they descended gloomily; “ in gloomy silence” marched home to their 
‘ tents again, — in a humour too deep for words. * 
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‘Yes; and we find they fell sick in mullitudcs, that nlf^ht; and, “in 
' two days more, were reduced fiom 6,645 to 3,200 effective;” Vcriion, 

‘ from the sea, lookini^ cl ivlain tally on: -and il b^'camc evident iluu 

* the bi;^ Piojcet had gone to v\atcr; nnd that nothing would rtinain 
‘ but to u‘iuin straightway to Jamaica, in binknipt comlition. Wliicb 
‘ accord ingl\u as set about. Ami ten <lays hence (Apiil 26th), the final 
‘ pally of tlicm did get on boaid, — punctud to ukc three tents,” their 
‘last lag of bicgc-furniLme, along uilh them; “lest Don bias have 
‘ lio])hic.,” thiiilcs poor VYuitwoitli. And sailed away, with their sad 

* Siege finished in such fashion. Strenuous Siege; which, had the Wav- 
‘ Scicncc^irjeen foolidnies.-;, and the T.rws of Natuw' and the rigours of 
‘ Arilhn'ctic and C/eometiy been stretchable entities, might have suc- 
‘ ceedccl better!’" — 

“Evening of April 26th:” — I perceive it in the very 
hours while Ucllysle arrived in Friedrich’s Camp at Molhvitz ; 
eve of that Siege of Brieg, which Ave saw performing itself with 
piincUial reg<ircl to said Laws and rigours, and issuing in so 
different a manner ! Nothing lliat my Constitutional Historian 
has said ecjuals in pungent cf *rmily tlie matter-of-fad Pi<_ture, 
left by Tobias SmollcU, of the sick and wounded, in the in- 
terim which followed that attempt on h'ort Lazar and the Laws 
of Nature : 

“ for the sick and ivoundcd,” says Tobias, “ they w^erc, next 
“ day, sent on bond o( tiic tnnspoils and \'e'Acls crdlcd hosi>ital'diiprt; 
“ wlicic they king Liishc I in wmt of cveiy nccess.uy comfort and acconi- 
“ modation, d hey wcie d< blule of ^uig-.onN, muses, cooks and pro- 
“ pci piovisiou; tbey\.cu t/cnt up belwtui decks ui ‘•null vessels, where 
“ they had not looin to at Uj;iignt; they viallovi edinu filth; myriads of 
“ maggots Aveie hatched in the piUiciaaioii of their sorc's, which had 
“ no other dres-sing than that of being wadied by themselves with their 
“ own allowance of brandy; ami nolhingw.i^he.iKl but gioant^, lament- 
“ ations and the language ofdesiiair, iiU(jking death to delivei them 
“ from their miseties. What scrvjjd to encourage this despondence, 
“ was the prospect of those pooi wretches Avho had strength and oppor- 
“ tuniiy to look around them ; Ioj there they beheld tlic naked bodies 
“ of tlv:ir fellow-JiOldiois and coniiades tlnating up am^dowm the har- 
“ boui, affording prcjjto the carrion-crov\s and sharks, which tore them 
“ in pieces Avithout iuterriiptioii,*and contwimting by their .stench to 
“ the mortality that pn vailed. 

“ Jhis picture cannot fail to be shocking to the humane leader, 
“ especially when he is informed, that while those miserable objects 
“ pried in vam for as^Hstance, and actually perished for want of proper 
“ attendance, every ship ol war in the fleet could have spared a couple 

u Smollett’s Accoxitit^isceUaneous Works (Edihburgh, 1806), iv. 445-460, is that 
of a highly intelligent Eyewitness, credible and intelligible in every particular. 
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‘ Qfsiu-p;eons for their relfef; and many young gentlemen of mat profession 
‘ solicited their captains in vain for leave to go and administer help to 
‘ i!ie sick ind wounded. The necessities oftlie poor people were well 

• known; the remedy was easy and appareni; but the discord between 
‘ tlic chiefs was indamed to such a degree of diabolical rancour, that 
‘ the one chose rather to see his men peiish than ask hel},vSf the other, 

‘ who disdained to c'fTer his assistance una.^ked, though it might have 

* .saved the lives of his fellow-subjects. ”‘2 

In such an amazing condition is the English Fighting Ap- 
paratus under Walpole, being important for Engiand'iysclf only ; 
while the Talking Apparatus, important for Walpole, is in such 
excellent gearing, so well kept in repair and oil ! Ry Went- 
worth’s blame, who had no knowledge of war; by Vernon^, who 
sat famous on the Opposition side, yet wanted loyalty of mind; 
by one’s blame and another’s, 'whose it is idl(? arguing, here is 
how your Fighting Apparatus performs in the hour when needed. 
Unfortunate General, or General’s Cocked-Hat (a brave heart 
too, they say, though of brain too vacant, too opaque) ; unfor- 
tunate Admiral (much blown away by vanity, ill-nature and 
Pailiamentary wind) ; — doubly unfortunate Nation, that em- 
ploys such to lead its armaments ! How the English Nation 
took it 1 The English Nation has had much of this kind to 
take, first and last; and apparently will yet have. ‘Gloomy 
silence,’ like that of the poor men going home to their tents, 
is our only dialect towards it. 

This is a dreadful busine.s*, this of the wrecked Carlhagena 
Expedition ; such a force of war -munitions in every kind, — 
including the rare kind, human Courage and force of heart, 
only not human Captaincy, the rarest kind, — as could have 
swallowed South America at discretion, had there been Cap- 
tains over it. Has gone blundering down into Orcus and the 
shark’s belly, in that unutterable manner. Might have been 
didactic to England, more than it was ; England’s skin- being 
very thick against lessors of tha^ nature. Might have broken 
the heart of a little Sovereign Gentleman, Curator of England, 
had he gone hypochondriacally into it ; which he w^as far 
from doing, brisk little Gentleman ; looking out elsewhither, 
with those eyes h fleur de tSte, and nothiiig of insoluble ad- 
mitted into the brain that dwelt inside. 

>2 Smollett, ibid. (Anderboa's Edition), W. 4^. 
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What became subsequently of the S^nish we in vain 
inquire of History-Books. The War did not die for many years 
to come, but neither did it publicly live; it disappears at this 
point ; a River Niger, seen once flowing broad enough ; but 
issuing — Docs it issue nowhere, then ? Where does it issue ? 
Except fc\ my Constitutional Historian, still unpublished, I 
should never have known where. — By the time these disastrous 
Carthagena tidings reached England, his Britannic Majesty 
was in Hanover; involved, he, and all his State-doctors, English 
.ind Hanoverian, in awful contemplation on Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion, KaifUr-W ahl, Celestial Balance, and the saving of Nature's 
Keystone, should this still prove possible to human effort and 
contrivance. In which Immincncy of Doomsday itself, the 
small •English-Spanish matter, which the Official people, and 
his Majesty as ij^uch as any, had bitterly disliked, was quite 
lot go, and dropped out of view. Forgotten by Official people; 
left to the dumb English Nation, wEose concern it was, to ad- 
minister as // could, 

Anson, — with his three slops gone to two, gone ultimately 
to one, — is henceforth what Spanish War there officially is. 
Anson could not meet those Vernon -Wentworth gentlemen 
‘from the other side of the Isthmus of Darien,’ the gentlemen, 
with their Enterprise, being already bankrupt and away. An- 
son, with three inconsiderable ships, which rotted gradually 
into one, could not himself settle the Spanish War : but he did, 
on his own score, a series of things, ending in beautiful finis 
of the Acapulco Ship, which were of considit ruble detriment, 
and of highly considerable disgrace, to Spain -and were, and 
are long likely to be, memorable among the Sea-heroisms of 
the world. Giving proof that real Captains, taciturn Sons of 
Anak, are still born in England; and Sea-kings, equal to any 
that were. Luckily, too, he had Some chaplain or ship's-surgeon 
on board, who saw good to write account of that memorable 
Voyage of his; arid did it, in brief, perspicuous tc^s, wise and 
credible: a real Pq^m in its kind, or Romance all Fact; one 
of the pleasantest little Book? in the World’s Library at this 
date. Anson sheds some tincture of heroic beauty over that 
otherviise altogether hideous puddle of mismanagement, plati- 
tude, disaster; and ^vindicates, in a pathetically potential way, 
the honour of his poor Nation a little. 

Apart from Official Anson, the Spanish War fell mainly, 
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we may sayi. into the hands ot — of Mr. Jenkins himself, anCi 
such Friends of his, &t Wapping, Bristol and the Seaports, as 
might be disposed to go privateering. In which course, after 
some crosses at first, and great complaints of losses Spanish 
Privateers, Wapping and Bristol did at length eminently get 
the upper hand ; and thus carried on this Spanydi War (or 
Spanish-French, Spain and France having got intfc one boat), 
for long years coming, in an entirely inarticulate, but by no 
means quite ineffectual manner, — indeed, to the ultimate clear- 
ance ot the Seas from both French and Spaniard, within the 
next twenty years. Readers shall take tliis little ExecS. pi, dated 
Three Years hence, and set it twinkling in the night of their 
imaginations : 

jMoiiday %\st {loth) September 1744. * * ‘ Nothifig is to 

* be seen heie but rejoicings foi the nuniliei of Fr^Mich prizes hi ought 

* into this port. Our Sailors .aie in high spirits, nnd full ot money; 

* and Avhile on shore, spend their whole time m eaiousing, \isUing iluir 

* mistresses, going to plays, soicnnding, ^c., rlies-,cd out with laced 
Miats, to-^sels (su), suoids nilh swojd I'uots, and every other way of 
‘ spending their money. 

Ctirtliagena, Walpole, Viners : here are Sorrows for a Bri- 
tannic Majesty; — nnd these arc nothing like all. But poor 
readers should have some respite ; brief breathing-time, were 
it only to use their pocket-handkerchiefs, and summon new 
courage ! 


CHAPTP:R Xill. 

<s- 

SMALL-WAR: first EMERGENCi^' of zirthkn the hussar 

GENERAL INTO NOTICE. 

After Brieg, FricArif'h undertook nothing military, except 
stiict vigilance of Nedpperg, for a couple of mouths or more. 
Military, especially offensive operations, are not the methods 
just now. Rest on your oars *, see how this seething Ocean of 
Fairopcan Peiitics, and Peace or War, will settle itself irtto cur- 
rents, into set winds; by which v'lf them a ftian may steer, who 
happens to have a fixed port in vicw\ Ncipperg, too, is glad 
to be quiescent; “my Infantry hopelessly inferior,” hc^writes 
to headquarters: “Could not one hire 10,000 Saxons, think 
you,” — or do several other chimerical thihgs, for help ? £x- 

Extract of a Letter from Bristol, ia GetUlemm*s Magaiuie^ xiv. 504. 
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^xcpt wilh his Pandour people, working what misthicf they can, 
Neippcrg floes nothing. But this Hungarian rabble is exten- 
sively industrious, scouring the country far and wide ; and gives 
a great deal of trouble both to Friedrich and the peaceable in- 
habitants. So that there is plenty of Small War alw<iys going 
on ; — noti^mentionable here, any passage of it, except perhaps 
one, at a ^lace called Rothschloss ; which concerns a remark- 
able Prussian Hussar Major, their famed Zietlicn, and is still 
remembered by the Prussian public. 

We have heard of Captain, now Major Ziethen, how Fried- 
rich Wiihtdm sent him to the Rhine Campaign, six years ago, 
to learn the Hussar Art from the Austrians there. One Ba- 
ronay {Baroniay^ or even Baranyai, as others write him), an 
excellpnt hand, taught him the Art ; — and how well he has 
learned, Baronav now sadly experiences. The Affair of Roth- 
schloss (in abridged form) befell as follows : 

* In these Small-War businesses, Raron.iy, Austrian ^Major-General 

* of Hussars, had been excei'diugly mischievous hilheifu. I» was hut 
‘ the other day, a Prussian Kgulu j nty had to go out upoii him, just 
‘in time; and to n’-wrciich *Si\ly caitloads of meal,” wrenched by 
‘him from suffering imlividuals; willi which he was making off to 
‘ Neisse, when the Prussians* (from their Camp of Mollwitz, wdicie 
they still are) ‘ came in sigltt. 

‘ And now again (May i6th) news is, That Baronay, and 1,400 Htis- 
‘ sars with him, has another condderable set of meal carls, — iu the 
‘ Village of Rothschloss, about twenty miles southward, Frankenstein 
‘ way; and means to match with them Neissc-wanl tomonow. Two 

* iiiaichcs or so will bung him home; if Prussian djigence prevent iu>l, 

‘ “Go iiutaiUly,” utders Friedrich, — ap])oinl]ng )Ahnterleld to do it: 

‘ Wmterfeld with 300 dragoons, wilh Zielhcn and Tliissais to the amount 
‘ of 600 ; which is more than one to two of Austrians. 

‘ Winterfeld and Ziethen march that same day ; arc in the neigh- 
‘ bourhood of Rothschloss by nigditfall ; and take their measures, — 
‘ block tlie road to Neisse, and do ^her necessary things. And go in 
‘ upon Barouay next morning, at the due rate, ficiy men both of them; 
‘sweep poor Baronay away, minm the meal; who finds even his 
‘ r<rn(l ♦docked (bridge blasting into cannon-shot upon him, at one 
‘point), instead ofbfldge a strcmi, or slo^ cuirent of quagmiie for 
‘ him, — and is in inmiinent hazard. Zicthen’s behaviour w^ts sujicrla- 

, ‘live (details of it unintelligible off the ground); and Baronay lied 
‘ totally in wreck; — ^liis owm horse shot, and at the moment no other 
‘ to be had; swam thj quagmiie, or swashed through it, “ by help of 
‘ a-trec and had a near miss of capture. Recovering himself on the 
‘ other side, Baronay, we can fancy, gave a grin of various expression, 
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* as lie into*^sad(lle again : ‘*The arrow so near killing \yas feathered 
‘from one’s own iving, too!” — And indeed, a day or two aftei, lie 
‘ wrote Zictheii a handsome Letter to that effect.’^ 

Ziethen, for minor good feats, had been made Lieutenant- 
Colonel, the very day he marched ; his Commission dates May 
i6lh, 1741 ; and on the morrow he handsels it in this pretty 
manner. He is now forty -two ; much held dowrf hitherto ; 
being a man of inarticulate tmn, hot and abrupt in his ways, 
— liable always to multifarious obstruction, and unjust contra- 
diction from his fellowicreatures. But Winterfcld’s report on 
this occasion was emphatic ; and Ziethen shoots ra\tj(lly up 
henceforth; Colonel within the year, General in 1744; and 
more and more esteemed by Friedrich during their subsequent 
long life together. 

Though perhaps the two most opposite men in Nature, and 
standing so far apart, they fully recognised one another in their 
several spheres. For Ziethen too had good eyesight, tliough 
in abstruse sort: — rugged simple son of the mooi Linds; nour- 
ished, body and soul, on orthodox frugal oatmccd (so to speak), 
with n large sprinkling of fne and iron thrown m ! A man 
born poor : son of some poor Squirclet in the Kuppin Country ; 
— ‘used to walk five miles into Ruf)pin on Saturday nights,' 
in early life, ‘ and have his hair done into club, which had to 
‘ last him till the week following.’^ A big-headed, thick-lipped, 
decidedly ugly little man. And yet so beautiful in his ugliness : 
wise, resolute, true, with a dash of high uncomplaining sorrow 
in him ; — not tho ‘ bleached nigger' at all, as Print-Collectors 
sometimes call him! No; but (on those oatmeal terms) the 
Socrates-Odysscus, the valiant pious Stoic, and much-enduring 
man. One of the best Hussar Captains ever built. By degrees 
King Friedrich and he grew to be, — with considerable tiffs 
now and then, and intervals of gloom and eclipse, — what we 
might call sworn friends. On which and on general grounds, 
Ziethen has Ijecomc, like Friedrich himself, a kind of mythical 
person with the soldiery and common people ; more of a demi- 
god than any other of rvicdrichs Captains. 

Friedrich is always eagerly in quest of men like Ziethen ; 

* /leldin-Gesc/juhte,\ pj;; Orlich, i. lao. J'Ilc Life Gfneral de 7 ieifft 
Hsh Translation, very ill printed, Berlin, 1803), by Frau ven Blunienthnl (a vaguisii 
eloquent Lady, but with accebtk to informalion, being a couucxLou of Z.’s), p. 84. 

^ Aliliiatr-Lexikon, iv. 310. 
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specially jo at this time. He has meditated mtgh on the bad ^ 
figure his Cavalry made at Mollwitz ; and is already drilling , 
them anew in multiplex ways, during those leisure days he now 
has, — -with evident success on the next trial, this very Summer. 
And, as his wont is, will not rest satisfied there, . But strives 
inccssainly, for a series of summers and years to come, till he 
bring thcTn to perfection ; or to the likeness of his own thought, 
which probably was not far from that. Till at length it can be 
said his success became world-famous ; and he had such Seid- 
litzcs and Ziethens as were not seen before or since. 


END OF VOL. ^V. 









